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INTRODUCTION.

.

IN presuming to offer the following volumes
to the notice of the public, it is simply in-
tended to convey a proper idea of a conflict
which, in all the combined contingencies and

‘horrors of intestine commotion, has seldom

been equalled, and never exceeded. The
struggle is now over; and it is gratifying to
know, that although it has been attended
with terrible severity, and its object pur-
chased dearly, it has been crowned, so far
as regards independence of Spain, with the
most complete success. The torrents of pa-

‘triotic blood which have stained the soil of

Colombia have not been shed in vain; Li-
berty has reared its standard trinmphantly and
lastingly on the shores of Southern America;
and there is now little doubt, if the affairs
of the various Republics be conducted with
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due zeal and fidelity, that they'may ultiinbtely
enjoy the choicest blessings whichi peact' and
freedom can bestow. SRRUE
In taking upon himself the attempt of
giving a correct estimate of the nature df-the
war, the author aspires to no literarymtyit.
Conscious of his deficiencies in‘this Pespect,
he expects not praise, and will be content'if
‘he escape:cenisure. : He tis aware o' thitt
thereare nsany in England who ureifar more
.competent. to theitask:: he rhas: -indertaken
than himself, which rconviction hay délayed
the . publication of:dis werk a considerable
‘period. As, however; no-other participater
- inthe contest has igndicated ‘an - intertion ‘of
the :'kind,  in: submitting: his -own regnines:
-eentes, and thie inesalts of HLis actual expe-
‘riemoe,. . her hasmo \vedson to believe that: he
-shallii prevent- move' ‘competent’ .individahls
foomsasimifar vndertuking. - oo
« s webjebtihas: deem :to . combivie: wcth 1)
-dddcriptipm of sl personal adventure, ‘whech
wesds jme'ph‘zble eﬁbmlxthdx service - he rwals
engmged fin, ' the. various. ineidents of . the
| Remiuhm«funaspeclﬁc peniod ; ‘theigHarabi
tetistiostraiteand: dispositions of' suich! of the
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‘chiefy-.a8 hecame known -to him,-and some
information-as to the country which was- the
theatre of the 'scenes he-portrays; and-to

. ‘detail the whele with perspicuity. Beydnd

this -he has not aimed : the nature of the
duty.which the author had to ‘perform -de-
‘stroyed all ‘epportunity of scientific: research.
Wern . down iby harassing marches, -long
abptingnce,.and labotring wader the: banefal

effects jof .90 vavied a clinfate, a -sojourner in

his, oirdumstances - had. litthe inclination to

‘nccupy: the: very few -hours- that could -be

allotteil to rest in the parsait-of knowledge.
‘His-attention was necessarily and forcibly
direoted. te the means of prolonging existénce

frem hour to hour, and the:cravings of nature
‘superseded - the deésires ‘of intellect.. Add-to
-all this the impossibility of preserviig jour-

nals‘or memeoranda, which wereso- ligblé to
be lost in different ways; and it will -notrex-

‘cite wonder ‘that the immformatibn he bas téen
-able to give -has not been more ample;' On

three accasiohs during his stay- he was de-

prived- of every article that: he: pdssessed.

The task of aequiring sach information- ds

‘willl delighit the votaries.of science; ‘can-only

/
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he expected: from thege who have'vigited the
country at less tarbnlent pepiods, and whose
avocations were of a natyre to allow them
more leisure. and appm'mmty foar its dne
perfirmanes. -

There are many o;rcumstances wluch» he
bas described relating to the customp of the
couptry -and ‘maaners of - the. inhinbitanty,
which may nothave been observed: by pen-
sens who have recently ‘been: theres but it
must be remembered that civilisation . hes
made considerable progress since the imter-
course of Colombia with England has been
extended, and s indgpendenpe . recognised.
It has alse been, and is the case there as well
a8 hevye, that the * scheslmaster is abroad ;”
and being enlightened by edpcation, the man-
nexs angd wmorads of its natives may have yn-
dergone 3 considerable change. The author
has merely endeavoured .to represent things
as they were while he was there, and. this he
has dong as correctly and faithfully as pos-
sible, and in po instance: has he heightened
hy desgription any .3tatement. which might |
. scem to affect the people-of the Republic,

gither indivigdually or:collectively. .On the
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contrary, in all his representations, both of
persons and circumstances, he has endea-
voured to convey his own honest convictions,
without prejudice or partiality ; and if in
one or two particular instances he may differ
in his estimate of conspicuous persons from
notions more generally entertained, he ven-
tures to hint, that the sequel is still to arrive,
which alone can settle the question of com-
parative correctness. '

June 5, 1888.
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'RECOLLECTIONS

oF

A THREE YEARS’ SERVICE,

&e. &e.

'CHAPTER 1. -

Reflections on the general Character of the Colombian Revolutionary
War—War of Extermination under General Morillo—Contract
of the Venezuelan Republic with Colonel English for the Forma-
tion of a British Brigade—Author’s Situation, and the Effect of
the Levies for South America on his Intentions—Major Beamish’s
Battalion, and Author’s Engagement to command the Vessel which

. conveyed it—Death of the Major on the Voyage—Reception at
the Island of Margarita—Delivery of the Troops.

NorwrrasTANDING the great interest taken by the
British public in the momentous struggles of the
natives of South America. for ‘freedont and inde-
pendence, little has hitherto been afforded of a
nature to produce an adequate ‘conception of the
suffering and sacrifices with which- they have been
attended. This is partly owing to the nature of
all intestine’ conflicts for-mastery, in which the
attention of every one concerned is too much

.
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2 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE

engrossed by action, and the excitement attendant
upon it, to find leisure or temper for narrative
and description. From the nature of things, there-
fore, the latter are usually postponed to a period
when those, who must necessarily supply the infor-
mation, thn avail themselves of the faculty dof me-
mory with due composure; and when a requisite
store of facts for investigation and comparison
can be selected by the parties whose province it is
.to arrange them. It is but just now that we are
acquiring digested accounts of the genuine com-
plexion of the war in the Spanish Peninsula, which
formal memoirs, it Is schrcely necessary to say,
have been materially benefited by the personal
experlence of Individuals who have been mote or
less engaged in iti~~The following narrative, in a
similar way, aspires to the humble merit of fur-
nishing a few characteristic traits and circumstances
fllustrative of the thirteen years of eventful war-
fare and vicissitude which have terminated in the
emancipation of Colombia from the Spanish yoke.
As connected with events which will prove pregs
nant in consequences to myriads yet unborn, de-
tails, calculated to advance a due acquaintance with
the actors and incidents which have given a cha-
racter to the foregoing arduous contest, would
not be wholly unprofitable, even if destitute of the
transition and variety which more spoutaneously
seoure attention. This, however, is far from being



IN COLOMBIA, 3

the case with the revolutionary hostilities of Cos
lombia. In these victory and defeat, hope and de.
spair, succeeded each other in rapid alternation )
ahd it frequently happened, that the unpractised
talent and want of experience of those at the head
of affairs, réndered gucceis und disastéer b the
field almost equally embarrassing. A sombre
intensity is also given to the centemplation of this
war, by the melancholy fact, that it was for some

years one of mutual extermination. A Turkish

policy, in all its herrors, being {ormully adepted
and proclaimed by the Spuhish eommanders, was
unhappily forced upon thé Venetuelans in selfs
defence. Theé best and dearest blood of the inha-
bitants, in cohsequence, flowed profusely on all
sides; -their fairest towns and cities were laid
wadte ; and one of the finedt portions of the globe
became a grievous theatre uf rupine, devastation,
and murder. It is scarcely hasardous to assert,
that there was never a period, lu aty age eor ¢oui:
try, in relation to which history has récorded mered
premeditated slaughter, or greater cruelty In the
application of tortures mure dreadfal than death
itself. ;From the Spanish official returiis alone, it
appeats that upwards of eighty thousand persons

Wé barbarously massacred by various modes of

execution} of the most phinful of which, Morillo,

in his despatches to his own government, avewed

himeelf the inventor. The. recotds of the Inde:
B2

/;a,w é“'w



4 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE

pendents make the number reach nearly two hun-
dred thousand ; and with every allowance for mis-
representation on both sides, the waste of human
life was most enormous. :It must also be recol-
lected, that this amount excludes the thousands
who were put to death by the royal .army as it
marched through the country, when every town
and village was destroyed, if any suspicions ex-
isted of its attachment to the Independent cause.
Men, women, and childrén were in this manner
indiscriminately immolated, whose fate was usually
referred to in the following brief and very fre-
quent sentence in the Royalist despatches:

- ¢ The pueblo (village) or town of , with
all its inhabitants, have disappeared from the face
of the earth.” - &

The returns here alluded to exclusnvely relate
to those who were brought out from prisons, or
chained together in rows, to meet their doom after
every action which terminated in favour of the
Royalists. In one of the letters from Morillo to ;
King Ferdipand, which was intercepted by Captain

Chitty ,of the Colombian navy, (that unrelenting
chieftain thus describes the measures which he
adopted on entenng the clty of Santa-Fe-de-
- Bogota

i Every person, of either sex, who was capable
of reading and writing, was put to death.. By thus
cutting off all who were in any way educated, I
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hoped to eﬂ'ectually arrest the’ spmt of revolu~
tion.””,

That such an extraordinary official document
should be authentic might be fairly doubted, if the
~ savage deeds, therein described, had not in reality
been perpetrated, and left too many undeniable
proofs of their commission. All persons in the
cities of Santa-Fe and Carthagena, holding official
situations' in the provincial administration, who
were attached to the insurgents, or who were dis-
tinguished by talents or attainments, together with
their wives and children, were thrown indiscrimi-
nately into dungeons, until the appointed day of
execution arrived, when in each place upwards of
six hundred persons were either hanged or shot.
On - thdke barbarous' occasions the husband was
frequently put to death in the sight of the wife, and
the ‘child in that of the parent, until all had suf-
fered who were on the spot. It isa well known
fact, that in the latter city ten or twelve females
were spared, merely owing to the extreme weari-
ness of the execationers; on which account alone
they were allowed one hour to leave the town, and
one week to quit the country. Many of the gibbets,
upon which the bodies were chained together in

clusters of four or six on each, are still standing— .

significant memorials of the feroclty of these
temporary conquerors.
Such were the appalhng features of a conﬂlct
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the details of which can only be rendered bear-
able by a conviction that the endurance has net
proved in vain; but which, as forming a pertion
of the history of a very eventful and remarkable
era in the human progress, merit correspondent
attention. At least, it is under this supposition
that the following “ Reeollections # have been
composed, as already observed, with a view to add
to the variety of evidence supplied by persenal
experience and adventure, te the inass of parti-
culars, the arrangement of which must be the
future task of the historian, whese pen is seldem
more instrustively employed than jn recording the
suooessful struggles for freedom of long oppressed
and balefully misgaverned communities.

/Tn the commencement of the sumimer of 1818,
Oolonel English (so termed In the Colombian
gervioce, but who originally belonged to the British
eommissariat) came to HEngland, having ocon.
tracted with the republic of Venezuela for the rais-
ing of a brigade in Great Britain and Ireland, te’
assist in tho eause of South American indepen.
dence. That gentleman had previously engaged
as supereargo to a vessel trading to the United
States, where he was about to settle, when the
- idea ceeurred to him of offering his services to the
Congress of Veunezuela, The contract which fol.
lowed was extremely liberal in its provisiona; .
and had the gavernment heem enabled te reap
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the advantages which it had anticipated, it would
have been highly beneficial to all the partias

concerned. .

- At this periad the war of extermination was rag-
ing with redoubled fury, and the Congresa, as well
as the people of Venesuela, hegan to despair of

_ /‘"their ability to elear their cauntry of its blaad~
thiraty oppressors, unless favaured by fareign
‘assistance; Such aid, in a direot and national
manner, they eould not prooure; and the long-
cherished hope which had animated them to so
many exertions, and supported them under so
much enduranee, was yielding to the adverse air
 Gumatanees which surreunded them, when Cglonel -
'English made his proposal to form a British legion
‘fram the numerous regiments, whioh he foresaw
would be disbanded on their return from the
ocoupation of Franee, The feasibility of the
seheme heing at ance perceived, it was recelved
with the uimost enthusiasm; and the eolonel
immediately received the neceasary authorities,
sighed, in the name of the Republio, hy the Pre.
sident Bolivar. The mare informed part of the
Venezualans foresaw the advantages which after
\wards accrued to their country, from the serviee
\Of a body of men of whose discipline, bravery,
and - fidelity) in consequence of witnessing the sur
prising feats achieved by the haudful of troops
taken out hy Sir Gregor M‘Gregor, they had been
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led to form the most exalted notions. Moreover,
they fondly looked up to Great Britain-as'a country,
the natives of which were mest inimical to the
bigotry, priestcraft, and superstition they were
now so anxious to overthrow. Liberty too being
their great object, to whom could they more
properly apply than to those who enjoy it as a
birthright and who have ever maintained it with
their blood, to aid them in their last, and as since
proved, their best effort, to consummate their
highly valued independence?-

To Colonel English, in the event of his suc-
ceeding to -raise the proposed number of men,
was guaranteed the rank of general of division,.
with a provision for himself and family for life ;
while every encouragement was offered to the
soldiery' who would volunteer in the noble and
inspiring cause. | Thus empowered, a few weeks"
residence ‘in- England enabled the colonel to raise!
a brigade of 2000 men, consisting of cavalry, in-’
fantry, -and artillery, selected from the regiments:
rediced by the British government) (amounting °
to:nearly 40,000 soldiers); and a finer body of
troops, for its number, was.perhaps never seen.
Colonel ‘English was, however, destitute of thes
means required to finish the contract; and found:
himself obliged to dispose of it t))Mr. Herring{a .
highly respectable merchant of London, who had
no reason to regret the purchase. ‘This gentle-:
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‘man executed it with a degree of spirit and
liberality which reflects the greatest credit on
shim. The clothing.'and appointments were ex-
‘actly in the British style,” and exceedirigly well
;supplied ; and twelve ships were fitted out and
jstored abundantly with provisions, and all things
i necessary for the prosperous conveyance of the
brigade to the island of Margarita, which had
been appointed the depét) :

Having been paid off at the conclusion of the
late war, I had been in England nearly sixteen
‘months, when this expedition was ‘first made a
subject of conversation through the medium of
1the ‘newspapers. - I had found a life of indolence,
“although varied by the multifarious pleasures of
the metropolis, ill- suited to one who, for the nine
‘previous years, had been accustomed to the un-
ceasing bustle of active service. 1 had besides
an unconquerable passion for my profession, the
rough ‘scenes  and continued changes in- which
accorded with my disposition. I felt miserable
'when- I saw that I was most likely doamed -to
.prolong - the life ‘of inactivity I was then leading;
and that there was no probability of my being.
again employed under the glorious flag of England.
Nothing, therefore, was more calculated to delight
‘me- than the prospect that my services would be
acceptable in the reputable cause of Venezuela.
I-at once made:up my mind, and eagerly com-

3
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menced preparations far the trip; #nd in total
opposition to the wishes of friends, and in spite of
their entreaties, commands, or thmfa determined
at all hazards to persevere,;

It was my intention to wait for the expedition,
and to proceed in ane of the vessela to Margarita,
to solicit a rank in the Venezuelan navy fram the
autharities there. - It happened, however, thata _
gentleman who was related to my familphy mar-
riage, named Heamish, and who had held the rank'
-of major in the British army, resolved, at his own
expense, ta raise a amall battalion in Ireland (to
form a portion of an Irish legion then in con-
templation, but sean afterwards given up),g\é'nd;
to purchase a vessel to carry them out. The eom-
mand of this vessel 1 urgently solicited, and ab-
tained .it, although not without some apprehen-
siens, as I'was deemed too young for the charge.
Major Beamish then purohanad a ship of 280 tona
burthen, in Lendon, (in which we immediately
proceeded to the Cave of Cork, where I waited
far the men. In less than a month three hundrad’
troops were raised and shipped, for whom clothes
and accoutrements were purchased: at a gavern.:
mont sale of miliia stores. The officers were:
chiefly private friends of the major, all of whom,!
with the exceptian of two, had seen serviee; and
the whole formed a part of the farce which aub.
sequently performed so. magy.gallant actions under

!
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the brave Colonels Reoke and Mackintosh, in the
oo%uest of New Grenada, ;

e sailed Jon the 17th of July, 1818, from the
[Cove of Cork, amidst the reiterated acclamations
of the friends of the troops, who had assembled
{with the populace to take a last farewell. Both
iefficers and men were in the highest spirits ; and
'as for myself, I wus far from being the least elated.
The first ten days of our passage were pleasani/
and agreeable, although noet exactly faveurable for
our eourse ; but the uniform cheerfulness and affa-
bility of our chief rendered us all, as if by general
eensent, happy. While thus proeeeding, and
leoking ferward to the time when we should be
engaged in the ecause of freedom with the liveliest
satisfaction, and the mest sanguine expectations of
suecess, an event oocurred which suddenly threw
a gloam over the whale of us. r’MaJOI' Beamish,
whe in a short time had sa mueh endeared himself
to all parties by his kindness and urbanity, (was
.walking on deck on the moming of the second
Suaday after our departure, conversing .in his
‘usual pleasant manner, when I observed him .to
roel suddenly asif giddy. 1immediately requested
‘him to take my arm, and walk below. He eom.
plied ; but just as we reached the eampanion he
“again staggered, exelaimed, “ God bless you; I
am dying ;" and fbll dead instantly: Every effort
which the skill of the surgeon and his assistant
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could suggest was resorted to, in order to restore

* animation, but all proved fruitless; the last spark
of life was extinct by the sudden and fatal attack

. of apoplexy)

I should have been much grieved at the loss of

so worthy a man at any time ; but under such cir-
cumstances it was truly great and perplexing, as
the whole weight and responsibility of the under-
taking fell upon me.> To add to the difficulty and °
painfulness ‘of my situation, the greatest conster-
nation prevailed among the soldiers,- who were -
much attached to their leader, and who, with the
two officers who had never served, made a formal
request that the ship might forthwith proceed to
a port in England or Ireland. Such a step as this
was neither agreeable to the known wishes of my
deceased friend, nor consistent with the interests
of his family, who would have a claim upon the
Republic, if the ship and troops arrived at ‘their
destination ; whereas all the expense incurred by
him would have been forfeited, had I listened to
this wireasonable proposal. Neither; on the other
hand, was it suited to my own inclinations, or
those of the senior officers of the battalion, who
experienced the most poignant regret at the
melancholy decease of their commander ; but who
coincided ‘with me, that it would be decidedly
improper to return. In conjunction therefore with
Captdin Mardyn, on whom as senior officer the
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command of the troops devolved, 1 remonstrated
with .the discontented, and finally refused to ac-
cede’to their wishes. Symptoms of mutiny then
began to manifest themselves; but as I had ex-
pected something of the kind from information
conveyed to Captain Mardyn by his servant, and
had taken precautionary measures to guard agaijnst
any serious results, they had little effect upon
me or my brother officers. 1 had secured the
small. arms and ammunition ;. the seamen I knew
- I could rely on, four of whom. had sailed with
me before on his Majesty’s service; and these,
with the officers and their servants, well armed,
formed a force capable of doing serious mischief
against the mutinous party, although far less
numerous.

. Thus resolved I deemed it necessary to summon
the officers of the battalion to a council in my cabin,
and had the satisfaction to.find, that, with the
exception of the.two before mentioned, they were
determined not to yield to any threats; and that
" they would afford me every -assistance -in" their
power to quell the mutiny. The two young officers
inveighed loudly against forcing men to repair to
a foreign .land, to fight: for people whom they
- pever saw; on which Captain Mardyn naturally
enough desired to know, why. they. had volun-
teered to doso ?- and reminded them, that no force
had been used in the first instance ; but that the
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act of entering the Venezuelan servite had been
entirely their own. They made no distinet reply
to these forcible queries, but left the vabin,

Soon after this meeting I went on deck, accoms,
panied by four or flve of the officers, when a gene-/
ral rush took place, in ordet to force us over-
board; but us we were provided with side arins,
of which the. mutineets were destitute, and others:
¢oming to our assistance; the foremost of the mal-
eontents had much the worst of it. Their ardout
seemed a little cooled by this reception, and a
parley was mutually agreed upon.) My antagonists
were, as before, very violent, and still demanded
our immediate return to Ireland, pressing me for

;an answer on the spot, which I purposely avoided
giving as long as possible, wishing to gain time to
prepare against a desperate attempt, which I had
reason to expect they would make to gain posses.
sion of the ship, T observed that they were arm-
ing themselves with handspikes, spars, and every
other means of an offensive npature within their

. tompass, and consequently felt ussured of an

attack the very fitst Opportunity.

We had eight twelve-pounders on beard, but
they had not yet been brought from the hold, and
I wished to have two of them placed on the quar.
ter-deck, mounted on their carriages, and loaded,

with a view to intimidate the mutitieers, and bring

them, if possible, to terms, without risking the

4
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offusibn of blood that must have unavoidably fol-
lowed a personal conflich A party of the séamen
were thus employed, while the ring-leaders were
pressing me for a definitive answer, which I at
letigth gave them, at the represented request of
Captain Mardyn, in the following terme 1— Those
who meanly wish to desert the ocause for which
they came on board with their ewn consent, may
have the boats, with provisions, end find their
way back as they can} but the ship, and all who
rémain in her, shall proceed to their original
destination.”

A eonsultation ensued among them on this ane
novncement, ih which there appedred to be much
opposition. The most violent were for destroying
all who were averse to their return; others mur
mured a little; but the greater part seemed
touched with the rebuke, and evidently wished to
makeé reparation for their past miseonduet. How-
ever, as the most inflamed of the party were ob-
viously prepering for another attack; by a precen-
certed signel I had a hundred mudskets loaded
and with fixed bayonets brought on deck; ib ude
-8 occasion might require. At the dight of this
formidable prepardtion the most dating deeied
appalled, and inclined to listen to the solicitations
of the more peaceable, who were actively engaged
in persuading their cempdnions to countenance
the voyage. '
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- .It now occurred to me. that this disturbance
must have originated with some evil-disposed per-
son, who had excited the spirit.of discord, and
urged on the men to open violence, while he him-
self kept in the back-ground. Judging from the
-inquiring looks cast by the most active of the
party to one of the young officers whom I have
before mentioned, and the averted and embar-
rassed’ expression of countenance of the latter,
" my suspicions immediately fell upon him. I com-
municated my thoughts to Captain Mardyn, who
however did not agree with me, but rather attri-
buted the behaviour of the men to the consterna-
tion produced by the death of their commander,
and uncertainty as to -their ultimate destination,
and expressed a hope that all would subside in-a
few days if they could for the present be pacified.
My opinion nevertheless remained unchanged, and
I determined to go forward among them, and- en-
deavour to ascertain the truth. From this step
Captain Mardyn and the other officers earnestly -
endeavoured to persuade me, apprehending that I
should be thrown overboard ; but I had more con-
fidence in them; (I knew that Irishmen, although -
easily heated, are as easily cooled ; and imagined,
that as the majority of them were really inclined
to return to their duty, if the tide were taken at its
turn, the result would be favourable. I accordingly
went forward, first throwing my sword and pistols
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on-the deck, and asked them directly if my sus-.
picions were correct. The poor fellows were -
taken by surprise, and several of them answered
in the affirmative, and, agreeably to my expecta-
tions, pointed out Mr. Jenkins, the officer whom I
had suspected, as the person who bad misled
them.

This fellow, who had received many obligations

_ from the liberal hand of poor Major Beamish, if

the information subsequently given me was cor-
rect, even before the death of that officer had en-
deavoured to persuade the men to aid him in an
attempt to seize the ship, and destroy all who
were opposed to him, in order that he might take
the troops to Margarita, and represent the expe-
dition as one of his own forming. In this act of
atrocity ‘they at once steadily refused te join, but
when, upon the major’s demise; he told them that
I and Captain Mardyn had poisoned him, and that
we intended to take them to the West Indies and
dispose of. them for slaves, they became mmch
alarmed, and ignorant and credulous as they were,
it was no wonder they should be anxious to see
the shores of old Ireland again.

As soon as Jénkins found himself detected; he

~threw off all dlsguLse, and commenced a long

harangue to the men, but they now refused to

listen to it.. Rendered desperate by this neglect,

he-then seized a handspike, and levelled a blow
VOL. I c
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dat my head with it; which I avoided, and seizing
him by the throat, I asked him if he wotild rem
guiet during the remsinder of the voyage. He|
promised most solemnly in the affirmative; but I
had no svoner let go my hold, then he once more:
flew to the handspike, and again tried to strike;
me, but missing his aim, he attempted to knock!
down Capta@ Mardyn. I now perceived that no-
thing short of violent measures would produce any
effect on such 4 chardcter; and resolved at once
to apply them. He was but a weak young man,
about five feet five itiches in height, and of slender
formation, so that: I found no difficulty in disarm-,
ing hit, which was but the work of a moment,
although in the short scufls he bit my urm se-
verely. Thad not the slightest wish to hurt him;;
butwas detérmined to convince him that I would
no longet be trifled with, or have my life endan-
gered ; I therefore-ordered two of the seamen to,
pass a rope round “his waist, and to throw him l
overboard, leaving him to paddlé some minutes
in the water in u state of uncertainty. This expe- .
dient prOVed coticlisivej on being hoisted on
board again he was pale and ill from fright, and
did not recover duting his stay with us sufficiently’
to leave his cabin, and consequently he never
afteiwards gave me any trouble)

The men were now festored to etse and tran-
quillity, and although greatly damped by our in-
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auspicious outset, mirth and hilarity bepgut onee
more to prevail. No farther oceutrence worthy
of observatlon took place during the voyage,
which was terminated, Jby our atrival at the Island

& of Margaritaon the 29th of Avugust, 1818, after
a passage of forty-three days.

On landing I ptoceeded to the Government
House, to make known the objeet of my visit, and
there found the Generals Arismeéndez and Urde-
netta making all the preparitions their limited
means would allow for the reception of the first
division of the British legion, which was expected
in a few weeks, according to ddvices received
from General English. These officers were equally
surprised and delighted at the supply afibrded by
Major Beamish, more particularly as lie had never
intimated such an intention to any member of the
Venezuelan government, nor had he made any
stipulation for such a service. General Arismendez
declared that so implicit a confidence manifested
in the liberality of the Congress deserved to be
most handsomely rewarded, and that it consider-
ably enhanced the value of the attempt to serve
the Republic ; adding that, while ke had a voice in
the government, he would take cate that it should
not pass unnoticed. He also expressed great re-
gret at the premature death of the major, and
both the generals appeared anxious to pay every
respect to his memory int their powet. I inforitied

c2

-
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them that I had preserved his remains, and that I
was anxious they might be entombed with mili-
tary honours as soon as convenient to them, and
begged that a day might be fixed for that durpose.
The second day after our arrival was appointed,
and I then returned to the ship, bearing the thanks
of the two generals to the officers of the battalion,
for the steady zeal they had displayed in fulfilling
the wishes of their late commander, together with
an assurance, that while Veunezuela possessed the
power of being of service to them, they could
prefer no request that would not be attended to.

' In the afternoon, the generals with their staff-
officers came on board, and invited us all to sup-
per, and to take up our quarters, if we pleased,
at the Government House. I therefore went on
shore again in the evening, with the officers of
the battalion, and found a most sumptuous repast
prepared for us. During this entertainment we -
were informed that His Excellency the President
. Bolivar had originally intended to employ the

" British legion in the conquest of New Grenada,
"to which bold attempt strong inducements wer
formed by its comparative opulence, and the lite
rally bankrupt condition of Venezuela. Circums
stances however becoming daily more critical, the:
president had ultimately determined not to wait!
for the British auxiliaries, but to assemble all the;E
force which he could muster, amounting to about’
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11600 men. With these troops, including several
}of the gallant Englishmen under Colonel Rooke, *“7 ) |
who had come out with Sir Gregor M‘Gregor, ‘he szt
ghad proceeded across the cordillera of the Andes, ** %74
‘on his hazardous expedltlon, and such being
the state of affairs on our arrival, the generals
had already come to a determination to despatch
Major Beamish'’s battalion to his assistance, without
delay. Happily this speedy appropriation of the
timely succour so unexpectedly afforded, was as
politic as it was expedient, not only meeting with
the approbation of the officers and the men, but
being a measure which inspired them with greater
confidence than any other could have done, as it
tended to place them under the command of
Colonel Rooke,* who was related to their late
leader by marriage. We were also informed by
Urdenetta, during the temporary absence of Aris-
mendez, that Bolivar, just before his departure,
had nominated the former general to the com-
mand of the entire force raised by English, and
had enjoined him to leave Angostura, the capital,
where he then was, and to repair to Margarita to

receive it.

* This brave and excellent officer was shortly after (on the
25th of July, 1819) so severely wounded at the battle of Tunja,
in New Grenada, as to occasion his death. 'He was succeeded
by Major Mackintosh, who was equally brave and skilful. To
the great military experience and courage of the latter are to be
attributed in a great measure the decisive victories of Boyaca
in New Grenada, and Carabobo Venezuela.
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We all retarped on board that night, intending

' to disembark the battalion, and to prepare for the
funeral of Major Beamish the following day. Ac-
cordingly the next morning the men were landed
in gopod health, and jp the highest spirits, and while
the officers were reviewing them, 1 occupied my-
self ip the melancholy duty of superintending the
formation of the graye, and in other preparp.
tiops for the interment of my departed friend.
Every thing being at length in dpe order, his re-
mains were deposited in a small spot of ground
enclosed for the purpose, about a quarter of a mila
from the town of Juan Griego, with every mark of
respect and honour; and I had subsequently the
satisfaction of witnessing the erection of a monu,
ment to his memeory, by the command of General
Arismendez, wha inscribed upon it a very appro-

priate epitaph of his own camposition.

The following day  the kbatballon was re-em-i .
barked, and we proceeded up the river Orinaca, |
for Angostura, whence the troops would com-
mence their long and lahorious march to the head-! !
quarters of Bolivary 1 had orders from Generalf
Arismendez, in the event of my falling in with the
squadron of Admiral Brion, to deliver the troopJ
to him, and he would forward them to the capltal
while I returned to wait the general’s further com-
mands, T happened to meet the squadron at the
mouth of the Orinoce, where I accardingly re-
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~; signed the men to the charge of the admiral, and

" thus was happily enabled fully to complete my
allotted share of duty in this peculiarly circum-
stanced expedition.

" This speedy release was so far fortunate, as it
afforded me a better opportunity for attending to
the affairs, and securing the effects of my deceased
friend. The ship was my principal care; for
never having heard the major express any inten-
tion of devoting her to the service of the Inde-
pendents, I was desirous of selling her tp the best
advantage, that the produce might be transmitted
to Mrs. Beamish, On my return to Margarita,
therefore, at the recommendation of General Aris.
mendez, who taok a lively interest in all that re-
lated to the deceased, I placed the ship in the
charge of an English merchant, named Ripley, for
that purpose. By him she was sent for sale to
Jamgica, as vessels could be purchased at Marga-
rita, or any port belonging to the Republic, for a
mere trifle, 1 then forwarded the property which
the major had on board, together with his papers,
to England; retaining oply the account of his
expenditure in the formation and transport of the
battalion, which I kept back with the intention of
presenting it to the Cong'l‘ess, when the country
should attain fo a more presperous state.
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CHAPTER II.

The Author’s Residence with General Arismendez—Description of the
Island of Margarita—Its Invasion by General Morillo—Mer-
ciless Proceedings of that General—Successful Resistance of the
Natives, under General Arismendez — Trophy of Victory —
Bravery of the Females—Old Women’s Battery.—Hospitality of
the Islanders—General Arismendez — Capture of his Lady—
Threat of General Morillo on that Occasion—Firmness of General
Arismendez—Extraordinary Deliverance of Madame Arismendez
~Their Kindness to the Author—Character of the Family.

HaviNe received a most cordial invitation from
General Arismendez and his lady to take up my
residence with them, until the return of the squa-
dron to receive on board the British brigade
(when the general assured me that he would pro.
cure me a command), I was induced to accept it,
and experienced the greatest attention and kind-
ness. My time was chiefly occupied in walking
or riding about the island, of which, as it stands
forward very conspicuously in the Revolution of
Colombia, and has shown so determined a resist-
ance to the repeated attempts of the Spanish
government to reduce and enslave it, some de-
scription may not be altogether uninteresting.
The island of Margarita is situated in 11° 30’

north latitude, and about 64° west longitude, and -
is thirty-five leagues in circumference. It is si-
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tuated between thirteen and fourteen miles distant
from the Spanish Main; about two days’ sail from
Jamaica, and not quite so much from Barcelona.
~ Aridge of impassable mountains extends through
its centre from one extremity to the other; sepa-
rating Juan Griego and Pampatar, which are the
only towns on the island, the former being the
chief. From one to the other there is but one
accessible road, cut by the natives, which at the
summit of the mountain forms a most difficult
defile, with a drawbridge that when down admits
but a single file of men. This defile is so strong
by nature, independently of what it owes to art,
that fifty good soldiers might with ease defend it
against five thousand.

Save a little valley here and there, which is
verdant and productive of maize in great abun-
dance, the whole island is extremely barren; and
but for the five valuable fisheries attached to it,
would not yield sufficient food for its inhabitants.
By far the greater part is beyond the reach of
cultivation, being so thickly covered with the
prickly pear tree as to- render it impassable; and
the few roads, or passages, which the natives have
cut through it, are so narrow, that the malignant
wounds occasioned by its thorn can ‘with difficulty .
be avoided. The attraction which European flesh
possesses for this thorn is truly wonderful. Jf
standing within two or three inches of its point, it
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will sometimes dart like an arrow into the skin }
and the -extraction is always attended with con-
siderable pain. If neglected, it works deeper and
deeper, until in a few hours the whole of it is
buried, and in such cases mortification not unfre-
quently ensues. - In no other part of the world is
the prickly pear found in such abundance, or
possessing such venomous qualities; and this,
added to the other natutal defenees of the island,
and to the unyielding bravery of the Margarita-
nians, almost precludes the possibility of its being
reduced, even after a landing has been effected.

- The recovery of Margarita was for a long time -

the ardent wish of the Spanish government, whose

generals made repeated despents upon it)to no .

purpose. Morillo, who of all the Spanish com-
manders was the best caloulator of the advan-

tages to he won or lost in Colombia, foresaw that .

while the Independents had one hundred men left,
and held possession of Margarita, they could
always effect a revolution among its patives, as it
afforded a secure repdegvous- for an assisting
“force; of either ships or troops. For this reason
he always recommended its rednation in his des-
patches, even subsequently ta his awn unsuccessful
attempts upon it, Accordingly when Ferdinand,
who plaged the must unlimited confidence in that
officer’s opinigns a3 a general, ordered a bady
of 30,000 men to be sent oul undar General
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O’Deonnell, the first ohject of the expedition' was to
be the seizure of this gallant little island. Had tbis
force, which was immense in comparison of the army
of Venezuela, ever reachedits destination, the result
must haye heen fatal to the independent cause ; but
fortunately the noige produced in Europe by the
equipment of the British legion, and the much

talked-of expedition from Ireland, under General

Devereux, with other causes,’excited a mutiny
among the Spanish troops assembled at Cadiz in
the spring of 1819, and they positively refused ta
embark ; so that the idea was necessarily ahan-
doned.  Morillo had previously (in 18]6) accom-
plished a Janding with 17,000 of the best traops
of Spain, escorted by a fleet of ships of war
and transports, amounting ta nearly seventy sail.
He passessed himself of Pampatar, the heights of
which be fortified, intending to make it a depét for -
hig forces; gnd immediately prepared for an at-
tagk on Juan Griego. At this time there were
not 300 muskets in the island belonging to the

. patives, yet General Arismendez, at the head of a

chosen band, broke the pass at:the mountainoys
defile before described, and with the principal
part of the male population, occasionally aided hy
the females, who always fight at Margarita in the
event of jnvasion, took up his abode in the moun-

- taing, where they existad on sugar-cane. Here he
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seized every opportunity of harassing or annoying
the enemy, which he could easily” do, as he never
relinquished the command of the defile during
their stay in the island; and thus he found means
not only to destroy their foraging parties, but by
night to attack their very camp, and plunder their
stores. By this marauding system of warfare, in
which he was always victorious, he considerably en-
riched himself, and in a very short time had a nu-
merous body of followers well armed, and furnished
with every necessary for the kind of warfare in
which they were engaged.

From the extreme height and inaccessible na- -
ture of the mountains which separated the warring
chiefs, Morillo could never pass to the opposite
side of the island, but was compelled to limit his
operations to the vicinity of Pampatar, which di-
rectly faces the main land. In order to revenge
himself on this spirited people for their gallant
resistance, that ferocious leader - proclaimed the
bloody war of extermination, and relentlessly car-
ried it into execution upon all who unhappily fell
into his hands. Neither age nor infancy, sex nor
_ condition, was spared ; and the cruelties practised
by Morillo, and his tiger-like band, were as hor-
rible as the worst that ever stained the history of
any country, and exceeded in atrocity the fell acts
of the most blood-thirsty of  the barbarous'hordes,
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who, to borrow a line from a well-known poet,
have been mysteriously allowed to ¢ shut the
gates of mercy on mankind.”

As it is but too easy to imagine, the islanders
were not backward in retaliating; and eventually,
it is perbaps doubtful which party committed the
greatest excesses. It must however be remem-
bered, that the invaders were the original pro-
jectors of them; and that the poor Margaritanians
were goaded into the commission of atrocities in
their own defence, which, under any other circum-
stances, their humane dispositions would have re-
volted at. They saw their liberties threatened and
endangered their wives, children, and kindred,
daily butchered and quartered; and the reekmg
members of beings the most dear to them exposed
to their gaze on every tree and crag of their native
forests and mountams, nor was it until hundreds
had been thus slaughtered, that they pursued the
same course. The result was, that the. Spaniards
were worsted. I myself saw upwards of seven
.thousand of their skulls, dried and heaped toge-
ther in one place, which is not unaptly termed
“ Golgotha,” as a trophy of victory. Each of these
skulls bears the deep cuts of the machetti, a long

{ knife resembling a sabre in shape, and of admira-
ble temper, which is used in time of peace to cut
,sugar-cane, and for other agricultural purposes;
and in war as a weapon)of defence, being a very
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formidable one in the hands of an expert native.
These skulls are still preserved, by the orders of -
General Arismendez, whose hatred and vengeance
have ever been implacable. Thus, after a con-
~ tinued seties of defeats, Morillo, in the sequel,
found it not only useless, but impossible, to re-
main longer in the island, which he left with few
more than 6000 men, having sacrificed upwards
of 10,000 of his army, in his vain attempt to -
subdue it.

The natural productions of Margarita are, the
sugar-cane, which grows in great abundance; a
little tobacco; the cassava root, of which a coarse
bread is made; maize, or Indian corn; and a va-
riety of tropical fruits. Patt of the soil is fertile, and
affords very good pasture ; but the whole island is
quite destitute of water, which the inhabitants are
obliged to import from the continent, no spring
having ever yet been discovered. About ten or fif-
teen miles from Pampatar the beautiful pearl fishery
is situated, which Messrs. Rundell and Bridge have
obtained permission to work for a limited time;
and which first induced the Spaniards to take pos-
session of the island ; its name most likely origi-
nating in the same circumstance. They built a
castle called Monpadre, and employed a vast
number of negroes as divers; but these were all
ptit to death by Motlllo, and it is unlikely that they
will ever be replaced by others of equal dexterity.
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The natives dre a quiet, simple, obliging, and
inoffensive race § brave, generous; hospitable,
and eager to perform any office of kindness for
strangers; They are addicted to no excesses, but
uré hardy, abstemious, and most enthusiastically
attached to the place of their nativity, which, ex-
cept in cases of extreme urgenoy, they never
leave ; seeming to inherit a resolution to live and
die only for it. 'They are very expert shots, fre-
quently killing rabbits, of which there are plenty
in the mountains, while tunning, with 4 single
bullet..

In no part of Colombia hds there been so much
steady vourage and zealous patriotism manifested,
as in this herolc little island. In time of war,
when & sall approaches, three guns are fired at the
Fort la Ciudad; and-in a few hours every soul
capuble of bearing atims, or of rendering the least
ussistance, 1s agsembled at this point; the women
sharing equally with the men in the dangers and
fatigites of the camipaign. During the first attempt
of Morillo to invade their country, these gallant
Amazons constantly wotked the guns in the bat-
talion tnder Getetal Gottez; and the havoc
which they made among the enemy, sufficlently
proved the skill and dexterity they had acquired
in the management of their artillery. At one time,
when -the entire Bpanish squadron aided in a
desoent en the coast, and were seen off the mouth
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of the harbour, these females actually »carried, in
one night, materials for the erection of a battery

of four twenty-four-pounders; which they after-
wards constructed themselves. As the Spaniards,
perceiving the preparations making for them, and
probably intimidated by the remembrance of their
former defeats, sheered off, it was not required ;
but it is still standing, and has ever since been de-
nominated ¢ The Old Women’s Battery.”—The
people of Margarita have been, by some persons,
condemned as cruel and dishonest; but, judging
by their conduct to myself during my various wan-
derings among them, I deem most unjustly. I have
been in the wildest and most unfrequented parts,
where such acts as have been attributed to them
might have been committed without the least fear
of detection, but I always experienced the utmost
good-nature and attention from them; and when
fatigued, while on my excursions, their doors were
ever open to me, and their simple fare offered,
with a cordiality which left no doubt of their hos-
pitable sympathies and generous feelings.
Of these islanders General Arismendez is the
- chief, and the idol of his countrymen, to whose
regard and esteem his great exertions and sacri-
fices in their defence have deservedly entitled him.
He is by birth half Creole and half Indian); his fea-\ -
tures are those of the former, while his hair. closely
resembles that of the latter. His person is large,
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athleti¢, and muscular, though spare and thin;
and he is capable of enduring almost incredible
fatigue and privation. He is about fifty-four years
of age, though in appearance older; continued
anxiety, his hard mode of living, together with
several wounds, having done more than time to
increase the deep furrows which mark his weather-
beaten countenance. Thus strongly indented, his
aspect exhibits a peculiar ferocity of expression,
which his smile only increases. His laugh.never
fails to create a momentary shudder, and the
dreadful distortion of the muscles of the face
which it produces, can only be compared with that
of the hyena when under similar excitement. His
displeasure is always signified by this demoniacal
grin, accompanied by a low lengthened exclama-
tion resembling the suppressed roar of a tiger, his
eyes at the same time flashing vengeance; and
should the object of his rage be at these moments
within its compass, death inevitably ensues. His
general appearance might impress a superficial
observer with a belief that he is so accustomed to
scenes of horror and bloodshed, they afford him
gratification rather than uneasiness. I am, how-
ever, strongly of opinion, that the sanguinary mea-
sures which he has adopted against the enemies of
Colombia have resulted more from the state of a
mind goaded and tortured to revenge by the fiend-
like barbarities to which so many of his kindred
VOL. I. D
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anil countrymen féll & sactifice, than to any
ofiliinal want of humanity; and that if he had
lived in ‘more peaceful times, he wbuld have
- been an ornament to the society in which he
. {For many years he followed the occupation of a
fishérman, il whith he aequired considerable;
wdalth by his industry, and resided in quiet seclu-:
sion with his family at “his' present retreat) a fow

miles from the town of Juan Griego. (When the,
Revolution firat broke out; his latent energies ba-sf‘
eanmie appatent, and his thattial and ébte'rpfiaing'\
geuius quickly displayed itself to the terror of the

Spuniards)against whom he laboured indefatigably

gnd incessantly; until the termination of the con-

test for freedom: 'Without the ledst ostentation,

ahd with no views df self-aggrandisement; he has

unguestionably effeetdd more real benefit to the

Republic of Uolombia then almost any other chief,
although he would never allow his serviovs to ba

blisoned forth, like those of many amotp ths

lenders, tauch less distinguished than himself, His

lové bf Gountry is, indeed, proverbial among the

Venézuelahs ; and o single instance will sufficy to

evinoe his stern and ihflexible patriotism,

“While General Morillo and his fordes ramained
at Margarita the last time, Madame Asismendby,
a very beautiful and intéresting woman, the second
wife of the general, then far advanced in pregnaney, -
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while bathing at nithlin the river which runs
thmugh La Ciudad, wds ¢aptured by a detachment
bf the Spanish army, and catried to hiewd-quurters,
Arismendez vowed a ten-fold vetgednce when he
. ascertained his loss ; aid imitidiately sallied forth
~ with & numerous body of men, &t the hedd of whom
_he attacked the enemy, slew a gréat namber of
‘them, and took a colonel and oné hundted and sixty
‘soldiers pnsonefs This-odlohel; who was reputed
-the best officer in Morillo’s army, &nd was that
:leader’ § greatest favourite, had proved himself the
;mt)st nietciless déstroyer -of the - Margaritaniafis,
which being known to Arismenduz; the latter had
beert for a long timeé endeavourig t6 oupture hiti;
and having fisw sudoeeded, his dooti was instantly
~ fixed. When Morillo )received “intelligence of
this disaster from the few who had escuped (as e
Spuniard would have been killed by the piquets
before he bohld have reached the infiiriated ge-
neral), he@BSpatched a littlé native boy, one of his
| ptisonets, with a note; propositig to restore M-
| dame Arisiendey if kis officer wete sent back un-
‘hurt) and declafing that she should bé put to
death if he were not. The soldiers had already
been- slain when the noté arrived; to which
General | Aﬂsmendez tomposed an answer, cone

forinably to the following trhslation !
 Geéneral Arismendes wars not with wemen; but

. A phevilent ustottt Atong the iadtés of Mbuth Anmlen*
: D2
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against the Spaniards, the- enemies of his country,
and the disgrace of human nature. gGeneral Mo-
rilo ‘may act as he pleases towards the wife of!
- Arismendez : dear as she is to him, he holds the’
safety of his country dearer; and before the’
“bearer of this sets out on his return, the monster .
whose hands have been so often steeped in the
blood of its unoffending inhabitants, will be dead.”
* The above letter haVing been written, the two
sons of Arismendez drew lots to determine which
should execute the prisoner. Chance decided for
the youngest, who separated the officer’s head from
his body with-a machetti, in the presence of the
boy-messenger, who was then sent back to his
employer. On receiving the answer of Aris-
mendez,'Moﬁllo was on the point of putting his
fair captlve to death, when some of his officers;
moved by her plhable situation and tears, diverted
bim from his purpose, and she was" sent prisoner
to Spain, and’ confined' in the fortress of Cadiz.'
From this place, after an imprisonment of a few
days only, she confrived to escape in the habit of
- a seaman ; and as she spoke the Spanish language
equal to a native, she managed to get on board a.
merchant-vessel 'in that capaeity, which was . just
about to sail. . This vessel was soon after cap-
tured by a Venezuelan privateer, off"the Western
Islands ;. and'in it, as a prize, she now sailed in -
triumph to her husband. When she landed at -
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Margarita, all the females of the island assembled
on the beach to receive her, and strewed the
rpath from the shore to the general’s house, up-
wards of four miles, with flowers. A car was also
' constructed, in which she was drawn to her hoine,
- within view of the Spaniards, who could witness
.the procession from their posts.

‘While I resided with the general, I had great
opportunities of observing hls‘ character. He was
open and sincere, energetic, brave, and generous;
and in many instances, and especially in my own,
kind and attentive. He is extremely partial to
the English, and pays them the most marked
respect: every thing which he can command is at
their disposal, and few circumstances can give him
more pleasure or pain than their acceptance or re-
fusal of his proffered services. He is also very in-
quisitive as to their government, manners, customs,
state of the army and navy, and similar matters ;
and delights to hear their gallant deeds in action
recounted. I have seen his. hardy iron visage
lighted up with all the enthusiasm and fire of a
warrior, and his hand firmly, although perhaps
unconsciously, grasp the hilt of his sword, when
the feats of the army under the brave Duke of
Wellington were related to him; and then, as if
aware that he was remarked, turn round and say
to me, “ You will laugh at such romantic feelings
in a man of my years; but my heart is as warm now,
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as ever it was.” To the Irish he ia likewise much
attached, many of whom were under his command
in the war of the Revolution. He ‘denomindtes
them the brave blunderers; and has stored up a
variety of anecdotes illustrative of that jostle be-
tween conception and utterance, the fruitful resnlt
of which, under the name of bull, has heen recag-
nised as characteristic of the natives of the Eme-
rald Isle throughout the world. The general is
also very hospitable, and his house ig open to all
without invitation, which in. S8enth America is
seldom given. A stranger may walk in if he
pleases without seremony, and he is sure of being
welcome; but his. company is not requested, he-
cause it is a point in South American good breed-
ing that he ghall feel no restraint, but go or stay
as inclination may dictate; the natives deeming
all oustoms which impose any restriction on a
visitor as the extreme of impoliteness. He is-
plain in manners and conversation, the latter being
generally brief and to the purpose’; and he never.-
makes promises, from a conscientious fear that
eircumstances may pot enable him to fulfil them.
As, however, he is always willing to serve when
he can find an opportunity, and performs a great
number of beneficent actions with extreme libe.
rality and eonsideration, no persen possessing the
least elaim to his good-will can justly complain of
neglect, or withhold his surprise at the many
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benevalent and excellent qualitjes which dre eon.
canled nnder an exterior so rough and forhidding.
He isnlse firm and lasting in his friendships, never
allowing time or naprice to affect their permaneney.
He may himsslf be forgqtten, but he never forgets .
one whom he esteems; and he will often bestew
some unexpected favour upon him, however dis-
tant he may be. His natural capacity is of a
superior order, but it remains in a great measure
uncultivated; and he evinces a high sense of
honour and independence, which few of the other
chiefs can boast, to whose intriguing spirit his
ingenuousness 'and simplicity have more than once
rendered him an easy prey. To conclude, he is
one of the best of friends and  most formidable of
enemies, but to those.only who are at the same
time the enemies of his country. No one had

ever occasion to regret the acquaintance of Aris-
“mendez but a Spaniard.

Madam Arismendez is very polite, affable, and
engaging, possessing much fortitude and firmness,
with an ardent zeal for the welfare of the Re-
public. Indeedﬁave often heard her declare,
that if her husband had given up the Spanish
colonel to save her life, she would never ‘have
seen him again,) .

Of the sous of Arismendez I can only observe,
with regret, that the scenes of massacre and blood-
shed which they have been accustomed to behold
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from their infancy, seem to have steeled their
bosoms, and annihilated the principles of humanity
which nature might have originally implanted
therein. Hence they have a large proportion of
the faults of their father, united with but few of
his virtaes;
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CHAPTER III

Arrival of Admiral Brion from Angostura . with the Venezuelan
Fleet—His Prejudices against Foreigners—General Arismendez
procures the Author the Command of a Corvette—Takes & rich
Prize ; seasonable Relief afforded by it—Distress of the Govern-
ment, and Costume of its Legislators—Author obtains Rank in

" the. Republican .Navy—Terms of Service—Rencontre with ‘the
first Division of the British Legion—Reception of General
English and his Expedition at Trinidad—Naval Skirmish for
his. Deliverance—Testiness and professional Ill-will of Admiral
JBrion—Sketch of the public and private Character of that Officer
~—Account of his Successor

In the beginming of the month of October'Admiral
" Brion arrived from Angostura, at the head of
the entire Venezuelan fleet, consisting of twenty--
seven vessels of various rates and denominatiouns.
'General Arismendez, who had been waiting for
this event to procure me a command, immediately. .
{went on board the flag-ship, to invite him to his:
'house, to which he came the same day to dinner.
This was the point on which all my hopes rested:
of obtaining a rank in the Republican navy, and
I looked forward to my introduction with much
anxiety. I had not long to wait, and my hopes
were from the first moment completely extin-
guished, It did not require much penetration to
" discover his aversion to foreigners of every country;
_ for during two or three hours -after dinner, he
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chiefly amused himself with uttering the grossest:
invectives against the British officers then in the
service, as well as in disparagement of those
about to join; strongly reprobating the practice!
of giving them commissions, and declaring his!
‘intention to rid the navy entirely of them, General.
Arismendez was not however dismayed at this’
declaratjon, and having elicited from the admiral,
in the course of conversatien, that one of his:
officers, who had commanded a fing corvettg of’
twenty-two guns, manned by nearly two bundred
Englishmen, with a proportion of Sambo-bjacks,
had died a short time previously of the yellow
faver, as also that his ship had not yat beem
bestpwed ypon any other person, jmmediately
soligited the gommand for me, Brion made wmany
exeyses fo avoid compliancg with this request,
and sevaral of them not of a very liheral descrip-
tion; but my perseyering patrop, wha was not {9
be refused, chegked him, and the admirsl finding
that he must ejther agree or come to an open
rypture with the genernl, which was not desirahle,
made a virtue of pecessity, apd presented me with
the vesgel )

The next mornipg 1 regaived qrdens to getmy .
ship ready for ses; which did not require much
time, as the sepior ligutenant was g remarkably
active officer, and had kept her in exgollent trim,,
Agceordingly, an the 21st of Qatoker, the third day
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" after T had receivad the eommmd;xl sailed on the
¢4 loak-out for the first division of the British legion,
whigh was to toush st the island of Trinidad for
further orders, that were to be forwarded to Mr,
Henderson the Venezuelan agent there. General
Arismendes had alse given me private instrustions

to conyey ta Gensypl Bnglish, if he shonld as-
company the troops; and if not, to tha sommand,
ing officer. My orders from the admiral were te

+ attack and destroy all vessels bearing Spanish
colours; taking oare te plynder them of every
thing valuable, and eitber put their créws te im.
medinte death, or reserys them for exedution on
my rvetarn. On the 21st of Oetaber I sailed,
saon after day:breek, and about neoh(saw a large

" schepner having the sppearance of a privateer,
3 considerable distance tp the windward. She
proved to be a Bermuda and Clipper huilt veasel,
and a quik sailer, byt as the garvette was alan

- . & fgst seilar, we onma np with hagabout seven p.m.
and in a few minutes were in close aection. Bhe
mounted aix iwelve-ppunders and a long twenty- -
four an & swivel, whiph she had used in the chase,
but without effect; The.contest was short; on
i‘bo:au‘ding‘ the men fled from their quarters, and
to my surprise, although they ware certain of being
{all put to death, surrendered at oncej and at glght
p-m. she was gafe in my wpke, with a portion of
wy crew op board har.  The corvette received po
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injury, and only three of her men were slightly
wounded. The next morning (I\ went on ‘hoard ,
to examine the prize, and found a large quan-
tity of goods and specie, the plunder of various -
vessels, together with arms, ammunition, and;
clothing for one thousand men, which she was!
carrying to Caraccas for the garrison there. All
these I had transferred to the corvette, and re-
moving the prisoners, I sank the schooner at:
once. It grieved me to take so many poor fel-:
lows to certain death, and I would willingly have
suffered them to escape could I have found any
reasonable pretext for doing so; but my orders
were peremptory on that head; and my commis-'
sion, and in all probability my own life, would have
been the sacrifice had 1 disobeyed them. Indeed,

as T have before observed, if I had obeyed them
to the letter, I should have caused the unfortunate
captives to be massacred at once, before I sank
the schooner, for which purpose the Sambos were
kept on board the vessels belonging to the Inde-
pendents; but as that was out of my line altogether,
I left it to those most aggrieved, and therefore
most inclined to become superintendants of their
execution. '
* After a short cruise off Trinidad, as I could hear
no ‘intelligence of the expedition, I returned to
Margarita, thinking that the prize which I-had
captured would be of some little service, as the

AN
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treasury there was exhausted before 1 sailed,
while that at Angostura was known to be com-
pletely drained. The money, as I had anficipated,
proved a seasonable relief; and my ‘patron, the
general, was neither slow nor sparing in his praises.
He warmly congratulated me on my suctessful
debit ; and expressed his determination to write
an account of the affair to the Congress at the -
capital, and to send them 200,000 dollars as a
moiety of the specie. Not so the admiral; the
idea of owing any thing to a foreigner was intoler-
able to him, and he endeavoured to put an effectnal
stop to my future efforts, by pretending to want
the corvette .for a particular service; in lieu of
which' he offered me an old brigantine, totally
unfit for any ‘service, and generally used as a
receptacle for the sick, being manned only by
about forty Indians and Sambos. The general,
however, soon silericed him again; and I was per-
mitted, much against his will, to retain the vessel,
rismendez recommending me to go to Angostura
_with the specie myself, as I could then get my
‘rank confirmed- by the Congress. - I followed his
jadvice, and was received by the vice-president
i with great politeness, and as far as his means would
allow, with equal hospitality.
~ The{Republic was at ‘this time in a wretched
-, state of insolvency, and the amount sent by Aris:
mendez to the Congress was a sum which it had
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not possessed for tnany months, (Its poverty waa,
plainly denoted by the appearance of its members, :
wlo more resembled a troop of mendicants than a
body of legislators. Most of them were attired in’
a ooarse, striped, cotton shirt, with trowsers of
the sarhe material, patched in different directions ;.

e straw hat grown old and dirty with constant

wear, and a European blanket, with a hole cut in
the centre for the head to pass throung thrown'

over the shoulders as a capote or oloak. /Some
few were fortunate emough to possess shoes, or
boots; others had the remains of them attached to
their feet with little ropes made of cow-hide,
termed sogos, in humble imitation of ‘the Roman
sundal ; but by far the greater number hdd their
feet wrapped in a piece of cow-kide, eahvas, or
blanket, while the whole of them were destitite
of stovkings, A wort-out halffumished mule,

adorned in some instanves with & hassar saddle
and its trappings, but more comthonly with a back .

galled by a seut suniewliat resembling an English

packsaddle; a misket, tnd a iiachetti, completed

theif equipthent; and thus attiréd ahd mounted,.
they tode in procession to the Government Housd

_ b the three ddys a week hppointed for thei.i .

assembhn?)
Oni the Motday following the day of my athval
I whs desited to uppeur before the Cotigress, in

brdet to veboive the eonfirmution of My rahk, which -
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direstion I attenderl to) and certainly, as far as
; ipromises anfl verbal enoonragemehﬁ went, T had
‘rénson te be perfectly satibfieds I was establistied
in‘the rdiik of & bommander of ships of the second
plass ; which is about équal to that of a junior pobt-
captain in the British navy, except in the article
of emolumeént, which, in' the Repibliosn servics,.
is ono-third more than in the English; dmounting
to fifteen shillings per day. 1 also pdssessed un
equivaleht rank in the aymy: in which, if ¢alled
upen; I was gompelled to serve. . The distribution
of ‘prises, orehalf of which wds elaimed by go-
vethment; was not to take place until theit indes
pendence was ebtablished, or the wat otherwisé
términated ; bt whieh' perioil all elaims wers to be
sudited, dnd thrée months dllowed for payment,
whick wis 0 be made vh bills on the government,
at six months” date: -
~Huprebses wert immediately sent off to the
. President Bolivir, inférmihg hitn of the temporury
supply received by the Congrexs, o portion of
i which was furwarded té aid bii in his purposed
. ‘tevolukien of the New Grenadiatis. The despatches
‘having been mbde up from the Vicespresident to
. Geberal Arismendez, I sailed imuiediately for
Margaritd, wheré 1 130&0@0!1 the 24th of Dégens
ber. (f was liera informed that the ‘adiiral and
1 the fleet had . sailed 1o one knétr whithdr, o¢ for
| whit purpose; or wien they wotlld returns 5o that
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I 'was now, at least for a short time, free:from:the
restraint which the admiral's. prejudices n’dﬁn—(
sulting manners imposed wpon.me. Three weeks!
glided away ip this manner, smoothly and happily,
when a brig-of-war came in 0 apnounce the arrivil’
of the fleet. Having previously received orders’
from Arismendez to sail on. a secand .cruise, En,
search of the British legion, and baxing by his desive | ‘
only waited for this signal for starting, I harried on i
board and-got under weigh. I was not, however, ;
in sufficient. time to escape the admiral’s notice,
who made:a signal for my return ; .and on my-doing
- 80, ordered me to come back in three ﬂt.\ys,whother'
I folliin with- the brigade ornot; but.subsequently
, he altered his eommands, and insisted thatdshould
not return’until 1 -had. met:with thein. ':/Fhis, from
~ the length: of time I was kept. wponi the:look-out,
I thought would never arrive; 1.however cime
across three Spanish merchantmen and a small
schooner, all of which 1 fortunately captared, and
as usual destroyed, after. removing every thing
worthy of preservation. . This employment served
to pass away the time and keep upthe-spirits of
my men, who, -although they had .been in the Ve-
nezuelan service more.than twelve-months, kad -
never before taken a-prize. ' After a three days
cruise to the eastward, from the' period of my last’
capture, I at length fell in with the' first divisibn of
the legion, under the command. of Colonel yos-
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sett; and after delivering my orders to him, that
officer judged it more expedient to proceed di-
rectly to the dep6t, than to go first to Trinidad,
/The troops were landed at Margarita, in good
health and spirits; ‘and after staying there a few
\days only, I again sailed- under orders to cruise off '
.Trxmdad until I should fall in with the second: dl-
wision, under General Enghsh)
fme weeks elapsed before I could hear any
dings of these anxiously expected auxiliaries;’
jbut ultlmately, on my return to Trinidad, after a
{ temporary absence in'chase of a bnganhne, I found
i General English there, and rather in an awkward
predlcame@ On the arrival of the expedition, in
accordance with the instructions forwarded to him
in England, the general had proceeded to Mr.
Henderson, the republican agent at Trinidad, for
~\further orders, when, to his astonishment,he found
B \that an attempt was made to detain both himself
_and the troops by the local authorities, under the
: pretenice of orders from the governor of the island,
Sir:Ralph Woodford, whose feelings were repre-
sented as decidedly hostile to the object of this
armament. How far these representations were
correct I.cannot take upon myself to assert; but
certain it is, -that@.ll‘ the force that could be mus-
-;‘ter‘ed was ordered out to .oppose the departure of
‘the'troops, and of the six ships under the general’s
~;orders, who got on board with some difficulty, and
VOL. I E
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being . determined to .resist tg the utmost{ of his .
power, he was preparing for agtion, when I.fortt, .
uately returned. Qbserving what was.going for |
ward, I hastened to General Eniglish, on poard the t
Juplter, in order to deliver my despatohes. and in-}
quire into the cause of the interruption, Ifognd g
him ill, and greatly agitated, and he requested my}
assistance with extraordinary earnestness to b&qt.{
back tha force of the island. My assurances of aid '
appeated..to lassen his auxiety, which almost .en- ;
tirely supsided when I pointed aut to_him the fae-
blepess of the hogtile squadeon. I accardingly -
teturned to my own ship, and inade:close up to aj -
large schooper, which, heing the best of all the op-
posing farce, was hearing down upon the. foremost
ship of the Engligh’s division. A. broadside from;
the chrvette, fired with much eoolness. and preci-:
sion, sept her feremast over her side, and did,
considerdble injuty to her hull, besides killing and
wounding many of ber hands, A discharge from,
- the ships of the divisivn.followed, and so intimi-,
dated the Trinidadian fleet, that, like Falstaff,
deaming ‘f discretian the better part of valoyr,”
they put back, and left us to the prosecution of onr,
voyage in peaog. If they had not done so, the.
whole of them must hava been sunk, as every ship
of the axpedition was exceedingly well armed and
~ minned ; and I believe that all their commanders
were equally brave and skilfal. '
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"We ow salled for Margarifa, where we arrived,
withibat ‘furtier molestation, on the 19th of April.
The corvétté was so laden with the produde of the
last prize I had captured, which consiitéd of stores
sétit by Spain for the use of her tr00ps, that T was
gl Yo' unlodd her; and as in the coutse of the
~ féW skirmitishes in which she had been engaged, she
4 teckived some injury, it was uecessary to have
¥ ¥epatted. The trifling service which'I had
rendered to the expedition at Trinidad, was eulo-
gizéd far more than it merited by General English,
who gooh perceived that the sabject was unpleasing
to the' adiiral, and T have ‘no doubt praised me
mdre ‘to ahdy him, thati from any conviction that
T'deserved all this excess of cotimendation.  How-
ever this miglit be, his praises only served to in-
creass the' dislike which the admiral felt for me as
a foreigner; more especlally as English, who was
very satirical, amused himself oecasionally with na-
tional allusions which would’ certainly have been
much better avoided. My staunch friend and
supporter, General Arismendez, was not silent on
the occasion ; and between the two, the gallant
admiral found but little peace in théir society, and
thetefore retired to his ship, which he seldom left
during his stdy at the island. He thence, however,
made ‘a report to Congress, in which he blamed
Genkral Arismendez for endangerting the safety of
his courtry, by procuriiig & conimand for me § gnd

E 3
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condemned my conduct throughoiut as boyish rash-
ness, although he admitted thiat the stpplies T'hixd
brought “in ‘were very opportune. This repbt,
however, fdiled to' do ‘me the injury idtended, 'for
the Congress, being in'such a needy state, did bt
cdre whether ¢ boyish rashness” .or the cdutioh of
matirity relieved them from it; nor would {héir
necessities allow them to dispense with thie chatice
of farther' relief, in comphtnent to naﬂbnal’ pte-
judices.” - - e
Admiral Briox 'was a native of the' island’ of
Curagoa,” of Dutch ‘extraction, and a'man of very
largé property. When he first entéréd tlie service
f Venezuela he' was netitly forty years of age, and
entirely unacquainted with nautical affafirs, having
never seen service of any 'kind. His prineipal in-
ducement Was probably that of fame and notoriety,
as lié Hgréed' 1o diquip'a fleet at his own cost,'if'he
were permitted ‘to retain the command of it, and
to'rank as’ fikst admlral of the state. - The means
he possesded of | ralsmg a navy, which the’ goverh-
ment much needed, havmg then only a few surall
schboners"” in their ‘service, could have been' its
only inducement to accept his-offer. 1 am' in-
deed pérsuaded that he had: the watrmest desire
for' the good of the Republic,'and that he acted
‘in his’ naval cupacity according to"thé-'best ‘of
his ‘jidgment, ‘and with the purest'intentions as
regarded tli¢ sacred cause in which' he was' “ehe
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.gaged; but on the. other hand, he, was unquestion-
ably) weak-minded, and. entirely  destitute of the
DErYe, talent, and -experiepce, so gssential to a
gommander who.had to cope with the 'yv,ell-orga-
Jmized, and yeteran seamen of Spain. . .,
i+ J.,am aware, that in this estimate of the cha-
-ragter of Admiral Brion, I risk the imputation of
.the indulgence of a desire to revenge myself for
the ipimical. feelings which he manifested towards
myself, by detracting from his general merits. 1
hope, I may be credited in the assurance, that such
is.in no respect the case. . The foalings of irrita-
_ tion, which. I, confess were at the moment excited
" .by his attempts to crush my youthful hopes "
fame, have years.since suhsided, and the cause
of ithem been mearly forgotten ;, or if remembered
it is.only with that spirit of fargiveness, and allow-
angce, for the errors of human, nature, whioh, I
-trust, will be extended to my own. fajlings. . Be-
sides, he is in the grave, and all ;apimosity would
have, been buried with him, had it existed so long.
His death was occasioned. by. a_disorder; of the
mind, which, I donbt not influenced most of his
actions thraugh life; although. it did not, while I
was under his command, show itself openly. Some
observations upon his.conduct as a commapnder,
.were, indispensable, in allusion to the, warfare in
- which -he was called toact so prominent a part, as
forming one of the many combined causes for its
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unnecea,sﬁ'y protraction. Tt is evident to all per-:

sons in the least degree. acquainted with the
affairs of Colombia, that the strugglé might have
been terminated in & much sherter time, and with ;
much less effasion of blood, than were actially
wasted in it, bat for the frivolity and want of eon-
sideration which attended the actions of the' ax
Jority of its echiefs,; '

To show that I do not mean to 1mpute .errors 10
Admiral Brion, simply on the ground of indivi-
dual assertion, I will relate a circumstance whioh
must be familiar to all those who. have been in.ihe
Colombian service, of which there dre many new

@ England, to whose correotion of ‘course I am
amenable. On ore ocoasion, Admiral Brion, at
the head of the entire fleet of the Indspendents,
appeared off Cumana, when the Spaaish sguadroh
was lyitiy. at ancher ‘in the bay, ;perfectly assaib-
able and unprepared for an attacki The greater
part of the crews were ashores; and. those on
board very mueh intoxicated, as was plainly indi-
cated by the loud and reiterated shouts whioch
reached our ears. - One of the ships of the Inde-
pendent fleet was so pear to ‘the enemy as to be

on the point of boarding a fine frigate, when -the

admiral, who had cautiously removéd from the van
to the rear, wiade a signal . for the return of owr
foremogt ship,  and for owr imimediate: sailing.
Bquelly surprised and disappointed, we oheyed 5

i
1

|
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.and fornd that his-ohject in thus.sheering off, was
“am apprehended gttack from the batteries, which
goald got, he. said, fail to do aserious injury to
tho fleet. Captain Chitty, a brave end. intelligent
Boglisk officer, who commanded the ship which
then carried the admiral’s flag, earnestly begged
wibe-allowed to attack, but to no purpose, Briop
insisted upon our Jeaving the Spauiards as we
found them, Coansistently with this detezmination,
he contented himself with displaying his. force,
" finang a salute of twenty-one guns, and. hoisting #
demi-jean of wine, and a living turkey, at each
yard-axm of his own vessel, as if e convey to the -
enchy. a due notion.of the sypegiority of living
board hik own fleet, rather than pf:a professi
- determinationn to try who ware the best men:
Preposterbus s the deportment recerded.in this
aneedote may appear, it is well autheptionted, and
for a-long time the admiral was ameng the sailors
in derision termed ¢ The Turkey-epok.”.
+ - Officers-in the Colombian navy are entitled fo e
comparative raok in the ammy, by which they mpy
be addressed on all occasions, and to weer its
uniform if they please. According ¢o this¢ regu-
lation, Admiral Brion ranked as capisin-genarel;
-and was usually seen on bhis quarinr-deck, attired
n an Boglish hussar jacket and scarlet pantaloons,
:With & broad stripe of gold lace down each side,
# fiold ‘masshal’s wpjform dat, with a very Jarge
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Prussian. plume, and an:enormous pair of dragbon
boots, with heavy gold. spurs of a most.indonve~
nient length. -He always:signed - himself ecaptain-
general, and was so addressed by his offiders: and
men; and-if any. of them ‘negléeted this. title) or
substituted that of admiral,they seldom -regeined
" his favour. . - - Ceeivilole

As'a pnvate mdmdual there were many exoele
lent traits- in his character, but he was deplorably
deficient in the: qualifications for the important post
assigned to him; and to this misfortune -only are
the numerousescapes of-the Royalist squadrens
to be attributed. - In the one, dhe: particulars of

hich - I have recited, he 'might have taken: ot

estroyed - every:‘vessel in'. the : bay of Cumana, -

which would, in al ‘huinan probability; have: ter
minated :the war im'Joss than six inonths;;- as the
militavy suppliesi would- have .been ‘completely cut
offjland . the: amyy, being reduced to-a state of desc
titution -as to. ammanition. and stores; must:have
capitalated;: - Nor is:this.the only-one by miany,
. of similar-opportunities that were lost wdzr ‘his
command. SEL

“To his own countrymen, Admu'al Brion was ex-
tremely liberal ; and even to foreigners he would
frequently do all the service in his power, in points
-not conhected with naval advancement. He often
-made valuable presents to the British officers from
his own stores; and if a request of this sort was
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preferred, it was seldom refused, but given in a
ten-fold degree. At times, however, so'much was
his disposition. affected by his mental malady, he
would allow the army to be in a-starving state,
without giving. them any of the immense stock of
pravisions -he always took care to-bave his ships
stored with. He was at all times hospitable and
profuse in his. entertainments, and at swch mo-
ments .every thing could. be obtained from him,
exwpt fighting and naval promotion.'© - . ‘
- +Admiral-Brion was - succeeded by General Pa-
dilla, who was appointed.commandant of marine.
He is a nativg of Rio de la. Hacha, andia a Sambo.
As may be expected, he is perfectly illiterate; and)
cannot. even vead, but:hd isvery brave, and a
good practioal seaman. . Hisiown merits, .and the
chances created by the: revélwtionary .war, toge-
ther ‘witli some influence which: he lag ever: pos-
sessed. with his tribe, bave conspired: to. raise him
to the -command' he now -enjoys:: He -has many
good: quiliies as a private individual, and is
generally esteemed - for his strict mtegrlty and

honour

-l
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CHAP’I‘ER IV

Privationsof the British Legion'at Margarita, and their Operation upon
the Troops—Author proceeds an & Cryise to procyre Suppli
Assistance afforded by Admiral Brion—Intrigues of Urdenetta
against Arismendez—Arrest of the Tutter, and its inldéhiévbua
Results—Characters bf Urdeneita, Valdes, and Calone}: Miontilla
—The Expedition sails—Storming of the Moro, and ¢ruel Mas-
sacre of the Prikonerd—Military Inaptitude of General Urdenetta
—Anthor heads aBody'of Seaman attached to tiie Land Service—
Capture of Barcelona—Imprudence of the Commander-in-Chief
—Description of Baroelona—-Deceptmns of the inthood and
Simplicity of the Women

%s 'S00D as the froops had been:landed af, Marga-\
rita, General English commenced their organisa. |
tion, in which he succeeded with much difficulty. ;

It was now discovered that a most indispensable .
grticle in war was wanting, namely, money. The
govexnment had omitted to make any provision
for the wants of the legion; a neglect which I

believe  arose rather . from inability than. indiffey-
ence. However caused, all that the generals
Urdenetta and Arismendez could command to
defray the expenses of organising and victualling
the troops during their stay in the island, and their
subsequent transportation to the scene of action,

was the amount brought in by the naval captures.
This could only emable them to exist for a short
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time, as General Urdenetta, with a degree of
cupidity which signalised the whole of his con-
duct, had appropriated a considerable portion of it
to himself, which he expended ejther in the inor-
dinateé gratification of his personal wants, or
.aquandered away .in gambling. The prinoipal
-support ‘of the men for several days was the sugar-
cane produced in the island, which was served out
to them three times & week; but it afforded a very
inadequate pubsistencé for FEuropeins; and as
there appeared no prospect of amendment it their
situation, they naturalty became disheartened. At
first their discontent was shown by complaints and
murmurings only, but these were speedily followeq
by a spirit of utter insubordination; and they
finally refused’ to go through the necessary ex-
erdises, or to comply with any kind of discipline:
"At this crigis our admiral not only refused to allow
puy of his efficers to proceed upon d cruise, bnt
denied the famished troops a portion of the provi
sions with which his ships were literally orammed ;
and maintained his obstinacy. in the face of the
most urgent remonstrances of Arismendez and his
colleague. - The generals then seént for me, and
for another officer, - an enterprising and gallant
young man, named Russely who commanded a brig-
of-war, and urged us to get under weigh, unknown
te. the ‘admiral, and endeavour to obtain some
yelief either by cepture, dr by protceeding to An-
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gostura, and representing the case to the Congress,
who, it was hoped, might not.have rexpended the
whole of their portion of the recent prize-money.
As they undertook to be answerable for the con<
sequences of our disobedience, we. complied ; .but
were not so fortunate in oyr exertions as was, deJ
sirable in the way of capture ; while the latter a1~
ternative proved a forlorn hope, as we had, antiei-
pated. We only succeeded in taking a smabl:
schooner laden with provisions, and having about;
14,500 dollars on board, ‘belonging to the mastey,
who was bound for Maracaibo, then in possession
of the Royalists. On' the other hand, our appli-
ration to the 'government proved fruitless, as it
alleged its own wants to be so pressing as to pre-
clude compliance. With the small relief, there-
fore, obtained from the captured schooner,’we,
returned to Margarita, and found affairs in a much
better state than when we quitted it. The admiral,
who had come to his senses, began to see that he
might getinto some disrepute by his obstinacy; and -
had advanced a sum of money from his own purse,
and supplied the brigade with pecessaries, which
being now disciplined, marched from Pampatar to
Juan Griego, for the purpose of embarkation early
in the month of July, and was soon got on board
the fleet..
- The troops, at length having: plenty of every
article which they required, were in the highest
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'staté-ofekhilavation ;- éager for the opening of the
éafnftgr, und foll of conidence in- their ultimate
‘success. ~'We now, therefore, only waited for the
‘Hative forces of Margarita to join, when intrigae
"an‘d jetloudy, the predominant evils' of the Vene-
‘Zuekin’ gbvernment, and the general hinderance
o its’ effective operations, occasioned a serious
'digtite’ between -the 'generals: Arismendez ' and
p)denbtta, which threatened to render nugatory’
the ' expenseé of ‘raising these: long-expected and
desirable auxiliaries, as well as make useless the
strony desire they evinced to signalise themselves
inithe bérvieein-which they had engaged.: '
heén''Bolivdr gave up the idea of taking the
' froops raised by General English with him to New
iGrenlada, General Arismandez, being the senior
lofficer 'by! mahy -years, was, appointed by the
!Congress, with: the sanctiow of the president, to
ithe sole and undivided command of them. Tt t now,
‘however, appeared ‘that General Urdenetta who
. “aspired to ‘this' command,’ had prevailed upon
‘Bolivar to despatch him to Margarita, in ‘opposi-
tiow’to-the vote of the Congress, to take the im-
mediate command of ' the legioh, subject to the
orders‘of-Atismendez,” who was yet acknowledged
‘the'superior. The latter, on the other hand, very
naturally wished to retain his post, and his unli-
mited ihfluence with the Margaritaniens, who could
‘medur- be brought to leave the ‘island without
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their idolized chief, made it dangérous and impu:
litic to supersede him. Ftom his extreme popu-
larity he could not only have withdrawn the
islanders from the campaign ; but as every one of
them would have participated in his quarrel, and

cheerfully died in his defence, he could Hive
driven the Republicans from the place with'ease,”
had he been so inclined. 1t was, therefore, of thé

highest importance to governiment not to itritate d:
leader 0 formidable; but the envy and ambition
of Urdenetta would net permit lim to remain
second in rank. He therefore assumed & positive
tone, and asserted his ‘right to the supreme com-
mand under the orders ‘of Bolivar, and ordéted
. the veteran Arismendez to get the hatives ready
for embarkation ; but as the latter, either by, com-
plying with this or any-other order, would have
been submitting to the assumption of what he
deemed his andoubted right, he did not care to
aid the exéttions of another. Urtenetta then

represented, that Arismendez had harangued his

troops to produce a contrary effect; and on this
allegation he founded his justification for adopt-
ing the strong measure of making the latter a
prisoner. Whether this representation was trut,
ar whéther the people of Margarita dcquired in-
formation of the intentions of Urdenetta from
other sources, is uncertain, altiough the latter is
most probable ; but they certainly flew to-arms in

.
B |
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opposition to him, while we were lying at Juan
Griego, and speedily toek the mountainous pass
leading thence to Pampatar ; but here the mischief
ended.

- In the mean time, these demonstratlons of at-
tachipent only vendered; Urdenetta, the more de-
termined to gain his point; and he Tresolved to

;| cagse his unsuspecting opponent to be arrested )
upon charges. of treasonable disobedience to the
orders of the president, and of endeavouring to
exgite the pative forces to mutiny. In pursuance
of these intentions he formed a plan to have him
secretly couveyed to Angostura, to take his trial,
by which means he aslculated upon securing to
hithself the active command. General Valdez, a
oreature of Urdenetta's, was accordingly employed
to execute this plot, which was communicated to
no one but himself ; and in pursuance of his in-
structions he proceeded directly in a man-of-war’s
boat, with orders from General English to form a
strong detachment from a brig-of-war the same
everiing, and toland them, under the command of
a field-officer, These orders, the object of which
wiis not communicated, were implicitly cbeyed;
and theqnen hemg landed, were marohed, headed
; by Major Davy, | to the house of Arismendez, which
they surrounded. long before day-break. The

; ' general had but very shortly before retired to rest,
: baving had a party of friends to supper the pre.
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ceding evening, when Valdez and some people of;

his own entered the chamber, and made him pn-‘
soner. So little respect was paid :to him in thel
execution of this scheme, that he was actually hur-|
ried on board a vessel, in order to be sent to An-‘ '
gostura, three hundred miles up the river, Ofinoco,
without being allowed time to dress hxmsey)

The result of this bold manceuvre, howpvpr
proved as gontrary. to, the expectations of Urde,
netta, as injurious to the interests of the country
That leader had indulged the most sanguine hopes
that he should at least succeed in ‘destroying the
reputation of his rival; but he was severely dis-
appointed. The. Congress, after a mipute exa-
mination of the charges brought agamst the ve-
teran general, declared their perfect conviction of
his innocence, and of the malicious motlvesi
which had suggested them. He- was not only ho-;
nourably acquitted, but at the next meeting of the
Congress, elected their vice-president) without a
single dissentient voice or murmur. . -

The; country suffered a great loss in being de-,
prived "of the services of Arismendez as com-
mander of the expedition. The first movements,
of the campaign showed how much, in every mi-
litary requisite, Urdenetta was his inferior; to
whose want of firmness and decision, together,
with a total absence of foresight—to use the very
mildest terms for his conduct—may justly be .
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' dttribatéd a part of ‘the many clrcumstances which
cbl\lsp'ﬁ'ed to’ prolong ‘the war, and give incalcu-
. Tabié" aﬂ\‘anldges to’ the ene‘my The force was
aléﬂ’ éonSIderany dlmlmshed and subJected to
rfhh y i)i‘i'vatlons, owmg to the removal -of Aris-
mehdés'; for'as saon as it became known to the
natlves of Marganta that their general was ar-
dﬂ" and’ forced off to the capital for trial,)and
tha’t e command had devolved upon Urdenetta,
e ery man who -had volunteered to serve w1th
> 'tlie Brltlsh amountmg to aboitt 800, deserted ) with
the exceptlon of not quite 300 inferior - troops,~
and ‘none of the inducements so alluringly held
forth could induce a single one of them to return.
The /ﬁ;lmense supplies which Arismendez could
'have commanded in that part of the country to
4whleh the expedltlon was destined, were also all
‘losj) and Urdenetta possessed neither the means
nor the inclination to make an .adequate- compen-
sation. However, as the latter had for the-pre-
sent settled affairs to his own satisfaction, imme-
dmte(o?ders were given for our sailing. We ac-
' cordmgl) )got under welgh on the morning of the
14th of J uly, and- proceeded dlreetly for.Barce-
lona, a town of some .importance on the Spanish
Main; the attack of which was to form the- first
object -of our expedition, after being joined by
the - native - forces of Venezuela. The leading
officers of the division were Urdenetta as first in
VOL. L . F

\ \
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command, ang Brigadier-Genera} Valdez 43 sepopd;
General English retaiping the command of his qwn
tropps, and Colopel Moptilly acting as gefe de
estadq (chief of the taff) to Urdenetta. General
Urdenetta apd Colgne] Monptilla are natjves of

South America, Valdez is a Spaniard.

- Urdenetta js the son pf a hacienda, or fapmer,
who lived in what may he termed epsy circpm-
stanges. ‘Whep the Revolation was ip its ipfancy,
he joined the standard of his country, and soon
after beipg placed under the immediate command
of Bolivar, from his complyipg and infrigning -
disposition sopn became one of his greatest f3-
vourites. This statiop he ‘has ever sincg main-
fained, por ig he Jikely to lose it, as there are few
men jp the Republi¢c more active in intrigue or
dexterqus in the gycitemept of party spirit than
himself, oy that will sg ynhesifatingly enter into the
views gf any pergan wha is, by the fluctuating tide
of popplarity, emporarily in possession of the pin-
uggle of eminencg. In this fagility he perhaps even
equals Santander, of whom I shall have occasion
tq speak herepfter.  With much shrewdpess and
sagacity, and p natural digposition o dea] in plots
which reqpire art and deception in their exegution,
apd reward for thejr completion, he is deep in
his desigps, cypming in their promotion, and ye-
morseless ag to their gperation. Studipusly cau-
tious a8 to the Jine of conduct he should seem to
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follow, he keeps the high road to himself, and
directs his colleagues to the paths of dxfﬁcqlt
disgrace, and danger. Posgessing the outwqrti
mabners and address of a gentleman bpt totally
deyoid of the honourable prmplples wb;ch belong
to the character, he assumes thq semblance of can-
dowr, uprightness, and sincerity, without a spark
of any png of those qualities. Concealmg the cold-
bloaded, plottmg designer beneath the dlsgulse
of frankness and openness of demeanonr, he wormsg
h}mpelf with inconceivable coolnegs ‘and address
- into thg.confidence of thos® whose destructi0p he
is all the while meditating. He h;\s ap unconquer-
ahble dislike to the English, which he has carried
§0 far as to i ingpr the risk of i maunpg his country
and the sacred cause in which they were mutua,lly
epgaged; apd the English, in return, s by ng
meaps very partial o him. That he is a brave
npancpnnotbe disputed, but his want of gxperience
ip military tactics, and other defects, render him
ynfit for pny command beyond that of g band of
Guerjllas. Bolivar has rewarded him with the
 distinguished rapk of captain-general ; how he has
earned this distinction by his military services will
in the sequel be seen.

Gengral Valdez is.a tyrannical, despotic, hloog-
thirsty mopster, whope feracjouy deeds hays since
emmged his syspension by Congress. As 8 colils

F2
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mander he i is haughty, msolent oVer-bearmg, and
ignorant. :

Colonel Montilla is a worthy man, a branrb »solt-
dier, and 'an accomplished gentleman. H¢' has
made the tour of ‘Europe, is familiarly acquaitted
with the principal living and dead languapes;.and
possesses considerable theoretical and praetical
experience as a military officer. He is too re-
served to, be companionable, and partakes rather
largely ‘of the sullen pride of the old Castilian;
but has otherwise & world of good qualities. It is
hardly reasonable to expect that, surrounded by
such men as Urdenetta, Valdez, and Santander,
he should escape persecution; his very . virtues
alonie rendered him an object for their. malevolent
attacks. By the former he was acctnsed of treach-
ery to Bolivar, and in consequence was obliged
to quit the country.” After remaining fora time:in
disgrace, the « Libertador” being by some chance
convinced of his innocence and rectitude, recalled
and restored him to his' lost rank. He is'nowia
general officer, and much and deservédly : re-
spected by all ‘classes, but partlcularly‘ by the’
English residents.

General English was an Irlshman, as were- most
of the officers of the brigade. . As an officer he
‘was destitute of energy, and experience; as @
man he was generous and open-hearted. All.thet
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can be said of him in reference to his conduct as
commander of the British legion is, that he mis-
toek his profession, for which indeed he was phy-
sically unfitted.

On the 16th of July we_arrived off Barcelona,
Iwhich stands about nine miles up a small river na-

wigable only by small craft, on a.plain bearing the _;

same name. - At the entrance of this river stands
the: Moro, a lofty hill in the exact form of a sugar-
loaf, ‘extremely well fortified, and mounting very
hedvy artillery. This fortification commands the
mouth of the river, and the whole of the anchorage ;
and.at this time contained a garrison of 1300 men.
Four mites to the windward of ‘the fort is a long
narrow  sand-bank; united to the main land and
stretching mearly across the river. . It is in many
places - perfectly dry at ebb-tide ; and has seldom
more: than four or five feet of water onit. The
. fleet brought up about a quarter of a mile to lee-
ward- of the bgr; and the troops were landed at
an ‘Indian village, named Pozuela, two leagues
and " a! half from' Barcelona, ‘where the enemy’s
piquets had been posted ; but had retired on our
approach, with all the mhabxtants in the greatest
alarm, - ' '

* At noon on the 17th, the @membarkatlon was

completed, -and the native troops having joimed

us, thé division formed in the order of march; the
’cavalry, which was dismounted, under a very



98 recoLLECHENS oF X service

brave dhid intelligent offier, Colotiel Stopfotﬂ :
the infantty indet Colonél Blossett, who was
equally brave and Skiiful ; dnd the artillery udder
the gallant Colonel Woodberry ; the teniaindet,
% mized forct of titives snd 4 German rifle ¢ Corps
which had fireviously been under his command,
were led by Colotiel Uslar, a fitie old Hahgverian
eteran, whose steady courdge and militaty ability
couldl ot be exceeded®

(W hen the division had all got ashore, the shipd

sailed directly fot thie Moro, which had not shown k

aity disposition to oppose our entrance to the Hak
and after an hotii’s cantionading, 1 was ordered by
the adniiral, who as usual had kept cautlous]y 1
the reat, to accomliany a body of seamen asflore,
as a storming partylunder the commanid of Captain
Chitty. The place was carrled without the loss of
a ian ; and now followed the hortible neces31ty of ;
thhessmg the general massacre. This was the‘

* Thid gallant officer had beey taken prisoner in March, 1819;
by General Morillo, who had, with ‘his accustomed sgverity,
conﬁned lum within the walls of Porto Bello, and compelled
him to sweep the streets daily, with chains uipon different
parts of hig body weighinig nearly oné lundred weight. He
was kept in this situation till the armistice completed by Bohvar
with the Spanish general in 1820, when it was agreed, as p per-
sOnal favsur to thé president, that he should. be set at liberty,

) |

which was done in the eafly fiait of 1821. Hé was theh hads -

colonel of the gtenadier guarfls ; which rénk, I beliéve; lie sull
retams, but merely holds it in the hope of getting hig e]auns
tipon the government alscharged which has ot yet bebn done
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\first scefie of cdol-blooded sldughtet that I Had
“dgber Wlfnessecﬁ it was Bqually strangé ‘to Inatiy
others! and a very tertific oné it wisi 'Thé
Spantitds, whis Hid bbhaved with #reat pusil
’;lﬂhnmty, had 1o sooibE siitréiitlered, thaft the
mnatives, who had dccoidpariéd d¥; bégan thelt
indrdérous work ; arid it wad tontifuedl Wwithdut in-
tetmissiod, until 8Vety iddilvidtll of the entire
1400 twhs despatchel. Myself and the whale of
the British kept aloof frof this spectitlé #s muck
%3 possible, and did bt intetféke ai'tet thé colbuts
‘of the fort wete strilck ; But it Was tmposdiblé to
avoid qeemg the ffects of th Butchibty, and tHe
mght bf so dny fhutilited creatlires, some of
‘whoin shﬂ writhed in the agorilés of duith § thiett
groaus, the torrents of blodd fﬁéhﬁig' oli ail gidéd,
the shoufs of the murderets, atiti their Hemon-like
.appéaraice s {hey $lidéd Sbef the tbngled Ear:
tassés; tovered with hifian gore; togethel With
ttie hedit-piércing cries for metcy of thdse whb
still lived, so shocked and disgusted i, that
sickened at the appalling scene I left thé pldce,
and weiit nstantly od boardl; and I believe few bf
thié British who witnessetl thesé hottot§, any mdre
thai mysélf, thought of eatinig for at ledst two or
three days I received 4 severe repriniﬂnd d§
Hid my brother officers, and the seatmen, for ot
ﬁavuig takei 4fi dctive part in th¢ slanghter,
- Adaiiral muon ind ‘StBsedliently Glenefdl Uirdik:
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netta; both- informed us, that as we had entered
the: servicai.of Venezuela, we .were expected. to
conform. to itsiusages ;. and: in future. they insisted
on:our personal share aof: putting the prisoners, tp
death.. \We made no.reply.; but.I beleve all,ing
wardly. resolved never to.obey apy such prder..),,;.
The wes)mess and . military inefficiency. of, Ul'n
denetta. were now first : manifested... . The Moro,
‘being: takea,, theve -was. nothing to prevent hig,im-
mediate advanos, to the attack. of the city, whereby
he would - have captured; the whole forge, then in
it, which must _have .bgen destroyed; @, circum-
-stance of; much comsequence-in a2 war of extermir
nation.... He, heweyer, thapght it necessary, in the
first, instance,- to, disembark all the. six-pounders ;
and waited at. Boguelp,, uptil the. flegt copld return
to him ifrom, the fort, 4n compliance. with his re-
‘quest, ito-the. admiral .for- that purpose. . After
wasting: the: whole.day and night in landipg them,
a5 every person hut himself had foreseep, it was
found that.they, could not. be conveyed across .the
heavy.mprasses the army had to march through,
into which the soldiers sank knee-deep .at every
stride... . Mneh .time and. immense labour . were
expended. in fruitléss attempts to forward them,
until the, men appointed to the task became com-
pletely exhausted, and they were ultimately
left on- the beach,. under a subaltern’s guard
of patives.... 1t had _previpusly. been . determipgd,
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that -a party of seamen should be sent ashore to
assist'in conveying these guns over the marshes,
as also to work them afterwards, and to aid in any
other way which the general might deem necessary.
'ﬂ;'ee hundred men had been despatched from the
shxps, consisting. principally of my own crew; of
;whicl body, anxious to get out of the reach of the
+ " admital; T'made all the intercession in my power to
“obtain ' the command, and much to my satisfaction
succeeded,’ 1 was induced to court this opportu-
nity, by a ¢bnviction that little good cowld be done
by any officer under such a man as Brion, even in
activé- detvite; while the chance would be still
more slénder with the fleet in a state. of idleness.
. As alréady observed, my party was knocked up
at the: onset, by their laborious-endeavours to for-
ward the six-pounders; and some few of them
weré in consequence obliged to be left behind.
Luckily T did not want for voluntéers’ to ‘make up
the number; and although, from the causes just
assigned, we were no longer required to 'work
the guns, Urdenetta ordered us to accompany the

7% as a'storming party. -

(W e niarehed all night across the swamps) which
wids a work ' of indescribable ‘labour; and about
day-light on-the 18th, reached a narrow wood-built
bridge, thrown across the river directly in front
of the city. We had' advanceéd close along the
wargin of the river, expecting to encounter some
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piguets ; (but we only discovered a small party
just as we came in sight 6f some large and well-
constructed barracks o thie same side of the river;
with odrselves, near the bridge. These men had’
been left behind by the ordets of the Spanish’
commandant, to cut away the arches bf the bridge;;
m order to impede all immediate pursuit of them’
in their retreat. ‘They hid finished theit task,5
and upon seeitig us fled dtross the bridge by the.
assistance of ropes attached to it for the purpo’se;i
and which they tut dpoh gaining the bther side. i
We were fiow at a loss iow to proceed ; for we
had nothirig wherewithi to repait the bridge ; and in .
the tourse of our march iad only seen a few Indian
huts, thiiily scatteted along the river] froii Which
every thing likely to aid us had been rémg'ved of
biint. Generdl Urdenetta ordered me to tdke
the seameri forward; dnd ehdeavout to make the
bidge passable iti the beést manner we Were able,
the . rivér being tos deep fot the army to ford.
We atcordingly tepaired tb the spot, and ("ﬁ’éi'-
Ceivihg 4 very old Womaii oti the b'ppos‘{te side of
the river, peeping at us with much curiosity frbm -
beliind ati old boat, 1 hafled het, and reguested
that she would procuré s some tabolos.¥{ Slie
affected 1ot to kow where afly wére to be had ;.
but upon throwing hér Gver 4 couple of dolldt;
" S'ti-qng'“lfoi)es made of gdw—ﬁﬁé, yéry in‘génipusiy and -

I3

firtity twisted:: -
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and promiising her imore if she sitbecdet, she
,started off in kearchi ; and in about half #n hoiir
zteturned with a young tiln dhvmg' 8 riule with an
j abantarice of the article required. On perceiving
‘fig thé yotiig man fled ; bt the old worian re-
aliéd to tlaim her protiised reward: - By thie
/ inehns of the cibolos wé wete enabled to stiorigly
! . sécure the partly depdrated timbers of the bridge ;
and removitly &l the doots of the bafracks; and
-every thing we could distovet likely Yo b ser-
-vicéable, we sutceedéd iit the coilsttuction of &
- platform oyer the space formed by the Eittire re-
 fioval of the céitre arth; actoss wﬁic}r the trudps
defiled 11 perfect safety - :
‘ !ﬁiibn énteritig thé city we found- it qmte ‘de-
' ,Serted tiot a singlé individifal ‘wis 'to bé seen;
gavé the old woman who hid stpplied ud with the
‘tabolos, who marched triumphatitly it oui head,
; stopping at every ter paces t6 ask for her revard.
The Spamards had fled with thé utmiost -precipic
titfot it the ditection of Caraéeds, most 6f the
inhabitdtits follbwiilg ~ thém ; wiﬂle sbire of the
Supérior families hall répatred for  témporary
sHelter 16 the woods; until the ddtigéet should havé
stibsided. Froiii the staté in Which we found tHe
eity, it eotld not have been left Hidre thad thiee
or fbt houts: Not a singlé artielé of propdity
, Had & parehﬂy Been teitidved ; evei'y thikig r6-
a iﬂ&meg as if the Hihdbitalits had just gbie Gut for

»

9'7

—
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an airing ; the. fires were unextingaishedy and the
lights still bursing. Tn‘the house in which:I-took
up my quarters, a piano and-two guitars-were left,’
with pieces-of music strewed -around; as if the‘
intelligence of our approach had changeéd the motes
of harmony into the accents of terror ahd despéir
It was -therefore sufficiently evident, that if the
attack had ‘been made on-the preceding' evening,
the whole of the'troops in the town, amounting to
upwards of two thousand ‘mén, arms, ammunition,
baggage, horses, and mules, must m'evwably have
been captured. - '

Our possession of the cxty was! followed by
another act of imprudence,” which would- have
been unpardonable in the youngest officer:of the
division. When we entered-Bardelona it abounded
with wine ahd spirits, and it did not.require even .
ordinary 'penetration to.- be: quite certain of the
effect-the unlimited use of these would have upon
toen who were ‘flushed with their easy conguest,
and -elated with the idea they had formed of .the
dread entertained of thenr by the enemy.. To
prevent drunkenness on this occasion would: have
been easy, for there were excellent barracks, suf-
ficiently. cosnmodious to lodge the division: com-
* fortably ; and -as the river, situdted between: them
and the city, was too deep to be forded, a gudrd,
placed:at the bridge might have kept the whole
of them out of the latter. ¢ This was pointed out
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‘to ‘Undienktia- by - Gehardl English, but he ne-
 gleotédd to. profit by the: remark, and .iniless than
fthreb kours-there was not a sober individual in.the
;entirer division ; so that when the time came for
‘mmmﬁng ithe piquets, a sufficient number of -men
: coisld - tiot .be found who, were sufficiently in their
i nsag)n compreliend what was required of them:
ng;are then. was a situation for an army) and that
army the principal, indeed. the sole dependence on
~Nwhich: Venesuela could, rest her hopes of liberty!,
Every man in a state of inebriation, incapable -of
the least defence,(and within-a: few -miles of :the
enty, who might heve dashed in among us, with-
the,: possikility. of our..gaining ‘information -of
Jthelr* -approach - fer want -of piquets; and have
slaughtered the whole of us,} Moreover, how-easy;
while thiis uaprepared; would it have been for the
persons left- in ‘the woods, closé to the -cityy wbo
the Spamards notice: of fzt { After three .days- of
‘wainterrupted ' riot’ and: debauohery, e+ genernal
bétame alarmed - for his own safety, :and adopted
the plan. before snuggested ; but it was then too
late to preserve- the :town, and the-health of:the
division.-. To-intoxication had sneceeded plunder;
and’destruotion of property of. every kind; the
*principal ‘hauses .were -shorn -of every. portable
axtigle -of the :least value; and: pits: ‘were -dug;
wmio which: they werd indiseriminately thoown, and
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left to ret; the parties who had thus concealed
them haviag been tpo much inebriated. fo allovq\
them to remember the site of their hoard when |
sober ' ’

. I exerjed myself to the utmost to keep.my own
Lijtlg party.free from these excesses; and.althgugh
by ng means an easy task with sailors, by remaon-
strating with them on the danger which they.in-
curred hy pursping an apposite course, I succeeded
tolerably well, | was assisted in these remon-
strances by General Epglish and his officers ;
which, however, might not have completely suf-
ficed without the punishment of a fow of the mere
early transgressors, whom I had dipped .in the
viver yntil they were sobered ; and afterwards put
into irops, in which they were exppsed ta the gare *
of the rest; an exhibition that operated stropgly
on.-the beholder in repression of similar jndiscre-
tien. ] was now plso palled upon tg epforce the
arders of Usdenetta, by arresting the nymerous
parties. of the soldiery whg wesg - continually pa-
adipg the sireety, apd ponyeying them over the
piver to the barracks, from which I prevented theijr
return, hy placing 3 strong guard o the hridge,
patil - they -were restored to reason, - With the
personal aid of General- English, and the gfficers
of his legion, all this was happily eflected ; apd in
twe days the men refurned to their duty, although
much emaciated, and very ill from theis exaasses;
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Barcelons is a Iayge town, irvegnlarly bpilt, and
possessing but few attractions. Iis pgpalation way

. Yery nuperous before ' the war of extermination;

and many persqns of considerahle wealth continued
to repide therq up to the fipe of ifs desertion
by the:Spaniards; but they then refired to Ca-
reccay, where they haye since remained. - The
eathedrnl js a very large building, but therg is
nothing gtriking in its exigriel appesranoe except
its sige. The ‘architectyre is rude, and of no
partieular - style ; ip shape it was originelly an
ohlong squere ; but {wg-wings having hgen since
added to it, one pn eaeh side, it naw presents the
farm of a crogs. - J4 i hepwy in ifg oonstruction,
, andl ‘without the least harmony of parts; buj the
* interior, whigh' seems to hays been modernized, ig
very richly and heantifully ernamented, and bepss
some respmblante {a the Misster at York, althaugh
more eapacipns. The decerations were splendid,
and the plate, of which there was a vast quantity, of
the most mpseiverdescription. Like the generality
of Spanwh—buﬂt towns there is a phza, or square,
in the centre of Bercelons, from which the streets
branch at right angles. T many of these there
are no thoroughfares; while others lead {o the
varions rdads cut through the thick and -high
btushweod which surnauads the ety for mmy
miles, - -

In tbc cathedral we: fmmd " my females Y
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could be crammed into-it, loudly invoking mercy:
through the medium of their patron saints, which,
it scarcely need ‘be "added, are very-numerous. ;
Eachychristian name (has its own peculiar object of
adoration, represented by a little sdver lmageF
about ten or twelve inches in length, and to these ;
the women repair to invoke and supplicate. All:
their thoughts and inclinations ‘are unfolded to:
them ;- and on their birth-days they decorate them ;
with silk dresses, ornamented with gold lace, and:
such precious stones as they can command. These:
women had been shut up by the orders of the.
Spanish gdvernor, who would not permit them
to follow the army.. At first they were so timid as.
to fly like hares whenever they saw any -of the :
English ; but a little time convinced them we were -
not quite so shocking as we had been represented :
to them.. These women soon found an -opportunity
to inform all whom they could find in the woods of
the fair treatment which -they experienced, and
numbers came daily flocking in from their sylvan .
retrea@ who were chiefly of the middle classes.

It is astonishing to conceive what an effect had
been. produced on the minds of these weak deluded
people,(by the grossly deceptive descriptions of
the priestbood) The preposterous ideas which
they-had been led to form of -the English almost
surpass belief. A'hey had been taught to regard
us as savages and cannibals, who-would roast them "\ ,
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before large fires; and cut the flesh reeking from
thelr bodies, while yet alive, to devonr. When
we first made efforts:to establish a friendly um-
-derstanding with them, mapy were observed to
walk raund the men, and cast -very scrutihizing
‘ .loqks at them, as if searching for something which
they had been taught to.expect to find. . On being
questiored on the subject, they informed us that
their worthy pastors had assured them, that nature
‘had been so bountiful as to. furnish. us with -tails,
like monkeys; and they expressed -the greatest
‘supprise at their absence, They were also led to
believe, - that our heads were sunk beneath our
shoplders, as low as our bosoms. However, upon
being, satisfied that we. were neither: so headed
_‘nor sp tailed as,they had been indnced to imagine,
‘a tolerably good understanding subsisted between
‘us ;during our stay ; but. it was seme days befeve -
‘they were quite sure that we -woudd not -fatten
upon them, as a portion. of - cutoumy and fa-
vourite food,) . . - PR

* VOL. L. G
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CHAPTER IV..

Cathedral of Barceloria and Discoveries therein—St. Lawrence and
his valuable Appendigés—Anger of the Ihhabitarts at his
Spoliation—Military Incapatity of General Urdehetta—Critical
State of the Spanish Forces under General Morillo—Sufferings
of the British Legion, and consequent Mutiny and Desertion—
Barcelona surprised by a Spanish Force in the Night-time—
Repulse of the same—Injustice of Urdenetta to the Author and

v hother Officer—Rié-embarkation of the Division for Cumana—
Strange Misinehdgetnetit of Admiral Brion—Ceretnonious Naval
Chace—Murmurs of the Seamen—Ironical Remark by the Author
reported to Admiral Brion—Court of Inquiry.

Dorine the. inebriated state of the sdldiery, fears;
havimgr been entertained that the cathedral might'
share ih the gweneral devastation, & giliard tom-
posed of the seamwvn weres placed vver ity with-
orders to prevent thé bntrance of all persons
ekcépt the generals, the fisld-officers of the day,
and myself. The day after our arrival; Colonel
Blossett being field-officer on duty, I accompanied
him into the building, that we might pass away the -
time in an examination of it at leisure. («7 e had
no sooner entered, than we discovered Generali
English very busily employed in taking down an|
ancient painting which was fixed in an iron frame!
to one of the walls near the altar. It representedf
a battle between the Moors and the Spaniards,
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 just ‘at the wmoment of victory deelaring itself in
| favour of the latter. Its besutibs weré obscared
By the accumulated dirt of agess but the generily
swho was a connoisseur, thought thas if itd eelour
.could bé restored it would be wotth removing to
: Bhgland, where its antiquity und Value might be
idiily appreciated. It was aceordingly washed, and
'thé coldtirs nppenritig brilllaist, and in high pre:
‘dérvation, he resolved to ship it off with others td
his agent at Margarita) - -
~The example hiaving been thus set us, it will
fiot BE & siibject Tof sweptise thut we followed: its
'As $dort s the geldpal went vut, having ebtained
the 4sgistance of andthes eficet; we commuticed a
begular examiriation: 'The shar-piece, portraying
he Ctucifixion; wis plived In u cabved frume of
\ekqilisite Workimanship; ad toberbd by u lurge
ipiece 6f pitrple velvet; edgéd with broud gold lace,
On tapping rotind it, we judged by the hbllowhoss
of the souiti, that there wis b closes behilid itg dud
[cohtinuing our search, we found thrae spHng-belts
rather clumsily attached to the frame, upett the
touching of which the ultar:piede flew openy and
discloged a sphciéus rooin; filled with bexes
iof varioWd dimensions. Coldnel Blossktt, /who.
.thought that this appurent coticealimént; coupled:
iwith othér indications, itplied tHe existeive of a
‘hidden treasure, inmediately jumped inte the rosi
‘With such violénce thut thyriads of spiders snd ad
: G2

\
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enormous cloud of dust came tumbling about lus(
ears. After, shaking himself, to get clear of this
disagreeable annoyance, he assiduously com-
menced operations) = -

fgme of the boxes were about four feet sqnare,
others much larger, and the smallest were so;
weighty, that he could not remove them . un-
assisted. By our joint efforts, one of them wag
brought out and opened, the contents of whick-
were golden salvers and knives, and massive
goblets of the same metal. Another held a large
number of crowns, similar in their general ap-
pearance to the crown of England, thickly studded
with the. topaz, ruby, emerald, and other stones.
One of these was particularly handsome, which
Bh!qett caught up and exclaimed: “ See, here’s.
a pretty thing! I will send it to my wife. Fine
finish to a full .dress, by Jove!” Our companion
wanted it for the same purpose; but to me, who
bad no wife to crown, it was of minor importance,
and I left them to settle the point between them-
selves, .

.We replaced the boxes until mght by wlnch»
time, our servants having made bags out of the:
dresses of the saints, we had the contents of five,
of them carried. to our quarters. General English,.
when informed of our good fortune, came in for his
share ; and General Urdenetta took possession of
the remainder. In a niche we also found one of

N 7

/
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{the most valuable relics of the place, at least to
‘the monks. . This was the body of a man of- gigantic
stature, curiously preserved in a case with a glass
cover.. It wore a loose dress of white satin, in the

.Roman form, and round its neck was.a golden
‘collar . of ‘great weight, set:with emeralds and

i

pearls, to which was fastened a chain of the same
metal, each link being elegantly chased. -On its

jwrists~ and ancles were bracelets similar to the
. collar, to each of which the chain was also fixed;

and a crown adorned its head, whereon its name
wasenamelled at full length. This was shown by the
priests as the remains of St. Lawrence, the patron
saint of the city, to whom the cathedral was dedi-
cated. .To him were all miracles ascribed, and for
him, and in his name, were all contributions levied ;
and .of the latter, he had by no means a few to
-account for. It is needless to say that his appen-
dages were removed; but we carefully replaced
the carcass, and quitted the cathedral, which was
the next morning ransacked by the soldiery, who
forced the guards, and despoiled it of every thing
worth taking, and among the rest, I believe, of the
patron:saints of the ladies,) :

~As might be expected, the natives were much
exasperated at the spoliation of their cathedral.
One old woman, at the head of about forty of her
jown sex, assailed me without mercy the day the
‘troops got in, and was particularly loud in her

\
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somplaints of the treatment of the patran saint.\
“ Here!” ghe exclaimed, ¢ they have stripped,
poor $it. Lawrence, and eyery body koqws that he:
was a gond eld soldier 1% ¢ Very true,” replied
~ an aofficer standing by,  hut you know that all

soldiers are liable to lase their baggage in time of
swar.” This sllenced the aucient dame, althaugh it
failed to satisfy her; but a younger female, whose
fine dark syes shot the fiercest flashes of resent-
ment, said, with the mast piquent indignation:
< All is true that qur padres (priests) haye tald us
songerning the English, except that they have ne
tails1” “Do ot offend them,” rejoined the of
ficer, % or they may take possession of St. Law:"
¥enge, as well ag of his aceputrements.” This was
enaugh ; apalogies were immediately offered ; the
English wera declared the best people in the
world, and they went away rejoicing that the bangs:
of the saint were still left them to adore)

The troops having heen copfined to the bar-
sacks, and deprived of the means of getting mare
gpirits than were regularly allowed them, were
gradually reduced tp order and subordination ; but
the constant idleness in which they were allowed
$0 remain, and the consequences that followed
fram it, soan produced another eruption.

The army, afier their hasty flight, had halted at
Spirita, a town about fifteen leagues distant fram
Barcelana, whera they fell in with a reinforcement

7
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--which had heen despatched to the relief of Bar-

gelona from Caraccas; so that their farce now
amounted to about 3000 men. To destroy these
troops was not anly practicahle, hut easy; andit is
searcely necessary to pay how beneficial auch an
achievement wauld have praved to the Republio.
Here an opportunity was offered {q Urdenetta to
wake reparation for his blunder, in allowing them to
escape before, but he cauld not he.prevailed upon
ta mave, and excused himself by saying, that he
expected every day to be joined hy General Ber-
mudez and his troops, on whase arrival an aftack
should be made. Such was the reasaning of this
inspfficient leader, at a moment when if was not
improbable that the enemy might antigipate him
in an attack ; orif paf, be further out of his reach
far every moment of delay. By this profraction
of his advance, the city of Caraccas was for that
time lnst to the Republic, the capture of which,
had it been effected, wauld haye stricken tervor into
the Spanish army, and hrought the war {o a speedy
termipation. This desirable copspmmatien, by a
series of coincident mpyewents among the Inde-
pendent leaders (at this time an affair of no diffi-

cult arrapgement), might have been gasily effected,
and it was quite ppssible tp surronpd the whele
force of the epemy and gunihilate it. Geperal

./Moullo, commanding the Spanish {roops, was

i alaymed in the highest degree. He saw, for the
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first time, the whole of the Venezuelan frontier
threatened, and found ‘that he, had no louger to{
contend - with a body of natives, undisciplined and
ignorant of all the rules of regular warfare, buts
~ with an army of steady veterans) whose skill and
bravery were at least equal to those of his own
forces. He perceived that the reports in circu-
lation of increasing numbers, and the anticipation
of the arrival of the Irish legion, together with the
success of the British at Barcelona, had intimi-
dated his troops, while they increased the confi-
dence of his opponents; all which made him at a
great loss how to proceed. His own situation had
also become one’ of peculiar difficulty and danger.
He was then falling back on the plains of the Apure,
from Achaguas, and endeavouring to concentrate

the forces under his own immediate command,

about Caloboso. Thus, from his remoteness, he
could not have afforded the smallest assistance to
those at Caraccas and Spirita; for whose safety,
as we afterwards learned from some prisoners, he
was in the greatest apprehemnsions. To advance
was impossible, as he had not a week’s provisions;
to stay where he was, was dangerous ; and if he had
withdrawn suddenly from the plains he must have
been intercepted by General Paez, whose cavalry
would soon have disposed of his half-famished in-
fantry. Had Urdenetta therefore marched to™
Spirita, and destroyed the force there, then pro-

w~




IN COLOMBIA. 89
ceéded to’ Caraccas, which must inevitably have
fallen, he might, by despatching couriers to Ber-
mudez, have caused that general to unite his
troops with the British legion on the plains of

_Apure. He would then have been able either to
force Morillo to an engagement, in which the odds
would have been all against him, or {0 have driven
‘him back on General Paez, who could have
annihilated his whele force; in each of which
cases Venezuela would have been free.

Neither probabilities nor possibilities of this
kind occupied the mind of General Urdenetta, who,
with a ‘degree of nonchalance never exceeded,
suffered every ‘chance of serving his country to
_pass unheeded. The(]fength of our stay at Barce-
lona and. of our mode of living were such as might
impress beholders with a belief, that we went

ither to amuse ourselves, rather than to prosecute
an important campaign> Fighting, military ex-
ercises, or useful employment of any kind, was
totally out of the question ; and, as in consequence
of the enemy having driven off*the cattle, our pro-
visions were rapidly consumed, the men gradually
passed from murmurs to open mutiny. All this
would have been avoided, had we followed the
enemy on the capture of Barcelona, as we could
then have secured both supplies and stores ; but
neither the omission, ner its consequences, seemed
to trouble our commander or his suite, who while
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the British officers and their men, and indeed the
native troops also, were actually deprived of the
necessary means of existenee, were wasting their
time in the indulgence - of that propenmsity for
gaming which so injuriously distinguishes the mi-
litary officers of South America.* What gave a
still darker complexion to this thoughtless dissipa-
tion, they had taken care to furnish themselves
amply both with necessaries and’superfluities ; )
and therefore felt as little as they cared for the
privations endured by their unfortupate compa-
pions. Se great was the selfishuess of Urdenetta,
that he even appropriated to his own gratification
and indulgences the money spared by Congress for
the use of the division. In vain did General Eng-
lish and the chief officers of his staff represent ta
him the danger which he incurred by keeping the
wmen in a state so deplorable ; in vain were all the
endeavours magde to impress him with the necessity
of employing them in the field, to preserve their
seal apd steadiness, and to prevent. the decay of
the excellent state of discipline into which they
had heen braught. Na remanstrance availed, and

#® Their usaal game is monte, at which they will sit foi
whale days apd nights, seareely sllowing themselyes time for
the necessgry refreshments ; and freqyently on the loss of theq- :
last dollar, they proceed to stake their horses, eqmpments, and
every article belonging to them, in order to continue their
gambling. ) '
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with the utmast apathy, he heard the rapidly ap-
proaching moment anticipated, in which the troops
would be left na alternative except insurrection
and pluader, to preserve them from actual star-
yation. :

Mautiny and deserxtion quickly reached an alarm-
ing height; several perspns fled from Calpnel
Blosseti’s battalion, and from the rifle carps, taking
with them their arms, for the avowed purpose of
going over to the epemy. Happily in every in-
stanpe they mistpok thg roads, which were nu-
merous and iptricate, and therefore foll into the
hands of Calonel Mante’s gperillas, by whom they
weare brought hack again. The officers of the
legion now hecame sarrowfully conyipced of the
incapacity of Urdenetta for the command of an
army, and far the sake qf their own honour and
eredit, were compelled ta adopt the spverest mea-
sures to put an end ta desertion. Hitherto the
parties bropght in by the guerillas had escaped
with impumity; the officers being unwilling tn
punish them, in the hope that the gegeral would
remove - the cause of their misconduct. When,
hawever, it wag perceived that remonstrance
proved altogether upavailing, it was determined to
praceed with the usual military severity ; and apt
~ of twelve of the light company who deserted after
the adoption of this resplution and were brought
back again, as just deseribed, four who appeared
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to have been instigators to the desertion, were
tried and shot.

While all this was going forward, I had kept my
own little party in constant employment, either in
having them drilled by a corporal of the grenadiers,
or by exciting them to various feats of -agility,.
by promised rewards in the way of prizes; and
thus prevented them from dwelling so much upon
their wants. Induced by gé¢ntle means daily to
fatlgue themselves in sport, exercise, and man-
ceuvring, on their return to their quarters, al-
though hungry, they were more disposed to rest
than to argue on the subject. Moreover, as
- they saw that I shared every thing in common

with them, I possessed their confidence; and not
a single murmur escaped them during the period
of our stay. Their patience and orderly conduct,
and the excellent state of dlsclphne to which they
had arrived, which nearly equalled that of the
oldest company of infantry in the division, were
the admiration of all the officers; and most cer-
tainly they deserved it. :

At length, on the forty-third day after our
occupation of Barcelona, an event occurred which
had long been anticipated by the reflective part of
the army, to whom it was a subject of surprise that
it had not taken place much sooner. :

- Barcelona, as I have already observed, is sur-)
_rounded by a thick high brushwood, in whichl"
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.thousands of men might lié concealed, and their ap-
‘proach to the townbe renderedeasy by the numerous
‘roads in all directions. The importance of placing
‘piquets in’ each- of these roads, especially at night,
ito prevent a surprise, must be evident to all per-
|sons possessed of the least degree of military apti-
[tude ; but Urdenetta) whose mind was occupied
with his amusements rather than his duty, just
reversed the common-sense proceeding suggested
by his situation, and withdrew the parties at re-
treat-beating, which had been deemed ‘necessary
all day. Aware of the probability of a surprise,
the English officers had long been in the habit of
sleeping clothed and armed, with their horses ready
saddled; and by the orders of General English, the
sailors were - stationed with the main-guard in the
Plaza, and were .as'much on thealert as possible.
So-much had the event which was now fast ap-
proaching been talked of and apprehended, that
for twelve nights I'had not ventured to take any
rest, going: to sleep only when the piquets were-
posted in the morning, and then only for'an hour or
two, as I regularly went with my men to their drill
and exercise. (On the sixth Sunday after our occu-
pation-of the city, however, worn-out by the want
' of rest, and proper sustenance, I sank down while
‘smoking a cigar at the head of my party, over-
powered by sleep. The main-guard and piquets
' were at this time on our right, aund the remainder
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of the divisioh across the river in the barravks.
I had been dsleep, perhdps, nearly three hours;
when about two o’clock a. m. I was awakened by -
a tremendous rush of cavalry towaerds the squdte,
accompanied by loud shouts ef « Viva la Putida;”
the national Independent cry. My then and the
troops wetre on the alert in 4 moment; and thé
#oldiers formed in time to receive the strangers;
whether friends or enenifes, which Was yet uncéer:
tain} as weé wuré in hoiirly expctation of the \
arrival of Qetiéral Bermudez end his troops;
whio, it was known, Were all inounted. As it w48

* the custom of the native eavalr§ to enter a towh
it this manner i fill gallop, uttdring the national
cry, aiid as we vould distinguish the Wwhite plume
which was always worn by the Indepefidents, we .
retdained a few secoiids in doubt; bit it was soon
removed when the cothatiting officet of the tialin- -
guard feéceived 4 pistol:shot in reply to the de
tand of the wateliword; whieh; 88 trranged with -
_Geéneral Betintidez, we dll kndW to be * Vive M
Republics” The hiew:-comerd Webd, thérefore;.
8paniaids, who Wid udopted thé hational ety
mer¢ly to gain admittanct to the city, which they.
intended to retake:

The éitfemy had entered on our right, tohse-
qlikiitly thel military had to bear the brunt of the |-
REdt Ussault, for whith they weré much betteét|
arméd than the seatnen, whdsé short miskets;!
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 without bayohets, could effect little against the long
[lances of the Spanish cavalry. They stood the
ltharge with undautted resolution; and a well-
directed volley from the seamen, instantly fellowed
by a discharge of their pistols, brouglht many of
“the laticers down, and drove those who relusitted
uthurt from the Plaga. They ow begat td seour
the stréets adjacent, and laticed all the inhabitaiits
who were roused By thé fiking, atd unlucky ghistigh
to full in their way; but fortunately these were
not many. The troops and Seattiesi pursiied; ahd
the dnemty rallidd ; bt ad our bravé fellows tdok
their it with the greatest coolness and déadly
vertdinty, they were agaii glad to Wheel about.
The rally was repeated three times; duting which
the firing was incessant, and Getietal English and
his staff Buing rouised, they rapidly ctossed the
Bridgs td the bharkucks, where they fouhd the
brigade Poriied fu colamt; walting for orders. Tt
was imimediatdly toriraaitded fortvatd in double
duick-tithe, by Generdl Baglish, who reinaihed
ibehind ; und they Wet uhd ehguged e part bf the
assailents Who had agih Bitéred the Plaza by
‘ynother passupe. This Body, after sokié mitiutes!
‘tlose fighting, weke driven out Of the town, leaving
no small nimber dead behind thelt. Meantiime
Wb bquadrans; who had fh the confusioh Separated
 from their eompuniohs; mistook thei wiy out bf the
city, and got iite 4 shiott wide street, which had
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no thoroughfare, and all their efforts to escape,
proved abortive. The main-guard- and seamen
rushed after them, and disputing every inch of
ground, drove them to the further end of the street, '
and notwithstanding their desperate charges, never |
yielded a step ; so that in ten minutes not a man of '\
them remained alive, every one of them fighting '
bravely, although rashly, to the last; Having thus
contrived to clear the town, we were obliged to
rest contented ; for having no mounted cavalry,
pursuit was impossible.

;On mustering my own party, I found that I had .
lost twelve men, and eighteen or twenty more were
wounded ; and three of them so severely, as to
cause their death in the course of a few days after- !
wards. I had myself a slight wound from the point
of a lance)in my right side, which, however, did
not wholly incapacitate me from duty. - Of the main-
guard, five were killed and several wounded ; and
the piquet lost seven, making a total loss of tv’venty-
seven, including Captain Barker of the main-guard.

/We obtained by this adventure a very :season- ’
able supply of provisions; for, as the -enemy’s
horses-were all young, and in-fine condition, 'they
made excellent food for us;, Hunger sweeteneéd
the repast, and it may be questioned, if any of the
whole number who partook.of it ever relished the
best food more than they did the, flesh.of these
animals. . Several were roasted and: boiled for im-
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. mediate use, and the remainder made into tassao,
by stripping the flesh off into long pieces, about -
five inches in breadth, and drying it in the sun.*

- On the following morning, the commanding of-
ficer of the main-guard, who was slightly wounded,

‘and myself were summoned before General(Urde-
nettavwﬁ’g, in return for our exertions the previous

- { night, gave us a severe reprimand. Nor was this

all, for we were placed under arrest, and a court-

j martial was assembled the following day, to try us
for exceeding our duty) I now began to fear that

the fates had ordained my actions in this service
should all either be misconceived or misconstrued,

-and that I had little chance of acquiring any thing
but ill-will and censure from such officers as those
under whom it was my misfortune to be placed. I
had not met with the least encouragement from
the admiral, and had eagerly joined the present
expedition that my exertions might be more can-
didly .appreciated:; so little, however; had I

changed for the better, that one of the-first re-

wards of my services was the treatment to which I

‘have just alluded.

The grounds of the charge against us originated

.in the opinion of Urdenetta, that the lancers who
had entered the city were not Spaniards, but the

* Tassao is usually prepared from beef by the natives; and
*during long marches in South America it affords convenient and
excellent food. It has a peculiarly grateful flavour.

VOL. 1. H
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advante of General Bermudez: ' Being asked by
General English, wha espansed our cause with
considerable warmth, how it happened that: they
attacked the main-guard, and lanced all whom they
met in the streets, he aceounted for-it by insisting
that we were the first aggressors, and that the
lancers, in consequence, supposing the oity had
been retaken by the Spaniards, assailed us in ve-
turn. This was merely assertion at best, and most
~ unreasongbly founded, for, had his suspisions been
oorrect, the strangers would scarcely bave at-
tacked the inhabitants, who were their own coun-
irymen. A few hours, however, served to com-
vinse the generyl of his error. About fifty of the
enemy, after leaving the city, had, in their haste,
taken a wrong road, and were captured by Colonel
Montes, whp sent them in prisoners ; when the fact
mot only tarned out thet they were Spaniards, but
it was farther asgertained that they had been led
by the late governar of Barcelona, by whom the
assault was planned, and who fel in the at{empt.
He had brought with him all the cavalry of . his
division, amounting to 1000 men, of whem at least
400 were slain.

Myself and companion in duranse were then set
at liberty; and General Urdenetta allowed that he
was mistaken, and coolly thanked us. By the ad-
vice of General English ‘we demanded a court-
martial, consisting of an equal number of British
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ahd native officers, not being willing to ewe gny
thing to a commander who had either so blindly
or 50 wilfully rendered our efforts a sulject of
acousation. The result was our acquittal ; ‘with a
declaration, suggested by Colonel Montilla, that
we were entitled to the thanks of the country.

At length the remonstrances of General English

“and his principal officers (although, perhaps, con-
sideration for his own safety was the paramount
inducement) roused Urdenetta from his apathy ;
and he agreed that we should no longer wait for
Bermudez, but re-embark with the utmost speed
for the city of Cumana, then in pessession of the
enemy. Whether it was intended to attack it, or
merely to look at it, was at this time a matter of
speculation ; but orders were issued to the divi-

_sion to prepare for embarkation without delay, -
and notice given to the squadron to be in readiness
to receiva it.

Admiral Brion had been lying all this time at the
Moro, in the same state of listless indolence as the
troops in the city. I was ordered to convey to
him' the orders of the general ; and about half an
hour after I reached his vessel, he was favoured
with at1 opportunity te do the country considerable
sérvice, arid that without personal danger. Itwas,
however, altogether lost upon-him; and the event
will justify me in -the gssertions which I have

‘already made, that he was deficient in. common
H?
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sense, to say nothing of the nerve and spirit
required for so important a command.

- 'The Spanish .governor of Cumana being igno-
rant of the capture of the Moro and the evacua-

tion of Barcelona, but apprehensive that the for-.

mer -would: be attempted, resolved to reinforce.
this fortification, and with that view despatched
500 men, with a large supply of provisions. and
ammunitiopn, on board a part of the Spanish fleet,
then stationed at Cumana. . They sailed, and soon.
after I.had reached the.flag ship, brought up at

the same place where we had anchored previously

to the landing of the. troops. Having received
intelligence of this movement, General English
had sent part of the British brigade the same
morning to strengthen the Moro, with orders to

hoist the Spanish. colours, in order to lull the.

enemy into a more fatal imaginary security. .Brion
was completely under the cover of its guns, and
these, with .his own weight of metal, formed a
most . formidable battery, .and one which was more
than sufficient to anpihilate a force of three times
" the strength. of that approaching. The deception
had all .the effect it was. intended to have; the
Spanish colours still flying, the enemy- presumed
that. all was safe, and took-our.vessels for their
own squadrou which had sailed for Porto Bello.
In the afternoon they put off their boats, pulling
directly for the Moro, and having on board the
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troops intended to reinforce it. Had they been
permitted to land, they would not have discovered
their error until it was too late ; but Brion becom-
ing nervous as usual, opened a 'heavy fire upon
‘them while at least a mile and a half distant; and
this' informing them how matters ‘stood, they
rapidly put back to ‘their ships, which in a few
Hioments after got under weigh for Cumana. The
Independent squadron made a show of pursuit, but
took great care not to advance a yard upon them,
and the ‘two fleets continued abont four miles
from each other, the distance at which they started,
‘during’ the whole of the chace. - Two days were
thus’ ludictously occupied in mutual dread and
mariceuvre, until the Spanidrds got under- their
own batteries in the Bay of Cumana; and our
admiral having thus convoyed them into port, re-
turned to the Moro, boasting’ of the: manner in
which he had made them flee before him.

The surprise and disappointment created by
this circumstance will be easily conceived. 1 had
been regretting my absénce from my ship ; and
fully anticipating the capture of the whole of the
Spanish force, with a natural wish to share in: the
capture, I had made application to"the admiral to
be allowed to resume the command of my own
.vessel. He however refused my request, on the
pretended ground that my command on shore
could not be relinquished until the whole division
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had embarked. My ship was therefore l€ft behind,
but when I saw him return with no captures in his
train, my regret quickly subsided. -

At this time Admiral Brion commanded no less
than twentysseven sail of well armed vessels, of
different rates, from large corvettes to schaonérs
of war, which were marined by upwards of 2000
British seamen, in addition to the natives. With
such a fleet at his disposal he allowed the enemy’s
force, consisting of only seven schooners, and
every way inferior in physical as well as numerical
strength, to escape without the exchange of a
single shot. It was impossible that conduct of
this nature could render. him popular with such
men as the brave fellows whom he had under his
command, who had been led by the gallant com~
manders of the British navy, and several of whom
had fought and bled under the great Nelson.
“ Curses not loud but deep” were vented most
unsparingly on him, and in some instances these
execrations were not confined to inaudible mur-
murs. Lowly as I had ever thought of Brion’s
capability as a commander, I must confess that I
was not a little staggered when 1 saw him thus
return; and a hasty observation, unguardedly
. uttered while under the influence of this feeling,
was the means of galning me his most serious dis-
pleasure, and ultimately prompted him to deprive
me of the vessel whioh I then commanded.
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It happened that while we were getting the
troops on board, Captain Chitty, who commanded
the flag-ship, Mr. Hambledon, one of his junior
officers, another named Agyres, and myself, were
on shore together, when our conversation turned
upon what in derision was usually termed Brion’s
victory. Hambledon said, that such a maf was a
curse to the country and its cause, to which all
agreed; and Ithoughtlessly observed that Captain
Chitty ought to lay his ship alongside the first
Spanish one that he fell in with, which would
either cure the admiral of his, cowardice, or
frighten him to death. 'This sally being subse-
quently . repeated to him by Mr. Ayres, I was
accused of exciting his officers: to mutiny, and to
an attempt upon his life. A court of inquiry
acquitted me, and the affair remained unnotiged
for the present; but, as it will soon be seen, it
did not fail to produce the fruits of enmity in due
season, :
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/ . . 1

CHAPTER V.

Departure -from Barcelona—Landing at Cumana—Detcription’ of
South American Guerillass—Character of Colonel Montes—rSufs’
ferings of the British Legion from the Want of Provisions—
Indecision of Urdenetta—Cumana, how defended—Pathefic
Anecdote of an English Officer and his Lady—General . Eriglish
allowed to storm Cumana on his own Responsibility—Proceedings
of the storming Party—Unnecessary and untimely Retreat—
Indignation of the Troops—Sudden Abandomment of the'Legion
and the Service by General English—Melancholy Fate of a
aptuted Spanish Puty and of a youn'g Anglo-SpanisH Oﬂicer.

WE sailed  from Barcelona, and arrived: at ’the" ,
Bay of Cumana)early in-the month of September;
‘where we ‘found the Spanish- squadron in great
confusion, and wholly unprepared- for defence.:
The. crews were for the most part ashore, andi
those- who were left on board intoxicated, yet- our%
admiral would not venture to attack them. - Hel
.also refused to go in and land the troopsy and
left .the place in the manner I have before de-
scribed. The Spaniards having the same fear of .
him which he entertained for them, instantly sailed .
for one of the Leeward ports, which we after-
wards understood to be .Puerto Cabello. The
coast being thus clear, at the end of three days
we again entered the bay, and came to anchor at
a favourite spot for landing the troops out of the
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N range of the batteries,, About six p.m. on the
7th of September, all of them were disembarked,
and I was again ordered to join them with the
same party of seamen whom I had commanded at
Barcelona.

. "We were received by;Colonel (now General)
(Miontes and his band of guerillas, in number about

ix hundred, being the principal Independent force
‘we had hitherto beheld since .our arrival in the
country. They resembled a horde of Italian ban-
ditti, rather than the regular troops of any govern-
ment ; and although hardy athletic fellows, they
-were evidently strangers to the comforts and con-
veniences .of civilized life. They possessed but
few accontrements, and no regular uniform; and
‘indeed :as regards clothing of every description,
Ithey» might be compared to the ragged regiment
of the renowned Falsta@ except that bare as were
the sack-loving knight's followers, they were much
better provided with linen than these guerillas. A
shirt and a half far:exceeded the quantity Colonel
Montes’ band ever. possessed. -Their covering,
lon. what was termed their- field-days, chiefly con-
sisted .of a ‘very coarse pair of cotton trowsers
Joosely made; some pieces of bullock’s-hide to
/envelope the feet instead of shoe$, and which
'were fastened round the ancle with sogos, Their
bodies, from the waist upwards, were quite naked,
-except that the head was crowned with a wide-
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brimmed straw haQ of firm and dutable construe. —
tion.. (ﬂn all instances their accoutrements wer¢ ,
slung across their bare shoulders). The armd they
varried were few, but in good condition;  same
among them had muskets and bayonets; othets’
bore carbines and long lances ; but their favourite;'
weapon was the machetti, which with many con-
stituted their sole essential for military operations.

* The only system of warfare with which they were
acquainted, was of the same marauding descrip-
tion as that pursued by the Margaritanians, united
to bush-fighting, which is dreadfully harassing to a
marching army. In regular engagements they are
never brought into action; it is only when the
enemy is in fancied security within their encamp-

s £ ments that they are of the -lsmet service ; or when
.  the opposing army is fatigued with long marches,
.  wornoutwith hunger, and drenched with continned
_-‘)‘;}p':-k o rains. In such cases they place themselves in the
+. \y¥' Woods, whence they pounoe upon their unprepared
X and exhausted victims, and the slaughter is dread-
ful. When an enemy is on the retreat, they are

“also employed in the manner of the Cossacks, to

destroy all stragglers and foraging parties, in

which species of service they are expert to &

degree of hotror. Lohg practice, a great degree

-of thuscular strength, and the excellent temper of

their weapons, enable them to strike off the head

.of an oppounent at o single stroke; ot ta cleave the
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head and -reck to the shoulders with the greatest
ease. o , '
~ Colonel {Montes, the leader of this band, is a
native of the plains of the Apare, where, like most
of his countrymen; he for many years led the same. -
{wairdering, unsettled, and plundering kind of life

which is pursued by the iithabitants of that part of
Venezuela) His own prowess, rather than any

interest, which among such a race is of very secon-

dary consideration, obtained fof him the command

of the band who now.received us, and were to act,
as our coadjutors. In person he is tall, well-
proportioned, and graceful ; and he possesses

amaging strength and activity. He is at the same

time exoeedingly brave and humane, never putting

any of the prisoners to death, like the -other

guerilla chiefs, but always leaving them to the

disposal. of the ¢ommandant of the province or

district. He is also unremittingly assiduous in his

efforts to prevent the horrible massaeres to which
the troops under him are addicted, even amorg

themselves; and although such occurrences are

not very rare with them, he has done mudh to-
" subdue their ferocious spirit. His disposition is
slightly tainted with the national jealousy so pre.
valént with the South American chiefs; and as a
candidate for military fame he is somewhat selfish
and illiberal. But these are his only faults ; -in all
other réspects he is generaus, good natured, and
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sincere ; and although he never would allow that the’
British troops possessed any merit, and was at all
times detracting from their exertions for the esta-
blishment of the independence of his country, he
was ever ready and eager to perform any offices of
kindness for them. He would always oblige thém as
far as his means would allow ; and frequently gave
them a proportion of the provisions the nécessities
of his own famishing band could but very ill afford.
 He has cultivatéd literature very successfully;
and is regarded in Congress as a man of ‘consider-
able talent. He has no guile, and ‘whatever he
does is'done openly, and without the least disguise.
No man may be more safely relied on: his word
was never broken, and his abhorrence ‘of false-
hood and duplicity is proverbial.

The division bivonacked for the night on the.
fine sandy beach which extends round the bay,
and at sunrise next'morning took up a posmon inf
front of the city, but not within reach of its guns'
by ‘a considerable distance. This position wils!
merely occupied preparatory o our encampment, "

*which was to be formed on the arrival of the !
general’s horses and baggage-mules. They reached
us towards the close of the day, having proceeded L
overland from Barcelona; and we were ordered to
encamp about two miles and a half from the ad-
vance battery. Although the climate at Cumana
is by no means unhealthy, we found the heat in-
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tolerably oppressive; and probably we felt it the
more severely, from being reduced hy. our pre-
_ vious privations. to a state of great.bodily debility.
What was equally-unteward, the scarcity of pro-
visions was as prevalent here as qn our former
station. Colonel Montes had failed in his en-
deavours to procure some cattle before our arrival,
and we were ordered to remain in the same state
of idle starvation as before. Nothing further was
done for two days, and it really appeared as if
_Urdenetta wished to give the Spaniards time to
‘prepare themselves for the threatened attaickjas-
well as they.could; for he still falked of fighting;
‘Had we ;possessed a sufficiency of food, our situs
ation.here would have been agreeable rather than
Iothemlse ; but our absolute wants were. so ill
‘provided for, that many of the mmen were incapable
‘of standing; and about twenty of them.actpally
"died of starvation. Nor by this time could the
indecision and weakness of their commanger, be .
longer concealed from the troops; and this per-
ception; united to. their great personal enduranges,
naturally tended to damp their energies, and render -
them indifferent to the fate of the campaign.. On
the . whole, .however, considering the many. dig-
heartening circumstances which they had encoun-
tered, they behaved extremely well.
. Cumana is a large, well-built, and populous
clty, possessing many handsome edifices worthy of
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notice. At the time of our approach it was e
tremely well fortified, and garrisoned by upwards
of two thousand good troops, plentifully supplied
with every necessary for an army) In the annals
"of the revolutiodary warfare it has been rendered
remarkable by the following event.

. 'When ' Bolivar) was only a brigadier-general in -
the Venezuelan service he {once possessed this
place, but as he was completely surrounded by the
Bpanish foroes; he did not feel himself secure, and:
left it for the purpose of obtaining an additional’
supply of men to defend it. On his departure he |
appointed hisaide-de-camp, Captain Chamberlayne, '
an Englishman,: to'the command of the city, and ;
of the few troops which he left behind ; with orders '
to hold out to the last extremity. Poor Cham- '
berlayne; not having more than two hundred regu-
lar troops under his orders, called upon the in-
habitants:of the town to-assist him, und prepared
himself for the assault in the best manner he was
able. The enemy advanced with overwhelming'
force ; and after an obstinate struggle of three
weeks' continuance, obliged him to enter the casa -
forte as a derniér resort. Casa forte signifies a
strong house ; and every city in the interior of
Colombia possesses one, being in such a country -
an important means of defence; and when artillery
is not.at hand, impregnable. The walls of these
erections are constracted with tiers of loop-holes;
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and answerable gangways, for musketry to fire
throngh; and they are sometimes surrounded by
a ditch and remparts, on which guns may be
mounted, if they have any, Should, therefore, an
enemy succeed in taking the city, he has still the
casa forte to gaing a post so difficult to obtain,
that it hasinall cages baflled the besiegers, exoept,
as nlready observed, when possessed of artillery,
which is very rarely an appendage to armies in
the interior parts of Americs, owing to the in-
superable difficulty of removing it.

When the unfortunate Captain Chamberlayne
‘entered -the casa forte of Cumana, the time had
passed when, according to.-his pledge,. Bolivar
Ishoul'd have returned to .his- assistance ; but he
‘still gellantly held out. For three days and three
nights he resisted all the attempts of the enemy,
'ﬁghting incessantly ; and although destitute of
pmvmons, he refused to surrender, At length
'seme guns were brought up, and a bombardment
.commenced: still he. would not yield; and did
" not. despair until one end of the vasa forte was
bsaten dawn, and the inhabitants who had entered
it with him determined to surrender, in the vain
‘expectation of receiving quarter. He addressed
himself to them, and pointed out the dreadful fate
‘which awaited them, but they refused to listen.
He then turned himself to a lovely young creature
who had followed his. fortunes from Caraceas;
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where they had been united, and to whom he was'.
tenderly attached, and asked her if she would
prefer sharing immediate death with him, to a’
lingering one from the hands of the Spaniards?.
She at once chose the former; and entreated him:
to put an end to her life at once; on which he
instantly directed one pistol to her head, and
another to his own; and the next moment this
young, -attached, and ill-fated pair had ceased to
exist. The Spaniards then entered at the invi-
tation of the survivors, and in conformity with
their ‘usual custom put every individual of them
to death. _

Three days after we had landed, the fleet en-
tered the Gulf of Curiaco, that it might be in
closer communication with the division, which by
a correspondent movement came nearer its banks.
To obtain this position the ships had to pass the
~ city, which opened a heavy cannonading on them ;
and the fire was returned by Brion, but at so
respectful a distance that. not a shot fell -within
half a mile of the object on_either side. The
gulf is entered by a narrow strait, which runs
before the city, and extends many miles through
the country, opening to view some of -the most
enchanting scenery that can be conceived.

Two days more passed away, and nothing was
effected, and we had now attained to a worse state
than we found ourselves in at Barcelona. Urde-
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netta, who had been closely engaged at his favou-
rite. game of monte ever since our arrival, now
despaired, as usual, because the admiral churlishly
refused to spare him -any of the immense stock of
provisions he had on board the fleet. This refusal,
which would have excited a more able and spirited
commander to an immediate attack- on Cumana,
produced in him a determination diametrically
opposite. He adopted the resolution of sending.
back the division to Margarita, and of fleeing him-
self to Angostura ; and was only prevented from the
execution of it by the refusal of Brion to convey.
the tropps. At the expxratlon of two days more
he came to another equally wise decision,. that of
leaving Cumana as he had found it; and as there
were no provisions to be had from the fleet, or to
be obtained in that vicinity, he gave orders for a
march to the town of Maturin, six hundred miles
across the worst part of the country. Here was
delectable intelligence. for a starving army; and
the intention, under such circumstances, may afford
something like a competent idea of the military
genius of {our sapient' commander. Instead of

endeavouring to capture a city, which contained
an .abundance of -every thing that his troops re- .
quired, he proposed.to march them, broken down
as they were, through rivers. and- forests, over
monntains and a branch of the Cordillera of the
Andes, without a day’s food in possession! 1tis

VOL. 1. - T
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true, that to the natives it mattered little whethe
the country afforded rations or not, for with a
bundle of sugar-cane they eauld have marched:
well for a month) Moreover, the -farther they
proceeded the fewer would there have heen to
provide for, as desertion follows a march of Creole
troops, as certainly as the report sueceeds the
flash in the firing off & musket. (Butte Europeans,. -
already in a declining and debilitated state, and
what was worse, with minds immersed in despon-
dency, such a jeurney, as was subsequently proved,
opuld not bat be in a high degree fatal.

‘We were impatiently waiting for orders for the
assault of Cumana, when Urdenetta made kpnown
his intentions to General English. A consultation
was immediately held by the(i;rincipal aofficers of
the brigade, . ani| accompanied by Boglish, they.
waited upon Urdenetta in a body, and remonstrated ;
with him on the impoliey of his proceedings. They;
assured him that the men would certainly mu-:
tiny, and added, that they would no lenger b, -
responsible for the .consequences, if he persisted ;
in the intended march. After a lengthened oot
sultation, he most reluctantly consented to ani
attack upon Cumana; but positively declined,
giving any direetions himself. “ If it be done,”.
said he, * it must all rest upon yourself, General
English.” This was nearly as bad as a direct re-
fusal, as English relished fighting very little, and
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felt alarmed at thus having the - responsibility
thrown upon himself. Under this double impulse,
“he was on the point of abandoning the attempt,
and of yielding to the wishes of Urdenetta, when
His staf® interfered, ahd urged Mm to bear the
“enus for once. At length, with a doleful counte«
nance he agreed; and erders were issued for
marehinig to the advance battery the same mght.\
This woeik, which is ctilled Aqua Santa, is built
on the summit of a sugar-loaf hill, and commands
"nearly ¢he whole of the redoubts. The foot of
the Lill, on the top ef which it s enrscted, is
easy of aecess; but the battery i surtotinded by .
a wiide and deep diteh, whieh is perfevtly dry. On
the outer rampatis &re mouiited several heavy
pieces of artillety, and within there i3 anethier
fosse, ovet which extertls & narrew platform, re-
imoveable at pleasuré; atd this, when let down,
commuriitates with a large and lofty vasa forte,
that was crowded with soldiers wlitn we ap-
proached it. There are several othey powerful
redeubts between Aqua Santa and th# town un the
opposite side of the former, from which volteys
were fired at the storthihg parties on the hill, the
entire slope of which is enfilided By all the loop-
holes' and gangways ef the casa forte. Within
the town there is also the Castle of 8t. Juan, which

is strong, bit must nécessarily quickly follow the
B T
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fate of the other fortifications, on which it is de-
pendent. ‘ : o

Three hundred of the British legion, a rifle com-
pauy of Colonel Uslar’s regiment, and the seamen, .
formed the advance, under the command of Major
Davy ; while the main body moved to support them
as occasion might require. (We marched at-the -
close of day, taking with us two Creoles as guides;
who after conducting us to the bottom of the first
hill we had to ascend, either through treachery,
or cowardice deserted. - It was. afterwards as-
serted by one of Urdenetta’s own officers, that he
was employed by that general to bribe them to
leave us, and to go forward to Cumana to give
notice of our approach to the Spaniards.) I cannot
vouch for the truth of this statement; but the
officer who had openly expressed his intention
of proving it to Congress, was found dead.the
morning after the attack, with his throat cut as if
by a machetti.

‘We now missed our way, and so. much time.
was lost in regaining the right direction, .that
morning dawned long before our operations could .
be commenced ; and the Spaniards were in per-
fect readiness to receive us, which ‘they did very.
warmly. 1 had been directed to prepare and fix
the scaling ladders, of which there were but few;
and those hastily got up for the purpose, during
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our passage from Barcelona. While examining

- them at the foot of the hills, whither they were

brought by a party of Creoles from'the ships, an

ﬁ)}der was brought me from General English

fo proceed instantly with my men to aid the
nﬂes and advance column, by firing at the
:enemy on the ramparts, and to leave the lad-

_ders to be conveyed by the natives. I obeyed,
.and jeined them just as they reached the brow of

the hill; at which moment above a hundred pieces
,of cannon opened their fire upon us from -the
various fortifications. The men returned it with
interest, and vied with each other in coolness.
[The sailors, from their practice at Barcelona, had
‘become unerring shots; and jin conjunction with
the ‘rifles, in less than ten minutes shot every
Spaniard from the guns on the ramparts, -

The advanced columns of the legion had turned
their.attention on the casa forte, and were busily
engaged with it; while the rifles and seamen were
employed against the block-house of Aqua Santa,
from which the guns were playing ‘without inter-
mission at not more than forty yards from them.
The poor fellows were dropping fast, and this

’destriictive fire must have speedily destroyed ‘the
;whole of them, unless measures had been adopted’
‘to prevent it. -I therefore ordered my own paity,
who had suffered severely, to take post round the
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summit of the bill, in such a manner that their
beads were scarcely visible above it when they
fired, whilg it wholly covered them when load-i
. ing. During the time they were attending to ,thisi
order; a tremendous volley was discharged from
the gangways, which killed all the officers of the’
rifles except one, who was severely wounded in the:
legs. At his request I took the command of them,
Bnd gave the samge directions to his men, who were

now redueed to half their original number, which I ;
had given my own. They proceeded with the’

nsual German coolpess to their stations, and I
placed myself hetween them and my own party.
Thus protected they took such certain aim at the
enemy, that when the latter appeared at the loop-
holes, the gengways, or on the ramparts, which
they did suddenly to fire and then retreat again,
they were picked off in a moment. The advance
followed ouf example, and the whole being now
comparatively sheltgred, the fire from the enemy
goon terminated, and mothing remained but to
enter the moat. This was spep effected ; but now
an unlooked-for difficulty presented itselfi While
the heavy fire was kept up, the natives, on whom
we had depended to bring the scaling ladders,

were affgid tp venture up the bill; and even when -

jt ceased, they enly moved at a creeping pace/
From the bottomy of the diteh {0 the top of the

-
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ramparts, it was more than twenty-five feet. in
perpendicular height, so that without the scaling
ladders it was impossible to ascend.

As soon as this fact was discovered, Major
Davy ordered me to seek out and expedite the
ladders, and @e'ordingly selecting fifty men to ac-

mpany me, I leaped out of the ditch, The
Spmmrds inferring from this proceeding that we
\were retreating, immediately recominenced their
iﬁre feom the block-house, but happily without effect.
Half way down the hill, I saw the natives with
ﬁhe ohjects of aur search, but they dropped them
jmd scampered off in all directions when they
theard the recommencement of the musketry;
leaving ns to carry them ourpejves jn the best

“mamner we were able. On nearly gaining the
wummit, a twenty-four pounder, from the outer
ramparts, came directly in the middle of the party,
struck one of the ladders, and killed four men,
the aplinters wounding meny mare. ‘This was oaly
1a prelude to the re-opening of all the artillery,which
immediately took place. The remainder of the
;seamen and the troops being in the moat, cpuld
isustain no injury whatever, as they were complptely
§sheltbred; so that I was not sorry when I was with
’tbﬂm egain, the fire now being as henvy as it hed
ever been) and all directed down the hill.

-On gelting into the moat again, we commenced

fixing the ladders, when we heard the bugles
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sound a retreab Major Davy was astonished, ~
but thought that it might be intended for the main
body, who were probably marehing to aid us, and
that the general perceiving we were under cover,
had deemed their farther advance unnecessary.
The firing was now completely silenced ; and our
commander could have nothing to apprehend for
our safety. In five minutes we should have been, .
masters of the place, and consequentlyas it did
not seem reasonable that our retreat was intended,
/We took no notice of the signal.  The major now7
ordered me to mount with my men, and the sol-!
diers were preparing to follow, when again the{
retreat sounded.. Uncertain as to the cause, but
still thinking that the signal could have no refer- :
ence to us, we proceeded. - Captain Sadler, of the
light company, was the first man who gained the
ramparts, and I had reached the last step. of the
ladder, when again the bugle was blown. Captain
* Sadler, who was on my right hand, looked round to
ascertain the cause, and the same moment was
struck with a musket-ball in the head, and fell
backwards dead into the moat, as did three or four
soldjers at the same time.; -

I now stepped on the ramparts myself, fol- \
lowed by Lieutenant Peters of the navy and
Lieutenant Lyons of the grenadier company.
The Spaniards, after discharging a badly-directed
volley at us, approached to attack us with the <
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;bayonet. The conflict was short : they were driven
from the ramparts by the brave fellows, who ‘as-
| cended by dozens, and swept all before them.
\ The firing from the loop-holes of the casa forte
! was now again renewed a little, which we were

. successfully returning, when a fourth time the

_bugles were sounded, on which Major -Davy,
"who could doubt no longer, ordered me to de-
_scend; but before we ‘could get clear of the ram-
“parts Lieutenant Peters, with ten or twelve men,
‘were killed as they were getting on the ladders.
Lieutenant Lyons, who fought most bravely, was
also shot by one Spaniard while he was wrenching
a musket from the hands of another, just as we had
driven them back again. '

The command to descend without firing another
shot being now reiterated, nothing was left us but
to quit. the ramparts,’ and tamely suffer the Spa-
niards to slaughter as many as they could. I

‘received a blow on the head from the butt of a
musket, which, but for some riflemen, would have
precipitated me to the bottom of the moat,-and in
all probability have seriously injured me, but they
caught and supported me. I fortunately wore
a strong silk hat, covered with oiled silk, to with-
stand the wet, ‘which saved me, although it'was
completely crushéd. :On recovering from- the

* stunning effects.of the blow, I left the -ditch with

- inéonceivable - mortification, 1 had: seen: above
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three hundred gallant fellows uselessly sacrificed,
and among them were several to whom I was at- .
tached from the sufferings and privations which we ’
bad endured together, and by the little offices of
kindness which we had mutually interchanged.
With Captain Sadler and Lieutenants Peters and
Lyons I had been on terms of great intimacy.
The latter had endeared himself to all who were
acquainted with him, by his mild and gentlemanly
deportment and amiable disposition. After our
retreat his body was taken into Cumeana, where it
was quartered, and exposed to our view on various
parts of the casa forte, his watch and clothes
being distributed among the barbarians who per-
formed the disgusting office. I some time after
saw a woman at Maracaibo, the wife of a Spanish
serjeant, who showed me his watch, which had
fallen to her husband’s share. This I purchased, .
and on my return to Angostura had it conveyed
to his mother in England.

The survivors in this unfortunate "affair felt
deeply that their brave comrades had been use-
lessly martyred ; and as General English had been
allowed the sple command on the occasion; he
was naturally, although erroneously, supposed to
be the cause of our recal, and as far as ardent
wishes went, he was not spared. Upon oar eva-
cuating the moat, the soldiers at the block-house
again appeared, as did thuse on the ramparts;
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and these, together with the whole of the guns,
again poured forth among us, by which firing se-
veral more men were destroyed. :On reaching the
‘bottom of the hill, we found the main body formed
‘into close tolumns of sections) presenting the front
only of a section to the works, by which manceuvre
few of the balls took effect on them: (They had
Jibee’n‘ nioving to our eupport by the orders of Ge-
ineral English, when Urdenetta, who, agreeably to
‘his declaration the previous day, had taken no part
iih the direction of the dssault, rode forward, and
‘ordered them to halt, arid commanded the bugles
jt,b be sounded for the retreat of the storming party/
This provokiug step he justified by saying that he
wished to save them frem the second fire; but he
well knew that they were all under cover at the
time, and that on their retreat they must unavoid-
ablybe exposed to it. This was duly represented to
‘1him; but notwithstending the arguments and in-
'treaties of the British officers, he persisted in our
reesl) apd ordered the rempaat of the advance to
stand pn the edge of the plain, which runs from
the bottom of the hill, where the enemy’s balls
could scarcely fail of makigg spme farther havee,
The guerillas, and the whole of the native troops,
were notfar frem us, but these, as usnal, dispersed
and took shelter behind trees, or under any. other
temporary refuge, As to Urdenetta, having no
disposjtion to stand the fire himself, he rode off
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the field, leaving orders for the British troops to A -
scatter in the manner of the riatives)-

Under these awkward circumstances, Major
- Davy, anxious to get his 'men out of the reach of
the shot, desired me to go to General English: for -
orders. Unfortunately, the officer in question re-
lished the affair as little as any one ‘there : he was
then sitting on his horse near an old uninhabited
convent, talking to one of his staff; and it so
happened, that just before I got up to him, a
twenty-four pounder passed between us, and striick
the wall behind him, raising the dust about his
ears, but not doing him the least injury. He had,
in fact, never entered into ¢he heat of the action.
I requested him to give me orders.to convey to
Major Davy; but he was too much agitated to
attend to the appeal; and referring me to Colonel
Stopfordy ’g’;ﬂloped to the banks of the gulf, and,
pretendmg sickness, went immediately on board|
one of the ships. "As nothing could induce him!
. again to take the field, he was never afterwards
seen by the army; but sailed to Margarita the:
first opportunity, where he some time after caught
the yellow fever and died.: ’

The command was now assumed by Colonel
‘Stopford, who resolutely refused to disperse the
legion in ‘the disgraceful manner in whick the
natives had separated, but removed them with
order and regularity. They were countermarched
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on their an-grbund, and led out of the range of
the shots; disappointment and contempt being
visibly depicted on every countenance. The total
loss of the advanced column was eight officers,
and one hundred and seventy-five rank and file;
and that of the seamen, one hundred and thirty-four
men, exclusive of three officers. The former had
about eighty wounded, the latter forty-seven.

On the return of the division to its previous
encampment we accidentally met two companies

‘of Spanish troop@ which had been sent from the

town of Curiaco, in the upper part of the gulf,
to strengthen the garrisons of Cumana, and fvho,
from ignorance of our situation, fell directly across
our line. Their fate may be easily anticipated :
Urdenetta immediately ordered the work of exter-

- mination to commence; but the English refused to

hurt one of them. The natives were not so scru-
pulous, and in a quarter of an hour not an indi-
vidual among them breathed_.) Presently after a
captain of grenadiers, and three men who had

" lingered behind owing to illness, came up; and

being seized by a party of Creoles, were carried
before Urdenetta. The officer was born in Spain
of English parents, and had entered the Spanish
army at a very early age: from his youth, not
being at this time more than nineteen years of age,
he excited much pity and commiseration among
the officers of the legion, who entreated Urde-
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netta to spare his life. He gave his word of ho-
nour that he would do so; but in the dead of the
night he had him and his men taken from the
quarters allotted to them, and privately butchered.
I saw them the next morning, about two hundred
yards in the rear, all tied together naked, their
_ heads nearly severed from their bodies by the ma-
chetti, and several slight wounds inflicted upon
them, as if by way of torture, before the finishing
stroke was given.

The attack on Oiimana took place on the 15th
of 16th of Septembet, which is generally after the
time of the commencement of the rainy season in
that province ; but it had not yet begun with much
vielenee, its approach being only marked by a few
heavy showers of short continnance. This night,
however, it did not cease ; and it materially added
to our sufferings, as we had no shelter beyond
what the brushwood afforded, which was very little
indeed : at the same time we were without a single
change of clothes, every artitle of dur apparel
belng aboard the fleet. To add to eur sufferings, '
for ten days, that s up te the time of cur depar-
ture, we had been subsisted merely by a small
portion of sugar-cane per diem each man; to
which was sometimes ddded, but very rarely, a few
plantains, when Brion thought proper to spare
them from the fleet.
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CHAPTER VL

Periodical Raing in Soyth Ayperica—Message from Aduiiral Briop—
Author deprived of his Vessel—Resentment of his Crew on
board—Quits the Ship—Anger of the Naval ‘Party ashore—
March of the Division for Maturin—Its dreadful Sufferings and
Losses—Majestic Serpents—Unexpected Relief—Cordillera of the
Andes—Author’s solitary Excursion across them—Danger of
Sleep—8agacity of the Author’'s Dog—View from the Saymit—
Author regaing the Divisiop—Aryival at Maturin—I{lpess of the
Troops—Cruelty and Cupidity of Urdenetta.

HFrrsond who are tnacquainted with the periodical
Efalls of rdin in South America, can form but g very
v inadequate idea of their powerful and devastating
eﬂbets) For days, and &ven weeks, they unceas-
inigly deseend in gverwhelming torrents, through
wlhich objects only thirty yards distant from the
eye ean searcely be discovered. The waters rush
down from the miountains with terrific force; bear-
ing every thmg away with them; and in the nar-
. row passages, between the acclivitied, forming
multitudes of tivers; which the trivelier has co-
tinnally to ford. Thede uniting with the Otioco,
overflow its fertile banks, 4nd inundate the coun-
try for leagues, destroyliig every semiblance of ve-
getation, and forcing the cattle to the high lands
until the deluge subsides. 'To the worn-down tra-
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veller, who has to penetrate through “this part ef
the country, the astonishing roar of the innumer-
able falls, dashing downward with majestic vio-
lence, united with the yells of myriads of monkeys,
which infest the forests, and with the roar of the
inferior kind of tigers that also abound in them,
conspire in the gloom of night to create an effect
on the nerves of a very thrilling description. To
add to the real and imaginative horror of the situ-
ation, you are aware—for the thing often happens—
that yourself, or the companion with whom you are
beguiling away the tedious hours in conversation,
turned perhaps on the scenes of happier times,
may be suddenly borne away by the gushing flood.
It may be the lot of either him or you to hear that
voice, which but a moment before was cheering
and urging to fresh exertions, uttering the ago-
nizing shrieks of death, and imploring that assist-
ance which cannot be afforded; self-preservation,
in spite of inclination, leaving no alternative but

the abandonment of the luckless individual to his
~ dreadful fate. "t

The, departure of the division from ;heA scene of
our thwarted enterprise, was fixed for the second:
day after its created miscarriage. Early that
morning I received a message from Admiral
Brion, through the medium of Mr. Ayres, the
officer who had reported my observations to him,
to the following effect: ¢ If you think proper to
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receive an inferior rank on board the El Oceana,
until Captain Barrinco leaves her, you can take it ;
but the -ship which' you now command is' wanted
for -a’ particular service, and must be given up.
If this offer meets not your wishes, Admiral Brion
will have to regret the loss of your services.”

* To the bearer of this complimentary announce-
ment I simply remarked, that I would wait on the
admiral. The retention of a vessel, under such a
commander, was now: become a matter of indif-
ference; as I well knew from experiénce, that I
could never do my duty to Venezuela, or any good
for myself, with a man whose jealousy, and want .
of enterprise, must prove a total bar to my'ad-
vancement. - Besides, my temperament was too
ardent for the endurance of so many shackles; and
I began to entertain hopes of receiving a vessel
from the hands of Congress itself, seeing that my
patron,’ Arismendez, was at the head of the go-
vernment. I therefore went on board the flag-ship
to give my answer, with a degree of unaffected
carelessness; and was received’ by "the ‘admiral
with correspondent cool politeness. * He said he
lamented that circumstances obliged him to take
the vessel from me, while his looks seemed to
indicate that he took much pleasure in doing so.
I merely observed, that as I had been introduced
and recommended to his notice by General Aris-
mendez, it was necessary that I should have a

VOL. L K
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certificate of the cause of my removal from my
~ vessel, as also of my conduct while in command of
it. This I claimed under his own hand, as I in«
tended to proceed to Angostura, where, as a ser-
vant of the Republic, I should have to account for
my presence to the vice-president and Congress,
by whom my rank had been confirmed, This
document he instantly gave me, in terms as satis-
factory as I could desire ; and we parted with the
same studied politeness on his part, and real non-
chalance on mine.

I then went op board my own ship, for the
last time, in order to give the effects I had afloat
into the charge of my first lieutenant, to convey
them to Angostura, as I conld procure no mules to
carry them by land, It was soon whispered among
the crew, that the admiral bad deprived me of the
command ; and & part of them, deputed by the
whole, came to my cabin to inquire if- the report
were trne. I of course answered in the affirmer
tive; on which they declared their intentiop of
quitting her also; but, by dint of earnest per-
suasion and entreaty, I prevailed on them to relin.
quish such an idea. It could not but occur to me,
that Brion might take advantage of such a revolt,
to make an unfavourable representation of me to
Arismendez, whose good opinion I was snxious to
retain ; not to mention my knowledge of what the
poor fellows would have to endure ip their medi-
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tated jaurney to the capital. Having happily suc-
ceeded thus far, I went ashore, taking with me
only a favourite dog, and my papers, With those.
who were left of my party on land, I was not s
successful; they were determined to go to Angas
tura, without returning on board. Urdepstta or-
dered part of the legion ta compel them, but the
latter declined. The natives were then called out; -
but, although nearly a thonsand strong, they would
as willingly bave faced the batteries of Cumana,
as bave attacked them. .They were, therefore,
likely to have their own way; but | repewed my
efforts, and finally prevailed upen them to return
to their duty on board, They, however, all des
serted npon their arrival at Margariia, with many
more ; and the Republic Jost, at one time, 800 of
the best seamen-Colomhia eyer boasted.
Litfle time served to prepare us for our march,
The encampment was broken up the same day, and
‘we proceeded amidst the pouring rain, which
dranched us fo the skin, apd rendered the plains
one vast sheet of water, the sandy bettom of which
jwas so soft, that we sank into it abave the knees,
The division could take no haggage along with it,
- government having failed to supply it with a snf-
ficient quantity of horses and mules, althongh both
were so plentiful in the country, The few that
were attached to the froops, had been monopo-
lized by General Urdenetta, for bis own storgs and
K2
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baggage. Our orders were, in the first instance,
to proceed to the town of Maturin, where we were
to halt until instructions should be forwarded by
Congress, directing our future disposal. With
the vain' hope of- obtaining supplies, we were to
" take Cumanacoa, the head-quarters of Colonel
Montes, in our way; in reaching which place we
spent four days. These formed the most pleasant
portion of the march, as regarded the state of the .
roads; but when we had accomplished the in-
tended stage, nothing could be done for us by
Montes, whose men were subsisting in the same
manner as ourselves. To our great annoyance,
we here learned, that when we were on the point
of leavmg Barcelona, Urdenetta received an ex-
press from General Bermudez, to inform him that
he would join him on a certain day, with his ca-
valry, and a large drove of wild cattle, which he
had procured with great exertion for the use of
the division. As'if our commander were deter-
mined to throw every obstacle he could in our
way, and wilfully resolved to reduce his troops to
. appalling privations which they were enduring, he
ordered them to re-embark, just two days before
the appointed time, for the arrival of Bermudez,
although, for the six previous weeks, he had stub-
bornly persisted to remain, when there was no
chance of ensuring a day’s subsistence.

The consequences of this ‘conduct were ex-

L4
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tremely disastrous. Anxious to keep his promise,
- General Bermudez, by forced marches, reached Bar-
celona on the day which he had appointed; when
he was informed of our expedition against Cumana.
He immediately resolved to join us there ; but his’
horses were so fatigued. by their great exertions,
he was compelled to rest a considerable time at
Barcelona ; an unavmdable, but fatal delay, as he
did not reach Cumana, which he supposed we ‘bad
taken, until -after we had left it. The Spaniards,
'who had gained some information of his approach,
hoisted  Independent colours, to confirm his pre-
vious delusion; and stationed large parties in the
woods through which he had to pass, with orders
to let him proceed unmolested until they could
completely surround him, and then to commence
the work of massacre. These instructions were
strictly attended to, and General Bermudez, being
taken by surprise, was completely defeated. After
gallantly fighting for two days and nights, he
however spiritedly dashed through his numerous
enemies, and escaped over an immense tract of
country to Aragua, where he took up his head-
quarters; haying left 500 lancers dead on the scene
, of action, and all his supplies of cattle and ammu-
' pition in the hands of the enemy.

After halting one night at Cumanacoa, the march
was continued onwards, under circumstances of
privation and distress which have seldom been
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excéeded. All description of the dreadful suffer-
ings endured must fall far short of the reality, which
would scarcely gain credence. Our road lay across
wminor tivers, whose streams were so swollen and
errents rendered so strong and rapid by the falls
of rain, that in fording them numbers of the men;
from theit excessive debility, were unable to bear
up against their force. The footing once lost, all
is over; the tush of waters bears the body down
with the rapidity of a shot, dashing it in its course
against stumps of trees, jutting rocks, and loose
stones, until life is extinct, and the sweeping tide
is stained with blood. We had also several moun-
tains to pass; and the waters winding round theft
diversified forms, produced, according to the num-
ber of passages between them, So many different
streams for us to wade through; ifisomuch, that in
one day the same piece of water, owing to its
various Windings, may be crossed more than ten
times.

The excessive fatigue of exertions s0 inremiting,
tinder cirtunistatices which were otherwise very
aflictive, §oon broke down many of the already te-
- duced troops, and above four hundred of the Bri-
tish perished, besldes natives, and even those who:
escaped the death which lay in wait for them at
_ ¢very step, were 80 wretchedly enfeebled that
even teath itself was eatnestly wished for. Their
shoes, from being constuntly saturated with water,




—p———

_IN COLOMBIA. - 188

% became so enlarged, that they were continually
esoaping from the feet; and to add to their misery,
‘the surfaces of the mountains were chiefly com-
posed of sharp-poiafed stones) resembling in co-
lour broken Scotch granite, but harder, and in
some patts approaching to the appearance and
quality of white flints. - By this latter species
of stones, the edges of which are so keen and
hard that the poorer Indians use them as knives
and hatchets, the feet of the men were so shock-

. ingly lacerated, that on the more elevated and dry

rocks their course might have been tracked by the
bloody marks of their footsteps. The deep’ ‘gashes
thus made were soon filled up by the cutting
brittly sand,)which is lodged between the acclivis
ties, and which caused an inconceivable degree of
torture,; agmn)wlghtened {s they approached the
plains of Maturin, by the intrusion of myriads of
insects named chegoes¥ from which their feet had
no protection. These tormenting creatures will
penetrate the skin, even where it-is unbroken, and
breed under it to such an extent, that unless they
are spéedily removed, the swarm beconme incalcu~
lable, and sometimes produces mortification. Their
nests are not only distinguishable by the acute
phin they cause, which is somewhat similar to the
application of caustic, but by the small white
pustules in which they are encased. To effectu-

‘# Commonply termed jeggars by the negroes and Indians.
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ally remove them, these pustules must be taken
out perfectly unbroken ; for if they are -opened,
they increase quite as mischievously as if they had
not been disturbed. This is best effected by
making a circular incision with a sharp-pointed
knife, or needle, with which the bladder must be
lifted up and crushed on a stone, or any other hard
substance ; after which, to prevent any eggs that
may remain from being vivified, the ashes of a cigar
ought to be introduced, which I have reason to
believe has been found the most effectual remedy.
“In the numerous woods through which we
‘passed, our ears were incessantly assailed by the
screams of the flying monkeys, who united to ex-
press their indignation at our trespass on their
peaceful seclusion. Part of these were shot, and
eaten, but owing to their. extreme sagacity, they
were but few, and those of the youngest. Their
flesh is like that of the wild rabbit in appearance,
but somewhat sweeter to the taste. At night, the
different sounds of these and other animals, united
with the howlings of the storm, the creepings of
the numbers of lizards over the troops as they re-
posed, and the consciousness of being surrounded
not only by snakes in abundance, but by the small
- kinds of lions and tigers* with which these woods
* These animals are small, and will not attack men; but will

steal after marching armies, or droves of mules, for weeks,
waiting for the death of any part of them.
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are plentifully stocked, all conspired to banish
sleep, and to keep the mind completely alive to
the horrors of the situation. . Nor were these hor-
rors lessened by the melancholy indication which
the roars of the last-mentioned carnivorous brood
-afforded, of the fate of the remains of the poor
fellows, who were continually falling martyrs to their
sufferings, which for the most part found a grave
in the entrails of these savage beasts of prey. The
precaution and comfort of having fires round the
camp could not be taken, as the descent of the
rain, which resembled the burst of a water-spout,
extinguished them as soon as kindled. At the same
“time the ground on which we lay was covered with
water to the depth- of from six to nine inches, so
that we were obliged to prop up our heads with
any thing we could procure, to avoid suﬂ'ocatioti.)
During our progress we necessarily passed
many standing pools of water, which, as we ap-
proached the plains of Maturin, where the lands
being so much higher were not inundated, became
more frequent. At these the soldiers, at first,
were in the habit of stooping to assuage their
thirst, until several of them were found dead at
the margin of thesé receptacles for small alli-
gators and snakes of the most poisonous deserip-
- tion. When it happened that one of these pools,
which were sometimes of vast extent, lay directly
across our path, so as to render it necessary to

N
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march a long way round,:many of the most fa-
tigued and reckless of existence among the troops
preferred wading through them. In several of |
such instances, a species of fish, called the raya,
oftentimes seized their thighs and the calves of’
‘their legs, and tore large pieces from them, leav-|
ing those who survived altogether incapable of
further service. Some of the men so bitten were |
obliged to be left behind, as they could not walk; |
and the mules, which were engrossed by the ge.
neral, were not allowed to carry them. These "
unhappy persons would earnestly implore their
comrades to shoot them, instead of abandoning’
them to starvation ; and certainly a speedy death
in such dreary instances would have proved a:
blegsing, Many of the troops had ulcers which’
deprived them of their toess—one of the many dis-’
agreeable consequences of low living and un-
wholesome food; and others wete lamed by the
thorns of the sensitive plant, which penetrated the
soles of their feet. Ulcers were also produced on
various parts of the body by the -sudden transi-
tions from heat to cold, vseasioned by the scorching
rays of the sun on the mountalns, after being so
long saturated in the waters of the lowlands ; /nd

* upon the whole a more hotrible eomplication of
evils has seldom been inflicted by military mcapa-
city;than that which in this dreary march was en-
countered by our ill.fated band.
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.v_./'f)f two occasions we saw individaals of a large
species of serpent, beautifully variegated, lying di-
i rectly across our path, in the higher parts of a wood/
and near its limits. The faint rays of the setting
sun playing on its colours udded greatly to their
brilliancy. ¢As soon as it descried us, it made a
majestic bound across the road into the thickest
{ of the brushwoed/ but without betraying -fear, -
either by look or motion; and apparently only
anxious to live unobserved. The leap wasv ery
graceful : thethead was first raised proudly, and
then gently drooped until the neck was curved
like that of & swan ; .the tail was placed in three
‘eoils on the ground, into which extremity all its
‘strength seemed gradually to concentrate, when
‘the head was again elevated, and at one spring
‘it cleared the path, cutting the air like a whip,
The natives were surprised and alarmed at its ap-
pearance, as they believed it to be the boa con-
strictor, which is very numetous in New Grenada,
but bad not hitherto been discovered in Venezuela.
An length, I should suppose this serpent to be
¢ from fourteen to sixteen feet, and about three in
i circumference at the largest part of the body.
AWe continved our irksome journey until we
fame near the branch of the Cordillera of the
Andes, which stretches ucross the route from
{ Cumaba to Maturin. Its ¢ cloud-capt” summits
" towered before us abruptly, just as we had
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emerged -from an extensive wood, which we had
been traversing for three nights and three days.
‘We had previously deemed our progress -suffi-
ciently calamitous, and had never contemplated this .
new and stupendous difficulty, to surmount which
the little strength we had left seemed wholly in-
adequate. The natives were the first to despair
and as those who were inured to such marches,
and accustomed to ascend the mountains of -the
~ Cordillera in every excursion, gave up the idea of
surviving it, a spirit of despondency spread -over
the whole party, and; many, but for the laudable
efforts of their oiﬁcers, would have laid themselves l
down to perish without another exertion. - At.this
moment) when all our former toils and wants
appeared on the point of being exceeded, -we
were providentially destined to receive an un-
looked-for succour, as abundant as it was timely.
On a_plain(at the top of an eminence we saw.a
herd of wild cattle and horses, near to, and inter-
mingling with each other; and rendered -indif-|
ferent by.the. cravings of nature as to which of | |
them we procured, some of the horses, being the |
nearest, were first brought down, and a few of the'
bullocks: My, dog, which was partly of the bull-'
breed, was particularly active, and séized some of!
the cattle by the nose as they were endeavouring;
to escape, and held them till the natives had ham--
stringed themy
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" For- the" first time since ‘we had partaken
of the Spanish lancers’ horses at Baréelona, we
now enjoyed a sufficient meal. The manna that
descended to the relief of the fugitive tribes
of * Israel -in the wilderness, was not more ac-
ceptable. Those who have never been reduced
to a-similar extremity can but faintly conceive the
luxury of such a repast, from which at other times
we should have turned with loathing and disgust.
The (ﬂesh was devoured raw, and without any
thing else to heighten its relish, yet it still seemed
sweeter than the banquet of princes.) The poor
felows ate till their respiration was exhausted,
then paused to expatiate on their good fortune,
and again ate till satisfied; but many of them
paid dearly for their imprudence. It had been
the wish of the officers to apportion a certain
quantity to each man, but the cravings of hunger
having overcome all regard to subordination, their
orders were not heeded, and the flesh was de-
voured reeking from the carcasses while they had

——

~ power to swallow.' They then laid themselves

down to sleep ; and when the bugles were sounded -
for our march the next day, it was discovered that -
several of them had died from excessive repletion.

" The native troops lost more in comparison with their

numbers than the British, and many of them were
obliged to be left behind in consequence of being
ill, who were never afterwards seen or heard of:
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- After this repast, 1 fell into a profound and re-
freshing sleep, which was the first of more than two
hours’-duration that any of us had enjoyed since we
left Cumanacon ; for, as delay was litera]ly death, -
we had hurried on while our wearied limbs could
sustain us, that we might reach Maturin ere we
perished of hunger. The sun had gilded the lofty
ascent before us long before the camp was stirring,
when, having enjoyed a salutary rest of about
fourteen hours, at the base of the lowest mountain.
of the chain, where we had bivouacked, 1 arose re.
freshed, and comparatively strong, and my brother
officers were the same, After a substantial breakfast

("we proceeded upwards, having provided ourselves —

. with a sufficiency of food to last us with moderation . -
several days. That part of the branch of the Cor»
dillera which we had to ¢ross, was, by the compu-
tation of the country, ahout ning thousand feet
above the level of the sea, though perhaps not
more than eight thousand from the base, as the
ground gradually rises at every step from the sea
as you prooeed inland, There was another link
of the same chain a little to the right of our road,
which was considered twelve thousand feet high;
but as we had no means of correctly ascertaining
the height of them ourselves, we could only judge
b) the reports of the Creole officers, which, I should
think, were not very much exaggeratad, '

. 1 bad beard frequently of the grandeur apd subs .
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\ lumty of ‘the views from less elevated points, and
iwished, if possible, to gainthe extreme height of the
{loftiest of those before us; and supposing, from the
!slow progress made hy the division, that by a mode-
{rate degree of exertion I could accomplish my ob-
ject without being left far behind, I at once made up
/my mind to attempt it, if T could get a companien,

( In this I was disappointed) as no person would
vepture with me, not even of the natives, who all
declared that no Indian or Creole had ever gone so
far; and added, that the cold was so iptense, that
if T even reached the summit a deep sleep would
steal over me, from which I should never awaken s
it being #till more likely that I should lose my.

. footing, and descend headlong before I gained

1~ the top. {Qolonel S$tapford, who wished very muoh

to accompany me, but was prevented by lameness
and excessive debility, wagered me a dinner, to
{be eaten at Maturin, that I dared not go plone, 1
]'accapted it, and agreed to plant a flag-staff with

the Independent colours fixed on it, as a proof of
my. success. s .
Aaking an extra_clogk, which had belonged
a man who had died the preceding night,
faud a broken lance to apsist me in climbing,
g{ I left the division, having my rifle and the flag-
i staff glung over my shoulder with my provisions,
and accompanied by my dog/}which would ot stay
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behind me. I separated from"my’ coti)panions
about noon, and pursuing a nearer direction to
. the point I was making for, left thém to: the left,
and before it was dark I had nearly lost sight of
them, I¢ slept about four hours}- ‘after having -
drawn upon my stock of provisions, and as I had
now regularly two meals a day, I was acquiring
strength hourly. 1 travelled all the next day,
taking little rest, being apprehensive that if I lost
too much time I should not oifertake_the division;
and being without a guide or food in an unknown
country, I should have been in an awkward: situa-
tion. I found the temperature vary considerably
as Tincreased my ascent, and at night it was very
warm, but a refreshing breeze passing over the
spot where I lay, made it agreeable. !At dawn of
day I again set forward, and taking advantage of!|
an easier path winding to the left, obtained a view |
of my military frierids, who were still proceedirig, \
. though much below me. I was now relieved from '
all fear of being left behind, as I 'was certain that
I could reach the furthest extremity I wished to
arrive at nearly as soon as they could arrive at the
top of the part they were crossing. ‘On percelvmg
them I discharged my rifle, which produced one of
the most powerful echoes I ever heard, reverbe-
rating from rock to rock for a long time. It was'
answered by the firing of ten or twelve muskets, |
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:\\t.he reports of which were rendered by the echo
“‘equal to those of as many twelve:-pounders. -

I found the air grow colder as I advanced, after
ten a.m. of this the third day, and lay down at
night amidst large flakes of snow, with which the
summits of the Andes are continually covered.
There was a slight fall of it, occasioned by the
wind driving it from the higher parts; but being
under the lee of a crag, it drifted over me, and
my couch was free from it. In the morning the
sun shone vividly, though the cold increased to
severity ; but I had the satisfaction of knowing
that before another night I should be at the-ex-
treme point of elevation, unless accident pre-
vented me. Thinking I-had better start early
enough to enable me to descend below the place
where I then reposed, to sleep the next night, I did
not repose more than two hours. On resuming my
journey, I found that I had the most laborious part
of it to perform, and in spite of my endeavours to
conceal it from myself, I felt that my strength
was gradually diminishing. The ascent was now,
for some distance, almost perpendicular, and the
face of the mountain composed of ‘the species of
stone I have before spoken of. Its-sharp edges
soon cut through the flimsy covering I had on my
feet, which was merely a piece of cloth, and the
half-closed gashes inflicted upon them at the com-
mencement of our march were re-opened. The

voL.L L '
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~ blood was frozett befure it eould wéll emerge from
them, and the pdini was then lost in the berumbing
setisation created by the cold: My hands were
dlso ldcerdted by these €xcrescences, as I wss
necessatily compelled to catoh held -of thein at
times for support. At six a.m. I found myself on
a plain gradually inclining from east to West, and
éxteilding about a mile in length, and thiee:
¢quarters of a mile in breadth. I ran acrossit to
testote myself to @ necessary degree of warinth;
and ctime to the foot of another rock, as ipright as’
the last, but moté lengthy. This was the worst of
all; and misthiave ccapied me at ledst five hours in -
the ascént; dlthotigh I had now no méans 6f as-
dettaining thé time, as my watch had stepped, arid
tipor ekdinination when I reachied Matirin, I found
the maitigpring lidd flowi into several pieces, emag
to the eeld.

It was while elimbmg this rock that T ﬁrst e
peérieticed the strong inclination to sleep, vwhick
the Creolés, had cautiohed me against. It was
vety troublesome, and scarcely resistibile, and #t
times I could net shake it off without inflivtity
pain on myself, which I did by striking the shaft
of the lance against my forehead. The wind was
blowing strong from the westward, and I hdd
takeh the precaution recommended by the natives,
to envelop my head aud neck warmly, and keep -
iy facd averted from it; but when the tendency
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tu sleup inereased too violenitly; I tuthéd towdtds
the blast, which caused #& sharp pain like that
which follows a smart lash of a whif and banished
drowsiness for some minutes. The highly rarefied
dir operated so powetfully upoh my lungs, and
cdused suchi an oppression, that I was uider tlie
necessity of stopping at every ten ot twelve paces
to gain bredth ; but on the sliglitest cessation of
motion a chill, which affected every fibre, came
over tiie, which was sacceeded by the desire to
repose; To proceed was sbititiines intpossible;
and to stay was dargerous; I thetefore hesitdted
to go farther, but feéling no wish 16 be laughed
at for relinqitishitiy my ptojeet; I still went on.
-On n surmounting this stéep, which had weil-nigh
{Med iie; I found ancthét plain, Whert I halted
‘?d replace the covering ot #iy féet: Abodt the
eeritre of it was a small ¢titer, whith Had beett
évidently formed by one of tHosé voleatit értip-
itions sd ¢orttinon in the Andes. Ftomi tHe dppéar-
‘aneé of it; it must have been Burkkd viit se-
lveral yedrs, but the streams of lava wéte still
visiblein tnany places) and whete the snew had
partially melted, séveral chaniels eeuld be seen
filled with it. The crater exhibited Hothidg
remaikable; éxtept s ainazihg depth, which
wiis fat greater cottiparatively than st of Mouit

Vesuvius. :
I had tiow artived dt the fost of tHE last rbck,

L2
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which was in a more sloping position than the

previous ones, and consequently easier of access.

trip, but so wearied that I could not resist th
temptation of sitting down. a few minutes, Here I !

After two hours I attained the height of my aérial,)

remarked that the dozing sensation first came ypon ! ]

my canine compagnon de voyage, but either he,
had more self-command than his master, or it did
not assail him so heavily. He seemed to havef;

an instinctive dread of its effects, for theinstant he
felt his eyelids drooping he jumped up, and shook °
himself violently, and then sat down, placing- his |
nose between his paws to shelter it from the -

wind. On one occasion the sagacity of this faith- "

ful animal - certainly preserved me. ' I had supnk’
into the deadly slumber so far as ta lose all recol-
" lection, when I was startled. by his loud, bark,
accompanied by a rough scratching on my breast.
Alarmed at the narrow .escape I had,.l. arose
directly,. and the affectionate creature expressed

the greatest joy when I did so, dancing. round
me, and licking my- hands with amazipg fondness -

as I gratefully patted him, It was pow at least
ten hours since I had breakfasted, and. I partook
~ sparingly of my stock of beef, having little appetite
after such excessive exertion ; I also gave some to
‘my four-footed friend to amuse hlmsglf with while
I looked around me.

The reglon was such, that I am conﬁdent no

]
PN
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human being could exist in it more than two or
three hours, even with the severest exercise; I
was therefore as hasty as possible in my obser-
vations. ( Looking downwards I could plainly trace
the majestic Oronoco through all its serpentine
‘windings and its several branches, the various
‘cities on its banks appearing like dark spots, in
- which no particular object could be distinguished.
-Cumana and Barcelona were the most distinct, and
‘Maturin was also discernible, round which the vast
.plain dppeared like a desert in miniature. /Beyond
the .ocean could be seen the islands of Margarita,
Trinidad, &c. like specks on an immense white
sheet. The view beneath has, however, but few
‘beauties, and soon fatigues the eye. It is on the
soul-striking wonders of the Cordillera itself that
‘the observer is induced to dwell, and which I
regret my inability to portray,) The most gigantic
descriptive powers would be requisite to do justice
to the syblimity which assails the eye and-fixes
the mind in this spirit-stirring situation, even while
the body is writhing under the most excruciating
agony, and worn down by want and incessant
toil ;—which can hold the thoughts in silent and
reverential contemplation, surrounded by an at-
mosphere in which, without an almost superna-
tural excitement, life is not to be maintained.
e whiteness which alike overtops the hill and
covers the valley, spreads a delusive brilliancy
{ over the whole; and when the fierce rays of the
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unalouded sun beam in resplendent b¥ighiness
upan it, the effect is too dazzling for the sight to.
endure, and produceg a temparary degree of blind-;
ness, attended with pain. The extreme cold,
nevertheless, imparts a surprising lightness and
elasticity to the frame. I felt as if it were easy to!
maunt through the aiﬁ and even found it trouble-
some ta keep my feet on therock. This sensation
is probably heightened, if not caused, by the
peculiar buoyancy of the mind in such a situation,
which seems to ascend with the eye the spira]
summits and abrupt terminations of the uplified
erags ; to overleap the stupendous harriers and
yawning chasms between; and to descend the per-
pengicular precipices, as it eagerly glances at each.
ARacks heaped upon rocks, mountains piled upon »
mountaing, incessantly rise in one huge cha_ip} till
the spectator fancies the utmost limits of vision
are gained, or that the terminating link is now
seen; but just as the speculation is about to
elose, another mare grand, and more terrific, peers
throngh tha mautle of light vapouring clouds by

- which it has been partially snveloped. -Above, the ,
sky was of a clear cerulean tint; in some places '
beautifully straaked, and varipd with a bright sil-
very hue, and a pale delicate straw colour.; The
mediym through which it is seen from this lofty
station, iy at all times perfectly free from the
depsity of atmosphere which obscures tha view
{rom the ardinary level af the sarth,
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(aszing: npan a firmament of endlesa spaee, I
was lwperceptibly led into a feeling of awe and
admiration of the magnificent warks of the Creator,
and infp a sentiment of pious melancholy by the
lonelinesp in which I then stopd. I have neyer
experienged any salitnde at all appraaching to this.
The silepce of scenes more domestic and fami-
liar, but faiptly represents its thrilling stillness.
The . dreary wildness imposes upon thg mind p
widely different feeling in ease of the weight of
thoyght which jnvoluntarily ariges and oppresses it,
te that which is entertained when amidst objects
lgss dread-inspjring. Here is a solemn grandeyr,
which involuntarily, exalts the soul into elevated
gqutegpplation, totally opposite to the peagefu] sen-
§ations which the mind epjoys in those galmer scenps
of quietyde where it ig allowed, and tempted tp
think with composyre. I stgod high ahove all
sreated lif; the sale human tenant of a region
which the soaring pinion of the eagle had never
reached; where the footstep of the mountsin
goat had pever been imprinted ; and where, in all
human probability, man had never before iptryded.
It was some minutes ere I could gujetly contem-
plaig the clopdless face of the heaveps, pyye as
the vast extent of snow around mg; but when I
was sufficiently pollected to do so, I was more
than amply repaid for the toil 1 had undergone
ta accomplish it. Ng langypge cpn sdequately
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depict the tumultuous feelings which pervade the
~ breast in such a scene; they may be forcibly felt,
but cannot be described. All earthly passions
are lost—all temporal considerations vanish—the
thoughts are occupied in a more laudable and
elevated train of reflection; man forgets the in-
justice of man, his own vain wants, and still vainer
wishes. The soul uplifts itself to heaven, eager
to relinquish the world and its miseries ; rejoices
to find itself so near the abode of innocence and
truth, and turns, when the fond illusion is past, to
the familiar things of human life—its ambition, its
cares, and its fleeting happiness—with sorrow,
humiliation, and disgust. :

- T continued absorbed in meditation till the ‘in-
crease of pain disturbed me from my reverie, when'
I found my fellow-traveller had been enjoying his
bone with as much delight, though of a different’
nature; as I had the situation and the ideas which it
inspired. It was curious to observe how he avoided
getting chilled, or overpowered by sleep. When-
ever he found himself affected he threw the bone
as far away as possible, and ranround it till warm,
and then resumed his operations apew. ' I now
planted my flag-staff, and hoisted the’Venezuelan!
flag of liberty upon it, and prepared to rejoin my /
military friends. Replacing my rifle and knapsack,
over my shoulder, I commenced my descent, which!
I found less hazardous than I had expected j for
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although it was in some parts nearly perpendicular,
the excrescences were so numerous and large that
but little danger existed of falling, though my feet
again suffered. The labour was trifling, and my
breath but little affacted. 1 went down to the
foot of the second rock, which had alone cost me
five hours to scramble up, in less than two, and
slept in the place where I had reposed two nights
before. __

. The{seventh morning after my separation from
the division I rejoined it safe and well, to the sar-
prise of my friends, as it was slowly plodding its
iweary way over the plain of Maturin. Our route
lay now over the beautiful sandy level which ex-
}tends above three hundred miles, and we traversed
{it with comparative ease and celerity. After three’
'days we arrived within sight of the spot where the
‘warlike.town of Maturin formerly stood, but which
was now only marked by irregular rows of mud-
built hovels. The sixth day was far advanced
‘when we entered it, and owing to its insignificant
size and poverty, we had a difficult task to procure

quarters of any kind,

' /’I‘he ill-fated brigade was labouring under an
Attack of intermittent fever and ague, the inevi-
‘table consequence of being so continually im-
mersed in water ; and all the men, with very few
exceptions, were affected with it. There was a
small ‘hospital here, cousisting merely of two
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square plots of ground, enelosed with mud walls,
as apologies for rooms, without flooring, which
from its dampness was ill calculated for their
reception. Bad as it was, as many as it could
contain huddled into it, by the direction of Gene-
ral Urdenetta, where, being suffered to remain
without the least regard to cleanliness or comfort,
in a few days they presented a shocking spectacle
of human misery. ,ﬁm disease, and famine were ;
the reward of the services of men who had left!
their country to embark in the desperate cause of :
those who now so ill requited them,> Many were
lodged in the worst hovels of the town, where they
- were left to perish, unless the poor inhabitants
could aid them. Few or none of the cases were
dangerous in themselves, had there been a supply
of medicines; but the skill of the medical officers,
who were numerous and highly talented, was ren-
dered nugatory by a total absence of every neces-
sary article, not only for restoring the health and
strength of the men, but for prolonging their ex-
istence, The complaints of the British officers to
Urdenetta were loud and repeated, but availed:
them nothing; and, as a last resource, they re-
presented the dreadful situation of their men to
General Roxas, who then commanded the cavalry -
of the plains, and he caused a number of wild
mules, horses, and cattle, to he caught, intending
same of the latter for aur immediate uge, and the
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‘others to be sent to Margarita to be bartered for

edicine, wine, shoes, and stores for the division.
! It was now confidently hoped, that their suffer--
: ings would be alleviated; but Urdenetta, in whose
name the cattle had been sent to Margarita, had

| the inhumanity to give instructions that the pro-

duce should be appropriated to the purchase of

’wmes, stores, and uniforms, for his own use; and it

. was heart-rending to behold so many gallant fellows
v pining and dying through the selfishness and cu-

' pidity of their commander.

/1 had myself been seized with the fever and
figue, and should have been in the same plight
‘as the troops and many of the officers, but that

- 'in the little cabin which afforded me shelter,.
dwelt an old Indian woman, with her son and
‘daughter, who attended me with a degree of"
“kindness and solicitude which would have done
- honour to any country. They prescribed for me
‘the native remedy, which is simply rubbing a
"boiled lime, divided in halves, on the back and
loins every morning and evening, from which

I received wonderful benefit.\ In a few days, with
the help of the bark of the country, which is
called there ¢ quin-quina,”* and a good .consti-

! tution, I was as well as ever. I recommended the

same mode of treatment to the consideration of

* Of precisely the same species as the Peruvian bark.
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the surgeons, who did not attach any importance
to it, but consented to a trial because nothing
else was at haud ; and to their surprise several of
the most obstinate cases were yielding to it, and
many of a slighter nature cured, when some stores
were sent from Angostura by General Arismendez,
and the disease was overcome. Maturin being
the  intended halting place of the division till
orders should be received from the Congress as
to its future operations, we had to remain there
until these commands should arrive.
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- CHAPTER VIL

Unhappy Fate of the Town of Maturin—Horrible Cruelties of General
Morillo to the Inhabitants—Similar Treatment of Aragne—Bar-
barities of Monteverde and Boves—General Roxas and his Cavalry
—Kindness of General Arismendez to the Author — Vigorous
Policy of that General as Vice-president of Venezuela—Want of
Discipline and Patriotism of the Lower Classes of Creoles—

" Popularity of General Paez—Ship-builders, their Cupidity, and
how remedied by General Arismendez—General Urdenetta su-
perseded —General Marino—Nefarious Conduct and fraudulent
Proceedings of General Devereux—Unhappy Fate of the Troops
raised by him—Present Situation of that unprincipled Adven~_
turer. ‘

Marturiy was formerly one of the first cities in
Venezuela, and was the favourite resort of the
wealthy inhabitants, till the revolutionary war
commenced, when this city, which was suspected
of containing many persons attached to the cause
of independence, was made the first, object on
which the Spaniards wreaked their vengeance. It
Fas attacked and defended with much obstinacy,
but was at length overcome; and the Royalists,
immediately after gaining possession, finding that
they could not maintain it without a large garrison,
which they could not then spare,,burned it to the
\~ groundyand left not one building standing. Here
General, Morillo practised some of his demoniacal

_acts of barbarity upon the inhabitants who fell into
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his hands. Many of the principal families had
escaped ; and as it was known that they were im-
mensely rich, and the amount of property which
had fallen into his haids not answering his ex-
pectations, he @pposed their wealth had been —
buriéd) as it was fiext to impossible that tley
could have taken it with them. Under this idea he
/aused all the domestics that could be found to be _,
‘cqllected,and tortured in the most cruel manner, in -
order to make them confess what they krew of the .
matter, and amhong other means employed the fol-
lowing. Heihadall the soles of their feet literally
cut off, and cdused large quantities of sdnd to be
procured from the neighbouring plain, which he
had heated as hot ad it tould be made, ant forced
the wretched creattires to walk- bver it in their la-
cerated state. There were mdny of these victims
{o his brutality livihg et Matt¥in when the division
entered it, who bore the iadelible marks of these
tortures; affording indisptttable evidence a3 to their
comntiission. ‘They wete chiefly Woniten, and thie,
kind old dame with whom I lodged, dnd who had
formerly besh a4 servant to the goverror of the :
tity, was otie of them,

The town was stibsequeiitly rebuilt twice, but
edth time shared the same fate; as did the peace- -
fal town of Ardgtie; beautifully situated at the ,
bottom of the last moutithin of the bfdanch of the
Cordillera, but which, upon ifs being rebuilt 4 sécond
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time, was allowed to rémain. {In the lattet place
ohly & few mutilated perbons wete left to revedl
the dreadful fate of most of their fieighbouts atid
kindred, who wete put to death in the most bar
baroiis ways that ingenuity could devise:. I heré
also saw several wumett whose éars and roses hiad
been cut off; their eyes torn from their sockets,
- their tongues cut out; and the soles of theit feet
, pared bythe orders of Moniteverde, a Spanish brigd-
/ didr-generaly This wretch, with the exceptiori of
Morillo, was the most sanguinaty of the Sparish cori-
manders; and excelled all of them it.perfidy. . He

- raised the coloured population against the white,
"the slaves agsinst their masters, giving them rank
sand wealth in proportion to the rnumbtr -they
‘killed, and requiring; as ptoofs of their services, the
Jreads of their viotims." Boves, anothei of these
{ monsters, who slibseqhently commanded in this
\( provinee, vied in savageness with Monteverde; but
he riet his death before-His eareer was sufficieiitly
extended to equal hid predecessor. He hedded
an unsucdessful  attemipt to take Mattirin; upon -
whose plainis his' armhy shffered & signal defdsit,
and hd_ himself was trunsfisetl with a litieé by the
hand of Gerietal Roxas. 'The eavalfy of this 8x:
tensive plain have always been distinguished for
their bravety, when called out under the com-
miand of Roxus, who is a neégio bf the Sambo
tribe. He is a brave i, bid hias fought stremu-
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ously for the Independent cause, but is perfectly
illiterate, not being able to read or write. He
obtained his rank in common with many others,
who are indebted to the Revolution for their pre-
sent enjoyments. He now resides at Maturin, of
which he is the military governor. He is gene- -
rous and hospitable, and partial to the British, to
whom he rendered all the service he could when
needed. At the east end of the town of Maturin
is erected a high and extensive platform, capable
of holding 1000 men, on which is mounted a gun
of extraordinary length and calibre, which, upon
the approach of a hostile force,is generally loaded
with old nails, pieces of iron; flint stones, and any
other missile at hand, and seldom fails of sweeping
the enemy down in great numbers.

I bad taken the first opportunity of writing to
General Arismendez, to inform him of my removal
from the Santa Rosa by the admiral, and had
requested his advice as to my future proceedings.
The same conveyance had taken a formal state-
ment of the whole conduct of Urdenetta as their
commander, addressed by the English officers to
the government, and a memorial' praying that an
efficient officer might be appointed to supersede
that general. A few days brought an order for
the immediate attendance of Urdenetta and Co-
lonel Montilla (whose name had been injudiciously
mentioned in the statement) at Angostura, to ac-
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count before the Congress for their behaviour. { At
the same time arrived' two of General Aris-
;mendez’s servants, who, with his usual kindness
labd consideration, had rapidly despatched them
w1th six mules ‘to convey a ‘part of my clothes,
‘which had arrived at the capital in the fleet, and
:three hundred dollars for my immedidte wants.
1 had- also the honour of a letter from him,
+in which he desired me to proceed without delay
‘to Angostura, as I was wanted on an expedmon
Vof moment)
,/me time served for preparation, and I de-
arted from Matarin next morning and reached
Angostura in three days, where I met with a most
cordial reception from my patron and his lady., He
expressed himself much hurt at the behaviour of
Admiral Brion towards me ; but as the latter had
such a profusion of wealth, which was at the com-
mand of the government when it pleased him, it
was not politic at that moment to agitate the ques-
tion of his right to take the vessel from me- after
the Congress had confirmed me in the command
of it, as'such.a proceeding might very likely have
occasioned an open rupture. .
_-Arismendez was now at the head of the country,
;and in the absence of the president held the reins-
 of government completely in his  own hands ;- and
 fortunate would it have been forthe interests of
_-the :Republic if he had been allowed to 'retain
VOL. L. M
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them, but party-spirit and that rancorous jealousy
which has ever proved the bane of Colombia oc-
casioned his removal before he had time to complete .
the well-planned arrangements he had in progress.
When he was first elected vice-president, "he
found the affairs of the state in the most ruinous
disorder which can be imagined. /There was no
regularly organized force in the country except
the British legion ; and all that the Republic had
then to meet the Royaliats, who numbered about
6000 good troops, were the straggling bands of |
guerillas, under Colonel Montes; about 600 of : -
the same description under General Bermudez,'
300 inferior cavalry) under General Monargas;
the cavalry of General Roxas,gand a small force’
under General Marino. To unite these forces,
amounting in all to but little more than 3000,
was, from their itinerant habits, a matter of im-
possibility; and to obtain the services of a great
portion of them in a case of the most extrome
urgeney, was almost equally so, unless the enemy
chanced to be olose at hand. Not being regularly
embodied, and seldom receiving pay, they partook
more of the nature of irregular militia, who would
return to their homes whenever they thought
proper, and serve only when it pleased them. -
Having no peouniary inducement from their owm
government, they félt no great desire to fight for
its cause, Liberty they cared liitle about; and I .
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.am convinced if the Spaniards could have tempted
;them with money, they would as.cheerfully have
‘shed the blood of their own countrymen as they
~would bave fought in their defedce. They only
leemed to entertain one desire, which was that
bf enriching themselves, and of preserving their
%ooty undisturbed. When the royal army hap-
{pened to approach their own provinces, they would
fesist it, but would never, if they could avoid
it, serve beyond the precincts of theit own
-home § and whenever they have done so, the offi«
Jjcers have been compslled.to tie them togsther,
-like horses, and litsrally drag. them, or drive them
“at the point of the lutwe to the seene of aotion,/
I will here relate oné o two instances of .deser-
tion, ‘which will more -~ fully illustrate the foelings
entértained by ‘the lower blasses in' Venssuela tos
wards the éause of independenee than velunies of
assertions. .

General Marino wished to take part-of thc gues
rillas under-Colonel Montes, With his own force,
in ordet to tttack the eneimny who were approuch.
ing Batcelona. For this purpose all the men in
Cumanacon and thé parts adjacent wers #um-
moned to appéar under atms of & 6ertain day, but
were kept in ignorarice us to the purposs fof
which they were wanted: When the parmde was
forined; those. who ‘were destined to march were
ordered into the casa forte; where they wets

- MQ '
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locked up till the following day, when they were
tied together in files with ropes, of which there
not being sufficient at. hand, the entrails of bul-
locks were used as a substitute. In this manner
they moved off; but before they reached the
head-quarters of Marino, not more than a third
of them were left, and those soon after found
mreans to decamp. On such occasions their return
to their native province.is welcomed with great
cordiality, and they are received with more eclat,
for their well-timed escape, than would be
awarded to them for the greatest act of valour
they: could display. : Arismendez . alga .at one
time, after immense labour, .got together above
2000 ' mulattoes, with the intention of organiz-
ing ‘them in the manner of the British troops,
with whom they were intended to serve, and pro-
cured scarlet jackets from the stores to clothe
them, thinking such.an ornament would be an in-
ducement for.them to continue in the service. - At |
night they were surrounded by the British legion, !
to prevent their escape ; but as soon as the troops |
were asleep in the camp, which was at'the top: of ’
an eminence, the rushdownwards waslike theburst- !
ing forth. of a body of water, and in the morping nat :
one of them was to be found. All were gone, and |
what was worse, the red jackets along .with th
Such was the force destined to.support the glo-
rious cause of liberty.in Venezuela. Without dis-
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cipline; necessary arms, or clothing; with officers
incomparably ignorant of military tactics, and
themselves without the least anxiety for the suc-
cess of their country. Added to these were the
troops under General Paez, which were by far the
best; yet so low was the ebb of patriotism, that
nearly the whole of them had served under the
"Spanish generals, but the great hospitality of
Paez induced them to join the Independent stan- °
dard. These, which amounted to about 3000,
could always when they pleased hold Morillo in
check ; and their incursive mode of warfare was
particularly annoying to him whenever he took up
his quarters in their vicinity. They were at this
time in New Grenada, with Bolivar. :

In order to remedy this deficiency of troops,
Arismendez had formed a plan of raising a brigade
of 4000 men, consisting of Creoles, Sambos, and
Indians, by a sort of conscription, and was suc-
ceeding as well as could be desired. Half the
brigade was completed, with very few desertions;
for having taken every precautionary measure to
prevent the final escape of any who were so in-
clined, those who made the first attempt were re-
taken and executed in the presence of the remain-
der, which, together with the promised rewards,

_ retained them in the service. He also found in the
stores of the capital vast quantities of ordnance
“and other stores, which had been purchased in
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England and the United States at an immense ex-
pense, but which had lain a long time in a con-
fured mass, no person knowing or caring what they
were, although they were at this period so ex-
tremely requisite. These he had oarefully as-
sorted and applied to the purposes for which they
were originally intended. At Angostura there
was not a single vessel of any description which
was capable of service, and the trade of the river
Oronoco was entirely without protection. The -
oarpenters taking advantage of the scarcity of
hands, and the great want of vessels, one and all
struok for an advance of wages, and refused to
work till their demand was complied with. Aris-
mendez, who was not to be thwarted, "adopted at
onrae the most likely means of furnishing the state

'with the vessels they needed. He cansed four

or five gallows of agreat length to be erected by
his soldiers, and having assembled all the carpen-
ters in the city he told them, that unless six flecheras
(gun-boats of a peeuliar construction) were ready
for launching in fourteen days, he would hang
every one of them. It 4s scarcely necessary to
add; that they were finished in the time allotted.
These and many other things he was engaged in
completing when he was removed from offiée
end had he but remained in it another year, the
Republic would have been in a fleurishing state.

. Upon the arrival of General Urdenetta at Angos- -
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tura he was arrested by the orders of Arismendez,
together with Colonel Montilla, and kept in con-
finement till the Congress was prepared to hear
his defence. I may be imagined that Arismendex
did not forget his arrest at Margarita, and the
attempt made to disgrace him; but whether the
recollection influenced his conduct on the present

. occasion I cannot say. Urdenetta, however, by the

united voice of the Congress, was instantly removed
frem the command of the British legion, and ocer-
tainly not without ample cause. Colonel Montilla
was not disgraced in any way, as it was clear that
he had merely acted under the orders of his ge-
neral, who could alone be responsible for the effects
of them ; but as Urdenetta was removed from the
army, Montilla lost his situation as gefe de estado.

(Urdenetta was superseded by Marino, a captains

| general who possessed the most unbounded in:

fluence in the eastern district, where the division
was then stationed, In this quarter he could
always raise an army when no other chief could
obtain a man; and he also had the power of ob-
taining vast supplies of provisions and other neces-
sariee for the troops, through his connexion with
the wealthy families. He had been many years
in the Venezutlan service, and had rendered him-
self on all occasions remarkably conspicuous for
his talents as a member of the senate during the
time he was of the Congress ; for his great mili-
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_tary skill and .undoubted bravery, as also for his

warm devotion to the liberty of the Republic, and
his inflexible integrity. With these qualifications,
united to his general ‘interest, he was decidedly
the fittest. man to be placed at the head of the Bri-
tish legion at a juncture when their confidence was
destroyed by the weakness and dishonourable con-
duct of their late commander. The Congress
were very solicitous for his acceptance of the
office, as they knew it would give the highest sa-
tisfaction to the country at large, who looked up to
Marino as the only prop of their falling cause.

. General ,Marino is of Irish extraction, and is ",
allied to the Leinster family; He is said to be the

heir to a baronetcy, which is now supposed to. be
extinct. He has shown me lettars and papers in
confirmation of.this, and has expressed his deter-
mination of visiting Ireland to claim it, when the -
affuirs of Colombia were so far settled as to
render his absence a matter of no importance. His
grandfather emigrated to Venezuela many years
since, and resided there with an only daughter,
who was united to a Spanish merchant of immense
wealth, and from this marriage, I believe, Marino is
descended. He is(tall and athletic, and hasa very
open countenance, which is a perfedt index to his-
mind ; his manners are elegant, and his education
extensive; His steady adherence to the welfare
of his country, and his continued opposition to the -
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measures of those who have their own aggrandise-
ment more at heart than the future interests of the

Republic, have entitled him to the esteem and

regard of the patriotic portion of his countrymen;
while, on the other hand, it has rendered him
extremely obnoxious to the party-to whom he has
been opposed, who have been incessant in their
attempts to lower his consequence. "

. About this time, the expedition which created so
much noise, termed the ¢ Irish Legion,” was, by ad-
vices recently received from General Devereux, the
promoter of the scheme, expected to arrive at Marga-
rita. This person is of Irish parentage, and himself
a native of Ireland. His father took a very active
part in the scenes which characterised the last
dreadful rebellion which agitated that country, and
. finally suffered the extreme penalty of the law, as
a punishment for his interfergmbe. The junior
Devereux, of whom I now spdak, was during a
great part of his life engaged in = petty. mercantile
way, in various parts of the United States, whither
the chief part of his family had fled, in order to
save themselves from the powerful arm of the
law. During his engagements in trade, he
made frequent visits both to England and Ireland,
whereby he 8contrived to get acquainted with
some of the most respectable merchants of both
countries. In 1815 he went to Carthagena, where
he saw Bolivar, to whom he represented his ability
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to raise a legion, provided securities were given
him; but some misunderstanding arose between
Bolivar and himself, which delayed any arrange-
ment. Afterwards he was invited to bring a body
of men to the country by Bolivar, to which he paid
no attention, until he found that General English
had completed his contract with the Republic of
Venezuela, for the formation of his brigade; and
then the fertile imagination of Devereux sug-
gested to him a scheme on the same prineiple,
by which a considerable sum of money might be
pocketed.

Having formed his plan, this specious adventurer
proceeded to Angostura, and made known to the
Congress his intention of forming a legion in Ire-
- land. He assured them that his unlimited influence
in that country would enable him to raise a body
of troops greater in number than the British legion,
aud that he could, from his own resources, ade-
quately fit them out, and transport them there to
the depdt, provided an ample recompense were
guaranteed him. These representations induced
the government and the President Bolivar to listen
to his proposal ; and they agreed, that when the
eountry was in a situation to satisfy the claims of
those who assisted it in its arduous #truggle, they
would not only reimburse him for all the expenses
of the levy and outfit, but would make him an
allowance for his life, and bestow on him the rank
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of general of division, if he fulfilled his proposals;
the latter to be assumed when he came out with
These things being secured to him by the

written contract of the Republic, signed hy Boli- . |

var, in the name of the Congress, he immediately
departed for Ireland; and upon his arrival in
Dublin, represented to the mayor, corporation,
apd principal inhabitaats, that he was crested
a general hy the Venezuelan Congress, in consi-
deration of the services he had performed for the
Republic ; and that he was authorised to raise a
hody of three thousand men or more (the number
to be regnlated by his own judgment). He added,
that he was further empowered to dispose of com-
missions in the Independent service, to all who
wished to purchase them at the. same rate as those
of the British service were sald at, the pay in
South America: heing much more; while there
was a certain prospeet of realizing a handsome
fortune in a very short space of time. His coun-
trymen, naturally warm and enthusiastic, unsus-
piciously received him with all the marks of atten-
tion and respect due to one who had disinterest-
edly engaged in so noble a cause, and for a long
time he shared their greatest. hospitality. A public
dinner was given soon after his arrival, to which
he was invited, and requested to state the natare
of the service, how he intended to effect the
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completion of the legion, and what assistance he
could be rendered in the undertaking. .
Devereux, who was eminently endowed .with
that sort of eloquence which can paint the cause
of liberty in glowing colours, and make-a pow-
erful appeal to warm feelings, like those of.the
Irish, in support of it, but too well succeeded in
persuading them that he was every thing that he
represented himself to.be. Many parents were
induced to send their childrep. out. under his
promised protection, as candidates for a portien
of the fame and glory he had so warmly anticipated °
as the future lot of those who embarked with him.
Numerous were the applications made by the
younger. male branches of respectable families,
who were fired with the idea of military fame,
for commissions; to whom, professing to favour
those who came first, he sold them at what he
termed a lower price than the injunctions he had
received from the Congress had enjoined him to do.
By these means. he obtained at the onset about
sixty thousand pounds, all of which he appropri-
‘ated to his own use. As there were many young
men who had the inclination, though they possessed
not the ability to purchase at the price demranded,
rather than disappoint their hopes- of glory and
crush their patriotic feelings, he. kindly sold
them commissions for any sum they could. raise,
and actually induced many junior offiéers, whom
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his plausibility had worked upon, to part with those
which they then held in the British service, and
expend every guinea of the produce in the pur-
chase -of his own fabrications, and the necessary
equipments for their voyage. Various forms of
commissions were printed on parchment, and
filled up by the secretary of the general, and
signed by the latter as authorised by Bolivar.
These were distributed according to the purse of
the applicant, his usual practice being, when a
young man asked for an ensigncy, to advise him to
the purchase of a rank much higher; and in several
instances young lads of eighteen and nineteen,
just emerged from the hands of their tutors, were
induced to buy majorities and colonelcies in regi-
ments which never existed but in the imagination
of the soi-disant general.

- Having thus gained as much money as he pos-
sibly could in Ireland, he employed various per-
sons as recruiting serjeants, to raise men for the
Venezuelan service, and then proceeded to Liver-
pool under the pretence of chartering ships to -
convey them to the scene of action,. but in reality
to.create the same sensation there as he had pre-
viously done : in Dublin, and to increase the
nammber of his dupes.. Here he also was. but too
successful.. Many young:men sacrificed all they
could get to his unbounded rapacity, and ultimately
their lives, to the hardships aund the rigours of the
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climate to which they were afterwards exposed.
The effect having subsided in a great measure,
in order to get rid of his printed forms, he was at
length obliged to sell them at reduced prices; and
itisa fact established beyond a doubt, that the same
empty name which fetched him at the commence-
ment of his undertaking the sum of nearly a
thousand pounds, was at the end, wunder the
promise of secrecy, parted with for one and two
hundred pounds, and in some instances a majority
in nubidus was sold for eighty pounds,
 Meantime about 2000 men were got together in

Dublin, through the medium of glaring hand-bills
posted at every convenient spot; Not well-disci-
plined and seasoned troops, inured to fatigue and
danger of every description, like those taken out
by General English, but a confused, heterogeneous
mass, varying from the peasant fresh from the
ploughshare, to the attisan, whose close, sedentary
occupation rendered him sickly, and altogethet
unfit for the active daty of a soldier ; while not one
of the whole had ever seen a shot fired. These
. were despatched to Liverpool, where' they wetre,
idly strolling about the town for some time ; and'
not receiving the pay and rations they had been
led to expect, they committed the most darig out-
rages upon the public buildings, under the impres-
sion which was made by an artful colleague of their.
commander, that the latter had left money for
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their maintenance in the hands of the mayor of
the town. The corporation, however, in consi-
deration of the cause in which they were to be
employed, was induced to look over their delin.
quencies and to repair the injury dotie. At length
they, were embarked in some brigs and small ves.
sels ‘Tor Margarita, with so small a stock of pro-
visions, that long before they arrived at the des-
tined port they were ordered on short allowance,
and by the time they approached the island were
{nearly famished, They were landed; and here,
)to complete the misery of these poor misguided
‘beings, they found the yellow fever raging with
{extraotdmary violence. Immense numbers were
swept off daily) who, from their previously weakened
state, were unable to bear the effects of the pewen-
ful remedies employed on such occasions; while a
greater scircity of provisions prevailed than had
been falt for years. (Upwards of seven hundred and
! fifty thus perished,and aimong them many fine young
; men who had purchased commissions’as before de-
sdribed. So numerous was this claes of deluded suf-
ferers, that had the Republic been obliged, by any
previous agreement with Devereux, to find them
the degrees of rank they had so incautibusly bought,
they would more than have sufficed to furnish
60,000 men with officers. There were, as it was
reported, one hundred and sixteen colonels alone,
and the next inferior grades were nearly as amply
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provided. The@hole of them, to their astenish-
ment and horror, found that the gevermment had‘
_mever given any authority to Devereux Gv‘“an'y
other individual to dispose of any rank in their-ser-
vice, which, in Colombia, is a practice quite un-
known ; and many of them having expended
their last shilling to embark in the cause, were
reduced to the necessity of selling their -clothes
for present subsistence) These were sacrificed in
such an emergency at less than- half their value,
and with the proceeds many of them departed for
the United States. There they lingered in a dreadful
state of wretchedness, until they obtained assistance
from their friends to reach their respective homes;
no small number of whom died of starvation before
the necessary relief arrived.

Devereux had taken care not to:go out with
them to Margarita, but had remained ‘m Ireland and
England, living sumptuously on the.moeney of which
he had drained them, until the ebullition had sub-
sided in South America, and the return. home of
some of the persuns he had cheated, placed. him
in imminent danger of either being: -arrested'or
shot. One or two spirited young men challenged
* him in Dublin, and when he declined ‘to.ma¢et
them, publiely insulted, and, I helieve, enstigated
him, but without effecting the object’ they bad.:in
view—a meeting. . He escaped privately to Liver-
pool, where he chartered a coal brig to -convey
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himself and his « staff,” as he termed about twenty-
five or twenty-six persons who had assisted him
in the furtherance of his plans, to Margarita, where,
it subsequently appeared, that he fully expected
to be put to death, through some “information he
received while on his passage.
* The(remainder of the men he. bad sent out, who
t iescaped the ravages of thie yellow-fever, were
; / ; }partly. organized at the suggestion of General Eng-
** lish, who was then residing at Margaritg}in inacti-
vity. It proved a work of immense labour, although
aided by the superintendance of General Clementi,
who had been, in the absence of General Aris-
mendez, appointed governor - of the island. It was
jthen in contemplation by Arismendez to unite s these
imen with the British legion at some convenient
ispot; and had they joined the army then fitting
s out for another campaign, the whole would have
; formed a force more than was requisite to drive
! the entire army of Spain' from"Colombia. This
great national advantage was prevented, and ﬁle
scheme frustrated by the folly and’ capricious
obstinacy of Admiral Brlon) through whose" unpar-
donable misconduct the services of these men were
almost wholly lost to the Republic. . Nearly every
evil, indeed, that befel the country and its cause,
during the long and unnecessarily protracted war,
may be fairly traced to the inconsistent. and un-
reasonable actions of the chiefs, together with their
VOL. I. N
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insurmountable jealousy of each other. Without
the least intention of reducing the credit dpe to
the Spunish officers as, generals, to these cruel .
despoilers of their country’s honour, may be justly
ascribed the principal advantages gained,; by the
enemy.

Arismendez having resolved to unite the two .
legions at some place near Cumanacoa, where the
necessgry arrangements were making for the in-
tended campaign, sent instructions to General
Marino to appoint some officer, on whom he could
place the utmost reliance, to receive them at Bar-
celona, and conduct them thither; at the same
time he desired Admiral Brion to hold the. fleet in
readiness to transport them from Margarita,
Marino despatched General Bermudez to receive
the troops, who was nearly taken by the enemy
in passing their posts in the neighbourhood .of
the Gulf of Curiaco, on. bis way,to the place
appvinted. Upon his arrival at a wood near the
gulf, he was overtaken by a strong foraging party,
sent out of the city of Cumana; by whom he was
quickly surrounded. He had only a body-guard -
of fifty lancers with him, and with these he. fought,
with great deterniinationt and good. success, on the
defensive, his principal object being to cut.his, way.
through them, and fly to the banks of the Oronoco,
This the Spaniards endeavoured to preyent, apd
his escape for some titne seemed doubtful ; but he at
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length gained his point by a ruse de guerre. Pre.

. tending to make ap effort toregain the road bywhich
- he had come from Cumanacoa, be thereby drew the

main strength of the enemy to that point. He then
made a feigned charge, as if attempting desperately
to force his way through them, but just before he
approached them he wheeled suddenly round, and
dashed through those only who were between him
and his intended roule. Being unprepared to fol-
low, they were soon left far behind ; and as they were
composed exclusively of infantry, they could not

overtake him, and he reached Barcelona in safety.

Here he waited upwards of three weeks in daily
expeotation of receiving the troops, as did General
Marino at Cumanacoa; when at length an answer
was received by the latter from Brion, in which he
refused to allow his fleet to convey them to that
neighbourhood, but stated that he should not have
any objection to transport them to any other pro-
vince which the Congress might name. The truth
was, that Brion was always averse to Marino, and
had predetermined to do all in his power to thwart
his views. This circumstance may serve to show
the spirit of divided interest which at that critical
time agitated the Republic, and destroyed ity best

.means of extrication from the bonds which held it,

There were scarcely any two chiefs who were

friendly disposed to each other’s welfare; indeer,

they generally contrived to do all the injury to
N2
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their rivals they possibly could, even.although
they knew it would be at their country’s expense.
From this selfish disposition proceeded many un-
fortunate results, of which the one I am about to
relate was far from the least.

The Irish troops of Devereux being now ready
for embarkation at Margarita, of which they had:
been indaily expectation for some-time, grewrather
impatient for the commencemént of the contest;
and as there was unfortunately no scarcity of spirits
at that moment in-the island, they got. intoxicated
in a body, and committed many outrages Ge-
neral Clementi necessarily became anxious to get
rid of them, and to prevent a repetition of these
excesses, despatched a flechera to seek Admual
Brion, with a request that he would take the tur--
bulent visitors to the scene of action, where they
might be tamed. Brion accordingly arrived, .and
took them on board, in compliance with the wishes:
of General Clementi; but i:llstead of prbbeeding'
to the port to which the:Congress had destined,
he -sailed for Rio de la  Hacha, and finally
landed them a little below that town, under the
command of the few junmior officers who accom-
pamed them, and these, as may be expected were. -
altogether 1gnorant of their duty, and of the maltm:eI
of the war in which they were about to engage.
Their first step was to march against Rio de la
Hacha, which they did immediately, and either
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Irightenéd or beat the Spaniards out of it without
any bloodshed on either side. -Here they were in
good quarters, and they drank and feasted as long
as they pleased, refusing all ‘obedience to their
‘officers; and after all the provisions they found in
the place were consumed, they plundered the in-
habitants, and finally set fire to theicity. Thus they
left many of the people, for whose defence they had
engaged to fight, without a home or shelter; their
ignorance, or their continued inebriety, not allow-
ing them to dlstmgmsh any difference between the
natives and their oppressors, the Spaniards. From
Rio de la Hacha they went to Porto Bello, taking
in their way one or two inferior towns, which they
as speedily vacated, leavmg them again in the
hands of the Spaniards. At Porto Bello many of
them contrived to get on board some small vessels
which conveyed them to Kingston, in the island of
Jamaica, where they were guilty of the same kind
of excesses as they had committed at their previous
places of resort. Being destitute of the means of
support, they became chargeable to ‘the corpo-
ration for their subs1stence, who, to save the ex-
pense of such a burthen, were obliged to ship them
for their homes. By these means about three hun-
dred of them lived to see Ireland again, which, with "
the exceptlon of about one hundred and ﬁfty who
went from 'Porto Bello to Carthagena, where they
Jomed the patriot army then bes1egmg that town,
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were all that escaped death in somé shape ér
other, and that without having struck one blow in
the cause for which they were raised.” Those who
joined the Independents at Carthagena were formed
‘into a battalion with some natives, under Colonel
Thomas Ferrier; and the few left alive after the
battle of Carabobo, were united with the British
legion.

General English, who had retired from the
scene of military strife to the island of Margarita,
was applied to by many of those who had pur-
chased commissions of Devereux, to aid them in
procuring various grades of rank according to their
pretensions. Some, who were either personally
known to him, or who had friends with whom he
was acquainted, he assisted, and these, with se-
veral others who had remained on the island for
the want of means to transport themselves .else-
where, at the suggestion of General Clementi,
joined the battalion under Colonel Ferrier.
Hence they had an opportunity of volunteering
into the regular service of the Republic, and of
rising in rank according to their conduct and ser-
vices; but not many of them ever attained to
any thing beyond their situation in this battalion.
Being chiefly young, and inexperienced in military
operations, some were so daunted at the severe
battle which took place at Carabobo, that they
fled from the field, and were- publicly disgraced..
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To these Bolivar gave passports, and allowing them
only a short time to make preparations for quit-
ting the country, obliged them to embark, how-

_ever unhealthy ; {so that most of them died on their
- passage to England, Others, who were moare
_ courageous, were killed either by the enemy or

the climate, apd but very few reached any high
rank in the service of Colombia. Amongst the

- exceptions js the Baron De Rheinbault, a gallant

veteran, a native of Germany, who formerly be-

"longed to the King’s German Legion, and whose -

conduct as an officer cannot be too much praised.
He has, I believe, risen to the rank of brigadier-
general, and deservedly retains the esteem of his
brother officers, and the authorities in Colombia.
He originally bought a majority of Devereux in
Dublin, which was, as in all other instances, not
of the least service to him; but his coolness and
skill were such as to excite the admiration of the
native chiefs ; and General Paez, who never suf-
fered a brave man to pass unrewarded, warmly

‘interceded in his behalf, and obtained him a con-

firmed rank from the hands of Bolivar. He has
been severely wounded in the Republican service,
and is partly disabled in consequence.

+Such was the fate of the Irish legioq)‘ and such
the conduct of the person who formed it, who is
now residing at Paris on the fruits of bis but too
successful labours. ’
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CHAPTER VIIL

Thtiess of General Berimudez—Effect of Revolttions in the Excitement
of. Intellect and Cspacity—Sketch of the -Career.of General
Bermudez—Author selected to convey confidential Despatches to,
the President Bolivar, at Bogota—Oaths administered to him on
that occasion— Preparations for the Jourmey—Spsnish Conduet
on the Interception of Despatches.—Authar’s Mode of proceeding
to his Destination—Voyage on the River Magdalena—Alligators
—Advantageous Stations for British- Capitalists—Canals—Profit-

" ahle Expart of Nicaragua Wood—Town of Zolidad, and its Trade.
—Growth of Cotton—Description of the Bungo and how navi-
gated—Adventures in the Voyage up the ‘Magdalena—Attempt

. to plunder the Author’s Flechera—How resented by the Sambos
who attended him.

O~ the return of General Bermudez to Cuma-
nacoa, he was immediately ordered to march with
the remmant of 'his troops to Angostura, as he was
destined by the Congress to the command of a
private expedition ‘towards Puerto Cavello.: Un-
fortunately, upon his arrival at Maturin, he caught
the intermittent fever, and before-he was perfectly
recovered. from thdt infection ‘he: was attacked: by
the yellow-fever, which raged with great fury for
some weeks' on the plains, and cartied ‘off: many
hundreds of the inhabitants. He finally surmounted;-
both - disorders;. bat- the debilitated state iniwhieh-
they. left him; occasioned the loss of his services
to the government at the -period’ they were' re-
quired, and for two or three months afterwards.
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 The life of General Bermudez affords perhaps
one of the most striking instances of what may be
effected by a noble and aspiring spirit, when called
into a kind of new existence by the convulsions
which may, agitate .the land. of its nativity ; and
although his progress is far from singular among
the numerous heroes of his long unhappy country,
his adventures are still deserving of notice. The
following brief sketch of his active career, which
will necessarily omit many acts worthy of record,

may snatch from undeserved oblivion the enter-
prises and sufferings of a meritorious officer; and
as biography must precede general history, may
furnish some far more able pen with materials,
which but for this humble attempt might have been
lost for ever. .

Revolution not merely ruffles the surface of
society ; it descends into its deepest and most
hidden recesses.. Every link in the national chain
from the noble to the serf, experiences its power-'
ful influence ; and the talent and enterprise which
but for its operations might have been doomed to
yawn over the plough .or the anvil, are sud-
denly called forth, and strangely and irresistibly
impelled into a more extended sphere, and a more
spirited line of action. The great prizes in the
__vas} lottery of .human life are thus brought within
" the compass of every class, . Rank is temporarily
stripped of the homage and respect which it exacts
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at less turbulent periods, and the native force of
individual ‘¢haracter and genius rise above the ar-
tificial restraints which laws and custom impose.
It may, perhaps, with some propriety, be ques-
tioned whether, if governments were never chas-
tened by revolutionary tendencies, much of the
latent power of countries would not be lost, and
the great germs of regeneration be for ever bu-
ried in the depths of society. A more forcible
fllustration of this query can seldom be obtained
than that afforded by a reference to theinstances of
individual genius which the great struggle for free-
dom in South America has brought forth. During
the war of the Revolution, what an array of talent
was mustered by classes whose natural rights had
previonsly been trodden and trampled upon, and
‘whose intellects were beclouded by the darkened
veil of ignorance which bigotry and superstition
had thrown over them. 'Who could have imagined
that men whose fathers had been treated like wild
beasts of the field, and driven to their labours by
the application of tortures scarcely even inflicted
upon brutes, could all at once display ‘that inten-
sity of feeling, and those high and lofty purposes
which are only expected from individuals who are
nurtured in the bosom of a free and civilized com-
munity? Yet that such talents wete shown has
been ptoved to the cost of the Spanish enslavers,
’who"h'ave severely felt that the strong impulse
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of the times ealled forth new and unusually bright
characters into the arena of active life, who but
for- their own tyranny would have passed their
days in the dull round of a mere animal exist-
ence—men who have become the arbiters of
their country’s fate, the assertors of its rights, and
the bold intrepid chastisers of the oppressors who
had so long and so cruelly usurped it. Indeed re-
volntion, however great its occasional evils, comes
in some instances as a seasonable relief; and in
this, at least, it has taught the Spanish and all
other governments a memorable and impressive
lesson, which it is hoped will operate as a just
check upon that ambition which would exalt itself .
for ever on the necks of an enthralled population.
Bermadez was the son of a humble but indus-
trious couple, who resided in or very near to
the city of Caraccas, whose daily. occupation was
that of conveying provisions to the garrison
and the inhabitants, in which the hero of this
brief memoir during his boyhood assisted them.
His father, though a simple and illiterate man, was
warmly inclined towards the patriot interest, and
in his bumble way used to argue with the younger
part of his acquaintance against the despotic prin-
ciples .of the Spanish government, with a view to -

.induce them to join the troops which were then

. secretly levying for the Independent cause by

General Miranda. When the city of (Caraccas
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was: first ‘saspected of an attachmenit to the in-
surgents, ‘some expressions incautiously uttered
by this staunch old patriot obtained ‘for him
the hatred of:the Spanish military govetior, who
‘shortly after incarcerated, and finally gibbeted him.
Bermudez, who was then but eighteen years old,
had applied in vain for mercy towards his aged pa-
rent. The entreaties of filial affection,and the ve-
nerable gray hairs of the victim, failed to excite pity
in the breast of Monteverde, who ordered not only
that the son should be confined within the walls of
the fortress, bat brutally directed that he should
be compelled to witness the execution of his fatheér.
‘Feeling all that a son could feel on such a horrible
occasion, Bermudez, on his release, 1mmed1ately
left the neighbourhood of Caraccas, with his un-
happy mother, for the plains of Maturin, where he
had intended to provide a -shelter for her few re-
maining years, while he entered the service of.
his country to .revenge the murder of . his: father.
Her death;, which was occasioned by excessive
grief while on the painful journey, prevented the
necessity .of this arrangement for her safety; and
he. therefore entered without delay'among thé
irregular cavalry of the plains, as a private, - The"
band in which-he had enrolled himself, was undet
the cominand. of an active and brave maix"ﬂ'amé'& '
Hirogas, and: for two or three' years it was'im-’
ceasingly employed in various ucts of annoyance
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to the epemy, though its inferior numbers pre-
vented if: from coming to any open emgage-
ment. Its movements were chiefly directed against
the. Spanish foraging parties; who seldom es:
cqpea its wigilance while in that quarter. -In
these skirmishes Bermudez .always shone con-
spicuously for his determined bravery and his great

_personal prowess; and during. the first campaign

of his: party, after he had joined them, he was
promoted to the rank of lieutemant of a small
troop, at whose head he was constantly hurling
destruction on the destroyers of his parents. -
Promotion in these bands is generally awarded to
the conqueror of the known best men belonging to
them in a pitched: battle; and the strangth.with
which Bermudez had :been' endowed . by.: nature,
had hitherto enabled him to vamquish.all who had
competed with him in the gymnbastic -games which
filled up their few. leisure hours, and to chastise

‘all who were insolent to him. .. Owing to this supe-

riority; together with his. uniform. good conduet
and unassuming mapners, he.was equally loved and
dreaded, aud the usual trial of prowess:was there-
fore, dispensed with. The :injury - done .to. the
Spapiards by the troops of Bermudez, . which
oply amounted to. four hundred men, was incalou-
lable, and natyrally begat a-desire to punish them.
Monteverde sent out a strong detachment, censists
ing of six hundred cavalry and an equal number of
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infantry, to-attack Hirogas, who was then stationed
on the top of a small hill about fifteen leagues from
the Spanish head-quarters. They marched, and
arfived at the foot of the hill about midnight ; but
the cautious measures adopted by the guerilla
chief not allowing his troops to be taken by sur-
prise, they were discovered, and saluted with a
volley of such small arms as the band possessed.
The Spaniards advanced, and a dreadful combat
ensued, the little party not receding a step ; but
the odds being so much against them, they were
overpowered, and the brave Hirogas fell into the
hands of the enemy. Bermudez, having ascertained
this, dashed into the middle of the infantry, and
succeeded in rescuing hid chief, bat not until thé
latter had received wounds which in a few weeks
caused his death. The enemy theh retreated, leav-
ing their horses, many of their arnis, &ec. in the
hands of their opponédnts, and about one-thitd of
their number dead on the field.  On'this Hirogas
ordered his 'men to march to their native plains,
where he intended to recruit, but soon after he had
reached them he expired. The command of thé
band was then, by general consent, given to Ber-
midez, who lost not a moment h preparing for
another expedition against the enemy. His fagme
was how proclaimed loudly, and he received a vast
addition to his force; but as it consisted of men
who had. not the meaus of obtaining arms, he was
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obliged to, wait umtil fortune favoured. him with a
snceassful. attack upon the Spaniards before he

* could avail bimself of their services. Horses they

seldom: wanted long)as the immense herds occupy-
iug the.mountains apd plains of Venezuela afforded
a pleatiful supply at all times, by merely taking
the trouble oflassoing them.*.

After completing the necessary arrangements,
Bermudes sallied forth to attack the Spanisk forces,

-who were laying.siege to the town of Maturin, aml

he quickly began to display himself in his true
colours. Three succespive fortunate captures fur-
nished. him with arms, ammunition, and every. mili.
tary essential, and his force was regularly.enrolled
by the Congress as a portion of its troops, and was
in appearance and discipline far more respectable
than any other .of the guerillas. He next united
himself to General Roxas, and in conjunction they
gallantly defeated the whole axmy. of Boves, the
Spenish commander, putting nearly half of his men
to death, and capturing every article of baggage
he hady Roxas in this action slew Boves and nine
others with his own band ; and Bermudez, as it was

~ stated by many of his own men, as well as those

belonging to his partner in the affray, killed abeyve

+ Thi§ operation has been so well described by other travellers
in Svath Americs,; asto Yonder any deseription here quite supers
flaous. Captain Hall's nayrative affords a well wristen and minyte
account of it.
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thirty in the action, during which he broke - three
lances. He was now created a general. of - divi-
sion by the government, and offered pay, but the
latter he disinterestedly declined, at the satne time
requesting as a particular mark of favour from
the Congress, that it would never bestow a.higher
rank upon him than that he had just- aceepted.
From this time he continued to fight for his.coun-
try’s liberty without the hope or iatention of re-
ceiving reward; frequently making vast sacrifices
to render pecuniary assistance to the Congress,
and at all times raising, free of expense to it, sup-
plies of cattle for the use of the patriot ammy. The
exertions of this brave man are unparalleled, ex-
cept in the instance :of Paez, whom he closely
resembles in mammers and disposition. - Many of
the victories which have been gained by the Inde-
pendent chieftains in that district have been mainly
owing to his assistance; and most of the .mii-
tary and political advantages which have: been
gained over the Spanish armies, have been through
his activity and well-timed eﬂ'orts to cut off their
supplies. .
After fighting in the various provinces near his
own, Bermudez and his band, who were by his
example inspired with an ardent desire to free
their country, marched to New Gremada, where
he shared in the honour of some of' the-most: de-
cisive battles gained by the mutual efforts of the
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united vice:royalties. He was ever to be found
at his post; unalterably the same firm patriot,
~ the same -intrepid soldier, to-whom none of the
obstacles so frequently thrown in his way and the
Bumerous wachinations of the enemies which envy
created him, could turn aside or intimidate.

In person Bermudez is very tall, exceeding six
feet three inclies in height, extremely well propor-
tioned, and possessing great muscular power. He
has a fine handsome intelligent countenance, beam-
ing with good-nature and sincerity. As may be
imagined from the foregoing recital of . his life, he
is not much acquainted. with -literature, his edu-
cation havisg been. unavoidably limited, but his
mind is by nature emlarged, and only needs cul-
tivation to enable him to far outshine most of his
rivals in Colombia. He is unacquainted with the
polished forms of society, but he exhibits the
nataral politeness of a generous heart, full of
simplicity. He is a plain honest soldier, as brave
as his sword, and as sincere.as he is brave. He
is also perfectly free from that propensity for gani
bling, which, with few exceptions, characterises
the whole of the native military officers of’the
Republic,. being in numerous cases-urigontrolable.
Neither bas ke the least- portion of the intriguing
spirit and jealousy which. actuates nearly all the
leading men.of Colombia. He is remarkably hos-
pitable, frequently sharing his last meal with any

VOL. I. o
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persgm in want of ity and upon every oceusiow
eager tp serve all who merit asqistance. -

Being conspicuous for his intrepidity and adu
dress on all pressing emergencies, and also for his
inviolable integrity, he has heen always appointed
the bearer of despatches by Bolivar, and the Con-
gress, upea matters of moment, whenever he was
near at hand. In one instance, which I was &
witness to, during the war, he arrived at the banks
of the Oronoco opposite to the oity of Angostura,
where he had to deliver deapatohes of the greatest
importauce, from Bolivar to the vioe-president,
and to teturn without a moment’s delay with re.
plies, He avrived at the river on horseback,-and
nbt perceiving any boat at hand in which he ‘could:
bé conveyed across, but still determined to obey
his orders, he dismounted ; and leading his horss,
he swam évor by his side, although the river in
that part, which is the parrowest, is a mile and' a
helf across, with a rapid current, and infexted with.
swarms of alligators. He returned in the same
manner; and this is' lus usnal pnaﬁce on simﬂar
Qoonsions, '

Duying the time of the oenupatwn ofﬁm oity of
Caraccas by General Morillo, Bermudes was oo
ployed to oonvey despatches by the:Gongress at
Angostura to Bolivar, whose army was:about to
attempt to retake the ¢ity, and he had vacasion to
go through 8 narrow pass in the mountains, at the
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wouth of which the Spaniards had posted piquets
to prevent sny surprise. Ha had only two persons
with' him, ansd to effect his object was seemingly
so impossible, that. few men besides himself would
have attempted it. He would not, however, relin.
quish the fulfilment of his onders, and determined
to effect that by stratagem, which his jnferior
strength prevented him from achieving openly.
Having come te this determimation, he con-
- oealed himself until night in one of the numerous
woods, whera he gmused himself in the inten
val by cutting several strong stakes, which he
- covarad thickly with doms of the foliage, s0 as
to. give them in the gloom something like the
appearance of men. . These he drove into the
ground with a pistol deoured to each, with its
mouth precisely directed to the spot ocenpied by
the enemy, and to each trigger he fastened a
string, which the men who aocompanied him had
made, during the day, of the bark of the.¢oquita
tree.* These strings were united gt the extreme
end, which wds held by Bermudeg, who eautiously
crept along as close to the mouth of the passage
as possible, followed by the men, without being per-
ceived, and s0 as to avoid ingurring the dangey of
receiving the contents of the fire-arms which he was
* “This tree is pléntifal in Colombia, and eomeénly used for
the mgnufacture of ropes, which are very durable, ansd arp pold

at a trifling rate. Cables made of it have beey found to lagt
longer than those made of hemp.

D
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about to discharge. He then pulled the sixings,and
instantly the pistols, eight in nupber, went off, sqnd-
ing their contents among the Spaniards, and killing
two of them, The remainder immediately darted
towards the place the firing proceeded from, ex-
pecting to find a body of assailants, and thys
leaving the  pass unoccupied, Bermudez .and his
companions, as they moved forward, slipped :in
behind them unnoticed, and escaped. b

After, the’ battle of Boyaca, in Peru, be wag
employed in guarding the approaach ‘to the city of
Santa-Fe de Bogota ; and while in the performance
of this. duty, was ordered to pursue a portion of
the enemy's {roops, which had in theix, hasty
flight separated from. the main body. By some
muleteers, who had perceived them . as they were
conveying their . merchandise from Honda oven
the hills, it was discovered that they had taken
refuge in the mountains, about ten leagnes, from
the city. Bermudez miarched against them,: apd
was guided by a muleteer to the place. of. their
retreat, which he found they had fixed. upon. as
one of very difficult access. He succeeded im
forcing them out of-it, and in the obstipate, combat
which followed nearly the whole of them were slpip,
and the few survivors made prisoners..;,YWhen
the fight was over, and his men were .emplayed
in plundermg the dead carcasses of every thing
worth the trouble of carrying away, he heard a
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sound ‘proceeding from one of the recesses in the
rock, as if ‘from a female in the deepest agony.

He wént Yo it, and there discovered an unfortunate
wotnat, ‘wife of the Spanish officer who had ‘com-
manded the troops just defeated. She was lying
i thie agontes of parturition, excessive terror having
catised' a prémature labour. Her husband had been
Killéd, which circumstance Bermudez concealed
from her, and hastened insearch of the only woman
who, excépt the object of his solicitude, had be-
Ionged to the Spanish force. She was instantly’
sent to the wretched retreat of the sufferer, who
gave birth to two children, a boy and girl, and
gooh'affer died. She had requested the attendance

of‘the ‘general a few minutes before her death,

arid “had “implored him to preserve the lives of
Her infunts, if it were possible. - The entreaty was
fot'lost upon him; he promised faithfully to fulfil
it, and when their unhappy parent had ceased to
bieathe, he caused the woman to convey them to
Bogota, where he ' procured a nurse for them. It
was'utged by some of those in command, that he
oughtnot -to cherish the offspring of the enemies
of 'his 'coutitry, and that the helpless innocents
slibdld be put to death with'the prisoners; but
Bésh(idez, with a firmness which does him honour,
vowedi'that he would destroy all who dared to
Kttt them. - Being an officer whose services could
fiot- He -dispensed with, no further opposition was
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. offered ; and, conformably to the request of their
dying mother, he has ever since paid them every
attention in his power; and I have heard him exs
press his determination to give them an education
superior to that of the generality of the children of
Colombia, an idea which seemed to give him much
delight. I saw the children at Rosario de Cucuta
in 1821, where they were with him. They were
then about three years old, and looked remarkably
. healthy, The girl he had had named after his
mother, and the boy after himself.

To returh to the object for which Genel‘al@im-
mender had requested my attendance at Angostura,
I was informed by him, that the occasion fof which
he required my serviees at that moment, was éne
of vital importance to the interests of the Republic.
As the intended employment, however, was out of
the routine of my duty altogether, he did not
mean to demand my acceptance of it, unless it met
my approbation; but would leave me to say freely
whether I liked to undertake it or not. The pre:
sidengfolivar, who had never been in Venezuela
since the artival of the British legion, was still in‘}
the vice-royalty of New Grenada, the subjugation |
of which was not yet completed. His expeditioh
thither, and the ohject of it,had ever been looked
upon as the act of a madman by the bulk of
the peoplé in Venezuela; whose minds wete too
much enveloped in ignorance to take an extended

/
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view ‘of the subject. By all who were not sufs

~ figiently a¢quainted with the motives which led
 him to embark in such & scheme, he was se.
verely censured, fori draining hid own country of
her few remaining resources,pnd leaving her in
almost a:hapeleps state, to .conduct an expedi.

! tion, from which there appeared not to them
| the most slender chance of either himgelf or his
' men returning. When, thergfore, he had been
: absent for some months, and no intelligence had
i reached them of any kind, relating to his move.
" ments in his new scene of action, they at once con-
- ¢juded that he, and the whole of the troops he had
_takep with him, were, according to their previous
, expectations, lost, and giving up all idea of ever.
- seeing him again, thoy were all bugily forming spe<
"qulative ideas as to their future president) The
t truth was, that despatohes had been sent by Bolivar
to the Congress frequently, but many of them had
never been delivered ; and those which had reached
their destination wereg of so wnsatisfactory a nature,
that the vice-president, Arismendez, with the cons
currence of his fellow-members of the senate, had
thought it better to withhold them from the people
altogether. The idle stateinwhich the president had
kept his troops, during three or four months after he
had joined them, had necessarily not only reduced
his finances, but the spirits of his men, which were
broken dowa by their dreadful march to a very

L4
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low ebb. The communication of ‘these inahsplciods
circumstances; and kis subsequent d?éhsters"tdée
ther with their own Want of sucdess'ih Veiiediela
woiild therefore have seriously teridéd to Jepi‘eds
thie' hopes of the patriots; and to damp theik enet”
. gies, when' it was mostessential that'they should bel
strenuously exerted to retrieve their affairs. =~ "’
The people of Venezuela were always eithiér il
the extreme of hope or despair, and their weak
minds were as easily sunk to the oie, as elevatett

to the other. It was therefore of the greatest - -

consequence that every unfavourable tarn'of tHéi
circumstances should be-hidden from them “and
situdted -as the government then was, it wils far
from an'easy matter to act in such a way as ¥y prd-
serve an‘equilibriut between théir Hopés and feats.

At this time no information had even been reteived .

_by the Congress from its president fof dn alarlﬂlﬁg
interval ; and as the situation of the Republic was
daily growing more and more destitute, owing to
theé unskilful management of Urdénetta, Arismen-
dez had suggested the expédiency of addressing .-
Bolivar upon the state of their affairs. This was
agreed to unanimously, but a difficulty aroSe ds
to- thie- manner in which these despatches: sHoidd
be conveyed. They feared to' trust them to 'th¥.
native couriers usually employed oh such occa-
sions, ‘lest the knowledge of their misfortunes
should be made public, as the bearer of them must
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have to_pass through some part of the country oc-
cupied by, the Spanish forces, whose vigilance it
would be difficult to evade. The natives, on these
occgsiops, could never be depended upon, as’ they
made if an. invariable rule to.deliver up their ex-
pregses, and every other information in their power,
in the hope; of saving their hves, when taken by
the epemy. . - .
GpnpraLAusmendez) to. whose management the
mgtp;e,r bhad been committed, .had therefore fixed
upon me for the bearer of these important com.-
mupiocations) although, with his wonted kindness,
_ ke left jt to my. own choice tpo undertake or decline
the mission. {I immediately agreed to go, as I
imagined an introduction to Bolivar might be of

servige tp me in my. career, and Arismendez took
"ypon himgelf to furnish me with sufficient funds
for the defrayment of the expenses incidental to

- such a,journgy, and alsa to supply a guard to ac-
! cqmpany me, if I thought it necessary. The latter I
declmed,a thinking it more prudent to proceed with
very few attendants, as being less likely to create
observquon, which such a party must excite, and
the numbers that could he spared were by no
meang capable of contendmg successfully w1th any
portion of the Spanish army.

AT the next meeting of the Congress I conse-
quently attended with the general; who introduced

"'me as the personhe had fixed upon’to be the bearer
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of their despatches, and as was cudbowmry on,
. similar occasions, an oath was admfinistered to me,.
which was to the effect, that T would never part’
with them, or divulge the nature of -their contents
to any person. If in danger of being taken by
the enemy, I was pledged, on seeing no-ehance of
escape, to take care to effectually destroy the
papers entrusted to my charge; and gave assurv
ance that no fear of torture or death should induce
me to betray any knowledge I might have of their
nature, or of the ciroumstanocés of the Repubhe
#aving been duly sworn, I received an order
for three hundred dollars, and & warrantto impress | ,
mules and horses iti eévery place I should have to
pass through, for any length of time it was naces- |
* sary to detain them, as is customary with -all officers |
of the goverhment when travelling for-the state.
The native officers generally compel the tnfor %
tunate inhabitants to famish them with- food, and
avery article they want§ but in this respeet my
warrant differed from those granted to them) Two
days were allowed e to prepare for the joutney,
at the etid of whith I was to reveive the despatehés,
swalad, from Avismendez; but the night before I
wis to have started a courier arrived at the
capital, whither he had been sent by Bolivar with
lettars to the vice-ptesident, whiuh had shared the -
fate of most of those which were entrusted to
natives, He had boen captured by a detachment
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of Sphniabds, te wham he had retigned them to
sawe lis life. There was a regular understanding .
beiween these people and the Spaniards during
the-.war of exiermination, that if. they did not
destroy the papers in their possession, they should
bave quarter; and by these: meaus the enemy
often became acquainted with the most secret in-
tentions and movements both of the patriot gene«
rals-and the Congress: '

‘We learned from this courier that Bohvar ‘was
then marching téwards Santa.Fe de Bogota, the
capital- of New Grenada, where he was expested
to remain; amd a few athet cirtumstances were
gleaned from him by Arismendez, relative to the
events of littls consequence which had. oecurred
to . the Independent symy. He was then;, by
the general’s orders, immediately gibbeted,.as &
punishment ‘far his treachery. This was the coms
stant practide of Arismendés ; and I believe, during
the shert time he wasat the head of the Gongress,

" it-tended more to chock the perfidy of the couriers

than any of the more lenient medsures which were

_adopted by others, However, this information nea

¢epsarily changed my toute. Instead of proceeding
overland, and crossing the Cordillera of the Andes,
my best course waa to go to the city of Cartha
gena, or same plage near if, by water, and thepce
to ascend the river Magdalena, from the ghores-of
which, at a town pamed Honda, Bogota is but
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about:two days* ride: 'This eoutse would alsb be-
hetter than asoending the river @renbes, which;ow:
ing to the rapid eurrents producid by the immetise
falls of rain, was at that time extresely laboriduy
and tediows. 'The usudl method of ascending the
‘Magdalena is in the bemgos by whichitishavigated ;
which are large flat-bottomed boats used to convey:
geods and passengers, and accelerated by means of
stout poles. For such vessels only the 'river'is
culoulated, -being very shoally, and in'very'féw
places baving what may be termed ‘deep water, and
it then seems to lie in holes or pits of & small size.
The officers .of the Republic, when' sert on any
migsion for the government, were generally''pro-
vided. with a- warrant, to ‘impress one'of these
boats and a crew. into their service, for ‘which
the owner and the men never received any pdy.
A-voyage in them, however, is generally a Work
of considerable time and difficalty, owing to some
of the .men contriving to escape, others taking
it into their heads ‘¢o feign sickmess to get dis-
charged, ard to the periods occupied'in resting-
Arismendez therefore suggested ‘thdt it wauld “be
befter to take a flechera* of the middle size, Witk
a-double orew of Indisns and Sambos, well dimed,
who would sexve for my defence as occasiotrnfight
mqmte; and -as'one crew could paddle while ’ﬂhéf,

- A g\m-béﬁt of a pscuhar constructlon, used only in shoal
water, . . P
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other rested, but little time would be lost. - I:took
his..advige, and immediately embarked on: board &
schooner, farnished -by Admiral Brioh, which:sailed
with-me for the |Cienega river, as the Spaniards
‘ware.halieved to be near Carthagena, and it: was
negessaryto.use some caution, I arrived at .the
Pugbla Viejo, :a small but. neat town, ‘delightfully
av.tuatzd .0nthe banks of that river, where(I disems
barked to, hire a. ¢ patron,” or pilot for the Mag-
dalena, and. succeeded in engaging an' old man
who had formerly been ewner of a ohmptm, and
hig s0n, to act. by turns, . . |
» There had the flachera dasembarked; and launched
herx in one.of the. numerous narrow channels which:
)amfo;m.ed by a cluster.of small islands.of amost en-
chanting appearance. After proceeding some Little
,way, 1 found. that I was surrounded by some neigh-
§bour,s of .a very unpleasamt deseviption. It was
‘early. in tlie morning :when I first proceeded on
‘my. voyage, and the sun hed. not. yet .risen; but
iwhen its rays hegan.to beam on.these little rivers;
‘shogls.of alligators began to show themselves, antl
9 swim about.in search of their breakfast, and.
whighever way the eye turned, it was met by the
yawning: gulfs formed hy thkeir. ponderous . jawsé
They kept at.a very respeetful distance, and: a
litile, time served to dissipate -the unpleasant sen-
sations at first excited by seeing one’s-self in the
midst of such a group of monsters, in a boat whose
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gunwale was not more thain eighteen inches-above
the surface of the water, Aftex they had eatisfied
the cravings of their appetites, they quiatly laid
themselves on the water o rest, with their mouths
opened against the current, which .served the
double purpose of warming themselves in the sum
and of catching any thing which perchance might
be drifted into their capacious receivers. ;
- A voyage up the Magdalena is at any time un-
mried and irksome, and from the confined situse
tion in whick the traveller is obliged ta remaiw
for so many days, one of the most unpleasan$-and
fatiguing which can be imagined, especially when
prosecuted with so much speed and toil as Iiwas
on-this eceasion compslled to use, in order to veacl
the end of my. journey before Bolivar coud. leave
the capital for any other place. At the stern'of
the flechera was a small space of about sevem
feet long by four wide, partitioned off for my ug)
and it was also destined to held eur amms, provi«
gions, and my baggage. Over it was a toldo, or
oanopy, fired to keep eoff the rain or the seorching
hent of the sun, but s0 low as to preclude the
power. of atanding up to sase the pain produced iw
the limbs by their cramped position. Here; during
thewhole voyage, I was obliged to remain, the other
part of the vessel being completely taken up by
, the two orews whe had barely room to move in it.,
"That part who weea sleeping were obliged tof
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lie under the feet of tha others, awd thelr weight,
ith- that of our baggage, brought the bodt so

. {low: in' the water, as to.vender her Hable to be
filled whenever the wind wus rather fresh. This
/ dleo preciuded the use of & sail) as she drew teo
muth water, although not more than three feet, to
enabje her to. escaps the shoals whioch, even iw
using the paddles, ‘it required the utmost care te
avoid: The rate at which we went on, which
soareely allowed uys time for maeals, afforded very
little time for observation, and during the whole
voyage I alept but tho nights eut of my miserable
Littte cabin, ‘
‘l‘hemluda on tho Qienega have en extremely
 {beantifal and- :pisturesque: appearanpe, . heing com-
letely covered with wood, whoge foliage is of
|various tints, which are considerably heightened
\when 'the powerful and resplendent sunbeams
'play upon them. On the. right appears a stu-
‘pendous mountain, called the Nevada of Santa
Martha, which lifts its majestic head to the height
of above sixteen thousand feet, its hoary summits.
‘heing: lost in the' silvery clouds which envelop
them,/ Thers is & communication with the sea
from the Cienega, by means of which the trade of
the interior of Santa Martha is parried on, whieh
‘formerly was very extensive, and luorative to its
posasessors, and may in a foew years be so again,
if ;properly attended to. This;, however, is not
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very likely to be effected by the natives, who there,
as in all parts of Colombia, are extremely indo-
lent and negligent as to the means of enriching
themselves, except by the system of inh'ig‘ue',
which is carried on with wonderful spirit in all
classes, from the highest to the lowest; while the
more honourable, but the more laborious acquisi-
tions of commerce, are left almost entirely ne-
glected. For this reason, I doubt not, that if Eu-
ropeans were to go out with capital and industry,
and settle themselves in various places along the
Magdalena, as well as in other parts of Colombia—
which only needs enterprise and assiduity to render
it a most profitable country to speculators—they
would reap ample rewards in a few years for theu' :
first toils and expendlture

There are two very fine canals at the entrance
of the Magdalena, termed the Ondo and Soucio,
_ by which the trade is facilitated. On the banks of
the river, for some leagues on each side, are large
quantities of Nicaragua wood, which is collected by
parties of natives employed solely in that occupa-
tion. It is from thence conveyed to the places
where it is shipped for Santa Martha, the depét-
. for the commerce of the river; forming one of
the most advantageous of its exports to the Eu-
ropean market. This wood alone would enable
_ persons of capital to reap considerable fortunes in
a short time, who were disposed to settle near the-
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Magdalena, and attend. persanally. to the tutting

apd.; collgeting it 5 -without which litlle gded could
be offected, as.the. natunal, dishonesty of the natives
repdexs, them jinfit.to be: trusted. Indians may be
gmployed here at a cheap rate, and the wood finds
a.quick ready-money, sale at the above-mentioned

- depot, to whicls its conveyanee is at onge safe, easy;
- and reasonable. Indeed nearly the whole of the

trade in Colombia is- carried on with ready money,
for the natives; being themselves too poor to give
cradit, seldom think of asking it ; therefore the
chames of losing. money are very few, if proper
care and attention-are hestowed upon their con-
cexns by the persons engaged in them:: :
--Proceeding . up the. river, -and not far fromllts

- mouth T came to Zplidad,@ pleasant towx;} conve-

njently situated on its banks,.aud emjoying- many -
advantages .in the way of commeree. This place

‘'would form a pleasant spot for the residence of

merchants, while it would. enable them to-export
their goods with ease and celerity, and by attendiug
the sales at Santa Martha, to have at the first hand.
all the' European .and American imports, which:
are. generally sold at an enormous profit by those:
who purchase them and convey them up.the.river
in bupgos. A short distance from it is a village;

"havipg many neat houses surrounded by.gardens,
: which, had been laid out exquisitely. Before

the.Spaniards took possession of the city of Car-
VOL. I. P
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thagena, during the war, this plece was(ishebited
. chiefly by persans who had retired from the more
agitated parts of Venezuela, in the hope of living
there upan the wreck of their fortunes, in peaceful
retirement, byt they were soon driven out hy the
Rayalists, or put to death, after being deprived of
every thing valughle in their possession. Severs) ‘;
of the hest hauses had been set fire to, and the
ruipg of them could he seen by persons passing up
the river,)

, For two days and nighis my caurse Was ua-
'mterrqpted by auy occurrence warthy of recc\rd.
The margin of the Magdalena, on hoth sides, i u
merely occupied by some little straggling hamlegs, |
¢ few and far hetweep,” the intermediate spaces:
being filled up hy the forests, which descend:.t
the water's edge, intergpersed with many plantas \\'
tions of cotton,, These were hawever much ne.
+ glected, as their proprietors had either beeh put
to death, or, if left alive, so plundered of their
praperty, and their plantations sa injured and de-
stroyed by the Spaniards, that no inelination existed
to cultivate them again, Happily the trade, as far
as regards the cotton, can easily be restored ta
its farmer consequence, and it merely needs a fow
gpirited individuals ta render it one of the most
profitable in the world. 1tis not only in the present
part af Colombia that this useful article grows, it
is to be found in abundance in many others, and 8
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eerigin sort af large boats, ealled champans, ard
suipleyed exclusively in transporting it.
»'On the third day & bungo passéd us, coming
.dpwen-the river from New Grehada, with a carga
anpd passengers fo Santa Martha and the parts
! adjacent: The boat seemed capticious and well -
adapted for the trade it was employed i, but in
-most filthy state, as were the bogos, ar crew. On
the fore part of the hoat was a space left for the
men ta perform the operation of  poling* in. . This
is ‘usually done with a degvee of guicknass varying
“aceording ta the ginging, if buch it may he termed,
.of the “ patron,” ar steersman,” who guides the
badt in her intricaté course with a small, but wide
. piddle, and keeps mdking 8 naise all the while, in
/'Vhieh the anly articulated sounds are, ¢ Yaw,
ydw—yes, yaw, Jwhich ave ingeteantly repedted
in a sort of under-tone, eithes andanée or alle-
grefto, as he may wish the ptogresd of the hoat
to be regulated, and to which the bogos keep
exact time in their steps. Having first got the
‘bungos clear of the shoals, they assemblp at the
head of the hoat, being divided into equal pumbers
on each side. The foremost aof each party then
sticks his pole inta the hattom, and contmences
his walk aft, or towards the stern, and upon ar.
riving at the extent of the apast allotted to hitn,
he stops, lifts his pale out of the water; and, laying
it an his shouldgfr, runs forward again; and when
P32
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his tarn comes, resumes his operations. These
poles are formed at the end like two sides of a
triangle, thereby enabling those who use them to
push against the branches of trees, or any pro-
truding substance, to propel and turn the boat’
with greater facility. The stern part of the boat is
covered with a toldo, or canopy, for the passengers -
to repose under, if they can get such an enjoy-
ment. They are here huddled together amidst
the accumulated dirt of the indolent bogos, teazed
by swarms of ants and mosquitoes, and nearly
melted with the heat which, on the rivers of South
America, is at times intolerable. The crews of
these boats are universally a lazy, pilfering, dis-
bonest set, who, as they seldom meet the pwmish-
ment due to their malpractices, in consequence of
the inactivity and apathy of the alcaldes, or magis.
trates, consider themselves licensed to rob and
plunder with impunity all who fall in their way, if
they can master them. The patron is generally
selected from the mass, for his long services, inti-
mate acquaintance with the intricacies of the river,
and a qualification seldom found among them—
his superior honesty. They are certainly not so
much addicted to plunder as their crews, but bad
indeed are the best of them.

I succeeded in buying some very good fish- ﬁ‘om&
this boat, through the medium of my patron,:
who was ahout two hours concluding the bargain ; ;/

\
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and the Sambos, who'were both impatient for their

~ supper and indignant at the imposition they per-

ceived the bogos attempting to practise, were
very anxious to obtain one at the cheap rate of a
few rounds of ball-cartridge. Ihowever restrained
them, and at length @ﬂiclent was bought to fur-
nish. myself and crew with a supper, for which the

| moderate sum of fifty dollars was originally de-

| manded, and by degrees reduced to three dollars

| and a half,) which the old man I had engaged at
Viejo (who, to do him justice, was very honest and
just) fixed as a fair price.

,AVe now adjourned ashore, for the purpose of
preparing our meg) which was done in the follow-
ing manner. The Indians, who were used to this
kind. of life up the river Oronoco;collected a quan-
tity of dry sticks and moss for fuel, while two of
the Sambos searched for the means of getting a
light. These were simply two pieces of wood, one
of a very soft nature, termed yesca, of which a
tinder is made by the natives of Colombia, and the
other a long stake of a harder description. In the

* yesca they made a circular incision, about an inch
in diameter and an inch and a half deep, gradually
lessened to the bottom ; and having reduced one
end of the long piece to a point, they introduced it
into the hole in the yesca, and one of them rubbed.
the .other end between. his hands, causing it to
turn with.snch ‘velocity, as to produce, by the
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friction, an. ignition of the softer wbnd in a ffew.
seconds: Wiiile this was going on; the:ather
Sambos were getting together somie large flat
stones from the neighbeuring rooks; whiek they
belested for the smbothness of their surfaces; and
the fire being kindled, thiey were inade as hat db
was ddemed peceysary, aind on thess was the-fibh
when But in sliees, fried: When sufficiently doney
it was removed te the metal plates with whibh we
wele fornished, and seasoneil aceording to the
palate: The Indians and Sambos, whose ideas of
delicacy do not extend to their eating; reduced the
‘heads and enttails of tlie fish to dn oil by heat,
whith théy pourefl over their portions of it by.way
of seace. Some exeellent water from a spriag
elose by; and a dram of .the anibe made in the
eountry; which is prepared frem the ahiseed
mixed with the juice of the sugar-cane, finished
the repast.

. Whilé thus agréeably engaged, the party was
sdinewhat distiurbed by an attempt of the crew of\
tlie Bungo to ligliten the flechera of part of ity |
baggage: Observing, from the spot where theyg
had landed to rest for the night, that we were at.
supper; while the passengeis were preparing d:
gimilar medl to that just deseribed; they had
gone on board my vessel; and were dommencing
opérations, when erie of the Sambob; n lad abetit.
®ighteen years old, perogived them; add delibes
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rately taking up my rifle, which I had laid down
behind me, and exclaiming in a low tone, Bad man
come take massa corn ; Sambo shoot.him!” fired,
and one of them fell, sérlously wounded. My back
being towards the flechera, I had seen nothing of
this, dntil the exclamiation anhd the .report which
followed -caused me to. turn round to learn the
; occasion of it. Instantly all the Sambos arose, and
“would have immediately despatched every one of
: the unfortunate bogus with their niachettis; had I
inot interposed. 1 saw that they would not e
satisfied without giving them d good beating,
iwhich, conmdermg them justly entitled to, 1 gave
/ them permission to inflict; and no doubt it was
‘long vemembered by thosd for the itiprevément
of whese niorals-it' was admihistered,.}
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CHAPTER IX.

Guacheracas, or Pheasants of Colombia—Arrival at Pinto—A Spanish
Family and its Hospitality—Arrival at Santa Anna—Playful-
ness of the Alligators—City of - Monpox—GQGeneral Orichas—
A favourite Colombian Dish—Description of Monpox and its
Environs; its Trade—Continuation’ of Voyage—Attempt made
to plunder the Boat—Successful Resistance of the Sambog-~Ar~
rival at St. Bartholomew—W earisome Nature of the Voyage—.
Mosquitoes, Ants, Serpents—Miserable Condition of St. Bartho-
lomew—Entertained by the Padre—Affecting Account of the
Aquils Family-—Fine Chocolate Plantations—Manufacture of
Chocolate—Rapid of Angostura—Arrival at Honda——Descnptwn
of the Collector of Navigation Duties. '

’Wn now got on board again, to proceed on our
voyagy and arrived the next day. at Pueblp de
Plato, a mean-looking little place, erected as an
apology for a town, near which I saw large quanti-
ties of birds called guacheracas, commonly termed
by the British the pheasants of Colombia. They
are larger than the English pheasants, which they
resemble in shape, and have a different plumage,.
in which there is a good deal of yellow intermixed.
They are easily shot, as they fly very slowly bat-
just above the ground, and seldom more than fifty
yards ata time. 'When roasted they are delicious
eating, but when boiled, with calivansas, as they
frequently are by the natives, I cannot say much
for them. They are commonly very fat. There
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.were also thousands of the smaller kind of snipes
4 among the high rushes and flags at the edge of the
Uriver, which the noise ‘of the paddles was conti-

nually putting up in such numbers, that at a
; random shot I killed eleven.,, 1)

Here the Tiver grew more shoally than ¢ ever,
‘and in spite of the constant attention of the steers-
man and his son we grounded several times in the

| night, upon which occasions all hands had to jump
| out of the boat into the water and push her off.
i Towards the close of the next day we arrived at
’ the village of Pinto, which is agreeably situated on

' a high rock, commandmg some extensive and de-

llghtful views. Having been five days in the fle- °
; ohera, I had by this time become heartily tired of
- my accommodations, and determined to go ashore
" to sleep that night, as the men were completely
fatigued. I entered the village just before it

grew dark, and engaged lodgings at the house of

an old Spaniard, who was recommended to me by

‘the padre of the place. The latter could not receive
.me himself, being known to be decidedly in favour

of the Independent cause, for which he had been
" made to suffer severely by his countrymen. My

host received me with great cordiality, and had
an excellent supper prepared for me, at which -
' he introduced me with great formality to his wife
and daughter, the former an active housewife,
and the latter a music-mad hoyden. By the one
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I was continually desired tp note her .order and
regularity, and by the other my ears wére annoyed
by the notes of aa old cracked guitar, upon which
she accompanied her own delightful warblings;
On the other side was the worthy old sedor plying
me with politics and brandy, recounting to me the
hair-breatith escapes he-had had from the Royalists
at Caraccas and other places. To my relief, as
I fancied, the time came for. retiring, and I was
shown to my chamber; which was a long harrow
room, formed by two slight partitions being put
up at one end of a corridor, which had been sub-
divided into three or four apartments. This was
furnished with a bed, in which I was recommended
to sleep in preference to my own hammiogk, that
bad been brpught from the flaghera, Inie it [
secordingly got; but saon found, to my sorrow, that
as it wes net supplied with mosquita curtains, 4t
was haunted by ten thousand ef these buzzing ter- |
mentors. Bleep was here out of the questien; and
I grose, and earefully fastening the sheets rewmd
the bed so as to prevest their re-entry) I ak
tempted te expel them, which I at length effapted
pretty well by flapping them out with my jackets .
. Having slupg my hammoek in the middle,I new
thought I steod soime chanee of getting a night's
. rest, but in ahibut twe hours after\I had made my
arrangements with regapd to the visiters just als
luded to; I was awokp by the depr heing softly
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. opened, and some perdon entering the room.
Afraid to put my head eut of my vetreat, to see
who it was, lest the inosquitoes sheuld enter at the
aperture, I laid quite still in the hope that the
‘intruder might retire. But no, my werthy host,
fohl it was himself, was not to be got rid of se
 etsily, :After two or three exclamations of surprise
} at the hanner in which I hdd secured the sheets, he
 Infermed me that he had eume for the purpose of -

 beity informed of the successes of the troops sent’
| out from England in the province of Barcelona, and

; rébpesting the affaird of the Congress in general,
which he very cousiderately said, T could relate to
 hitn: with less fear df interrnption from the senoras

* tien, thian b the breakfast-table

.1 new found that all hope of rést was vain, and

: therefore arose to gratify the old Spaniard with
~ an aceount of:- the military bperations undetr Ur-

denetta; but took care to keep the state of the
Osotigress to myself. - He was much gratified by

e detail, though netat the success of the troops,
' /@nd we smoked eigars till tke ladies had arisen:

IBirteahfast over I took léave of lny hospitabls en:
tevtainet and hids family, The fornier accomPaniGd
‘the:te the beacl; whelre the beat lay, to see me'on
"beard; and pusitively refused the least rediunera:
tivn for his kindness; but, on the centrary, loaded
e with many things which he theught would be
uséful to me en mly voyage, and smong the rest
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twelve bottles of brandy from -his: favourite hoard.
‘Pressing me to make his casa my bome if ever 1 |
should visit Pinto aguin, -he shook hands with me, !
and with grateful thanks. for hisattention I went on.
,/f\ now got to Santa Anna, a.neat and .clean
village, rather large, dlose to the edge of the.
Magdalena, ‘where I saw numbers of alligators,
and was the whole night much disturbed by their:
plungmg)nto the river from the banks in search of
their préy,-or by their gambols. The alligator
is usually a playful creature, and it is not uncom~
mon- to see ten or-twelve of them running on the
shore and plunging into the water in chace, of
each other. (These sports .are .frequently to: be
witnessed . on moonlight nights, during which theyt
will continue them for hours; the heat of -the
day being the time of repose,/ - ‘
Not long after day-break we came in -sight-of /.4

the city of Monpox, :built close to the Magdalena.
. ‘Here 1:was invited ashore to dine by.a super-;
" annuated officer. of the patriot service, who had
fought under - General Miranda, and received
several wounds which had deprived him of. the
wse of an-arm-and a leg)' He was named Orichas,
and: held the .rank of brigadier-general, but, like
mest-others, had neither pay nor pension. for; his
services. - He resided at a-neat hquse, surrounded
by beautiful shrubberies, on a small independency, -
which lie had: preserved amid the confusion which
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prevailed. in his unhappy country, and with au .only
daughtér seemed to:enjoy as much happiness as
he- wished..for. .(He entertained: me with great
)hospltahty, and gave me every. thing likely to
render my tedious voyage comfortable that he
could command. The principal dish at dinner,
'which was :altogether of a pretty substantial na-
ture; was about: half a dozen fowls and some,
salt pork stewed  with cabbage, and -plenty . of
calivamas. The bones are taken out of. the pork
aud fowls, and the flesh reduced to shreds, a
quantmn sufficit of wine and anise is- introduced,
and the whole is then highly seasoned, and flour
‘added il thickened to the consistency of paste, and
i .in this' manner it.is served up.. This is a.favourite
"dish in Colompia, and I have- in, diferent parts
-seen it on the tables of the best society.there. . It
was, however, one which I could rot do justice. to,
- which, I apprehend, gave the general. an inferior
opinion of my taste. . :
+After dinner I-took a walk round the town,v
iWhmh had previously to-thé war been one.of great
~ iwealth and celebrity; batit was then wretchedly
‘impoverished and desolated.) It is about a.mile in
length; and forms-an oblong square, . but.was for-
merly much larger, several of the superior. streets.
having:. been. destroyed.: The best remaining.
houses. are in the centre of the town, and the
Tuins of many handsome buildings which have
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been destroyed by the Royalists, dre siill ',tq‘bg ‘.

seen.: There are several churehes; which are als
in a ruinous-state. One of them, whith was:in
better preservation than the - rest, was remarkably
lofty, and its height was increased in appeauae'o
by the slender praportions” of itd spire. It was
upon the whole a fine looking edifice ; and the in-
teriar, of which I could only spare time o take &
oursory view, was very rich, considering the havag
made by the Spaniards. The surreunding ceuntry,
which is of a nature well adapted for agricwltural
purposes, was dreadfully neglested ; and excepds
ing the garden helonging to General Oricliad; 1
sould nat perceive the least traces of cultivation. -

'Phe(frade was here once of great cansequente)
but the dismantled situation in which the Spaniards
left it, had redaced it to nothing. It chiefly

oonsisted of oorn,- hides, cotton, Nicaragua, and -
Brazil woeds, which were exported in vast quans| H
tities, while imports of all kinids were eag'erly\ :
bought to be retdiled. After bidding farewell) .
te my host, who wauld accept nothing bt a bottle;

of the brandy the old Spaniard had given me atf
Pinto, which i3 very scarce, and but little drank i

Golombia, | repaired ta the beach. Here I found :
-geveral of the natives vying with my Indiany inf /

scaring the alligators) by plunging into the river,
at the same time, shouting violently, and accom-
panying their exclamations by striking the surface

N
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of the water with a kind of bat made. by them for

- the purpeie. Their .exertions had. the -effect of
dispersing these terrific-loaking creatures entirely;
and this is a common custom ameng the poarer
clagues of natives, heth em the Qronaco and Mag-
dalena, who will at any time eagesly do it to amuse
dtrangers .for g trifling reward.. At Manpex I
enuld only purchase a few eranges and some plan-
taing, which latter are the chief support -of the
natives:. :

» We had now to keep close along the banks of
the .Tivery $o- take advantage of the line of deep
[ water, whichi extended for some leagyes; but as

\the baiky were covered with trees, the long
‘branchas of which hung over the water, and were
.thickly cevired with moequitees, we could met
"avaid sometimes disturbing their slumbers) and
they were not slow in avenging this intrusion on
their heqd-quartars. 'We were much annoyed by
them the whale day and night, and did not get rid
af them tijl we could get further into the middle
af the riven. 'We new cgqutinued our course till
we came ta a place called San Fernando, where
we fell in with a flaet of piraguas spd champans,
" the crews of which collectively seemed determined
‘ t@ approptiate same of my previsions and property,
+ if not the whole, to their own use. 'With this view
they surrounded the flechera, under pretence of
showing me some fish and other things which they
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had to dispose of but when they were near enough
to step on board, they unammously desired me to
give up many things which lay in their slght
threatening vengeance if their wishes were not :
complied with. Knowing that I could rely upon;
the Sambos at least, if not upon the Indians; I-
judged it best to have a short struggle for it, and
the former were at their post in a moment with ; '
their long lances and machettis, and soon arranged
themselves in a posture of defence. Three of '
them I armed with muskets, and gave my rifle to-
the lad who had before made such a good use of :
it, reserving my fowling-piece and pistols to my- !
self. They now attempted to board, but the
blacks with their machettis soon despatched all:
that came in their way, and in a few minutes made '
themselves masters in the conflict, and warmly '
urged me to permit them to rifle the boats of their !
enemy. Knowing their propensity for plunder, '
and fearing that they might not defend me so well
when again attacked, if utterly disappointed, I
consented as far as regarded the provisions the
bogos had for sale, leaving the property in their-
charge belonging to the inhabitants untouched.
This produced the Sambos a good feast, who
seemed highly delighted with the fruits of the'
contest..

We passed on without' further molestatlon,
until we reached the town of St. Bartholomew,
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without experiencing any thing deserving of notice.
I arrived here on the twelfth day of my journey,
and found myself exceedingly unwell, owing to want
of exercise, and to theunvaried posture I was con-
stantly obliged to maintain in the flechera, which
had produced pains and soreness in all my limbs,.:
I was therefore apprehensive that unless I took
some rest I should be unable in a day or two
to proceed, and in consequence went on shore
for the night. The dull monotonous life the
traveller leads in passing up the rivers of Co-
lombia is almost insupportable, and this is of
course increased ten-fold when going alone, and
without books, or any agreeable source of amuse-
mént The scenery is for days unchanged, uearly
every person he meets with is rude and uncivi-
lized, and all that he can find to pass away the
time are annoyances and bodily pain. If he is ‘
so fortunate as to escape the mosquitoes for a while
he is sure to be besieged by equal numbers of
ants, who seldom live in the spots inhabited by the
former, and thus he is certain to be attacked by
one or the other in succession, and in a few in-
stances by both at once. Intwo or three places I

S~

\found that the ants had taken up their abode

in the lower limbs and trunks of the trees, while

fthe mosquitoes sojoyrned in the foliage of the

extended branches, on the overhanging extre-
‘mities of which snakes were very often seen
VOL. I. - Q
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cviled dp, elther dsleep, -or .insidiously waiﬁlig;
fot an opportunity to satisfy their. hunger ror
their malevoletice. - Some of the largest -wbuld
frequently dart from their hiding-plsces-into the |
flechera; but ot tany, and they did no injory, us
they were rapidly killed by the Indians. -

At the placd I have dignified with the name of
the oity of St{Bartholomew,1 found gréat dificalty <~
fn procurirlg a room unoceupied, such as.k.could
véntare into. The plaoeé;as thiserably dirty, and
miost of the dpartments I looked at wére infested |

"with swarms'of intruders with which I could not
aigreesbly “cottie #i contact: -There was -oily
one family of tespectubility there, and they were
teditbed to stch « state of poverty, that they in-
habited pdrt of a bdilding which was almost in
ruins, dtid 4fiutded barkly shelter enotigh for them.
sélves. sAt létigth I met a chubby-looking pet-
sotiage; having the sdiine appearance of rotundity
43 a barreél) and whose breadth was nearly équi
valetit to lils length. Beeing me a stranger, aid
evidently in search of something, he: civilly re..

quested to know what I was looking for. Iin-

formed himj and he then turned his inquities as!
to iy octintry and occupatiori; for; said hey * if
you #re # Spaniard, you will not get iiito gudtters,
of my recommetidation.” Satisfied bn this point;
he at otice agreet to accommodate the for:- the
night withi a share of his habitation; which con~
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\ disted of tivo rooms, tenanted by Limself, & dog, )
' eht, a.pig, and & parrot. I found - that he was the
! Worthy pastor of the place; and like maty others
 of his frateraity, had no objectioti-to a little brandy.
‘A couple of bottles of my steek sboh gained me
his good opinion, and thie best entertainment he
‘could afford was given me. In a little time a foom
‘was cleared out for my use, by an old woman,
‘who attended: the padre in the capacity of house-
/maid; and here I elung my hammock, leaving the
priest and his family to enjoy the other,
After a good night’s rest; T awoke much re-
reshed and benbefited by it; and drose expecting
to find my host waiting for me; but he was gone
round to hisparishioners, who, it séemed; paid him
in kind, to provide me, as I afterwards found, with
the tneans of a breakfast. He canie in Soon after,
with his bld domestic laden with the frhits of his
applicatiohs to his flock, and a comfottable meal
was soon prepared. -Some cocos and chiocolate,
fried plantains, fish, and pork, cut ints slices and
' broiled, atid some cassava bredd; aided by a rein-
{ forcement from my own stock, furnished the table -
pretty well." I found him a well-educated man,
and possessed of general information, though his
facolties seemed beclouded by his Bacchanalian
sacrifices. He had a warm desire to see the
liberty of the country restored to the inhabitants,
and spoke very feelingly upon the subject of their
Q2 -
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sufferings. I requested him to inform me who the_
unfortunate family were that I had heard: spoken
of the day before,. and he gave me the followmg
affecting agcount, of them. N
They were named D’Aquila; and were natlves
of the city of Merida; where, they, resided before °
the revolutionary. war broke ont under General
© Miranda, upon an ample estate which they cultivated
_in the style of a superior hacienda.. When the"
geaeral call to arms was made by Miranda, Senor
D’Aquila, then onlya few years married, joined
the army, and haying very galantly signalised him-
self in several actions, was promoted to the rank
~of colonel. Some time after the war of extermi-
nation had- been proclalmed and- durmg his ab-
‘sence, the Spaniards approached the city,-and
endeavoured to take -all persons, of whatever
age or sex, prisoners, who were inimical to their
cause, that they might put them to death, In t}ns
emergeney Madame, DAqunla took refuge in a
cave, not far dlstant from the city, with a son, three
daughters, and her father, who was very. pge ﬁi
leaving another son and a daughter, twins, only a
few weeks o]d a httle way behind her, in the  Arms
of .a servapt Unhapplly the latter fell into the
hands of the prahsts, and was, with the helplesp
mfa,nts ,massgcred by the orders of ‘the monster
Mon,teverde, the Spanish general who concelveci
he had killed then- mother.

iy . " a?
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Deprived- of every article they possessed, and
-afraid to venture frem their wretched retreat until
-the Spaniards had retired from the neighbourhéod,
the family remained, sufferiig the most dreadful
privations, and Madame D’Aquila’s father was
-actually starved to death in the presence of his
agonized daughter and her children. When this
happened, the son, an intelligent youth of twelve
years. of age, who had ventured out to reconnoitre,
and to endeavour-to find some person who would
give him food for his family, did not return till the
aged man had expired. An old friend of the
D'Aquilas, who had, like them, been deprived of
all his property, contrived to send them provisions
during the remainder of their stay; and when the~
Spanish troops léft the city they. returned to it
again, in' the hope of hearing from the colonel,
‘who ‘was then in the province of-Santa Martha.
‘Shortly after intelligence reached them that the
colonel ‘was killed in an action fought in the pro-
vince-of Barcelona, under (I think) General Barino,
and within a few months after this event, in 1812,
‘the city was visited by a dreadful earthquake,
which entirely destroyed it, and one of the daugh-
ters was crushed to death in a part of ‘the ruins, -
The distressed widow now -went- to Monporo,
whence she dated a memorial to the president
‘Bolivar, entreating that some provision might be
made for berself and children; but whether this



230 RECOLLECFIQNS QFl A SERVICE

fpcument miscarripd, or that the treasury- was
too poor to comply with the request oantained in
it, I know not, but not a dollar was ever awarded
to these unhappy sufferers. Ta add to their dis-
asters; the approach of thg Spaniards to Maracaibg,
who were continually sepding out foraging parties
in the vicinity of Monporo, compelled them once
more to seek a new asylum, and they escaped
miraculously across the country to Monpex, with
the view of getting a conveyance down the Magda-
lena tp the capital of Venezuela. Here they were |
met hy the good old padre of St. Bartholowmew,
who took them to his home, and subsequently gave
them all the assistance he eould, and supportqd
them until I amved there. .

Interested by the detail given me by tbe pnest
I requested him to introduce me to them, and he
accompanied me to their ratreat, where I sqw -
. dreadful proof of -the miseries’ of civil -war.
Madame ‘D’Aquila, bent with grief and suffering
more than age, seemed fast verging to the igrave,
to which she appeared to look forward with perfect
resignation, though agitated by the fears she.enier-
tained. for her: children. Her daughters. were
" handseme yoyng women, hut their faces plainly
indicated. the shage they toak in the; mental anguish
of their parent; and her son was. a fine yaung. man,
eager to do any thing to serwg;his-family, hut -
ignorant of the means. I.reguested the padrg to
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parsuade them {p writa anether. memorviel . iame-
diately;;and allow me.to convey it- to Holivan, and
also tp permit the son tb acopmpany -we to Regata,
wheve 'something might he dove fan him.. They
agreed ¢0 both, and 1 departed with my companiaa,
who seemed delighted with the idea of enteying’
the service of his oountry.

-1 now took leave of the priest, whe partcd with
the young man with tears in his eyes, and showered
blessimgs' upon him as he antered the flechera;

and we left: $t. Bartholomew. That tawn is but @
small place, having only a few narrow streets, and
the ruins:of an old' church, divine service heing
performed by my friend, the padee, inthe apen air
in fine weather, and during the wet season in any old
hovel intb which ke ean get hia congregation, There
was . sort’ of market held here, at which the
produce of the small haciendas was snld, and alsa a
little fish. /My course now lay- theoligh some of
{ he ‘finest plantations of shooalate: in the world,
| whigh were arranged on each side :of the Mag-
 dalera for miles; ‘and ‘although the state of the
—-countey at that .period preveuted the puoprietors
‘from-cultivating them with that attention and spirit
/ wlich they had weceived in more peaceable times,
| they:wera still yielding a fine produee, which not
\Hunfnequently perished. for wantmf pemons te take
proper« care of it.' o
‘The chocolste which is grown oa the Magdalena
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is universally esteemed for its peculiarly fine flavour,
and is allowed to be inferior to none in the world.
Speculators might employ their capital in extend-
mg the growth of this article near the banks of the
river, - with inconceivable advantage. "It is not
“only in constant requisition throughout Colombia,
but in most parts of North and South America,
‘and would soon become an object of desire in
every place to which it was exported. If indeed
the supply were rendered equal to the demand, it
would speedily form a staple commodity of the
country ; but this has hitherto been prevented by
the long war, and the indolence of the natives,
which causes will doubtless still operate to render
it scarce. 1If a tract of land were purchased or
hired of the government, or of any of the officers
of the Republic who have 'had grants located
to them near the river as a reward for their
services (which might be easily done at a very
cheap rate), and if the management and growth
of this article' were superintended with a due pro-
‘portion of care and assiduity,’the returns would;
in a shorttime, be immense. ‘But from the canses

‘which I have before ‘mentioned—the dishonesty

and cupidity of the natives—nothing short of pér-

sonal toil, and unwearied caution, would have a"
chance of: suctess, in this or‘iindeed ‘in any other:

speculation in Colombia.,
For two days after I Teft” St. Bartholomew, I
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remained in the flechera, without seeing any thing
“but a few villages on the banks, inhabited by the
poorest of the natives; but the vivacity of my
companion, whose spirits were strongly excited by
the change which he anticipated in his affairs,
served to pass away the time very agreeably, and
almost unnoticed. On the third day I went ashore,
to a small town, to purchase some provisions, and
got some fresh beef, which I was assured would
prove the best I had ever eaten; but I was egre-
giously deceived, for it was tougher than leather.
The Sambos, who have a remedy for all the
mishaps that befal them, went into a wood to get
some papa apples, which have the quality ascribed -
to them of making tough meat tender, if rubbed
upon it while they are green. In some instances,
I believe, they have this effect, but in vain were
- they applied to the stuff I had bought. It remained
still as bad as ever; and the blacks finding that
one remedy failed, begged leave to try another,
that of retunming it to the persons who had sold
it, and either compelling them to refund the money,
. or exchange it for something better. Permission
obtained, away they went, and soon returned with
some fine gallipavos,* which proved.a treat. The
water we obtained for two or three days was very
“thick, and contained a quantity of sandy particles,
and to alter it a branch of the alumbre tree was

o “* Turkeys.
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dipped into it, which precipitated all the dirt,
leaving the liquid as clear as if filtered.*

We now went on without further stoppage, till
we( rrived at the rapupof Angastura, more com--w
monly. termed the Chorro, This rapid is, accord-
ing to the account af it given me by the patron,
very dangerous, and many of the vesggls nused on
the river have been sunk in.it. He also told me,
that in the rainy seasan it forms numerous eddies,
which turn a boat round with such. rapidity as to
render the crews incapable of maneging if, and
sometimes the whole are sunk together. Lackily
we \passed it without sustaining .any injury or in-,
convenience, save a little wetting, and the . labour,
and time it took to work the flechera through.it.)

s Without further accident or adventune, we weat
on to Honda, where my instructions were to land:
and procure mules fa ride forward to - Bogeta.
Here 1 arrived completely. jaded, and ao cr: d
as to be scarcely able to walk, and very unwell,). I
suceceeded in' getling.a yeny: camferiable. lodging
for myself and compamion for the night, ot the
house of the parson wha was appointed to. reggive
the duties upon imports, and tha rate of tennege
levied on all veasels caming up the viver, which:bad
been imposed by the president Bolivar, in order

* This is a method resorted to on all sumlar occasions by
the natives, and an ‘excellent one it is, as the water is often so0
full of mud and animalculg ag ¢@ render it dangerous to drink.
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to defray the expenses of the war. He was
originally an officer in the New Grenadian service,
_in which he had lost an arm, and his father was
then in Bolivar’s suite. . His situation seemed
nearly a sinécure, as he performed all the duties of
it but that of receiving the money, by deputy, and
for this part of it he appointed one hour in each
day, for which the boats were obliged to wait. -
He then transmitted what portion of it he pleased .
to the head-quarters of Bolivar. He resided at the
custom-house, if such it might be called, which
consisted of two long rooms, irregularly built with
piles of wood, and with a roof which was neither
wind nor water tight. The portion of it which he
oocupied was, however, well gecured, and fur-
nished with every convenience and necessary; and
he had taken care to supply himself with an abun-
dance pf provisions from the boats, which he ex-
acted as fees, and some good wines and spirits
from the stocks which had been at various times
left in his charge by the owners. This he ayawed
to me, and seemed to pride himself upon his
. “dexterity. - For five dollars he agreed to provide
‘wyself apd campanion for the might and the next
‘maning with all we should require.
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CHAPTER X.

Degcription of Honda—Waterfall in the Vicinity—Difficulty of
getting Mules—A Mule dashed to pieces—Arrival at Santa-Fe
de Bogota—Meets with Captain Mardyn—Introduction to.the
President Bolivar—Singularity of his Reception—Deportment of
the President—His Anxiety respecting the Government of General

. Arismendez—Dinner Party—Fate of Major Beamish’s Levy—
Author presented with the “.Order of the Libertador ”—Con-
versation at the Dinner Party—Description of thq Person of the
President Bolivar—Author’s Disappointment.

In the morning my host requested me to take a
walk round the place, to which T agreed. On the
spot which is now occupied by the petty town of
‘Honda, once stood a large and opulent city ‘of the -
same name, which, from its convenient situation
with regard to the capital of New Grenada, and
its being{at the head of the Magdalena} where ~
their goods were exported, and all imports from
Santa Martha landed, was then inhabited by mer-
chants, who were very wealthy. "It was unfor-
tunately destroyed by an earthquake niany'years)
since, which scarcely left a vestige of it remaining.
This convulsion of nature was represented by the
priestcraft to be ordained by offended Heaven!
as a just punishment for the wickedness of the;
people, who had impiously refused to submit to!
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some heavy contributions which their worthy
pastors and masters wished to extort from them,
under the pretext of gaining the patronage of
St. Jerome for the city) who, they said, had agreed
to grant it to them, and also to protect its trade
and inhabitants, in consideration of the erection of
a handsome ' monastery on a certain spot to be
dedicated entirely to him. There are now only a
few houses, and these are built chiefly of wood,
and irregularly strewed on a plain, situated on a
little eminence which commands some majestic
and romantic views. - The’ rulns of some convents -
and churches are to be seen) but not one of them
fit for use. Near it is a tremendous fall of water,

“which presents a most imposing spectacle.: It is

seen to the best advantage from a small bridge
erected on the tops of two rocks, through which
the waters rush with wonderful force, at a great
depth below it, creating a noise which is astonish-
ing to a stranger. The fall is caused by the descent
of the waters -from the Maraquitan hills, down
which they are seen rollmga considerable distance
in one huge tide, sometimes varied by the foam
which is prqdaced by their dashing against some
projestion jn their progress, and which is thrown
for several yards in different directions.

.. The collector informed me that there were
tqany extremely valuable wines near the town,
nong of which were then .at work, and many of
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them had scarcely been attemipted. The Mara:
quitan mines are only about foar milés ' from
Honda, over the hills, whére He informed ‘me
there weré great quantities of both gol'd and
§ilver ore.

While we were at breakfust, I desPatched tny
servant to endeavour to ascertain if there were
any mules expected to approach the town;. for
there were none in it; and my host told: me for
my comfort, that I liall no chance of gettiny away
for several days, when a champan would arrive,
Zand the merchants at Bogota would 'sénd._their
.mules to take away the cargo. He advised me,

therefore, to rest contented where I then was #ill -

they should reach Honda; but judging that ‘this
was only a manceuvre to detaln me in his house
for the sake of tlie money I paid him, I desired
my servant to make forther mthes, and He
ledrned that 4t a town named Guadiz there were
gome to be had which were kept there by mule-
teers, who were chiefly employed between Honda
and the capital. 1 deterinined at once to go
fliere, but in what manner was the next pdint. 1,
however, found out that the collector liad a horsé
kept for his own use, which circunistdance he had
cautiously concealed from me, and I therefore im-
pressed it for the journey. He did not much like
this step, but as he could not resist the ordéer of
the government he yielded his Rosinante to me :

2L
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but such an animal was scarcely ever before seen}
ho broken down post-horse ever deserved more
commiseration than did this unfortunate creaturs:
T went along at a pace which could not iiuch
distress him, for about two miles; when I fortd:
¢nately fell i with a drové of mules which was
‘going td .Honda,; to take away goods from the

* eustorii-house. I made use of the warrant to take
‘a8 many as I wanted, and having selected six, left
‘the muleteer to go on with the remainder; and the

" horse which had carried me. 1 now returned to
my young companion with the mules tied together
behind mé after the fashxoxi of an Enghsh horse-
dealer. ‘

,-Having despatched the flechera down the river
Again (ad I intended returning to Ahgostura by thie
river Oronoeo) T ot the mules loaded, and pro-
‘ceeded over one Of the worst roads in the world
| to a pretty village) called Guadinas. This, I was
informed; had.in happier times besn resorted to by

(1 the infidbitants of Santd-Fe as u witering-place;’
where they found a pleasant rétreat from their
niercantile dr other oceupations, and the powerful
heat of the city. Here I stopped to také somé
refreshment, and to get 4 fresh supply of mules; of
which there were plenty. i I then hastened on to

- another town, the name of which has escaped .my
tecollection, taking witlt nie a peon; or guide, to
“eonduct .me. by the safest track over the stu-
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pendous ridge of mountains. In crossing these, I.
found the narrow zigzag paths so slippery, that

the poor mules, though proverbially sure-footed,

could hardly retain their standing, and every step :
they took threatened to precipitate -them and%
their burthens down the ‘perpendicular precipice, ,
on the edge of which they were pacing. At length |
one of the baggage mules; in consequence of béing |
vety injudiciously beaten by the’peon to accele: -

rate her pace, fell over, and thé poor animal -

was, with the load sbe carned hterally dashed in
‘pieces. :

This accident made us more  cautious, 'and
we slackened our pace, by which we arrlved in
safety at a small village where fresh mules Wére'
obtained, and tlien{went-on to'thé capital, distant
about eight leagues, over a fine smooth’ sandy:
plain, although so covered with the waters, which'
had net yet subsided, as'to férm one entire expan-
sive blue sheet. Arriving withinsight ofthe city; r
‘saw a part of the Indépendent’ army marching, or
rather wading, towards it by another direction
on which 1 rode forward to inquire if his excel-
lency Bolivar was there, and was told thdt he had
been in the city about ten hours. T ‘therefore '
spurred on, anxiods to complete the object of
my fatiguing expedltlon

The city of Santa-Fe de Bogota, when approached :

from the plains, presents a very splendid and ro- '.
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at the height of about nine thousand feet above the

level of the sea,;'and beyond it are several moun-
tains riging in a semicircular form, at least one

3thousand feet higher, on which several convents

are seen to raise their aspiring heads.: It apparently
occupiesa large extent of ground, and this circum--
stance tends to render it healthier than the more
confined cities of New Grenada. Its extreme height,
and the natural beauties by which it is surrounded,
conspire to form a scene but seldom equalled in
landscape. On dismounting from my maule to find
out the abode in which Bolivar had taken up his
quarters, I found that a little exertion almost im-
peded my breathing, and T was obliged suddenly
ito stop several times. This proceeded from the
‘rarefaction of the atmosphere, produced by the
‘height at which the city is erected, and which
;causes the same sensation to persons unaccus-
:tomed to it, as that which I had experienced on-
‘crossing the branch of the Cordillera. Here are
‘two winters and two summers, each lasting three
imonths, and thus the year is regularly divided:
arch, April, and May, compose the first winter ;
(J:eptember, October, and November, the second.
‘Tbe bells at the different cathedrals were ringing
‘a merry peal to the welcome of the * Libertador,”
" accompanied’ by occasional discharges of mus-

ketry and artillery. Having reached the door of
VOL. I R

t
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the government honsp,.as ft wan. termed,, ). spw
abent..a idazen. nedive soddiexs;half icovpgrad mith-

rags, sitking dewn; playiig a.gswghealled; golpp, -
which is decided fhy the ttossing. up,.of thuee: fab

stones, differgnily -marked, on)each -didey pnd 2
party. being -formed,. thi antagdnists hawe, to, pame
the. side. which will fall uppermest. .. If they,are
right, they inflict; agertain number, of raps;ppon
the knuokles of the losers with a..pmal), stigk.cnt
for the purpose ;- and if they happen te be wreng,
they endiwre a, similer infliction from the: othet +icley
“Through this: gang | waded up the gteps, whengl
~ saw.a priest, who superciliosly.damandad my, by
asiness; which 1 declined telling him, and thelpuwgntf
an taalong gallery appropriated a8 mepmiRm |
to the, uge of the officers compesing Bolivar', siaff. -
Here were.geveral officers parading np,and d,oyy,?f
in nonver,satmn, and among them, to- my, d¢hgh(tx
and surprige, I saw my old companiop in d;ﬂiculty,,!
Captain Magdyn. We were mutually pleasqd; and;
after our congratulations were oyer, at thus me,qt,
ing safe.and welly I requested him to inform. me,
how I could get tg the president; whan he, cop-!
ducted me to the room where he was} . .
,At the door of the apartment, which steod, pagtly -

open, were twp English soldiers, who werg,fizgd -

therg 43 sentinels, fo prevemt any unscasqnahle
intepruptien wpon his exgellenoy;. and Capjain
Mardyn baving retired, I desired one of .them to-

..'l

~,

-~
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annotincé to Bolivar the arrival -of a British offiver
}with despatches-'from!the Vemezuelan' Congress.
‘He' did's0, and'veturned' with an order for my i
\medtate eritrance. ‘T went into the' room, which-was
large; butdirty, ard scantiliprovided with farmiture.
At the further end sat Colonel Odudury, then one
of his éxcellency’s secretaries, on the ground, with
a siall writing-desk in his lap, writing despatehes
of a'militdary natare, at the dictation of-Bolivar,
/who, at the other enid of the room,- was sitting en
! thie edge of ‘a large South American cot slung from
the ceiting, Po avoid the'inconvenience of the heat, |
 he' was quite tnencmmbéted with appatel or dover-
lig of afy des¢ription ‘and was swinging el
ivioléntly by 1 mesns of 4 céghita rope, attached'to
.4 hook ‘driveh Hits ‘the' opposité wall for the' pur-
‘posé.’ “Thus éurioudly situated, he alfernately dic-
; tated to OFYjeagy and whistled 4 French republicit

| ‘tune, to'which be beat ‘timé by knocking-his feet

Taterdlly. Seéing him o' ciréumstanced arid em-

. ployed, T whs hbout to rétire, imdgining that the

'soldier had mistaken the order given him; when
‘His excellency called to me in very good English
‘to enter, and' desired me to be seated:if T-éonld
fihd any thing to sit upon, which was not an‘easy

-wdatter; butlookitg round the roond, Fespied an

old poﬂ‘manteau, upon which I dat: il he was dis.

_ engtighd. -He immediately desired one 6f the'sol-

diéts'to procuré me some coffee and cigars; and
R ¢
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while he ‘was gong_for them, asked my name, .
country, qnd rapk in the Patriot service. . I stated ,
them to him, and he degired to kiow if I was not;
the person he had hfeard.'Captain'Ma‘ajﬂ'yﬁ' speak ofy
as commander of the vessel ip which the latter had)
arrived at Margarita. I replied jn the affifmative,
when be jnstantly sprang from tlllg'l,'cdt‘ and pro-
ceeded to embrace mpe, according to the custom of
the country, by enclosing me in his arms and kissing
my cheek. Such a proof of regard not being very
congenial with my feelings, more particularly when
offered by a person in a tota) state of nudity, 1 de-|
clined it in no véry gentle manger ; upon 'v'vhic'l'l.'he
looked as if somewhat displeased, and' turned
towards his secretary with’ évident marks of” dto-
nishment. The colonel, who entered into miy'feel-|
ings at once, represented to him that sqc'lp‘ a Custoin
was foreign to his countrymen, and hop'i;'d, there-+
fore, that he would pardon the ungentle repulse’T-
had given him. His excellency smiled, and ex--
tended to me his hand with an air of the warmest
cordial:ity; -which mark of @qnde#cgqsiqn’i'l”i%
specifully. acknowledged, and he returnéd to ‘his
cot tp finish the despatghes, while 1 smoked a
dgar, .. oy, .00

* When they were, completéd he. signified 't the
oplonel hiswishto be feft alone with me, pid upon
s o recisiod mo. {0 bapd m popap 1o

ERTRIRT]

He politely apologised for ireading}h'qm, in”my
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’ {)résence, “and hav:ng perused them, observed;
“ From the nature ‘of thése despatches I find that
11 am) given qp fg}' lost by fhe pe gle of Venezuela ;
but I haye eﬁ'eotgally complete the conquest of

hvery p{:pvmce of - New. Grenada, and this is

anamly to f)e attnbuted to the bravé British troops
urmshed by Ma,]ofBep\msh who, if hie had lived,
should1 have i)een my dearest friend, and also to.

; those who, were “under | wy ‘command previously ;
’all of whom! led by my gallant friend Colonel
‘;;Rooke,, now unfOrtunately deceased, and since by.
§ my fvalued friend Colonel Mackmtosh ﬁave per-
“formed procﬂg;es of valour. ”) :
.. His, excﬁllenc;y (heh 'put numerons questlons to
me goncerpipg { the government of General Arismen-
“dez, and the ﬁrst ca{npalgn of the Bntlsh legion.
1 gave ,all the. mfdi'iriatlonl could” on the latter

subject but said httle on, the former, as the short

time: 1 had been at Angostura during the viee-

presxdency of the general had not enabled me to

acquire the mtelllgence “his exceilency needed

He then did me the honour to turn his - inquiries

towards myself and the manner in which I had
been employed since I entered the’ Republlcan
service. I informed him; and he expressed him-
self much hurt at the treatment 1 had experienced

from Admlral Brlon, and alarmed lest it should.
dlsgust the Brltlsh officers col]ectlvely He then
said, 1 dine in an hour hence, and' shall ex-
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peet you and .your friend €olonel Mardyn,” d.the
retired ta prepare myself, -and.. pagsed, the . in-
tenml in a atrell. with the :colonel, who gava.me
‘hopes of nising high in the servige.; ...
(At the appointed {ime. we ropaired,to the ban-
quet chambier, which wos a. long carridor in..the
government house, in the . cengra. of whigh staod, &
large oblong table, composed .of some fresh, hewn |
planks mdely put together, sapported by, tresaels
and . without any cavering. Round it were ar-
ranged henghes of the same construction and ma-
terigls,. The .dishes ware more substangial tham |
delicate, and not the worse on that- agcount, and !
the ‘welcome given. yus.. by hig excellepcy wasm;}
tainly. of: the most fagtering and,,cordial natuy
He did me;the honour of placing me near him, gud
frequently addrensed himself to wme during thg.re,
past. . He was uaremitting in bis efforts to_evipee his
gratitude to-all thosg. who had, velanteerad in, tha
causg of his. country.. The dishes remaved; &
general briazo® was ordered by his excellengy to
‘the united kingdom of Great Britain and Irelpnd ;
angther to its atmy) andione to its navy. 1. veptured !
to inquire How many of the poor fellows. taken ont.
by ‘Baamish were them living;.and he . informed
* A’ bumper drunk by cvery person at the table to’ any
thing proposed by the founder of the frast, who inl Celdiibia

has the privilege of ordering as many of them, and, in as rapjd

succession, as he pleases. , . '
.. I T L A

o e e =
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e thit of tie thréa hundred ot more thisn twenty
weve pemaitring, ahd-some ofithese wore dlsdbled,
either by wounds, or-by the/raviges made wpon their
. constitutions by the soveriy of the -dlimats amd
{ theiy. saflerings while:on thelr long mdrohed,w hich
ion most ovcasions did more towards thinthg the
British ‘ranks than -the swords of :the Spasiards./
He mentioned his intention of. peusioning 'the sar-
vivors, with ‘some. other. Englishinetn who had
served in the same campuipr, as spon as #he fands
of the Republic would permit such aveward.: He
then; with'his -usaal flewing eloguence; rose:'and
cotiplilnented Colonel Mardyn and :myself on the
condhict we, had pursued duritig the meeting, and
ended -by expressing himself ‘highly gratified by
haying the dppottunity of persoiially giving me his
thank. (He also presented ine with the#.©Ordée of
Libertador,” the highest military order of thécoun-
try) which had been previously glvento my friend
Mardyn, with the rank of coloneli 1. As an earnest
(as his excellency expressed it) of more sabstantial
rewsirds] and ds a testimony of- bis own esteem, he
ikewise begged to invest:me: with the ¥ Order of
Bolivar,”: which was origimally created by himself,:
and asually -bestowed upom those who had dis-
tinguished  themselves under his own immediate
command.. To conclude, he promised, at my re- .
quest, ascommission for-young D’Aquila, aud an
asylum for his unhappy family. -
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to .many Republican . teasts,. . and / afer, -senerel
had . been drunk, his excellency roseo: mpose
the « Memary, -of. hid - beloved .Ragke: whish |
was drunk - with jevery ;possible :maxk -4, zespedt |
that could 'be:shown, .eaehiperson prasent staad- :
ing, and preserving: the -strictest silemes:. The:
“ Memory of Major. Bhapmh" followes, .widhi fhie |
same obgervance. After some time the party,whlch
was Damerous, grew rather noisy-.and. elated; and .
the conversation turned generally to the- :ub)eat
of gallantry, which in Colombia.is but toomueh |
encouraged, and, excepting intrigmen. of:,ether
kinds, holds the most wndisturbed-place )il the:
thoughts of both séxes: - Every mdmdlaluphd
was. & native, .from the president/add: bis bapom '
. friend and -adviser :Gleneral. Santander (o the
youngest efficer .in their ' staffs, - vied w&h»epch
other in displaying- their varibus and respeciive
achievements. in this way ;--amd i€ their. assemonm
oceuld .be credited; there could. have .been. few,
ladies of note:inneither: vw&myaky who had.qot'_
yielded to the fascinatingipewewn of -these voterais ‘:
in the service of Cupid. :Bolivar; who hud:becbme ;
affected by his copious libations, launched out in a |
strain of conversation only remarkablé for iy’ o’b-l
scemty ; his manners now became coarse and ols- I
tarons,. aud. when the. time_ arrived for. the h;eakp\
" ing up of the party, which was about twelvé o'clbok;

"The wize aow: flew rapidly round in briezqs\
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he arose to give “ the wpion of the two vice-royal-
tiesof Spain;, Venezuela and New Grenada, uuder
onegovernment 5” -and/then daslied his glass on the
| table with+alk-the. violénde he. was capable: of, and
| s example buing followerl by all the native mem-
tbers-of the-pugty; the framments were-flying in'all
- ditdctions:about:the robm as thick ashail ¥ -~ -
- 'This eeremony performed, each ‘person repaired
to ‘his' quarters ; and being still suffering under the
effects bf'my late journey, I eagerly returned to
mine, knowing how soon I must proeeed -back,
as1¥ had: received ‘orders to attend the president
onthe: folewing: morning: early for his replies.
I tetited, éqrtainty not without some feelings of
disappoitmiént, as regarded. his excdlleacy, which
were no "donbt ocehsioned. by the glowing repre-
sentations - had: been - acoustomed o hear made
réspectimg him: by his friends sin Veneauela.. By
them every dction.of ‘his life, however-thtivial-+kis
manmers,. person, cobversation, and .all that be ever
did:orsaid, were so highly coloured, that I naturally
expeotéd to: meet with:sométhing: very far above
medidority. Aissurances had indeed been given me
byxAnanmdez, thau ahnuld,a-d them too pawer-
B e DO - ENTIAE
% This 0. mmmwtom in &qkwhmanduﬂe prasorvad

‘even i |£' the presence of ladies, who do not retire from the table
as in ngiand and it not unfrequently happeus that their fair
fades arb grafzel b} the shatteréd pieces of #int hurled By the

middened hudofmtollcahon o T
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fully, depictured when,X.saw, him, .bek thege: | had
ascribed to the prejudices. mhich » map acenstomed
to a life of hardship,and privation frow his.ipfancy.
is apt to imbiba ageainst,the-elegancies of easy
times, .,In peron..the president,is,about. five. foat
seven inchesin.beight ; but.bis body and its appens
dages are so disproportioned,;that instead.of com-
manding respect, he would perhaps, if seen in the !
common .sphere of domestic life, more naturally '
excite risibility. His head is exceedingly large, '
with a .profusion of coarse curling very dark hair; |
and his features, which are rough and manly, were
then greatly, abscured by. a -superabundance of
whiskers. His eyes are full and dark, and when
directed .straight forward piercing; but they are
more-. frequently employed in sidelong glamces |
at the persons he .is conversing with, or those be !
is surrounded by, and he seldom looks directly at
even inauimate objects, turning his head on one !
side like a hare; - From his shoulders to his
waist his frame is in good proportion to his height,
but,ﬂis legs are excessively thin, and shapeless,\
and his hips narrow ; and the inequality of the/
former to the support of his body is upon most!
occasions made the more conspicuous by his!
wearing very tight scarlet pantaloens, profasely
decorated with gold lace, and large dragoon boots,
which are scarcely half filled) His conversation
too was not equal to what I had been prepared to
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expéct ; ‘and'his condescension in'remdeting himseif
the pronioter 4hdl applatder of obicend' jests, Wway
inconsistent withi ‘the “idea'1 had forméd of' his
character. Upon the whole, therefore, the “im-
pressionmade upen me by my fifst introduction to'
this - distingliished * individual was ‘attended with'
very considerable' feelings of disappointment. - -
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- NEW WORKS
PUBLISHED BY HUNT AND CLARKE,
YOBK STEEET, COVENT GAEDEN.

Just published, in 8vo. price 30s. boards, the first Two of Four Volumes of
THE LIFE OF NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE.
By WILLIAM HAZLITT. '

“ They who would desire to see what an original thinker and a powerfal
writer has to say about the Man of the last age, will not rise from the perusal of
the work disappointed. It contains many nervous and vigorous pieces of writ-
ing,” which scarcely any man but Mr. Haalitt could have written: we find "

" many shrewd remarks on the grand subjects of human nature, and somé ani-

mated specimens of reasoning ; while the whole Las the advantage of being:that
kind of view of the character of Napoleon which an Englishman was not Jikely -

to take.”—Atlas. ¢ v o

¢ In the perusal of this work our readers, we think, will discover abundant
proofs of the author’s intellectual and imaginative powers, of his honesty, and
straightforwardness of purpose, of the peculiarities of some of his social and
political opinions, of the generous warmth of bhis feelings, and of the richness
and illustrative vigour of his style.”’—Scots Times. : .

*¢ There is not, that we can discover, a sentence militating against the cause’
of liberty, or any tendency improperly to exalt the subject of the work,®*®® &
The style is ardent, energetic, and manly ; and that brilliant imiagery which
glows so profusely in his other writings is here introduced but sparingly, as
being little congenial to the majesty of history. ®*® ® The portion of the work
which relates to the Revolution is full of interest, and may be read with profit
by most ns. It abounds with splendid passages and fine accutate delinea-
tions of ¢ ter.”’—London Weekly Review. .

¢ The volumes contain passages of great power and beauty, joined to much

ousness of style.” —Athenzum. T

¢“ He has allowed no petty feeling or sordid calculation to mingle with, or
unduly hasten a ormance of various and important interest, and one, the
admirable execution of which, as far as it has advanced, and as we have been
able to estimate it, will secure Mr. Hazlitt a reputation which his fondest ad-
mirers never dreamt of his attaining,”—Literary Chronicle.

. ¢ It is gufficient for us to observe that the work is full of vigorous thinking ;
and at every page, directly or indirectly, the reader will find materials for
sweet or bitter reflection. ere is no insipidity in Mr. H. He cowers before
no difficulty—is deterred by no peril—and compromises none of his convic-
tionl."-—livnthly Magasine. o ) o

In 3 vols. post Bvo. 31s. 6d. in boards, )
PENELOPE; or, LOVE'S LABOUR LOST.
_ By the Author of TrucxLEBOROUGH HaLL.

“We are not in the habit of noticing novels, which for the most part are
‘ bornbut to die ;' when, however, a production under this unassuming name
shows powers of thinking and sagacity of perception, it deserves to be severed
from the ranks, and recommended to particular attention. * * * The book is
very clever, and will well repay the.time spentin jts perusal.”—Times.
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“ This is a novel of great dnd' peculfar rherit. & & « These extracts will serve
as an example of the way in which the work is written ; but they can convey
no idea of the amusement ta be derived' from it We' threréford -advise our

readers to get the itself, ey will gha irectipg them
o o o oo A anb oot P TR el L2

“ We follow the authorin m with feeliogs of no small satisfaction.
Penelope is in fact a sort" catlori of 6rdfnary society, bloated as it is
Srih pride, warped with selfatios, gud corrupted by bypocriay spd paliee.”—

*“ The novel before usfs among the very best that have appeared for the last
few yeurn. “The portraits of Penelope’s uncle, of the Reéior '¢f Néverden, of
Colonel Crop, end Sir George Ainiwell, a sporting baronet and poacher-killing
magistrate, have not been excelled even by the pencil of Fielding. Wfﬂhave
no doubt that this very admirable novel will obtain conjiderable popularity ;
and a popularity of the best kind, as it will be derived from the fasting pleasurs
with which works of fiction are read, when they present close drawn'jictyres,
human life and character.”’—Athenzum. o Y

* The &uthor's observations range over ev
remarks—bnlf serious, half jocose—comprise g
Chiefly successful in exposing shallow pretens
of his subject, and enjoys the play of his own &

*¢ The chief merit of the author lies not onl
exposes the absurdity and heartlessness of mode
ing sative which i oftea to be discovered unde
lengeable observations, In short, we have ve
Inid down with the pith of 8 maximist and the |

* Just gublished, in 1 vol. post 8e. price 94.boards, dedicuted b the Mehberd of the!
Pl Sy, |
ASUMMER'S RAMBLE among the MUSICIANS:of GER-
MANY ; giving some account of the Operas of Mdnich; ‘Viemhaj Diesdés,
Berlin, &c. With Remarks upon the Charch Music, the ors) Resfornhers,
and Composers ; the Out-of-deor Enj , ahd Surfure of Bociéty i Wi
Country. By a MUSICAL PROFESSOR. cean ek
« It 1s an ungracious task to remind a man of ‘petty faitings, whowe istpéiior
acquirements liave just been:the instrament of conveying to us very m«p‘m
gnﬁﬁcation.”—dtlﬂ. o N <oty ol
Tt is a work that requires no criticism but commendation. - Yes tsly' fault,
as faras we could discover, is, that it has amend. We wish-ft wehd B tén
volumes. Perhaps the ideas of music, and the sweét associstion it Cald®tp
in our ming, may have made us blind ; but we Mave absoluteély not dmetviitisal
frown to bestow upon the ahthor.”’—London Weekly. Review.s © 11 ~nomm visio
¢ This work is peuned in the liveliest vein. ‘Ths writer; evidénd{endbavat

with a love of his subject, snd ponsessing a refimed tasts; 'makes his ¥aridui' re-
marks with a relishing earnestugse.”’— Weekly Témesi® ~' - W bane <= ufsq.

¢« The subject which this writer has chosen, is in his heurt, and-therefore
his story never flags. ¢ * * * On the whole, we must say, that wé Fu¥d hot
?‘ad a bools that has given-us 80 mach pleasurs for a very long thne.”— London
S This work may be read for amusement and instraction -both br the artist
and amateur. The Vienna visit is pecwlarly iwteresting.”’<—~Now Monthly
ngﬂﬂ.ﬂ' . e e o . L . t Yoo
« This Ramble, or rather Pot«pourri, is addresed to s, wnd wd delieve
wilt be found by every one who reads it to have but one fault; thdv ufnot ex-
tending to at least a couple of volumes.’—Scots Temes. -

'



WORKS PUBLISHED BY HUNT AND CLARXE:

.+, NEW BIQGRAPRICAL DICTIONARY.

oy, .

In 2 vola, Bro. -mm:m(’ 2160mg~ of close print, peica Sﬁ-’ in boards,
A GENERAY BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.
rerlome ,,ty'J’df-lH ‘GORTON,, o

. P U SR
¢t He has displayed much judgment in his important labour of condensation ;
and o5 the pnblic are.presegted with two well-printed valumes, of wearly a
thousand pages each, of amusement and information, at.a very low prics, we
;l;ink the book will be as widely, circulated as it desexves to be.”’— Londox
asine. . . ., S o .
‘:g,'l'his is a Work of very uncommon merit indeed, in the department to
which it belongs,,. Instead of a mere compilation, as such publications gene-
rally are, we have here a production of original, and often very. mastesly sakent.
The whole is conceived in a spirit of mgd?mqou Qnd good sense, exactly anch
as we like tp see mmn\na the equanimity.and mofaxﬁality of historic parra-
tiv?e,J “Upon the whole, we do not know. any work of the same commpass whick.
is' enﬁﬂeq to compete with that before ps, a3 a usaful and.intelligent compen-
dium of biography.”’-— Edinburgh Star, . ci
¢ Among the many cheap and usefyl publications new iseqing from thepress,
w‘e'bl;}vl’é) scarcely petin one iv:'ta'chﬁunimes 80 man)‘v: excellencieu.ud'hl:. -
hi ictionary, It exhibits a fine apecimgn of typagtaphy, and ,has 3 merit
ahicf; 'b‘e"lﬁmfs to a.’very‘}?w‘ low-priced works. _The editor, wha is evidenily.
a person of learning and talent, hes taken many articles. from beoks; not ia-
general circulation, translated or abridged others from foreign dictionaries or
Journala;. and, whatis atill hettox, he haa infased into the whole a degree of
taste and spirit which we should look for in vain jn seme biographical compila-
tions of much greater cost and pretensions.”—Scotsman. ) e
o Mr)B bt o his vegvetthat many of the cheap publications
wans. a0t of 8o usefuhia, chatacter as mightde wishad. - The present work, how-
evez, cpmbinga wtility avd mmbusemant ;. and- if execwted throughout.in the
spirit-of the first number, will be a great acquisition to the mass of meaders;”.
* —Morning Chronicle. . e b
4 Ttis iled, with industry and jodgment, while the execution of the
work in ,to ,pw.(z»‘rint. .&c, insuch as would.do credit ¢o the ‘mest
costly publications.”’—Globe and Traveller. . . . . e
1 ¢ Anathes beautiful specimen of chenp printing, applied to cas of. the most
usefal of all the parpowes which printing ean fi history of the wise, and
great, and the good.of past ages. We. meed not recommend:it, for it is morally
cartain of due encoursgement from that class of readers to whose peca-
ni:?mmeam it has been chiefly ada; 5 whilst its treadures of informatioa
are for. alj nonditions, timmes,. and givcumsianees’—:Niws of Literature,

. the spacimana before vs, we must avow the work-ta'be ndmirsbly
penned—and wholly untainted by the viced of party, which too generally pes-
wade wiitings of this description. We bave in its * all-embracing leaves’ the
« very maxrow’ of biography. Asto typographic execution, it is equal to the
most ine books of the.day. This wark must prove of inealculable ser-
vice to the grand effort of general improvement.”’—Sunday Monitor, )

* The published aumbers of this work are most creditable to the editors, and
contain some exquinite specimens of luminous and concise writing. 8o inde-
ent is it of all party or sectarian feeling, that there is not even an ituendo
which we ceuld suspect the religious or political cxeed of the writers.” —
Edimbuvgh Observoe. ‘ : o

L
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 The present work seems to be executed with spirit and talent ; it is not,
as many such works are, a servile compilation from the labours of others. The
biographical sketches are original, and condensed with great neatness ; they are
generally seasoned with a due portion of the writer's own remarks, which are
generally liberal and just. 1In short, we have no difficulty in recommending
the work as & most useful repository of general information, brought together
with research, and arranged with skill.”’—Caledonian Mercury.

¢¢ It is small praise to say that this dictionary supersedes all the prior com-
E:Iltwu of the kind ; but we have consaltéd a multitude of articles, and have

en surprised at the accuracy, versatility, and intelligence which they exhibit.
We must not omit to remark an important recommendation in a bulky book of
reference—its cheapnesa. Though far more copious, and carried down to &
mach later period, we believe the work does not exceed the 'price of the im-
perfect repertories of biographies.”’—Atlas,

« Mr. Gorton’s publication is altogether one of great excellence, calculated
to be useful to a large number of students, and deserving extensive popularity.
‘We may also mention, that it is sufficiently large to contain every thing neces-
sary, but not too extensive for the ordinary purposes of study, filling, in this
reapect, an open space in the fields of biographical literature.”’—Athengum. *

. 4 This dictionary is peculiarly valuable as a work of reference for the general
reader, o account of information respecting prominent characters that have
figured on the stage of life, being more its object than an alphabetical list of
individuale of various note and merit; and upon this ground particularly, it has
aclaim to distinguished notice. Impartiality is another recommendation, and
asfar as we have observed, this epiritis very creditably maintained throughout.’”
—New Monthly Magasine.

GERMAN LANGUAGE.
LITERAL AND FREE TRANSLATION.
In 1 vol. 8vo. price 10s, in boards,”

SELEQOTIONS from the MOST ESTEEMED GERMAN
AUTHORS. With a Double Translation for the use of Students on the Ha-
miltonian System. The German and the two trauslations repeated separately’
for the purpose of exercising learners. .

¢¢ Here ample provision is made for every possible evolution of teaching and
exercise. We can safely recommend the work to all, but especially to young
persons, who are desirous of acquiring this most useful and important lan-
guage.”’—London Weekly Review. .

*4® Large Allowance to Schools and Private Tutors.

ITALIAN LANGUAGE. o
. Now ready, in 1 vol. 8vo, price 14s. boards, e
SELECTIONS from ITALIAN PROSE WRITERS, com-

mencing with the easiest sentences, and ascending to extracts from the most
classical authors. With a DOUBLE TRANSLATION, for the use of Stu-
dents on the Hamiltonian System. The Italian, and the two Translations,
repeated separately,.for the purpose of exercising Learners. ¢

¢ Here tlie learner has a ready clue to the labyrinth of a literal translation,
whilst at the same time he cannot but mark the distinctions of the two lan-
guages, and become more conversant with the peculiarities of the foreign
tongue, by contrast, than if left alone to pick out with unnecessary toil each
singleword. * * * We eamnestly recommend the work.”—Weskly Times.
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS NOT
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES.
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