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RECOLLECTIONS

A THREE YEARS SERVICE,

&ec. &c, .
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CHAPTER I.

Second interview with the President Bolivar—His anxiety in relation
to the Generals Urdenetta and Arismendex—His determination to
visit Angostura in person—Embarkation for that Capital attended
by the Awthor—Voyage down the Orohoco—~Deportment and
manners of the President—His unerring precision as a markeman

, —Numg¢rous alligatore—The use they make of stones—The
River Oronoco—Snakes on its banks—Arrival at Garjos—Sur-
prised by the Speniards, who set fire to the town—Great peril
of the President and the Author—Their critical escape and sub-
sequent rencontre of the party with the Spaniards—Conduct and
treatment of the Indian trew-—Arrival at Angosture—Danger-
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} arrinpEp the Libertador early in the morning

in conformity with the orders I had reeeived the

preceding day, ahd found him employed in dic-

tating the answers to my despatches in the same

situation as T had seen him in the day before.
VOL. II. B
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Whes they, were, fimished . he..ordesad brenkfast,
whichhe, invited, m.- to. partake with, him ,alone,
3nd Lapmarked that he seemed particylarly nn-:
easy. 2yl restlesse, .k am thus, pargicnlar, becausa,
3% will, be heweaftes seen, these minutiee are some-
whet.connseted, with .othes supsequent. events of
great impgriance tp Abe Republig. Having perused
the. lettqys oyer, andiaverwhich I had delivered
him from ,Arlsmﬁpdﬁz,‘hg pressed me closely upon
two. peints s haw. General Arismendez was per-
- spnally disposed towards him, and why Urdenetta:
wag removed from. the gituation of general of - the-
division sent against Barcelona) He observed,
thet  as, the Geperal seemed, very solicitous : to
ePSprg: Ay promotion, I.was doubtless in his con-
fidencg, and,informed me that it. wauld be much
tghmy‘ futqre advantage tp -apswer him wu:hput
te}tmn ot concealment. NS

s, replied, .that I had net the. hnnour of Gemml
Arismendez’s. confidence - so . unreservedly: as , his
Excellency appeared to suppose; but I was
firmly cqnvinced ;that the. General entgptained, for
him, every sentiment of respect as the Chief of the
Repuhlic,and every regard for his.intengsts, which
from, his sityation. were so necessarily..embodied
with those of his country.. As rvegarded the dis~
missal of General Urdenetta, I ohserved,.thatithe "
repords. I had -delivered ‘to. hima.. of the.. military
investigation cof the. conduct of . that Jepder at
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Besbbioid budOumetia; woud mord coitdbti ddd
sefistactotily than it wakk in' my power’ 1016, de?
séribe the citise -6f Tris rémobal, Whick'wad 16t
the individual act'of 'AtistteAdez; but onty*sdfic-
tigned ' by ‘Hifn it Ms capaeity 48 Vide-president
f the Congress.'" He thed saidl,” yoo wete o 'thé
Apot; read the rrepdrtmaﬁa el the ifﬁt'i%lébrtbct‘
. Pdid so, and ans‘weré'd that i was:: (He rumi-’.
mated for sonie ‘time, atifl ‘séoed WostUsh' sthe
jintensity of his'thoughts,’ and as if ‘tncéhselous 6f
zbéing near any persoti; observed, “‘he must be
“ replaced ’y—meamng, as: ! p‘tesume Gétierdl Ur
deénetta. ' methe el
He afterwards desired 'meib ittform ‘Him"as 'Ry
as I could: of the operations of :the next campaign
of 'the British tegion, which T did; and'in thé end
he~dlsmxssed me very, ﬂattermgly, giving me . the
despatches and:one hundred-dollars to defx’ay any
* additional expenses I might have: to - incur,’ a&xd
ghook . me - by: the hand with the same warmth .
ahd condéscension as before.
" After taking leave of Colonel Mardyn'I set out
i for the baumks of 'the Ordnoco, whither a' courier
* |had been despatched to provide me with 4 danie!
' found' it preparing, and until-it' was' com- .
pleted ' staid at.the house of one of the mernbers .
'of the late New Grenadian Congress, to take some
-refreshment. T had not been-long there when a
&urier came dashing up 'to the bedch to inquire of
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the: Indians . he saw abeut the canog,i whether,
Lhad started. /Beingdirected to the house where I
was, he gave me a letter from Bokivar, command-
. img me tp wait until his ‘Eixcellengy joined me, as
he had camei ta the detsrmination of returning ta
Angosturas himself, .instead: of writing. In about
three hours he artived, ;and orders were immedi-
ately given for 3 ¢amoe. of ' the Jargest class to be
prepared for his comveyance. He desired me to
give up the despatches, and to attend him in a
short. walk, while the hoat was got ready. During
the ramble, -he questioned me as to the  popular
opinion in Venezuela of the government and mili-
* tary capabilities of Arismendés, and if-the. people -
admired him? I answered, that the manner in |
which I bad been canstantly employed since. my
arrival -in- the gountry, did not allow me to learn
the opinions of the people. We then returned to
the- banks of the river, and went on board with
Golpne} O’Leary, a young native officer, Lieute-
nant Porhandez, and the crew, our servaats, and
beggage. . In this comfortless: conveyance, great
pert of which was taken up by a eot slung- for:hjs
#xcellenay’s convenience, ahove thirty.persons ate -
und reposed during the voyage, excepking on
fine days, when we sometimes went on. shore to
breakfast and dine, and to take a siesta.*. When-

*.A slegp gegeré!!x enjoyed durigg the hottest pprt of the day.
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ever hid Excellency’ went ashore, he :invarlably:
‘ihvite me to share these repasts'with him, and
. sometimes exolusively $o, that. he might have w
" better opportunity of -questibhitig' tne uponr: anyi
! point he wished to-be made kndwn! te hini -con.'
‘cerning 'the affairs of ~Venezutla. i /At u very
.stage of the voyage:[L. thowght Ii could per:
_cefve that the government. of'my patron, General
Arismendez, would be of short duratioﬂ)' and my
gituation was one of extreme delidacy ‘and diffi-
culty, as T was unceasingly interrogated ‘as to his
inferitions, dispositions; and the objects he had
in view, by pursuing the' line:of eonddct be hard
marked out for himself. General :Marino also
‘seemed Tikely toshare:the same fate, 4s'Bolivar
did not hesitate to say, that: he would: ratlier ety
other officer in the country had the command -of
the troops' during his absence: than him. Odt
'miedld generally consisted of dried: beef or tassao,
‘plantains, biscuit, wine, and-Londonbottled' pord
ter, of 'which last Bolivar is remarkably fond, ‘and
had a good store with him:.  After refreshing him:
gelf with these he would immerse hinsélf in told
spring watet for some time, and when ‘hé bad
re-dressed ~himself, apply wet cloths ‘to - his* head
for several miinutes, which 'is a favdurite dustem
with him. < When we took’our mbals ashoré, hé
would not unfrequently amuse and exercise him-
self ‘by' gbing into' the wobds after dinner, to-shoot
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a'fow small birds;{ and: he is- decidedly the. best
shot'I-‘ever saw. - I have never seen hih missa
single bird; abthough' he has brought dovm at: least-
tWo hundred itmly presence.)- '

‘These - little: excursiohs ewer,: he: would very
rarelytindulgé himself with'a cigar, tbut this is- a
- practice’ in which be seldom: indulges, nor is he
prone-to drinking to dn excess. His habits in this
respect are usually of an abstemious nature, owing,
48 is generally believed; to' the alarming effeet
which exditement of: such a nature -has upon him.
He has been upon some’occasions delirious for
days, and his faculties suffer severely- after similar
acts of indiperetion. .

- Qur ‘progress during- the. first four -days was
unvariegfl by any kind of- incident or accident ; and
as the President was - nearly.all the time either
asleep, - or deeply- involved in - his reflections,
feom - -which neither’ of our -companions cared to
arousd--him, our time’ was passed -in as. dull a
mianner 8§ could be imagined. The (scenery om
either-side of the Oronoco during this part of: our:
journey ‘was not calculated ' to afford - pleasure, a8’
#was nearly a level, unornamented with anything:
t0 attract/the eye. There were hundreds: of my:
oM acqiraintances the alligators, who were usuallty
tobé deen ‘lying on the top of the water with
. their- mouths -open, - ever :and- anonclosing - them

- with: a horrible -crash- upon-some hidkless fish,
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which the; fosee of  the ourrent had . connayed, ipte

them, .Eni the..couvse: of thel voyage .1 -hadram
opportarity, ofiaseartaining al faet coneerping thawe
creatures, which .1 doyeet necoldeat, 19 haver o
sarved : in r.thes naywal history,:of ithem. 5, The
(In&ians' toldeme that, pravieusly 4o, their goingiin
|searehy: of preynthey: always swallow. a.stone,
ihat, by the additional.weight of.it,.thay may. hg
-enabled to dive with: theigreater delgrity;. and.srag
j whatever they may seize. undet . the. water with
l them . with . eéhse. .« Thevy have 'fmquﬁnﬂfy “bebn x
{ known .ons-this-.river, where they are, exceedingly
ilarge:and i rapdcious, te'draw.men ;and horses, in
‘an instant out of sight. Not giving #mpligiticredit
‘to this. statement.of.. the: Indians;, I determinedr to
ascertain if\it were,true; and mentjoned. my inten-
‘tion: to. his ‘Exocellenay, who assuned. .|me:the
+ Indians: were .corvect ; - and, for the: sake.of amuse-
" | nment, .consented; to- shoot ,s0me- {o..convinee g
Thaiionly parts.where. they are vulnerable. .tp
snusket+shet,: ate on. the dirty: white . part.of the
-skinalong the chest and abdomen, and ip.a sphee
iof ahout: three inches in breadth behind each: ear;
‘Fhe: former - can. seldom : be - aimed ./ b, dad e
sherefore, tried at.the latteri Baolivanjiwhesemim
wras. oertain, . shot .aad killed ! seweral: with a.rifle,
in all . of - which,: when: opened, were found stanes,
vayying in.: weight- decording te . the .mize:. of - the
.animal, The laxgest killed: was about .seventeen

Al
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feet in length, ahd: had within him ajstoneiweigh-
ing about sixty-or seyeaty peunds. The Indians,:
- 'whese eccupation obliged them -fo be always om
the river, on clese to. its banks, said, that:they.
have frequently observéd the young ones in the:
morninge awallowing small stones st the side,:
under the shelterof the wéed, before they searched.
fov their victams, and depesiting them at' night in:
‘a place of safety, -

T have never seen this myself, nor have I ever met
with any person but the Indians whe bave asserted
that-they have; and I bave sometimes doubted
whether .these calouli are ot secreded in the sto- .
magah. (Ll‘heulhgatom arevery cbstinate, and would .

never move;out of the way of the.cance, unlessthe . °

crew made g tremendous shouting;; 'whick, when- -
there was @ great nember of them, .they preferred:
doing, to.-avoiding them by -steering in another
dizection. {They told us that smell canoeshad been
upses hy these creatures) which is not very impro-
bable, as they are of so slight a construction as to:
repder capsizement a very easy matter. -
Fhe river Oronoco.is supposed to. be the deepest:
and most extensive in. the world. It varies in
breadsh aceording to the sitnation. -At Angestura, .
which is the narrowest and most shallow . part, :it |
is above a.mile and a half across, and has upwards :
of .en¢ hundred and twenty fathoms weter. Thougly :
above three hundred miles from the sea, thé: eur-
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ret is‘here:.at all timés extremely strong and

rapid;" but:dii the rainy ‘seeson its velocity is
amazing, 'and its rise very great. At the capited,
:it has beeas known to rise above one hundred feet
:above its ordinary level at- these peridds. - Conse-:
.quently, .dusimg the wet .veasons, the plains are

completely inundated, and the cattle are forced to
seek :the more mountameus parts; which they
occupy till the waters have subsided. :From: An.
gostura the river runs through an extent of comntry

, of more than twe thousand miles, acoording. to the
_computation of the natives, expanding itself* into

majestic. branches, :which-meander' in serpentine
forms- through the delightful: provinee of Varinas,
whith it-fertilizes, ‘while its beautiful banks every-’
where - digplay the richest vegétation, and beyond:
théem 'is seen the most enehduting and diversified:

scemery. : Its depth on ull parts of-its branches is' -
equal tb amy species of mavigation, and on’ its

‘bosospare:several secure and commodions harbours. 8.}

/Fhe. mumber of': snakes ‘which infest the banks:
of this majestic river exceed all idea, and many'of
thes pre .very Jarge and dangerous. Coiling theni-

.selves -on - the extreme ends of the protruding

branehes_of trees, they watch a favourable opper-
tunity of dartiag npon the passengers in the canoes,.

andy if they sucoeed in biting, death often ensues.

The mode of passing up the niver, from one port
to anothér, is commenly in cances which have &

\
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tnido,» and lare ithpelied -by the: Indiana,.who.sit
twio jabreast with. petidies, with.cotwideralile $wift-
ntgs: When proeceeding from- Venkruels.to New
Genada; rwhiehoiscbermed going!f-upwvards,1thoy
always -kdop mear theyside. of the river; to.avoid the
force: of : the: eurrent ;; bt .in-descending, they.ad
sedulously.rpresesvethemidway, where they have
the full /henefit-of ats: strengfth, by whieh-they come
down m a day and night, without labour,.a distance
which:s wonld roccupy:themn three. days and.mghts
ta pagsin the reverse wayi.

(On the fifth day we amived opposlte to t.he xhttle
towm: of «(anjos; situated sebont:a mile: from rthe‘
hamks of the rinen, whene hws Hxeellency intended :
toi rast :fors the night:) +We ' accordingly went: on '
shore; and entered. the towny: which, consists of.a -
single plaga, with afountain in the centre -of it, -
and having twa narrow:stres@ runnipg east.dnd
weat;en each side of the .plaza, froxa which thxae
other streetsin opposite directiens hraneh.intp the
square. - [ ishould suppose it'is abeut: threeihun.
dred)yards:;long and about twohundred dnbreadih,
Weadound no diféculty in proguring excellent.quary
ters; asthe inhabitants awvere decidedly. it favour.of
thve republican:interests, and the Alaalde.gave his
Enicelenay a:respectful and cordialiregeptioni|t
sadtisupper-oun host informed . us,. that.a partylof
Spaniards; uider. Colonel de Rissy: had plundered’
the. tovwni of, alb; the: spaae,nandcmeny other valu-
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able wt/contuined thait wds portable; and had driven
| off :adl.the: catile only-a few; daysibefore;. and his
‘ fpm-ty wefbﬂstlll saspeoted oft being in,tié neigh:
‘‘pouthood,) },) ‘It subseguently appedved/ thut. they
wereiclose to'it, andhad received inellizence: of
Bolivar's movementsy- for'in: the might: they: em+
tered: Garjos, which had ' never- beforé : epenly
evinced- itself so hostile to themlas to -entertain:a
" republican chief;, with an intention of destroying
* bothohim and it. In'ithelatter they 'were but:tow
successful, and but narvowly missed::acoomplish-
ing their objeot with regard to the President.
-#We had:retired to our:repose, after.an ‘evening
* bpént-most ‘agreeably with: the: Alcalde; who was-d
man of ‘enlargéd-mind-atid liberal opihionk, in the
only two rooms vaeant:in the house ; his Excellency
and myself, by. his desire, in one, -and- Colonel
O’Leary: and the Lieutenant. in. the other. «.The
Fadians ‘hed been left to sleep near. the:ecanoe,
" ‘which' is" their- common practiee, -and : we were
therbfore . left entirely without any guakd. :After
j midwight the Spaniards entered: the town; and-des
manded of the principal inhabitants the persbn of
Bolivar. They went to the Alcalde amongstithe rest)
whopersisted in denying all- knowledge of hig being
in the-town," but ' refused to.open: his deers; and
submit his house:to.a s_eax;ch.' *The:enemry: finding
thayi werg likely-to‘lose the objectofitheir pursuit;
fixed upon the-most:effeetual method of distedging
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him. - They at onde set fire to the thwn,and | sta-.
tiened themselves -at the streets leading from it, to’
pevent his: egress, ' ‘The houses being chiefly
composed of wood; were mot slow in cotisuming,
_and the fire communicated  itself rapidly to ‘the'
house we were :in. His Excsllency slept in s
cot, - whidh. had" beem brought up from the canoe
and sluag for him, and I was enjoying a sound
pap in-a bed prepared “for me, when I- was,
awoke  by.a loud and: continued.rapping at the
door. I opened it, and found a female 'servant
sent by the Alcalde to apprize us of-the danger,
and to give us; -a disguise each, to ‘assist in our.
escapey. She had previously been 1o’ the-chambet
occupied by O'Leary, mistaking it for the one
tenanted by Bolivar; -and. he; together with Poru
nandez; Had gome out of . the house.'

(1 vainly endeavoured to’ arouse his Exceﬂency to
a semse of] his situatien: He was, from thefatrgue
of being in the boat,: sesount asleep, as fo renderit-
a-matterof doubt if Ishould even get him out of the
bouse. Twenty minutes it ledst weve taken up in the
attempt; and when ¥ hedd lifted him out ‘of thei cot;
and’ had even shakdn him violently; he wis scarcely
awsrenb hisdanger; but having a cotifused notion
o beingsursounded by the: enemy, ‘he''was aboud
to ly. inithe state in whichrhé had: lefthisbed. P
stopped him, and urged the nebessity of his equips
ping himself in the disguise the servant had pro-
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-vided; .and of his-besring a-part.of the papers. he
had . with him, and some «of the .dollars :he had
h'ought in bags for his usetin Venezuela. I could,
not.imiuee him for some time to listen $o me; for
‘while.I bad. turned about te collect the share for
him to carry, he had gine fast asleep sgain. The
sgovant .was too mueh:alarmed: to render much
asgistance, and 1 feared toientrust her with the
papers, lest her fright:should oceasion the loss: of
them: At length;. with her help, ¥ got him dressed

in the clothes of a native woman, which his figure

‘did not ill. .suit, and tied a portion of what ‘there
was to carry up:in arug ercounterpane, and slung
-it to his shaulders, and took my.own share fastened
up in a capote: This settled, I desired our eom-
pamipns to seeif the way aut of the house was clear;
but the instant she opemed.the door of :the room,
21 volume of ismoke, followed quickly by flames,
‘burst into: the room. ' The delay which had oc-
‘emsred had given. time for the whole of the lowdr
part of the huilding to be on fire. No.other chance
of) eseapa. was left but that of jumping out of the
window, . which we did, first threwing our Burdens
out, and leaping upon them, at the cost:of:only a
few. contusions. The unfortunate female who had
boen the gause of our escape broke her arm,. and
gtherwise 80 injured herself as ¢o be unable to fol-
low NS. Tocau'y her mth ounleadswasxms

i
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sitle, and we were therefore obliged;- fur-the wake
of self: presetviition, to-abendon her to her'fatg) | .".
"‘The whole'town was' by this time'in a state of
conflagration; and several of “the streets, which -
were véry harrow, wete masses' of fire, as. the
fliines quite:réached flom' one 'side to the .other, :
and at eviery other outlet'the Spanish cavalry were
drawr-up 4t 3¢, lancing every individual who
attempted to- eseape. - The only way left was to
rush’:through - the fire, which his Excelléncy was
about to do as fast as possible, when' we remem~
bered the fountain, and'I requested him to-allow: .
nie'to' dip his' large capote, which I had thrown'
over hir, init. Hedid so0; and having completely -
saturated it, with my own at the same -time, we
covered ourselves with them, -and:ran with all the
speed our-burthens would allow us to use, through
the fire ; -and though our faces were much scorched
and our eyebrows singed off, we managed to reach
thé éanice,” which was lying out:a few yards ftom
the beach, with the secretary on board, who had
rebolved’ to wait for us till the last moment, in the
hope of our-escape. They pulled-closé in shore to
receive us, and we got on board; but our move-
ments had - not escaped - the observance of: the:
Royalists, a party of whom had closely pursued us
ffum the ‘opposite street to the one we had escaped
- by, and had seen our precautionof wettingourcloaks: .
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{py the dight whichi shone:full.on the plaza. They
ad to gide sound. the. thwn,,ang, . fortnaately, far ns;
didnot- come:hy the -mest. gireat way e thatqpart
jof\the beach where: the canoe lay.:, They, plunged
mto the waterup. to.their ;horses; chasts, and qng
of.them,.move engen. tham.the remaindey, swam his
honse aften the: camos; whilethe others stopped and
fred a;volle;y'at'uswibh their parbings, by which the
poor Indians suffered sevetely. They ware paddling
_.with all the strength they were capable of, when .
" several of .the bells struck the gunwale of, the
cante, and .the.splinters' lacerated \.their naked
bodies dreatlfully, but only one of. them was killed,
Bolivar.had takenithe precaution of lyiag down in
the bottem of thehont, and therefore wasg in,little
danger. .- Colonel Ojeary was  slightly burt by a
ball grazing/his tample; and the Lientenant had hig
hat. drilled:in several plages; hut this: was all the -
injury we sustained.) . "
,Meantime the  Spaniard, who had spuxrqd his
e on.without mercy, never stopping tp ascers:
m: if his comrades backed him,. came.¢lose:up,
{and Pofirades, who was.alwnys inclined far: fralic,-
‘said to me,  Let us pull him on board and.keep-
him.”: Heealled.to usto surrender, and we threw.
"his flance. on one side, and .pulled: him .ipto the
"canoe :by.the collar, leaving the horse to, swim
baok .again; ifthe, pleased. .The poor; fellow. was-
terribly frightened at the denouement of his ad-
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ventdre,'and begped curmestly fir his'Nfe ; bit be,
wiis' otdeved -t be givd. up: fo the Indians, who
-soon despatched him, after we bhad- guined the
liedle' intelligencé he ¢ouls afford ~ug, . The water
Ml now got'intoowr boat, -Hnd we: had - some
dimeutty inubalelng id owt iwith owr hate and
@¥inking wWasels) Bt by ‘eotitinued - exertions ‘we
Méptit: under till fe Mbenisg, »wheti vheleak was
wtopped. ‘Fhe Indikwé- still writhiag ugder- she
pain “whichi '¥Hett' woutids created, :could : not ‘be
induced to proceed as fast as was consistent with
our safoty, and Bolivar: being anxious to escape
the clutches of the Royalists, urged them in a
gheut measure beyond their strength, which loss
of blood had diminished: Indeed to so great a
pitch was this exertion carried, that two of them
- gxpired during the night, although -we had not
nude meat' the progress we commonly did. The
President wished the bodies to be thvowm over-
botrd, bat “this- the whole crew were-detetmined
not to do, and declared that they would -prefer
itstant death  to complying with sweh an order.
This arose from ‘e idea of ‘the transmigration: of
© Sowls, which is' prevalent among them, and the
bélief thdt ul' bodiew thrown into the rivers or sea
&Y' Simged - rto ialligators ‘and other vapsicioes
fiitisters, - whé yprey -upon thosé who- Mave 8o
Sovimitéed them to. the Meep; in' vevenge for the
utihatural ‘niode  of “disposidg: of ' their ‘rémMins.
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Finding that 40 oppose their inclinasions would he
wde-,ndsuh’eotustom!edmgez his Excel:

Jemcy coneented. . -

.#On landing, abont.our waltune of hreakﬁut
we weat into a.thicket, in order. to perform the
‘Sameral obsequies_of the. poor Indians, and apei-
dentally fell upon one of the tracks made by the
cattle through the .brushwood. This being the

'most open apot that could be found, it .was

pitched upon by the crew as the burial place of
their departed comrades. While they were pre-
puring the. grave, his Excelleacy and . Colonel
Odeary, who bad gone ashore for.the sake.of

. exereige; and mysalf, took a stroll along. the path,
-acoompapied by .Pomandez, who was ‘chaunting

a ludibaous kind. of funeral: dirge extemppre, and
twrning: everything he saw, and all that was said,

iith. ridicule.. . We were all amused: by his prat-

tle,- and hetl walled farther :than shad heem. ing
tanded; ; when - he. suddenly .ran - forwand .2 (gpod
dintapchiwithout, saying a word, and disappeared

“in.the winding .of the path. . Bolivar now.tried to

shopt, ome birds, but-as.he. cquld .net find anpy
e was ahout to. setura to the. cpnos, when

. hleary romapked the. abspnce of .our companion,

ad we bupied owmeelves.in conjectures respecting
the .egnse of it. ‘We.lopked. in ewery digection
through . the. slepder .opepings we ;could.. find
through:the Atees, but,conld not discover anything

VOL. 1I. ° C
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of him. Presently one of the Indians-came up
breathless, and being unable from terror and ex
haustion to relate the cause of his preeipitancy,
motioned that we were pursued . by Spaniards.
Assured that there could be no danger in the
direction Porpandez had taken, or he would bave ;
returned te tell.us. of it, we: concluded thdt they
must, have fellowed the course of .the eanoe along
the banks during. the. night to wait for. our landing
#t any place. .The agitated: Indian; repeated his
motions with increased vehemence; and - several
broken. exelamations. scarcely intelligible, and we
prepared . for. instant combat. At this moment
we saw the Lieutenant veturning, leading a horse
through the long winding path, with a lancer tied,
across the animal’s. back, with his head and .
heels downwards on each side, seemingly hifeless.,
Alternately looking at s and behind him with great
anxiety, Poxjandez soon joined us, and having
inotioned us to come apart from the Indian, guickly
tnfolded the mystery. While ehatteting to us he
thought he saw a red plume passing among thetrees;
just behind wus a little to the right, and determined
to go on and ascertain if it were so, without mens
tigning bis.suspicions, lest he might be deeéived.
~ 'Wiph -that intent he sprang ferward, mot baving
‘abserved any.path through the brushwoed: aswe
had passed along, until he reached a narrow pass
to the right, and along this he cautieusly went. for
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some distance till he again canght sight of the red
plume, and now no- longer in doubt, he only
‘studied how to get near enough-to'the wearer - to
‘bring him down without firing, as the repert would:
‘have betrayed us to the enemy, who he was cer-
tain were not far from us. - Advancing on his
bhands and knees, with his drawn sword in his
‘mouth, he got by a cross direction into the track
of the unsuspecting Spaniard; who was looking
all ways but the right for the objects of his search.
Here he waited till the soldier rode past him, when
‘with one stroke he brought him to the ground,
and seizing the horse, and placirig the body across
i, he retraced his steps to us w:th the same
caution,
~The lancer was not dead, though weakened and
faint by excessive lgss of blood, which had flowed
in torrents from a deep gash at the back of his
head. Upon being questioned, he told us that he
belonged to d serjeant’s guard, which was sent to
scour the wood, besides which there were scouts
in all directions, and a large detachment in
; close  pursuit ‘of us from Garjos. This'was ap-
* palling intelligence to us, who, thougb well armed,
‘were so inferior in nuymbers as to render the
chance of escape hopeless. * What shall we do?”
“exclaimed Bolivar. < Turn loose the horse while
I-dispatch this fellow, that he may not diselose -
what he knows of us if .found,” said 'O’Leary, =~
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«s and follow me.” This done, we took the: arms:
of the prisoner, and creeping under the thicket.of
the brushwood, Wwent on in a retrograde direction,’
to endeavour to get back te the cance. After
proceeding for some minutes in this, way, we
~ heard the sound of voices not far from us, and the
Indian, -who had been kept with us in advance
lest he should - be taken and tell the :path we had
chosen, screamed with affright. This of course be--
trayed our situation -to the enemy, and in a few
secords they were as. near us as the thickness of
the brushwood would allow theirhorses to approach.
With an exclamation of triumph and joy théy dis-
charged their carbines.and pistols, but, as we were-
still well sheltered, without hitting any of us)
© The Indian now began to make violent efforts to
escape strangulation, which the pressure Pbrnan-
dez had kept upon his throat ‘to -ensure his silehce .
speedily threatened, and upon being allowed to
~ breathe, he essayed to call the Spaniards, with a
-view no doubt of saving himself at our expense.
Finding that either he or the whole of us must be
sacrificed, Bolivar ordered him to be effectually .
silenced. The Royalists were now endeavouring to
hew their way through the thicket, but their horses,
goaded by the thorns, refused to obey, and . their
¢levated 'situation rendered them good marks for
us. “ Let each take his man from the right,” whis-
pered Bolivar, ‘‘and after firing, retreat to the left
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Ahrough the wood.” Their fire was now returned,
.and rendered cautious and steady, by the sense of
- .the danger we were in : it was with deadly effect,
-and.at the first discharge, four of them fell. Made’
‘half mad. by this destruction,  and irritated at- the
assurance the report gave them of the smallness of
-our pumber, they. grew desperate in their attempts
-to force their way upon us. This loss of coolness
‘operated much to our advantage, and served- to
-throw theém into confusion; while the efforts of the
.horses belanging to those who had fallen, to escape, -
increased the uproar, and they were in general
-disorder and perplexity. Taking advantage of this,
a double volley from our pistols was now resolved
upon, and each taking his object as before, " they
were - quickly reduced to the same number as: our-
.selves. . The Colenel now exclaimed, “ Thereis but
-man to man; no more bush-fighting is necessary,”
and rushed out. The rest followed, and we stood
before the remaining portion of the enemy, who
‘had dlsmounted and now rapidly advanced upon -
us. P?mlandez, ever ready, let fly a- bullet-from
the’ carbine’ of the Spaniard he had taken, and
‘killed one of ‘them on the spot. This forced our
-antagonists to pause; and finding that our steadi-
‘ness threatened to bring them all down in speedy
'detail, they wheeled about to fly. But just as they
-had so done, to our astonishmént and horror we
.saw’ fen others, wlio had been' attracted to the spat
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‘ by the firing, advancing towards them. The flying
‘Spaniards rallied, and joined the reinforcement,
to charge upon us; and it is difficult to concelve;
a more hopeless or unequal conflict than'that we!
were now exposed to. Our opponents were thirteen.

to four, anid determined, for the sake of the reward

they knew would -attend their 'labours, to secure

Bolivar. To increase our difficulty, our ammuni-'
tion was expended; for not having anticipated

such an occurrence, we had negligently left all our

ball-cartridge in the canoe. We had nothing but

the shot used for killing small birds to fire upon

them, the effect from which through a thick cover

was very doubtful. All but Pdrtpandez had a

fowling-piece - and rifle barrel on one stock, in the

form of a double gun. The fowling-pieces were

loaded, and an extra charge of shot put'in them,

and the Lieutenant, who determined to do the bu-

siness effectually, loaded his nﬂe one-fourth the -
length of the barrel;

Thus prepared, we waited the near approach of,
the soldiers under the cover to which we had crept
upon first seeing the relief. It seemed to be a
matter of doubt amongst them whether it were
best to dismount or charge on horseback, and while
. they hesitated and looked for the spot we were
in, we seized a favourable opportunity and fired
straight to their faces. The dreadful torture pro-
“duced by such a discharge may be easily imagined;
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eved :blind ' awd ‘furious, -those who were.
uhded .obstructed the.passage of the others,
d unable themselyes to recede kept their com-
ades from advancing. The men who had escaped
~effects of our fire now fled, and taking a horse
‘each we galloped off to the banks of the river and
got into the canoe without further molestation,

.. We pursued our route, but the Indians were
,m.w:h inclined to be mutinous, and at.one period

.even threatened to take us ashore. By preserving

a good watch on their motions, and threaténing
‘with:instant death the patron if he steered within a
certain distance of the banks, this danger was.for
the present overcomé¢. The death of their com-
panions was not however forgotten, and they only
waited an opportunity to revenge them. Some
hours passed without any cause of alarm, and we
hoped that we were now free from any further
attack, as the part of the banks of the Oranoco
opposité to us was .covered with woods which
the Indians represented to us as ahsolutely .im-

; penetrable, and they were ‘believed to be so by

Bolivar. It proved otherwise in the end))

Night came an, but it was beautifully clear atid
éerene and nothing could be heard tv interrupt the
‘stillness but the splashing of the paddles and now

-and then the plunging of the alligators. The at-

mosphere was temperate, the sky calm and cloud-
Jess, with afirmament like that which overhangs the
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shores of Italy, and the.bright silvery drb of:the:
moon was reflected with atlditienal splendout frony
the -majestic stream over which we glided. - (His.
Excellency)- whom the events of the preceding ~
night and morning, .and the. anxiety which _still-at
times was entertained. lest:the attempt upon his
life should be renewed, together with the mur-
murs of the Indians, had conspired to keep awake,
after two or three hours of gloomy silence -felt
inclined for conversation to cheer. away the time
which hung heavily upon-all: Hefhad just broken
out in a rapturous strain of admiration at the’
beauty of the.scene, when suddenly a tremendous
volley of musketry was :discharged at us from the
banks, although fortunately without effecty = -

- ~Bolivar immediately laid down in the boat and
ordered the patron to- steer for the opposite side
of the river, which he at onoce refused to.do, and
the whole crew'made an'effort to pull for the shore
occupied by the enemy. Colonel O'Leary remon-
strated to no purpose; and his Excelleney finding
that unless something was quickly done to inti-
midate them, we should be given .up to the Spa-
niards, ordéred us to fire upon them. We obeéyed,
and- three of them were. shot;: the patron:rose, and
by a sudden blow of his paddle knocked the secre~ .
tary. overboard, upen whieh he was instantly shot,
and- the others -nbw.rese in order ‘to upset -the
eanoe, on whichAFor_nandez ‘jinoped:in amongst
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em ;- agid wish the aid of Bolivar shet kwé more;
Mlmwcmmwmmm Phe: .
otlidrs were now beaten ‘inter comsplianoe- withy ou!
wishes, and we gbt out of theeachbf the entimy's!
shot. - No- other! molestation takimg pieed; weiam:
‘rived in two days at the: Pudblo de:Marco; where:
thercrews of ‘the canoes Wwere:nisually welieved::
{Here we obtained-a: fresh bet’ of Indians; and -the
President sought-the meansiof pumishing the late
crew for their treadherous conduct.::'Hé applied.
to : the ‘Alcalde of : the place,: who had them appwes
‘hended, and a fow dollars ‘silencing all scruples; -
if any were eniertained, he-had . them' executed!
instantly, without the least form .of :trial. ~This
point arranged, we proceeded; and did not meet any
other - inferMiptiontill we came to' Angostura.i. 1 >
iTwo days before we~ -arrived)there a: laughablz
occurrence took place: to myself, which subjected
me for the time to a little danger. (Lieutenant
. andez; who ‘was remarkably fand of a joke,
m pursuit of which he was in the thoughtiess-
ness of the ‘nioment indifferent to:censequences, .
took advantage of our going ashere- to:Brealefast -
to-play a trick ‘upon me.: When 'Bolivarhad:
left: the canoe with:his: secretary, I was beft:in~it
fon-a- few mwaments in search of soms ipart: of
ounseating: equipage,.' ansl/Pornendew « took: advan-
tage -of this1ta-bribe. the two Indians ' who: wepre
with eee torupset the cahoe; fort tie sake of giving -
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me a: ducking. ‘They did 80, and I was afloat ih,
the midst of sevén or eight.alligators who were at
mo great distance fram: me. The Indians being.
more expeit, had righted the.canoe.in a moment, .
and-were ini it Jeaving. me to shift for myself. It:
may be imagined thdt I did not wait long before I
comnienced swimming to -the shore,” which. was’
only-a few yards from me. ‘I'never before made
meote strenuous. exertions ; infive or six strokes I
was on the beach; and-even dhen ko greatwas my
horror of the' animals that'F.could not, although
feeling myself on the ground, avoid making the
same motion ds 'in swimming. Luctkily the alli-
gators .were ‘not hungry; they had, I presume,:
made their mofning’s repast, -and permitted me to
escape untouched. Bolivar was muclf displeased
atithis joke, and'l must confess that I was not in"
‘& good humour, ‘though T could not refrain from
langhing at my own ludicrous 'haste to get away.
I am however 'sorryto say :that the punishment
awarded by the President was' ‘more than .com-
mensurate with the fault.” The joke cost poor
'Pbmnn&ez, who was a brave, generous, and good-
natured :young mat, very.dear ;: for his Excellency
never:suffered ‘him to .rise' a ‘grade higher in rank,
‘and utterly discountenanced him ever afterwards.
Phis so -preyed.upon his' mind that he shot himself:
a short time after, but not effectually. "By the
assistance of a .skilful surgeon he recovered, and
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subsequently went with me to Margarita, where
he remained till his strength was perfectly re-
stored; and I had the happiness of seeing him
united to an English lady of tolerably good pro-
perty, and finally settling with his fair partner
at Halifax, in Nova Scotia.)

1
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CHAPTER IL.-

Reception of the President at Angostura—His cordial meeting with
General Arismendes—Removal of the latter from the Vice-Presi-
dency—Effect of the enthusiasm of the populace on the President.
Doctor Roscio succeeds Arismendez—Opinions entertained of the
conduct of Bolivar—His project for the Union of the two Vice-
royalties into one great Republic, to be denominated Colombia—
Papers intercepted by Morillo—Indecisive conduct of the Congress -
—Conduct and character of Gemeral Montilla—Application of
the British troops for their pay—Spirited behaviour of Colonel
Blossett—A duel and its consequences—An issue of pay to the
author—His appointment to another naval command—The fle-
cheras—Origin and character of the Sambos—Instructions from
the President—Captures several Spanish vessels with small 1oss.

ON the 16th December 1819, we reached Angos-
tura, after a passage of eighteen days. The won-!
‘der which the unexpected arrival. of his Excel-
lency created in all classes is inconceivable.
Having long been given up for lost with the whole
of his troops, and all idea of the establishment
of the independence of New Grenada being relin-
qulshed his fame rapidly augmented) when, with-
‘out the least announcement, he appeared among
them with additional power and increased re-
sources. All ranks hailed him with the greatest
enthusiasm, and hundreds flocked to the shore to
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receive him. As soon as it was known that he had
arrived, guns were discharged to salute him, fires
were lighted, and couriers employed to announce
to all parts of the city the landing of the * Liber-
tador,”. and he was triumphantly welcomed by
every demonstration of joy that could be mani-
fested, and borne on the shoulders of the populace
to the government. house.
/Ge/neral Arismendez had just departed on a
short excursion relative to the building of some
{ vessels a- few miles down the Oronoco, and had.
‘landed on the opposite bank when the.guns com-
menced firing the salute. - Imagining that some
couriers had arrived with despatches that required
immediate attention, and that the firing:was meant
as a recal to him, he hastily returned; and. was
nearly among the first persons of rank who re-
ceived Bolivar in the grand hall of the government
house. As soon as they met, all the fears I had
entertained respecting the welfare: of my staunch
supporter, ‘Arismendez, were dissipated. . Bolivar
advanced to him with the ‘strongest ‘marks of
iesteem and cordiality ; and evinced. the ‘same ap-
parent affectionate joy that he would have shown
.on’ meeting a brother from whom he had been
. iong separated. -He embraced the General, kissed
“his veteran cheek, encircled him in his arms, and
‘pressed him to his bosom repeatedly, exclaiming,
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ds if with the warmest delng:ht, “Mgmndo
General.”*.

A sumptuoua entertainment was: instantly or-
dered by the General, whe with his wonted kind~
ness and consideration invited me to it. His:
Excellency retived to recover the fatigues of hlS\
journey and to prepate for the banguet, and I was'
left alone with Arismendez, who: naturally wished:
to be-informed as to the réception.of his despatches
_ and the suddén return of -the President. I gave
all the information I could, and ventyred to ex-
press the happiness I felt at seeing his Excellency
so friendly disposed. towards him ; but I imagined
I comld perceive that Arismendez had not so much
faith in his professions as I had.) We separated
till the time appointed for our assembling at
dinner, when the same conduct was observed by
Bolivar as before. All the officers, both British
and native, then at Angostnra, the members of tha
Congress, and all private persons of rank, were
there, to the amount of above five hyndred. The
hall .of the government house, which was im-~
mensely large, and the other lower apartments,
were - splendidly fitted up for the occasion, and -
bands were stationed to play republican tunes
during the festivities, which continued till a late

-

. * My beloved General. o

’
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hour. { His Excellency thanked the Britisk officers
en masse for their services, and bestowed on
ithem the warmest eulogiums. He then ordered a
:briezo to .the midmory of his lamented Rooke, 1o
‘whom,” said he, I owe all. my recent good for-
ttune‘ ir New Grenada, and Venezuela is indebted
ffor the preservation of her President, and will here~
after have mainly to attribute her liberty.” After
jmany flowery speeches had been made, the usual -
; Republican toasts given, and the custom before
:descrlbed of demolishing the glasses, had been
gmply complied with, his Excéllency, uninfluenced
by wine, which he had used sparingly, retired
with General Arismendez to transact somwe busie
ness, leaving the party to emoy itself as long.as
ras agreeable '
‘The next dzy seemed to demonstraze the httle
dependence which could be justly vested in. the
professions ' and .embraces . of the Libestador:
Arismendez, who had during the.interview on ithe
preveding: night, with his natural  candour :and
honesty, fally developed all his previous actd
iwhile in the office of Vice-President, and detailed
the whole -of his plans and intentions with regard
to- the iensuing campaign, was, befove twenty4
four -hours, had. elapsed from thetimg .he .was
_pressed to the bosom of the President; dismissed
from his office without.even a cause assigned. It
‘was admitted that his government had been most
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judicious, that.his expenditure. had been ema-/
mical and. discreet, .that all his- acts. had been)
extremely beneficial to the country, .and, in.fine,,
that he’ was . unexceptionably fitted .for the .office!
in every particular, save that.of not entering;
so. readily: as could have been wished into .the
views and feelings of others. .The day after.the
arrival of the .Libertador, the Congress was or-~
dered .to meet at. two.o’clock, and the President,
who. had been closeted from an .early hour with .
the leading members .of his.own party,. amongst
~ whom 'was General Urdenetta,. went superbly
dressed in the uniform of a French field-marshal
in procession to.the hall.. At the entrance a
curious scene took ‘place, illustrative of the en-
_thusiasm of the populace and the effect it had
on the sensibility of Bolivar. ,The immense con-
course which - had flocked to witness the pro-
cession set forth loud and reiterated cheers, and!
this..manifestation of . their regard for the Pre-:
sident induced him to turn about, ere he weny
into the hall, to. make his acknowledgments. He
-commenced ‘a long oration, which was at every,
period interrupted by their acclamations and-ex-
pressions of fidelity. .His Excellency.at len
exclaimed, ¢ These affectionate people quit
overpower me,” and. fell as if fainting, upon whic
the foremost' of them eagerly ran to raise him,
and in their struggles for the honour of supporting
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the“Libértador, the rich dress’ he wore was ‘so
tmuﬂawd* that" he was obfiged to 'return to his
chathbeér to equip himself'anew® ' =
- BHviag returned; the business of the day com-
jeeticed, and the fivst thing proposed fir the con-
siderationioPthe Corigress, 'wds' the nomination of
wihew Vice-President, ¥’ Gereral ‘Arismendez’s
services were seprésented to'be reghired in another
direction.! Arismeéndez, who had ‘scarcely an hour
before received an intimhationt to that effect from
Bolivar,  did' not -attend. He was’ superseded by
Pr Rpscis, an old superamuated mian’ énfeebled
by debauchery, and who had’ never done one act
fo qualify him' for such a’'post but that of paying'
the most cringing homage to Bolivar, dnd implicit
pbedience  to his commands on ‘all occasions,
fariy- of ‘the: former members of the Congress,
;wbme -inchinations were suspected. to be not so
warm towards the views of the President, were in
Yike i madiner: displaced; and - succeeded by others
wisoconld ot be doubted.y »
1o give a reasonable colouring "to. the 'trans-
waon ‘and At the same txme to furthe: lns owh

A i ol ! Ny

d s i bymo meatis an uncommon vecarrence. Ihave w'it-
Mtbu& Haintings upon'public occasions, and many officers
‘l'l'mhd semwed with hini in New Gresnda, informed me that
d{?{g(l’“e fecurred three qr four times; a day, upen. entering
" towns where hls presence was halled wnth the same degree of

~- eilé’wsl sn%
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private objects, while it seemed to afford a satis-

faction and value for the services of the late Vice-

President, the latter was appointed General-in-

chief of the Eastern district, where he had not the

slightest interest and was scarcely known, in the

room of General Marmo who was a host within

himself in that quarter, from the number of his

friends and the extent of his resources. The last-

mentioned officer was dismissed from the service

altogether and put upon the peace establishment,
‘bging superseded in the command of the British\
Legion and the native troops attached to it, by their

old friend the weak, indecisive, unskilful, and’I
avaricious Urdenetta, in opposition to the former;
decision of the whole Congress and the opinion'
of the people in general.,)

I shall not presume to give any opinion of my
own upon the conduct of the President on this
occasion ; it will be sufficient for me to state that
which was entertained by men of the first talents
in the Republic, and by the ‘most distinguished of
its officers. By these, his measures were con-
demned as impolitic and ungtateful, as it was
well known that the exertions of both the dis-
placed officers merited a much better reward, and
that those who had taken their places were unde-
serving and incompetent to succeed them. Indeed,
a great deal of the popular favour seemed waning,
as'almost every person capable of thinking at all

-y
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was inclined to censure severely the removal of
Arismendez, who had much éndeared himself to
them. They knew that his great assiduity and
industry had restored the chaos of their affairs to
a system of order and regularity; that he had
fought and' bled repeatedly in their service, and
that his purse had been ever cheerfully opened to
their necessities, both individually and collectively.

It may seem strange that Bolivar should have
treated the'General with so mich warmth en their
meeting ; but it was accounted for by those most
able to judge of it, on the supposition that he
wished to gain every information relative to the
measures adopted by the Vice-President during
his absence, and to glean all his intentions for the
future good of the country. He might then select
any part of them he pleased, and, by acting upon
them, make it appear as if they were his ‘own;
and his duplicity and the ingenuousness of the
General having accomplished thus much; he would
be ‘able to throw off the mask with safety. Jealousy
was also one of his motives for wishing the re-
moval of Arismendez and Marino, and the resto-
ration of Urdenetta. When Arismendez received
the reins .of government, he had, as has beén
already shewn, found its affairs in a ruinous state
of disorder, from which he recovered them. His
natural talents and unceasing efforts to improve

the state of the country,” and enlighten the -
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minds of its inhabitants,—which even, in the con-
fusion which then reigned, induced him to form the
first plans for the education of the poor, which were
ever ‘adopted in Colombia,* and to give a taste
for the cultivation of the arts, and the promotion
of commierce,—had also rendered him popular and
conspicuous. He had likewise manifested the
greatest generalship in his military arrangements;
and the troops he had raised by conscription, when
united to the British legion, would have.speedily -
subjugated every province of Venezuela, if they
had been permitted to act according'to the way he
had pointed out, and had remained under the com-
mand of such a man as Marino. The Spaniards
would. have been forced to capitulate, or would
have been driven into the sea; and this effectual
and speedy consummation of the freedom of the
Republic. would have materially raised them both
- in the public estimation, while Bolivar would
have been partially forgotten, or lessened by
his absence and. ﬁon-participaﬁon. This the
latter very clearly saw; ‘and when he had ascer-
tained from the despatches, and the information I
had given him at Bogota, the means they had
adopted, he at once resolved, be the -ulfimate

-* These plans have been since adopted, by persons now -in
power in Colombia, and represented as their own.. They are in
some manner acted upon, but not to the extent proposed by
Arismendez. '
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consequence what it might to the interests of the
Republic, to remove two such meritorious and
enterpnsmg rivals, rather than that they should
gain any renown in which he could not have the
- principal share. By restoring Urdenetta“to his
“justly lost rank, he well knew that he could rely
upon certain movements being in strict conformity
with his directions, even if he were obliged: to
return to New Grenada, which was expected. ' The
energies of the troops would, if necessary, be
repressed, as they had been during the previous
campaign, that the inhabitants of Venezuela might
believe that all their good fortune was owinf to
the able management and skilful generalship of
the President alone.

Such were the opinions entertained by the prin-
cipal persons, civil and military, then at Angos-
tura, who were not bought over to the interests of
the Libertador. I will niot vouch for their correct-
ness, but will leave their probability to the candour
and penetration of the reader.-

Having thus removed them, his Excellency next
‘proceeded to alter all the line of operations framed
by these Generals. The@estination of the troops

‘was changed, and they were ordered to the plains
Lf the Apure, to join the cavalry of General Paez,
instead of proceeding to the city of Caraccas,
which they were first .to.have attacked. This
~ done, he prepared to open the most colossal of his
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intentions to the Congress, at its next meeting; .
namely, the union of the two Vice-royalties of |
New Grenada and Venezuela; under one head and
form of government, to be styled the Republic of
Colombia. This was carried in the senate by a .
small majority, which he had taken care to ensure
by his weight and party influence, and that never:
failing source of corruption, bribery. After three|
days occupied in arguments for, dnd in opposition’
to the Union, a proclamation was published un-
der the title of the Decree.of St Thomas of An-.
gostura. It ordered that the two countries should
be united, that the Congress. of Venezuela should
be dissolved after. the expiration of -its. present
sittings, and that the next one formed should be:
appointed from the inhabitants of both Vice-:
royalties, and consist of an Upper Chamber, or:
Senate, of fifty members, who should be elected
for a period of eight years ; also a Lower Chamber,
or House of Representatives, of ninety members,
to be elected for four years. The whole to be de-
clared the General ‘Congress of Colombia, and to
be holden for the convenience of the members of
both Vice-royalties, at Rosario de Cucuta, situated
nearly on the confines of each, for the first time in
the month of January 1821.}

#Various were the opinions entertained as to thé,
policy and propriety of this union. Bolivar’s own
party were violent and enthusiastic in their sup-
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;port of what they termed the stupendous project
of his heaven-inspired genius ; otbers, who could
‘not foresee its disadvantages, looked upon it as
{likely to produce neither harm nor good to either
‘country, and only attributed its formation to a
vain desire on the part of Bolivar to distinguish
himself as the founder of so extensive a Republic.
Many, however, even among the more enlightened
-and impartial, were strongly averse to the measure,
condemning it as calculated to create serious con-
tentions and bloodshed between the inhabitants
of the two states, and to drain that military assist-
ance and support from Venezuela which it so
‘much needed for its-own defence. It was well
‘known that the Venezuelans were never friendly
inclined towards the New Grenadians, and the
:latter were not even peaceably disposed to the
former, having made repeated efforts to sgbdixe'
‘and exact contributions and submission from them.
Yet :strange to say, though many.men of great
talents and local interest and power entertained
and adhered to these opinions most tenaciously,
scarcely any of them had the  independence to
,publicly avow them, or to oppose the union at
the proper time and place.) It was only in their own
private circles that they even acknowledged them.
The biography, or the history of men’s private:
actions and motives in times of revolution, often
form a most disagreeable and humiliating study.
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It was curious to observe how 'idly formed, how
"stubbornly held, and perniciously maintained, we
the principles of many of the leading men of
New Republic, and how perverted were the ta.lents‘
of others; how :easily one half was baffled and:
~ embarrassed by the alarms created -by - the : re~!
mainder, and their energies suppressed by the!
fear of acting in such a manner as to .incur|
the displeasure of the chief and ‘his party. Many,i
scarcely firm in their pursuits through the dread’
of being detected in. their .intrigues, .laboured:
to . preserve a show of consistency, .by 4an un-r
usual degree of noise, and endeavoured.to dispel:
the . apprehensions which 'would obtrude upont
them, as children in the dark drive' away the:
imaginary visions of sprites by whistling and
shouting., That -some few: of the. Republican
chieftains were staunch and geénuine patriots, was.
however unquestionable; and it was the more
creditable to them, as they had to contend with a
host of persons with whom the welfare and: inte-
rests of the country were of secondary considera-
tion. It was fortunate too for the Republic that
~ the few persons who opposed the leading party:
were possessed of too much interest and power to
render them insignificant opponents; and that
although their resources failed to,ensure the ésta- -
blishment of the foundation.of the future benefit of
the people upon the best and broadest basis, they
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stilt held in check the sinister’ arts of the chiefs,
supported by the majority. (Had it not been for
sach’ men as.Paez, Montilla, Marino, and some féw
more, the Republic would have changed its appel-
lation for that -of kingdom, years since) The
paramount party were certainly destitute of the
fine feelings which théy edntrived to gain credit for
by the representations of their numerous friends,
who ‘were in the habit of sending garbled state-
ments of the conduct and 'disinterestedness: of
thiose -whose cause they espoused to the Ame-
rican, Jamaica, and other newspapers, that they
might gain’ extensive circulation. ‘This fact was
too- well - established in Veénezuela, in the early
part of 1821, to admit of a doubt, 'by the circum-
stance of many of the original documents falling
into - the hands of the Spaniards. Being cap-
tured in the .vessel ‘which was conveying them
to- their destination, they were delivered to Mo-
rillo, who, after -having perused them, returned
them to the owner with a sarcastic apology for
their detention.
‘A more -absurd, contmdlctory, tessellated set of
prmcxples than those adopted -and maintained by
! the Congress in -general, or a moré vacillating
body of men than the majority of its membels; was
perhaps never congregated together by any hazard.
Oold ‘and mysterious in the political questions
which should ‘have been agitated with generosity
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and confidence, they were unreasonably severe
where forbearance and mildness were necessary ;
while the unjustifiable peculation of their individual
~ friends was uniformly overlooked. The affairs of the
country were treated with reserve and openness,
caution and rashness, liberality and penuriousness,
as they were influenced by the interests or caprices
of the various parties to which they belonged. So
deficient were they in decision, that/a simple ques-
tion relative to the building of two flecheras, for\
the purpose of guarding a particular point on the!
tiver, occupied them five days in continued dis-!
cussion, and was finally adjourned till the new,
Congress should assemble, in consequence of one !
party wishing them to be four feet longer than the'
other.) o
:General Montilla, brother to the Colonel of the,
same name before alluded to, was exceedingly
indignant at the manceuvre of uniting the two Vice-
royalties, and, unlike many others, had the
honesty and independence to express his feelings
at every opportunity. Born at Caraccas, of equal
descent with Bolivar, and feeling that he had
made at least as many personal sacrifices of every
description in the cause of liberty as the President,
he justly conceived that he had a right to oppose a
measure so likely to injure the future prospects of
his country. Possessing the most unbounded
attachment to the independent cause, without the
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least 'desire for his own advantage, he could not
bear the idea of having the affairs of the Republic
carried from its own bosom to be debated in New
Grenada, whose inhabitants, he could well see,
would form the chief part of the intended Con-
gress, and - monopolize all places of profit and
honour under the government to themselves, in
ronsideration of the aid given to Bolivar in esta,
blishing the umnion. Aware, too, that it was
proposed to hold the Congress at Bogota, the
ccapital of New Grenada, after the one which was
to assemble at Rosario de Cucuta was adjourned,
jhe saw that the principal population .and wealth
‘would be gradually drawn from Venezuela to the
1geat of government, and thus his own ceuntry
“would be inevitably impoverished. He therefore,
.whenever the matter was in discussion, took ad-
: vantage of his situation as member of the Senate ta
" denounce it and its promoters, with the greatest
.severity, as persons endeavouring to enrich
themselves at the expense of the community at
large. Upon one occagion I heard him, while
‘pointedly and emphatically addressing Bolivar,
‘directly tell the latter that the next thing he
would aim at would be to form the republic into a
monarchy, and raise himself to the head of it.
Montilla possessed a brilliant flow of eloquence,
with a disposition to ingenious satire; and hé did
not fail to employ a good. deal of bitter .sarcasm
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during these debates, which must. have been ex-
tremely grating:to the feelings of those to whom it
was applied. He was a brave officer, a sincere-
friend, and.possessed very comprehensive talents,
with a mind and disposition perfectly correspond-
ing:. To the brave, undaunted character of the
soldier, he added that of the.mild, unassuming gen-
tleman, and the noble-minded patriot. Few men
ever deserved higher rewards. from the.people of
Colomb#a than he.did. He is now. unfortunately
no more, and when he died his country suffered in
him. a severe loss.
. My worthy friend, General Arismendez, having
received his dismissal, could not take any part in
the debates, and therefore did not attend them.
He had been allowed only thirty-six hours to pre-
pare. himself for his departure to the scene of his
future exertions, which were understood to be the
formation of a body of native troops, similar to that
he had so successfully raised while Vice-President,
the merit of which now .passed into other hands.
These troops were to be trained . immediately and
sent to the plains of Apure, to join the Libertador.
I saw the General for.a few. minutes before he left
the city, and received from him every prdof of his
friendship that he could bestow. '
~It having ‘been understood that Bolivar had
ob!nmed considerable wealth. by his expedition. to
New.Grenada, and -that his resources were aug-
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portion of  the' advantage should be applied. to-
wards the liquidation of their arrears, ‘as they had
freceived very:little pay since their arrival in the
untry; and as to rations, it has been alteady shewn
czw they were supplied. A memorial was tliere-
fore framed in the most respectful terms, addressed
to his Excellency, praying that their pay might be
given them ; but although their present necessities
and past sufferings were. powerfully depicted, it
\falled to produce the effect hoped for, or even to
jprocure an answer. The men then became clamo-
rous, and would not march till satisfied.  In this
‘emergency another memorial was drawn up, which
'Colonel BNaseftundertook to present to his Excel-
Jeney in the name of the Legion, and to- obtam a
direct answer at onccb
.~ With this intent he went to the Government-
bouse, to request an audience of the President, and
\wlnle waiting in an anti-room to fulfil his- object,
'native Brigadier-general, not remarkable for the
iberality of his sentiments towards the British,
‘who had learned the purport of Colonel Bloasett's
visit, remarked that the English troops were never
|satisfied, and that he-hoped his Excellency would
;treat the second application as he had done.the
iﬁrst The Golonel, whose temperament was warm;
and who felt for the men under him, retorted

Fenﬁed to a vast extent, the British troops thought
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sharply, and an altercation ensued, which he could
only put an end to by desiring the attendance od
the General, within five minutes after he hadt
received the answer of Bolivar, who now consented

to a partial payment of the arrears due to the:
Legion. This point settled, the Colonel with- .
drew to keep his assignation with the General, in

which contest the latter fell severely wounded ing
the neck)

/ﬂns incident, although it may seem trifling, as
being the result of a personal fracas, operated very’
powerfully upon the situation of the British then ini
the service. Previously, if any complaint escaped
them, it was treated with contemptuous mdlﬁ'erJ
ence, and they had been several times mdmduallyj
insulted ; but now that a spirit of resentment was’
so seriously manifested, and followed up by seye:
ral challenges from the junior officers,—who had re-
strained their feelings till the example thus shown
them—and that affairs occurred in which three or.
four of the natives fell, a greater show of gratitude
was maintained by the inhabitants, and the Legion
was treated with much more respect. It having been’
whispered among the soldiers that Colonel Blogsett *
would be made to suffer for the late event, they
all expressed their determination of compelling the
authorities to restore him to them unhurt ; but they
were paclﬁed upon his returning amongst- them,:
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and the arrival of an assurance from the President,
that in a short time all their wishes shOuld be
complied with,’

Acting upon the advice of Arnsmendez I had
regularly attended -the levees of the Libertador,
who had done me the honour to notice me in a very
flattering manner, and had informed me that he
should soon have occasion for my services afloat.
However, as yet no offer had been made of any
pay, and I most severely felt the want of it.
Seizing therefore a favourable moment, I ventured
to intimate that my arrears would be acceptable,
expressing great regret at the length of time which:
bhad passed, and must then elapse, before they
.could be all discharged. His Excellency presented
me with an order upon the treasury for 100 dollars,
asum which I had reason to remember, as it proved
the only pay I ever received for a three years ha-
rassing service and a broken constitution.’

/A considerable time was now taken up in balls
#nd feasts, given by and in honour of the President,
"and little was thought of besides the enjoyment of
(the moment. When however satiety succeeded:
ithese pleasures, in which, as may be supposed,
the intellectual share was but small, the prepara-
tions commenced for the campaign in the plains.
Flecheras were ordered to be built, large supplies
" of stores of all descriptions were sent for from the,
‘United States, and every inducement was offered
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to the natives to enlist in the service. TRe latter!
measare was not very sudcessful; but the officers’
of ' the government were despatched .to the niearest .
towns to the anticipated seat of warfare, to recruit,
ond the British legion was orderéd to proceed to
the town of Achaguas, which was appointed head-
quartets till further orders should be issued)

(The day was now named for the departure of)
the- President for Achaguas, an island formed by ,
the river Apure, containing a town of the same
name; and the night before he left Angostura; T :
was sent for to attend him. I obeyed, and received
an ‘appointment to the command. of five large fle-
cheras and ' a -sloop, with orders to protect the
trade of the river Oronoco, dnd to attack all vessels
bearing Spanish colours that I should fall in with
during my cruizes. . This little squadron had
been commanded by “a very gallant English officer -
named Binghani, - “who had done great service to.
the'country while in this command, and who had
fallen' in a severe engagement with the Royalist:
fleet, in which, however, four or ﬁve of their sh:ps‘
had been taken. '

g’l‘he fleehera is a species of g'un-boat pecuharly Ve
adapted for shallow wateR; while they are very
safe at sea. - They yary in size from about 36 feet in |
length to 100, and aré exceedingly narrow and s!mp,f
the largest. of .them -drawing’ little “more- than 'a
foot of water at the heéad. fl‘he smallest usually -
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one gun, a 12-pounder; the second rate, a

g 18; and the largest have sometimes two,

& 24-pounder and an 18. These guns are mounted
 swivels, and are very useful either in chace or in

y other situation, from the ease with which they

‘are worked)and at.the same time, although they

- are of a very light construetion; cause no percep- -

tible effect on the boats, as the recoil is princi--
pally. confined to the stanchions which support
them. (ﬁl‘e first-rates have commonly three move-
'able masts, on which are hoisted what are termed
by English sailors shoulder-of-mutton sai@; but:
thie smaller ones have but one mast, and carry a
large square sail. Their sails are however but
(seldom hoisted except at night,) as all their move-
ments are conducted with the utmost secrecy ;
and whenever there is light enough to descry a
sail, unless extraordinary expedition is required,
they are worked with paddles in the manner of the
bupgas.  Those placed under.my command were
‘of the first class, and each had 120 men, chiefly
‘of the Sambo tribe, mixed with a few Indians, and
:the sloop had forty-seven Englishmen on board, and
3twenty—three blacks, making in the whoie a force of
'680 men) exclusive of three officers. With this fleet
an active persevering officer could annoy the enemy
much more than with as many frigates, as the. fle-
cheras possess many advantages of which a large
vessel is destitute in shoal water or river navi-
VOL. II. E
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gation. They will lie in any httle creek unper- -
ceived, and when a ship passes them they dart
across like an arrow, and board her mstyntly.
When a superior force to their own s going by, they
first discharge their guns with great precision, and
then, while the enemy are still in confusion, ascend
the sides of their ships with amazing rapidity, and
often ip one rush sweep them clear of their crews.

, Flecheras of war are always principally man-.
ned by the Sambo blacks, who are selected for,
their bravery and ferocity, amd are characters
of the most desperate description. Their lives,
during the war of the Revolution, were passed in
one contimued scene of plunder and murder, in’
which they seemed to -delight. They are the
deseendants of some of the unhappy Indians who
were the sborigines of Venezuela and New Gre-
pada, and composed the remnants of their unef-
fending countrymen who escaped the vast sacri-
fice of life which was caused by the avarice and
brutality of their conquerors. By the Spaniards,
this unhappy race had been allotted portions of
labour in the mines, far beyond their strength; as.
the Indians, notwithstanding their good size and
muscular figure, are very weak, and incapable of
severe toil,'while both their dispositions and naturak
qualifications render them more qualified for a life
of domestic quietude and inactivity. (Finding,
thevefore. that they were incompetent to work the.
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mines effectually, their avaricious énslavérs anan-
alfy imported quantities of Negroes from various
parts of Africa, who were more. imured to laboar;
and from the unior of these slaves with the remain-
der of the native Indians, sprang the Sambo_s) who
are chiefy remaskable for their desperate courage
and thirst for blood ; which qualifies rendered
them a dreadfal sconege to the Royalists during the
war-of-extermination.’ (fr: person, they differ but
Nvery slightly from the original Negroes); their
colour is but a shade Jighter, and their kair pre.
cisely the same. The features have also the same
claracteristic fortm. They are msensible of danger,
. and, being fatalists, never yield to any adverse cit-
cumstances, however appalling ;. buttheir mherenﬁ
.\~ eruelty is almost past be!leﬂ
/Such were the men wassdestined to-command ;
but ¥ must do them the jistice to say that they
‘were, except on a few ocedsions, very obedient and
tractable. This might have arisen from théir de-
sire to have British officers, which is in them, like
all other classes of natives, very observeble. While
‘ander: the wative chiefs they have been stubborn
‘and self-willed, and mdifferent as to the issue of
their contests: indeed, they have been kmown to
bétray their officers into the hands of the enemy,
whose service they have joined ; but when led by
any of the British, they have behaved extremely
well. The chief trouble they gave me was to
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prevent them from cutting each other’s throats,.
which they are sometimes apt to do .in their. dis-
putes, which generally arise out of discussions of |
their comparative merits in the service of Mars;
or Venus) - ' ~

The next officer to myself was an old Spaniaxd,
named Marichio, who had formerly held the rank
of .Lieutenant in the ‘Spanish navy. He had
much of the pride and indolence of his nation
about him; but was a staunch patriot in principle,
a very worthy man, and a brave and good officer.
Still, unfortunately, he had not the slightest
influence with the crews under him, who treated
him with contempt and derision, simply, I be-
lieve, from the prejudice they universally held
against his. country. Whenever a_quarrel arose
among those whom he immediately commanded, he
mvariably sent for me to quell it, and I found ne
difficulty in doing so; though so great was their
hatred to him, that any interference on. his part
would, in all probability, have made him ‘a head
shorter. On jeining them, they expressed the
most lively satisfaction at not having a native
officer placed over them, and obeyed every order
with great alacrity; but I had not been long on
board when the patrons or steersmen of all the
flecheras (who were in most instances the founders
of all the mischief that was plotted) came to me,
to request that I would send Marichio on shore,
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assuring me very seriously that he was a bad
fellow and would betray us to the Spaniards.
This of course I could not comply “with, had I
been so inclined; I therefore endeavoured to re-
concile them to him, and eventually made up

~ matters pretty- comfortably

/My general orders from the Congress, were to
/cruize about the river Oronoco, and to return to

” the capital every three weeks for further instruc-
!.tions. My private directions from his Excel-

Eency the President, were to consider his orders
hn preference to those of the Congress, and to
jfotward all specie I might take from any of my
' prizes to him, at the head-quarters of the army.
"1 now sailed, or rather paddled .about, waiting for
‘an opportunity to call the energies of my crew
!into action. I found that, although entirely igno-
_rant of navigation, they were very correct in all
i their o'perations.}\ They have no idea of a ‘com- .
'pass, but always steer in the rivers by’ little
notches and other marks cut in the trees, so small
that no one but themselves can perceive them,
g and when they have occasion to go to sea they are
- guided by some fixed star, of whose precise situa-

» The knowledge they possessed of the extensive range of
oast was truly surprising; not a tree, bush, or creek, did we
pass but they could readily distinguish it, and for each they had
a name, which was denoted by a sort of hieroglyphic cut in some
part of each of them.
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tion they have a good knowledge, and are rarely
known to commit an error in their reckoning.
Soon after I left Angostura, while laying up in

4

one of the numerous creeks where we liad remained:
all night, we were gratified by the appearance of;
three brigs laden with provisions and stores, in-
tended for the service of thé Royalist troops,!
which were easily taken, and their miserable’
crews put to death. I could find no means of
preventing this carnage, as my orders were too
decisive to admit of any omission: and I am firmly
persuaded that the employment thus made for’
the Sambos was the only means of retaining me
their good opinion} for nothing less than a full
satiety of their appetite for bloodshed can ever
induce them to be active, or to display their
courage. ‘fflere was however but too much work}
for them, for the Spanish vessels were continually:
passing and re-passing to and from their respec-.
tive destinations, and in the space of three weeks:
we captured two schooners of war, having treops.
on board, a corvette, and six small brigs, at the
loss of about seventy men on the Independent
s:de‘
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CHAPTER II1.

Asyivalat Angostara—Ordared to join the expedition under Cotonel don-
tilla—Encounter with a Spanish squadron—Ferocity and insubor-
dination of the Sambos—Opportunearrivalof the Independent Fleet
—Authar joins Colonel Montilla—Capture of Savanilla—Pursuit
of ratreating Spemiarde—Nearlysurprised by the enemy-—Spaniards
allowed to retreat without their armsé—Return to Angostura—
Rejected overtures of General Morillo, and the court of Spain—
Author captures a brig with specie on board—Sails for Margarita
—Chased en his retarn by a Spanish squadron—Manner of his
egcape—Ordered with despatches to Maturin—Author’s vaessel
surprised by the Spaniards during his absence—Loses everything
by the capture—Kindness of General Arismendez—Author nomi-
nated to the command of a fleet of flecheras—S8ent to Trinidad—
Description of the Rauchas—Sails for Margarita—Mests a Spanidh
vessel without the means eof resisting it—Stratagem to escape
observation—Arrival at Pampatar, to wait the arrival of General
Devereux. :

ON going to Angostura, I found that Generals
Arismendez and Montilla had been ordered to
join the troops of Paez, on the plains of the Apure,
and- here an union was effected with the small
division under General Soublette, who was, I
believe, a good soldier and a staunch patriot, but
his services were never materially demanded;
therefore his best qualities remained almost un-
known to the country at large. Colonel Montilla
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had also received the command of a force for the
purpose of attacking the port of Savanilla, at the
western entrance of the Magdalena, in which ser-
vice Admiral Brioh was ordered to assist him with
his fleet, and the troops destined for the latter
service were. then preparing for their march. I
also¢feceived orders to join the expedition under |
Montilla, and was directed to. sail immediately.! |
Taking a stock of provisions on board, I proceeded. ,
down the Oronoco and along the coast, intending .
to join the fleet, if possible, on its way to the scene
of action; but in the gulph of Triste I was met .
and  surrounded by a Spanish squadron of fifteen. :
vessels, mostly schooners well manned, which had;
been ordered up the Oronoco to clear the river of:
all the Republican ﬂechera}) I was driven by’
necessity to make the best defence I could against -
such a superior force, finding that any attemipt to
escape would be fruitless.

The: Sambos behaved with the greatest coolness
at first, and by taking deliberate aim managed' to
carry away the masts of four of the enemy’s ves-!
sels, and thus not only threw them into much!
confusion but killed many of their hamds, though .
it was at the sacrifice of more than a hundred : of |
themselves, who were killed by the constant fire }
of grape maintained by the Royalists. Seeing;
their companions thus. falling round them, the. fu-
rious Sambos could ‘no longer restrain themselves, 1
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(and encouraged by the patrons, they loudly called
‘for .orders to.board the vessels they had disabled,.
to ‘wreak: their véngeancel on the crews of them.
‘Such a step I was but too well ssured would be
e destruction of the whole of us, and therefore

- essayed by every means' in my power to prevent
Git. . In this I was unfortunately but badly se:
‘conded, as my brother officers, being natives, or
' Spaniards, had no influence with the men; Mari-
chio did all in his power to keep them back, and,
as usual, was laughed at.. Meantime the fire was
galling us dreadfully, and the patrons becoming
more. enraged threatened to shoot Marichio for
opposing them. (I therefore was obliged, as the
nly means of preserving myself and the re-
ainder of the crew, to give orders to the officers:

d: sailors to shoot all the patrons.  This done,
the others seemed: more inclined to listen to my
mders and manceuvred so- well with their guns
ithat, although hemmed:in.on all sides, the Spa-
,mands .were kept at bay, and so contiamed till
';nigbt favoured us, when we contrived to escape
through them:. When daylight returned, how-
lever, we found ourselves. still closely pursued -and
twithin, shot, but, using. every effort, we -contrived
to increase the distance between us and the
" enemy. At Jength, iwhile stretching across the '
mouth of the gulpb:of Coro," occasionally firng a -
shot at them, the squadron destined by Adaniral



v~

58 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE

Brion for the axslstance of Montilla, under the.

gallant Oaptain Chitty, hove in sight and bore.
down, being attracted by our firing: Cjntty

‘baving hoisted Spanish colours, the Royalists of:
course imagined that it was ;the resmainder of

their own fleet, and now made sure of taking the
whole of the flecheras. T had also, from the cir-
cumstance of seeing the Spanish flag hoisted,
made up my mind to be captured, from which I
could see no hope of escape.)

The(Sambos had got everything ready for a

‘last desperate struggle—not for their lives, for t.hey,

regarded them at all times as nought, and now.
gave them up as lost—but for an increase of
slaughter of their enemies, and therefore waited.

quietly till the squadron just discovered should .
come elose enough to receive the contents of their !
guns. They were rapidly gaining ground and.

approaching on our weather quarter, but were.
still getting nearer to the ememy than to us.i
Every moment was expected to bring us a volley/
that would sink our little fleet, and being anxious
to anticipate it,'] was on the point of giving orders

for the Sambos to fire on the new comers, when a’

- broadside was discharged from them, to our asto-

nishment not at us, but at our pursuers. Chilty,
being now near enough to effect his object, low-
ered the Spanmish flag, and to my great relief I
saw the Independent colours take its piace.\ The

\

-
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'Sambos gave a loud yell, and the flecheras now
joined in the attack, which was. warm but ef
short duration. The Royalists, finding themselves
flikely to be worsted, hoisted all the sails they
‘ :could and made the best of their way from us,
l leaving six of their vessels in oar hands) Chitty’s
orders being to join Montilla almost mstantly,
bad not time for a pursuit.
= (W © now proceeded to a little vnllage ) namcd
, Gazita, one league from Savanilla, at the entrance
\\of a narrow river, which had been appointed the
{place of rendezvous for the forces destined for the
’attack} The flecheras were drawn up on the
beach and there safely moored, and I took the
crews on shore, now amounting to not quite 500
men. A party of seamen also accompanied us
under a very brave English officer, Captain Noel,
while the fleet moved farther up towards the pont,
in order to commence the bombardment.

Afaving been joined by the force under Montilla
the same night, we marched early the ensuing
"moming to the outworks, to begin the ‘siege, A
Isomewhat lofty fortification, with strong bastions,

F ‘on which the port principally depended, was the first
| pomt we were ordered to attack, and the seamen and
blacks were directed to storm it, while the troops
marched round to another fort, the ships having
" by 'a preconcerted signal began to pour in their
shells incessantly. Being provided with scaling

| P




60 RECOLLECTIONS -OF A .SERVICE

ascended with loud huzzas, the Sambos, with their
deafoning .yell of triumph, following. A sharp
conflict ensued on the ramparts and in the streets|
which lasted about twenty minutes, when thq
Royalists fled. The loss was great on both sides ;\
- that of the Royalists, including the prisoners who
were put to death after the action, could not have
‘been less than 1,500. On the Independent side
it.mmounted to above 700, including 150 of the
Sambos. Soon after this place had been captured,
a New Grenadian officer came from Bogota, via
the Magdalena, with a party of volunteers in some
canoes, and speedily took: fourteen Spanish- gun-
boats at Tenmeriffe, which was a very essential
service at that period. ' _
‘Thefext step was -that of ensuring the obedi-
ence of the province for the future, to accomplish '
which, it was deemed necessary to march to the;
encampment formed by the fugitive Royalists;
and. either to expel them the province, or com-
plete their destruction. They were stationed
about four leagues from the port, of which Mon-
' tille had secured the undisturbed possession by:
a-treaty with the natives, in which they de-
clared for the patriot cause, many of them enroll-
ing themselves under his banners. The day after
this negociation was concluded, we marched after
the Spaniards, and came to a skirmish with them,

ladders, the sailors, who:were chiefly Englisbme:j
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they fled, -after having a few of their men killed,
land we pursued them to the verge of a wood
‘which they had entered, when the bugles.sounded
Z':)r us to halt. Here Montilla was guilty of :an
versight not usual with him, which had nearly
proved fatal to us all. - He ordered us to bivouac
_ for the night close to the skirts of the wood, in-
tending to return the next morning to the port,
§magining that the Royalists had fled from the
rovince altogether. We had, however, reposed
nly about two hours, when we were attacked by
the enemy, who had only retreated under cover of
ithe brushwood, in order to draw us into an ambus-
‘cade if we had followed them, and finding that we:
did not, they waited till we were all asleep, that
they. might surprise us. Fortunately for us (for
Montilla had not thought it necessary to post
piquets or to appoint centinels) the bank under
‘which we lay, and which bounded the wood, was
gcomposed of loose earth, and when the Spaniards
imounted to the top of it, it gave way and rolled
sdown on the native troops beneath, and thus
alarmed the whole body. Still their first fire
imade some havoc, and the attack which instantly
followed with the bayonet and lance must have
been more fatal, had not the sailors discharged"
their muskets and pistols, which threw the enemy.
into some disorder ; and the Sambos, taking. advan.

F:;hich' lasted not more than half an hour, when
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tage of it, rushed on them with their machettis,
and with the aid of the: seamen soon: drove them to
their old quarters in the wood, still closely pursu-
ing them. Meanwhile the Creole troops, in spite of
the strenuwous endeavours of Calonel Montilla and:
his officers to rally them, had fled, all but al
bard of two hundred Guerillas, who joined in thel
pursuit, which was continued the whole day.}*
Each body, undér its own respective leader, and'
without any chief, alse pushed on during the ensu-|
ing night, destroying all who stayed behind of the;
enemy, till at length, about noon the next ddy,!
both parties being completely overpowered with!
fatigue, were abliged to lay down .clese to eaeh'
other, without thie power of coming to an action,)

' The Spanidrds having contmued to move oo
while their strength aflowed them, at last, as if
by the general consent, fell down, deter-
mined to meet their fate at once, and their por-
suers ‘'were too weary to offer them the- least

violence. Here we lay above two hours under

the ‘agony of excessive thirst; during whick: inter-
val Captain Noel, General Gorima, the Guenila
chief, and myself, consulted as to our fature pro-
ceedings, when it was determined that we should
not let the Spaniards go unless they would lay down
their armis; and, if they refused, that v_ve‘shoukl
commence an dction as soon as the men were
sufficiently rested. It was also agreed that, as
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Gorima. was the senior officer, and a known brave
man, we should place ourselves under his com-
mand till we returned to Colonel Montilla.

The Spaniards beginning ta show symptoins of
a desire to escape without leaving their arms
behind them, Gorima gave orders for the attack,
which aceordingly commenced, not with much
vigour on either side; amd in a short time the

oyalists yielded up their arms, and fled with as -

uch - speed as they could, taking with them
twelve muskets, which we allowed them to retain
to kill cattle for their subsistence. After reiting
a few hours, we retraced: our steps, and met Colonel
Montilla, who havimg after much difficulty ratlied
Ihis troeps, was mavching after us) He expressed
himself much pleased at the manmer in which we
had acted, and kindly wrote a ﬂawermg aecount
of our conduet to the Congress.

The (whole pravince having been. restored to

I tranquillity; after a few skirmishes with those of

the natives who still adhered to the Spaniards,
my. business there was at an end, and (in compli~

‘dnce. with the orders I had received. from the
' Congsess, I returned to Angostura with my men,
‘mavy reduced to less than three hundred. I 'arrived
‘there the,82d ¢f March 1820, and found that.during
the time I had been away General Morills had
becoeme sensible of the danger of his sitwatian,

and in consequence had, in' the commencement
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of the previous. month, made overtures of a recon-
ciliation to Bolivar, on certain. conditions, ‘which!
were incompatible with the independence of the
Republic. To these,.it was reported, Bolivar was
inclined to listen, but that he was overruled by
the members of the Venezuelan Congress, who'
recommended that, as the Royalists were aware of
their danger, nothing short- of the acknowledged
freedom of Colombia should-be attended to) At
this time also arrived some commissioners from
the court of Spain, delegated td treat with the
patriots on similar terms to those offered . by
Morillo; but, as they had no. authority to acknow-
ledge their independence, they were not receive.
. /In my passage up the Oronoco I was, fortunate
enough to fall in with and capture a large brig of-
war, which had lost a great many of her hands
by the yellow fever. This vessel had a quantity
of specie on board, the property of the officers,
which they had obtained by their prizes. The money .
I took with me to the capital, and then received
erders to go to the island of Margarita, with de-
spatches :for the Governor-General Clementi. | I
departed immediately, and returned as sqon as the
replies were ready, with some property belonging
to General Arismendez, which his lady had sent for
his use, when I acquired the intelligence that the
renowned General Devereux was believed to be
on his passage from England, according to advices
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- received from" him; to-claimy his reward::for . the
troops “he had sent out. {On':my passage to the
, heapital 1 was chased by a strong squadron of
- {eleven vessels) sent after the force under Capisin
‘Chitty. Seeing me, their attention was diverted
from their original object, @d at the place called
the ‘Bocasses, from the several mouths of the
Oronoco meeting there, they endeavoured. to force
me to an action, but this was avoided by getting
into shoal water where they could not reach us.;
Finding that there would be little chance of ulti-
mately escaping without coming to an emgagement,
T deemed- it expedient tolet the men take a night’s
rebt it a creek into which they had taken sheiter, as
they were fatigued with paddling against:the force
of the current through.the Bocasses, and by: their
labburs for two days previously. ' I therefore an-
cliored ‘the sloop about two hundred yards from
the flecheras,’ opposite to them, and still kept a .
' good'look out.” The:enetny were not however in-
felinedto wait till the morning, but came in their
tboats, about twenty in number, ‘to the attack by
moon-fight, thinking perhaps to surprise us unpre-
pared. The watch on deck perceived them long
! before they came near us, .and we.had previously
1 got everything ready for their receptlon +The guns
cairied by the sloop (four 8-pounders) were hea-
vily loaded with grape-shot,.and having a remark-
ably strong boarding net; which I'had purchased

VOL. II. )
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at Margarita, fixed, while the crews stood ready to
receive them with a volley of musketry in addition.
Having ordered a Sambo to jump overboard and
swim to the flecherss; to apprize them of the danger,
and to direct them to come out as soon. as the
first volley was fired, I allowed the enemy’s boats to
come as near as I'thought proper, and then ordered
the men to fire. They poured such a volley upon
the Spaniards, that they seemed inclined to put
back, and upon seeing the flacheras approach they
soon fled.. The . Sambos were as little inclined to
let them go as they were to stay, and called loudly
for permission to put them to death,) Getting into
_ the flechera commanded by Marichio, I went after
them, and.captured six of the boats without diffi-_ .
culty, but the rest escaped.; .
I now went on board: the sloop, with the inten-
tion of going on to Angostura without a moment’s
. delay, as I knew the weakness of my force, and |
did not like. another attack by daylight, which
would enable the ships to work their guns upon
vs. . (Ere I arrived at the capital, I was hailed by .
a_corvette: belonging to Admiral Brion’s divisien,
ﬁilich had an order for me to immediately proceed
ta the town of Maturin, where his Excellency tbe‘{
President, . with Generals Paez and Arismendexz
then was, .to deliver the.despatches of General Gle~
menti to him personally,;and to receive .further
directions, I therefore went up the river ‘to the:

<
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rmeatest place to Maturin for landing, and took all
/the 'Englishmen who remained .alive (eighteen)
‘ashore with me, armed; giving a particular caution
o Marichio (whose indolence, 1 feared, would be
xproducMe ‘of some mischief), as to the necessity

lof keeping a vigilant watch, lest another surpnse
should be attempted.

T commenced the march through dm woods, in
which.¥ was forced to sleep that night beneath tor-
‘rents of rain, and nearly covered with the water that
rushed over us as we lay upon the ground, With
‘the aid of some pieces of sail-cloth whith we had
brought for the purpose, our fire-arms were kept
'dry, in the event of our having use for them. We
reached Maturin the next night. I found that 1
. Was reqmred to take the flechera-men to the plains
of the Apure, to join the division with which they
were intended to act as a party of pioneers, and in
any other way circumstances might require; previ-
ously te which I was to go to the island of Trinidad,
to rec¢ive a quantity of stores,. arms, &c. which
‘kad been purchased for the Republican government
in England, and contigned to MrHenderson. . The
Yiéxt moming I was to have started, but was pres

" vénted by the arrival of four or five of the Sambos,
who came in fatigued and wounded; to inform me
thit Mhrichio(Fad suffered himelf to be surprised,
andl that he and all the crews, except my informers,
had been slaughtered. 1 was now in an dukward
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predicament,.as I had.lost whatever Irpossessed—
clothes, meney, instrumenis, maps,:charts, jour-
mals, and: evesything else:' I had just the suit I
wore left: - I was therefore.indiiced ‘to ayailing iny-
self of a'rule, profdssedly-acted upan by the autho
rities.of Colombia, to replace the losses of officer
incurred this way ; . and made’ application to Boli-}
var t0 be allowedl te draw mpon.his Excellency forf
three hundidd dollars for my: present; wants. " That{
resourcethowever fiiled me)as he declated himself
without such. a-sum at-the imoment, and I was in
cotisequence - compélled "t - againp ayail myself of
the asaistance:of - my. ever: kind friend Arismendez,
who,. as .goon .as; he heard:aof - Bolivar’'s, refusal,
advanced: me double the . sum I bad reqmred from
the Libertador. .. L I

:My cbmmamd bemg thns anmhylﬁted I m,
under the- necessity of .soliciting another, and
was desired by’ his Exeellency. to go: with. Ggxi
narak. Arismendez to Margarita, where: the, latter
was-ordered: to- receive General Devereux. My
business. was -to' learn’if there was a prospect . of
thié arrival of any more troops; or if the supplies
of : stores and. arms which'had been promised by
him - were forthcoming. .= This ‘circimstance af-
forded..an excuse .for depriving General Arismen-
dez of his rank in the eastern district,” and he was
thas(thrown by degrees out-of office altegether,

(fhe General: and myself jstarted. at an early N
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penod for ‘Ahgostira, where we werée: to :provide
;ourselves -with a flechera for the voyage, ledving
i Bolivar :upon’ the' floint -of marching ‘to :Cucuta
jto. attack the /Royalists: :Boorl- after jous: arrival
ithere; Arismendez received: -additional orders: éx-
ipress-:from Bolivar|- to"assemble ‘all«¢the flechorss
{which were eruiging off the-coast «of Trinidad ' and
in the guif of Paria, and ¢o form them into.a fleet,
and‘give me the command of therh.: The good old
.General, with every -emotion of pleasure, hastened
gto put me-in posseskion of these vessels ; and with-
out waiting’ for the preparation of a flechera large
enough for our conveyance, toek a very small one,
twhiich he would insist was commodious enongh:
When however ‘we entered, with the General's

secretary, servants, and the crew, meking'in the
whiold twehty-six persons, with all our baggege;
in-a vessél not more than 30 feét long, we brought
the’ gunniel :withi' six inches-of the water: She
‘answered' very well while going along the. side - of
thé river, where there was but little current; but
fjw’b‘én ‘we came .to the Bocasses, where the swelb
was heavy dnd the force of the rapids stvong;: she
wis ¢otistantly full, and our whele time wasiotcu-
pled’iti baking ‘hers” and even'then, with all our
labout; we' could scarcely prevent her from:smk-
ing. In’ order' to' remedy this inconvenience, we
placed a piece of canvas; eighteen inchesdeep, alt
round the upper' 'part; 'but’ even then she woald
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not proceed safely, and the @emeral being now\
convinced of it, came to the resolution of putting !
oto Guiria, for the purpose of getting another;
where we were obliged to wait till one could be;
built, as there was none in the place. Here we:
received intelligence of a Spanish privateer cor-,
vette, with a brig in company, cruizibg somewhae
near; and General Arismendez felt it necessary to:
send me to Trinidad in the old flechera, with part
" of her erew, to. purchase & long- 18-pounder for the
new one. ' I therefore started, but was soon hailed
by the corvette, which fired several shots at the
flechera; but as it was very calm at the time,.
there was kittle danger of being captured. Unfor-
tunately for the poor Indians, a 12-pound shot
came amongst them during the chace, which killed
three of them, and rendered another helpless. By -
the increased exertions of the remainder, I reached.
the island in safety, and returned on the fourth
day, taking with'me two English sailors, who had
volunteered to accompamy me in the reom of: the
deceased Indians. They were of little use to me
in navigating the flechera, as the method is very
foreign to our mode of working boats; but my
object in takimg them was to have some aid if we
should again be astacked, which was not the: case;
and we reached Guiria without any accident, where
we found the new flechera. already Jaunched, by
the activity of the carpenters of the place, and the.
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\Indians left behind, who are commonly excellent
lworkmen The next. thing to be completed were
{the sails, which Arismendez himself undertook
ito cut out, and,. with the help -of the English
gailors, to maka o v
- “Two days, therefore, after I ratumed from
Trinidad, we again started: for the: rendezvous of
‘the flecheras, which was in a small creek in the
deep bight formed by the concavity of the western
coast of Trinidad, about nine leagues from the
Dragon’s mouth. It is known:only to the Indians
and Sambos, who had sought refuge there at-va.
rious periods during the war, when pursued by
the Spaniards, and had cultivated a small planta-
ition of. plantains, with. a few tropical fruits and
/ some mairve, to furnish them: with provisions on
ran emergency. Here all the flecheras were in the
‘habit -of meeting every twentieth day, to receive
|the orders of the Congress, and to make a report -
sof their proceedings. We arrived there.two days
before the usual time for their coming in, and were
obliged to erect a raucha to shelter us while we
waited. Rauchas are tents, which are erected in
South America by travellers 10 protect them from
the heat or rain; while resting on their journeys.
They are of simple construction, and the materials
of which they are composed are i most places
close athand. Four or six posts, aceording to the
size required, ave driven into the ground with
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cross pieces to support -the rogfy which'is made of
slight pieces of wood laid across the ‘supporters at

equal distances, and sécured by the claspers of a
large description of honeysiickle. = Over these are
laid the expansive léaves of the bean tree, the
edges folding over -each other, which effectually
keep out the rain. - When they are required for
any length of time, the sides are covered in the
same manher as the roof, with a door of similar
contrivance, and they will' then last for many
months with an occasmnal layer of leaves on the

top.

‘We waited here five days a.ﬁ:el’ tbe usual time
of the coming in of the flecheéras withoat seeing
anything ‘of them, and were in consequence ap--
prehensive that they lad either - fallen- mto the
" hands of thie enemy, or were lost’ in a heavy storm
which had raged two days and nights since our
landing. On the’ sixth day we were agreeably
surprised to see some of them: making towards
us, but fedrful that they might not befriends,
we received them with every -preceution, con-
cealing ourselves’ behind ‘the treés anil bushes,
with our arms presented, and the long gun loaded
to 'half its length with all sorts-of -thissiles.: They
iiformed us that they had been nedrly: Jest-on
different parts ‘of the coast, and had been drivén
out of their course, which had' caused the: delay.
The boats all Bore proofs-of this- statement, and
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‘were 80 much injured as:to require: repairing before
it was.safe for them to..venmture out to .sea: agair;
and as:this. woyld occmpy.some time, -and: the :ar-
_ rival .oftithe others.;was. uncertain, -the @energl.
\ thought it better,to proceed .to Margarita) as the
. dime. for his -amwival . there: 'was .at hand, leaving
them to follow .us.. . We thevefore:left Trinidad. the
following morning, and unluckily. encountered a
severe: gale the next day,. jx which we: were nearly
lost... The' flechera was so much. strained .and
made so much. water, that we had. no alternative
but to throw the gun overboard:to keep her from
sinking. After being driven almost .to.the island
of Tobago, the(storm ‘subsided, .and. haying used
all our..strength to regain our course, ‘the fourth
inight after :our..departure we.were. seen by a
| Spanish, . vessel, which. seemed .likely. to have an
easy..conquest, the med, being.too .much ex-
hausted. by. their fatigues during the gale to pad+
dle with any swiftness,: and. we had lost our. only
-means of defence, for all the. powder we had on
" tward was, too wet tobe used) The enemy were
not, it appeared,. aware of. our being. so near to
them, asfor. some time after Arismendez had diseo-
vered: them. with .his night ‘telescope. they did;nqt
use.any effort -to. come. up with..us, though they
were. steeriny, nearly. the.samecourse as ourselxes. -
The!crew having decjared their inability to use the -
‘paddles any. longer, we had hoisted. .the sails and .
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were endedvouring to escape before the Spaniards
could notice us.. The chance was but slender,
and the cansequence of our being. captured we
knew was. certain death, therefore the time was
one of some anxiety. Arismendez swept the sur-
face of the ocean with his glass every moment to
ascertain their movements, but still he did not
imagine they saw us, though they were evidently
gaining on us. Thinking, however; that we must
soon be discovered,(we agreed to lower the masts .
at once, making all that it was of eonsaquenceg
to preserve fast to the bottom and thwarts of the/|
flecheta, and then had recourse to an.Indian trick
often played under similar circumstances, which’
consists jn everturning the boat, leaving the bot-
tom upwards. Ourselves and the crew, as is the
practice, got underneath, and supported our heads
above the water, in the body of the vessel,—which -
afforded us sufficient ‘room -ta' breathe in,—by
holding the thwarts and ring-bolts: by which the
luggage was secured 2 :

‘Here we remained till we found that a boat
bad been lowered from the ship.to find out what%
we wete. The Indians, being excellent swimmers, .
were continually watching. every movement of
the enemy, till they came: so: near as to make it
hazardous for them to remain longer out of the,
boat. . With intense . anxiety we waited their

approach, but they did not come close to us, for
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:the officer seeing only the bottom of the boat,
,observed in our hearing that he supposed she
"had been upset in the hurricane, and that the
‘crew had perished. To our relief he put back to
¢the ship and sailed on their intended course, which
seemed to be to a little island called Coche, near
Margarita, where the Spaniards sometimes ren-
dezvous’d ; (and, when the Indians had ascertained
that all danger was aver, we righted the fle-
chera, and resuming our seats, reached Pxmpatar,
on the 16th May, in safety. ’\Madame Arismen-
dez) who was then residing with the lady of
General Clementi, (was.agreeably surprised at the
arrival of her husband, and a succession of en-.
tertainments was given by his friends to welcome
him, which served to pass away the time till the

' "arrival of the long expected Devereux.;
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Ar,nval of Genem},pevupuxrp&thq O’Mnlhnr—lppearance and dao
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portment of. the General—His splendid regunentals——Landmg at
Margﬁ.nta and ludicrous accilent—His gasconade ata publnc en-

* tesftdiviment—Nu¢Hor procedds’ with Génernl Deverent to King:
-1 - 'stpn, inJamajea—The Genarsl’s regeption. there—Author returns
.. to Margarita, and iy made the bearer of degpatches, to the Pre-

" sident Bohvar——Truce between the Independents and Royalists—

Varidus opinions as to thé'motives of Bolivar-—~Author eails in &

. ;emall sloop te peceive stores: at St Dowingo—Laptured by the

. Spanmrdq apd carried tn a settlement, in that jsland—Escapes by

connivance—Recaptured, .and carried into Carthagena——Cartha.—

" gena described—Close hpmonmmt and cruel treatméné-~Con.
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to have been executed—The Girrotte—Assisted with, means of
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Towarps the evening of, I believe, the 20th" of
January, aismall brig, bearing Engtish colours,
was observed to be making for the harbour, and
it being immediately supposed that this was the
vessel bearing the object of our expectations,(’
wis® desired by "Geneiral Arismendez to go on'
board and ascertain if he were arrived. . Accom-’
panfed’ by a military officer, I made fér the btig,"
which had in the meantime come to an.anchor’
outside the harbour. 1 was strock with the filthi-
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uness of her appearance, .as she had been taken
from the coal.trade for the voyage) and.. appas
. rently had not been cleansed.since her late occu~
pation. 'On her stern was painted ‘The Mary;
of Sunderland.” \F went.én dédk and: was:saluted
‘by a. jolly-looking old.fellow with a: nose.of:a
deep rubicund tint, who was walking the :deck/
and who asked meé fifty questions in an instant.
This personage proved to be’ no other. than Father
- O’Mulkin, 7an Irish' Catholic:ptiest, . who had been
i induced. to join the retinue of Dévereux, at the
‘r;tzommendation of the celebrated.arator, Mr. Da- -
O’Connell (whose:son accompaniedithe leader
as aid-de-¢amp) under. the ‘title of Chaplain to
/the Irish Legion, and private confessor. to. its
promoter). Father O’Mullin, with muech céremany
and " circumlocution, " mnformed me that General
( Devereugwas on bozd, andrequested me to go
below into his cabin to see him. :

v Acoqndmgly I descended, and saw . the General
seated on a kind: of .stool with his elbows leaning
on a dirty table, and. his .head resting upon his.
\ha;ads, the picture of despair. : His.hair.and dress.
iwere in the ,utmost.disorder, without the least,
regard. to cleanlinéss, and:the most intense. anxiety.
‘was poyrtrayed ip his.countenance.: .He argee, and -
in ‘a.hurried manner : put - several questiona to.me;
 from: the. tenor ‘of which it was. evident. that. be
considered the. shiip seized, and.himgelf underan
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arvest. I €ndeaveured to ease him of his appre-
hensions as.soon as possible, by telling him my
orders from Geddral Arismendez were to-inform
him that: he should be received with military ho-|
noars) and begged to know whether be would go,
on shore that night or wait ‘until the ensuing
morning. -

. (This mﬁ;rmatton atonce dlspelled thecloud which:,
bad hung over his countenance, and he gradually
assumed. his wonted air of importance. Bridling :
himself up, and vainly attempting to conceal the
emotion .of extreme joy which visibly agitated '
him, .he commenced one of those long sPeechest
for which he .is so famed. 1t lasted above an.
hour, although the purport of it was only to ex-i
press his sense of the: attention shewn him) his
gratitude, ‘and resolution to be ready to go ashore
at ten o’clock the following mommg)

I left him, receiving many thanks and profes
sions of regard, which were repeated in a_tenfold
degree by the loquacious Father O'Mullin, who
officiously attended me o the ship’s side. Next
mnmmg,\atthe time appointed, I went again to the.
General, who was far from ready. This arose
from she time he took to equip himself:for the:
occagion, and the total igmoramce of himself and-
suite of the method of arvanging military appoints’
‘ments, the Gemeral and- most of his staff (as he .
termed..them) .never having been attached to any

2.
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~ army. 1 was requested to assist,” but; being
as ignorant.as, themselves I refervest- them to the
officer who had accompanied me, :M@M.am
)a silent spectator of the amusing scene before me.
gThe'Geneml’admuas were- all soldered wp in tim
cases, that the lustre -of the. lace :and bullion
-might not be diminished by the damp during the
voyage. He was busily engaged.in opening them
when I entered the cabin, and when fold after
fold of fine wrapper had been removed, we could
just discover between the parts covered by the
‘trimming, which was still enveloped in tissue
paper, that the coleur of the uniform was blue.
At length all was clear, and we beheld a most
magnificent French - field-marshal’s uniform, so
bedizened with lace that it seemed as if the owner
bhad considered personal appearance of far more
consequence in a war-of-extesminstion ‘than -dis:
cipline or strength of numbers. The trowsers
were, to use a nautical phrase, iron-bound, that
is, a very broad pieee of gold lace went. down
each side, and they were otherwise splendidly. de-
corated. . The hat was the same as those worn by
field-marshals of the French service, with a lofty
wavning plume, and the sword about as long as
that of .the renowed William Wallave,. the - hilt
being. stadded with Irish. diamonds;  given him;
as he said, by the.corporation of. D‘ubli@
.{l‘hun. equipped, the -fmely decorated -General
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entered the beat, aml we rowed ashore, whereia
guard of honeur was assembled : to receive ‘him,
‘the fort and-two brigs.of war saloting him'as we;
passed. Here:n fresh-obstetic asose. Theé officer:
of thie guand infdrmed - him :that .his 1sash' was ‘of
the wrong colour, (orimson) the oolous Warn by
the Indepiendents being:blire ;-antt the only remedy
we could contrive, was that ofl procurinig e partdf
an old sikk; dress, belonging to:one of the ferrales
of the island, to cover it with. - The: General now
particularly requested that a handsome chatger
might be provided to carry kim to.the -howse of
General Arismeéndez, and ‘my . companion offered
_ him the one ‘upon .which he had ridden to the.
beach,; which whs & very fine 'animal._belongfugtm'
_ ‘Arismendez, -but_old and.vicious. (Mountingithis
borse -he ;proceeded forwards, doimg myself and
the officer hefore mentioned the honour'of request-
ing us.to ride on-each side of him; the remainder
of the party arranging themselves in procession to
follow.- The day was fine, and the heat of the stn-
beams, powerfully reflected from the sands, made
it excessively hot. During the ‘fide, Deverewux
having seewr a pond of ‘water whigh: had descended
from the mountains and-lodged m one-of'the hols
lows -in: the: low lands, observed that-the vhorses
seemed thirsty, and rode his own-to the etige thet
it might drink, The ahimal, findiag: the . elembnt
cool and comfertable, instamtly planged in:up:'to
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his knees and; maugre all the efforts of his rider
10, preveat it, laid;himself down and rolled init,
splashing Deverenx with the ssud/raked up ‘from
Ahe: bottoin of- the stagment peol and leaving -him
{to wade out at his plessure. Thus bemired, the
\ General mounted a mule .and rode to the end of
¢he journey, his splendid, dress spoiled and scented
by the -efiuvia of -the pond. .This untowasd acci-
Ment.being remedied in.the hest manner that-could
‘be devised, be was received.by Arismendez, and
"welcamed 'to the shores of Colembia, by means of
‘an jnterpreter, as he did not understand Spanish.
Boon after, the party adjourned to -the-dinner
table, and after the attack upen the viands had
, subsided, the health of General Devereux was
poposed, when a ludicrows scene:arose: Deve-
penx, who had been louging for an gpportunity
tp bring: forth. # long spepch, with which He
Ishoured, arose, and began an oration in English,
of which none-of his hearers, to whom he parti-
‘cmlarly sddvessed: himself, . understood a word.
:After bharapging them for above two hours, -,he'
‘concinded by brandishing the huge sward before
‘noticed, and . threatening. to hprl destruction on
therenemies of, Liberty, not only in: Colombia, ibut
in.avery ather part-of the globe. The most pro-
fornd atdention- was paid.jo-him; sad having.. set
himaelf. domn, thiainterpreter, who was the officer
who,had beenosept, with me to receiye. him, .arose
VOL. 1I. G
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to perform the arduous task of translating it, in
which he was interrupted many times by the Ge-~
neral desiring to add something more which he
conceived necessary. - Such as, ‘ Tell ’em, I'H
destroy every Spaniard in South Americe; tell ‘em.
‘that ;—say, that all Ireland is up in their -cause,:
in consequence of my representations,—tell ’em -
that ’—until the officer gatting completely tired,
observed; * You must wait till you can tell
them® @Ourself, General, for I never. talked so
much before in my life.” The General was how-
ever much applauded for his oration, though in+
wardly laughed at; and- elevated with the atten-
tion shewn him, he sat down with ineffable self-
esteem.

- After remuining some time at. Margamu, Ge-
neral Devereux prepared to go to Kingston in
the island of Jamaica, whence he said he shouM
ehip vast supplies of arms, ammunition, and other
materials, for the service of the Repubhc These
representations induced Gemeral. Arismendez to
send me with him to receive them in the name of
the government, and to superintend the shipment of
them. We therefore sailed ; but as soon as Devereux
had landed, the-corperation of Kingston threat-
ened to proceed with severity against him unless
adequate reparation-was made for the losses they
"had sustained by the lawless band he had:sent out.
His situation was now a difficult one, and T was
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requested to endeavour 1o bring ‘the affair to some
conclusion less unpleasant than he apprehended.
I however failed of ‘success, and finding that
the representations he had made respecting . the
stores: were incotrect, and that the time allowed
ame for staying on the island (six days) was ex-
pired, I returned to Margarita, leaving him) to
settle the matter through the medium of his own
friends.

(I found all the flecheras waitiirg for me)at Pam-
patar, @.—nd having received the despatches from
‘Generals Arismendez and Clementi,for Bolivar, I
went up the Oronoco at the head of nine flecheras -
of different sizes, manned by nearly 850 blacks
.and Indians, Arriving at Maturin, I found no
person of any authority there, and therefore went
‘on to Achatfjuas, where' I was informed that his
‘Excellency had just taken up his head-quarters on
‘his retumm from Cucuta. On this occasion I left
the flecheras on the Oronoco, under the command
of the next officer, who wes a brave young Eng-
lishman, named Cobham, but somewhat rash and
inattentive to consequences. I'leamned at Acha:
quas that Boliver, according to the intention he
had -expressed to Arismendez at Maturin, had
!marohed to the vicinity of Rosario de Cueuta, in
lord_er to force the Royalist army under Ge-
neral la Torre to an engagement. - Having found
;thear encamped there, he had ordered an attack
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the next' morning; ‘but ‘during-thi¢ tight, having)
unaccountably ' chianged- his !:mind; ' he - quiatlyl
marched back again to' Laké' Guas, -without: dis-
turbing them’; and 'thus-exhaukted sthé: strength
of his troops; by giviig “them . a’harassing: mérchi
through' a- bad® country %o no purpose.-' After
having' broken up'his enecawipment and made tis
preparations “for the' ‘march; ‘Bolivar received: a
message from La Torre, who acted for General
Morillo. * The latter, seeing that hie mustibe even-:
. tudlly defeated, was still anxious to" effect ‘a’ re-,
conciliation on the terms he had before proposed ,
-and -accordingly an interview was requested- by
LaTorre, and a meeting granted. At this inter-
view it was agreed' that a cessation of :Hostilities
should take place for one month) and thht duviirg
such period the lives and property of both parties
should 'be respoéted.  This' civtumstande odca-
isfoned ‘much’clamour in Verdzuela » tnd the 'warm-
ést of the friends' of ‘the -President’ deemed' it
imypolitic, AT it could not be denied thut;, had he
obliged the- Royalists to ¢ome to an acﬁon;*“fhb!
troops -he had ‘with him were more than' sufficient|
to ' have destroyed: their whole: force; and then'
‘Morillo! to save his own- Hfe, must have either:
- Wedwr capifilated’ ‘ Another party, mbrepreju-
'dced v agaihst ‘Him, -argued’ that: Lot TorréTwas
WSttty bélated 1o the wiferof Bolivar, and thet
‘regatdiYor the interedts of herfamily kad indaced
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him .to betray those of his country. Qthers, more
impartial, attributed .it- to. error of judgment and
want of . deeision, ratherithan to .any. sinister  mo-
tove ; ;and the last, I should think, were corréct.
.. . Before. his Excellemcy  had departed .for Cu-
outa, he had ordered .Coalonel. Montilla .to unite
his. forces .with the troops under General Garcia,
and .to.march to'and. invest the city of Cartha-
. gena, which was. then .the most important place
in the hands of the enemy. . Montilla.obeyed, and
was. there. when. ] arrived at .Achaguas,: but it
baving . been..a stipulption in:the terms. subscribed
to by Bolivar and.La Torre, that the troaps.should
be withdrawn from Carthagena, orders were semt
to: Mentilla to- retire . towards .the province - of
Santa, Mantha, until. the receipt of - further direc-
twnﬂll NETR s
-The time of the. cessatxon of.m'ms was occupp.ed
by:both.;parties in strengthening: their forces, and
reparing. for .an obstimate. struggle for victory.
waa foreseen that Moerillo was expecting some
{agops from. Spain, which was -one of the causes
:wwhiah led him to obtain the cessation; and Bolivar,
ywhe now saw his error, . was using every effort to
supmount the . obstacles .created by it. + With this
Nigw, he-despatehed instruptions to the Republican
agents. st Halifax, Trinidad, Jamaica,: and other
fplaces, to send.gll. thestpves they could command
~‘or. raise, by the.time.appointed. for the renewal of
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the contest. I was ordered to go in a small -
sloop) of seventy tons (then undergoing repair at
Angostara) to;Jacquemell in the island of Santa
ﬁ);)mingo, and to the places just named, to teceive’
on his behalf the stores, and to superintend the:
shipment of them ; and also to contract with any;
person willing to furnish vessels for the use of
the government during the war, Soon after re-
ceiving these orders, I started for Angostura,
and sailed from thence immediately, the vessel
being ready for sea. Under an impression that
no attempt would be made by the Spaniards to
capture any of the Republican vessels, Bolivar
had desired me not to wait to arm the sloop) »s
it would necessarily take up some time, the re-
quisite’ materials not being at command; and I,
therefore went on board without any means of’ .
defence.’ ’

/After encountering a smart gale on my way. .
from Trinidad to St Domingo, I was with much
difficulty beating up to the port I wished to make,!
when I was seen through the dense fog which'
prevailed at the time by three large Spanish:
schooners of war, with which my vessel was of
course unequal to any contest, had it been offered ;
but the Spaniatds adopted a different method of
‘getting her and myself into their possession. ' An
officer was sent in a boat, who requested to see the:
papers belonging to the sloop, which I shewed him,
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/md having previgusly hoisted English golours, he
iquickly saw. the deception;-but civilly requested
{me .t sell him some flour,. of which hee said the
'schooners. were in want. When I hed given
him three barsels, which .was, nearly all .1 pos-
ed, he requested me to aceompany . him,
his commander wounld either pay me in del-
fars, or barter with me, as be had some very
fine wines on board. I .accordingly went. with
the mtention of getting same wine for General...
Arismendez, but had no sooner reached the deck,
and was spoken to by the Spanish captain, than
2 man: behind me struck me violently on the
back of my head with a handspike, and I fell,
‘While under the ‘stunning  effects of the blow, I
was: catried below and put in irons, and, as I was
. suhaequently informied, the crew of my wvessel
hwere put to death, and the sloop sunk,/ ’
-#'T'was conveyed to: the settlement maintained by
Spaniards in the islapd of St Domingo, -where
immediately on my arrival two Spanish officers,
'belongmg to the force driven out of Savanilla,
| deposed to the fact of havmg seen - me in ‘arms
. against. the Royalists; 1 was thereforey by
command of the Cabildo, confined in 2 narrow
- chamber; in what might bave been originally a
fortress, but. was then mnfit for any resistance,
The governor of the place, named O’Regan, a de-
soendant from Irish pavents, who had damiciled
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in Spain some .years before, imntedintely visited
me; . and upen my.-explaining thecause of my
ocapture, ' be:avas cstrengly iuckined itd fayour .me ;

but .eithew, heéhdexd notithe powenito det e es-
xape, «or, if e had,was‘afraid toact uponit.. He
.however .spnt'me :a.disguise by his own servant,
and I contrived;so get out:the. following day with
his - brother, who came 1o see.me with a’servant
in;a dress exadtly similar to the one sentme,. in
shich: 1 hadiattired myself, leaving the.man .in
my stead. . .By:an. arrangement made by the go-
vemor, [ was efiabled: to-get-on.board a brig . hound
Sor Montega Bay; but beforewe had-got cutof sight
of the harbour, the alarm was given.of my escape,
and the same schooners whiel ‘bad conveyed::me
%o the island wereisent. in pursuit-of :the brig, asiit
iwas- kitiown.no-.other: vessel' had, sailed that: day.
:hed not heen-on beard twenty hours, when some
tahots-were - fised -to.bring. the vessel to,: and we.
1Were-BooR. .afer- boarded, .and ‘the. masterofi-the
.brg, .to avoid the eonsequences which he.dreaded
would accrue to himself, instantly gave me. up....-

+-1 W@s now . again {put in irons, and: safelydon-
veyed te Carthagena, whenee there.appeared little
hepeof myi ever; getting away.. I sudered eveny
paixationand insult.that cowld!be inflicted; during
,glﬂ pmagn,»:and W38, landed,. tied,hand. and : food,

with: ropes-and. with. chains fastened sound . my
ngck; that- weighed -nearly a..hundred weight.
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Upen buing: saken.to the Royalist commander, he
spoke tome )in terms of some commiseration,
and ordered me to be takien to a small fort be-
lougmg : to ‘the town, ‘which stands without “the
whalls of the city of Carthagena, and directed my
irons to be removed, and every attention shewn
ineiconsistently: with: my safe keeping, till my trial
took place. I was accordingly conveyed thither,
but' in° no other .respect were his orders com-
plied with’; { I was still kept to the ground by
|tie weight .of my chains, which, from my ex-
' hansted state,.I could not raise. One end of them
iwas made fast to an iron bar, which ran across
~ ithe ficor: of ‘my cell, by means of a ring which,
wliding on the. bar, . enabled me just to crawl along
ithe extent.of the breadth of the place, and to go-
/ about.a yard and'a half from the ring.) The cell
was about nine ov ten feet long by six or seven
wide, ‘the floor of stone :was my ‘only bed, amd
thatowas esvered with the water that had dripped
- from. the ‘walls, which were always streaming from
the excessive damp. h
i~In'this miserable state I remained, during the
fitst four weeks of my confinement, on an allow-
pnce of ‘three plantains and -half a pound of cas-
savi 'bread per ‘diem,: when 'the commandant,
havingcreverved: a letter from O’Regan, who was
known: ‘40 him, and had endeavoured to interest
. himself in vy favour, came to me and was asto-
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nished to find:me i 80 wrelched a situation. By
hisordess I was instantly(vemaved to a somewhat .,
more continodions roomy where a bed was. prepared
for- me abd:a niddical man sent-to attendime ; the
Spanish- afficer, with- a goed 'deal” of bumanity,
himself guperintending the.oate that .was bestowed
upon me. (T was then so reduced by what I-had,
endured, that T was' unsble to stand, and it -was
some days befote I could leave the bed without:
assistance. By the help of 2.nourishing diet I
sean- gained sufficient strength to.walk abeut the
apartment and to make atrangements for an.
aitempt to escape., .

The city of Carthagena is slmabed On: 2 NAITOW
pemnsula, and is almost surrounded by bogs/
It is also very hot, but is not so unbeaithy as
might be imagined from its situation; indeed; I
beligve the climate is: generally deemed favdurable
te- Europeans, as the exhalation$ arising fronx the
marshes are always carried off by the pure sea
breezes. It is scarcely necessary for me to add
that the very untoward circumstances under which
I was detained there prevemted much particular
observation .on my part, and I can therefore give
bat. & faint.outline of -it, which however may be
relied upon as omrect so far as it reaches.. '

.. The city within the walls, .es it is: termad,;is
extensive and well built, and s surnrounded by
two lines of fortifications, which are separated by
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}a parrow piece of water, over which several draw-

ibridges are thmwn)at equal‘distances: . There are

many barriers, but. they are alk more or less weak;

and could easily be overcome. There is.also a
fort; termed San Lagaro, near the city, which

might be rendered almost if not quite impregna-

ble, by fortifying a lofty hill of a conic'shape, and

covered with a thick brushwoed intermixed with

the prickly pear. This hill has been the means

of compelling the city to yield several times; and

yet those who have swccessively had possession

of it have mever been at the trouble of erecting

any fortification to secure it from invaders. At

the time of my detention, there were the ruins:of

a monastery on its summit, fast crumbling into

dust, which were visible from the loophole of my

cell. The town outside the walls is aleo very

large,. bt is neither so well - built or-defended as

the city itself. There is a beautiful harbour, of
immense siie, and about two miles and a half

from the city there is an excellent roadstead.

- It appesred, that theischooners having returned

to. St Domingo, gRegnm"had learnt from them

the circumstance of my recapture, and, being ‘in.

stigated by his sister-in-law, who was' an' Irish-

woman, had: written to the commamdant of Car-

_thagena to induce him to' connive .at my escape; . -
In'a fortnight after the receipt of his letter, thid -
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brdther and the wife of the:ldtter!vame (purposely
to! see ine, in order ;tb «counsel and. centyive myi
flight. /Phee commandant being: fearfat that, if I got
awapinsuch a manner=s toomake it appear that he;
knewsof my intention bis own bife might payifor ity/
kept alodf from-the affaie ultogether, which would:
throw the blamsé wpén the jhilor. General Morillo
was then'absent with the Royalist army, and Iwas
waiting shis Tetdrnifor iny idoom;. of -which there
coudd ;be little donblt when the sanguinary nature
of his measures on such occasions was considered.
At the texpiration jof 'seven weeks of the. miost
painful ‘captivity that ‘can 'be «imagined, 1 was,
agreeably'to thé imtimation :previously.received by !
tive/commiandant, though-it' had been kept secret
from me,: visitéd by another:of OVRegan's ybeoe |
thérd, with:canl Angie-Spanish officer, :his :lad.y,
and ' tive' merchants of  English extraction;, who
bad aH joined inthe;attempt. to save:iime, atthe
hagard - of :their.own.lives; for; had’ they been
taken by the Republicans on’ their passage; they:
would have been put to death, as the war was‘re-:
newed. :They came under.the pretenee.of! con-.
tricting: for: the 'supply and conveyanes:ofiisosve:
stores and ' clothiag : for the Bpanish: troops;:and.
theit visitrto me was confided to :the: conimandant:
ulons. -.-On the second ‘day .after: their: first-wisit,
two of ithem . came to me.:with the. icomfottahle
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niformyation. - that' -MMeride had returned ;. 'that
y fatetwas .fixed : on. ‘withous the - troublesome
Ol'iﬂ iOf'ﬂ.’*tliﬂhf‘ﬂnde‘Htm;lday& Dh'y m
owbd ‘me to prepare: fordeathy . Thoy-added,
at the anly. chanoe wew leftime wasi to miske:.an
ort:to escape; ¢ither that. night or. the i following
bhe, &nd giving me & hundreddollars'to bribe the
tentinels; they leéft'me; with the assurance. that a
{essel 'should be in ‘waiting in-the -offirig . ta re-
lcewe and tahe ‘me without dehy to the! island . of
amasca) . o P L
/f will be readllry nnagmed that I iost m ﬁme
Mvprebamng for- my-departure, whioh I. began‘
do the. same night. ' I attempted it withont the
aid of & btibe, fearing 'that' if my intentions weve
made-knowti ‘my operdtions would i be. mare har
roivly wdtched, ‘ané . the slender hepe!I-had: -left
wouldbe blasted:; as ‘I! knew the: universal trea-
‘ehiery of the.soldiers, who, most likely, as seon: as
they bad' recelved :my bribe, -would: have taken
i me again,-to get another from Morillo, i
7'With the help of the side rail of my bedstead,
" whicliwas composed of iron, and: very:strong, and
'wheh with much labowr-I had wrenched from the
head.upd'footposts A removed two tof - the massive
b of ithe » same metal which (goarded: the little
window; o rather loophole of vy oeli, and found
thit I coutd -thusimake- mynway ito the.:ramparts,
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which . mmmediately averlooked the beach. This

~ labour however: occupied 8o much time, that

daylight was fast breaking when it was finished, !
and I was compelled to relinquish the furtherance -
¢of my scheme till the next night. I accordingly
replaced- the bars of -the loophole as neatly as
possible, and again put the side rail of my bed-
stead in its place, fastening theAtenops of it intg-
the sockets of -the posts with strips torn from my
shirt;, 50 well, that when my keeper arrived in the
morning with my daily allowance of provisions,
nothing was observable to create any suspicio@
-(1 was still in bed when the jailor entered, and fast
asleep, from the fatigue of my nocturnal exertions. :
He awoke me by a shake; to tell me that a pnest
would -be with me in an hour. to administer the
Bilgsxings :of his faith, and would accompany me’
the following morning to the place of my execu-
tion, the method of which I was then, for the first:
time, made acquainted with. Among other engines
of destruction a2 maghine, called a girrotte, had
been sent from Madrid, for the more conve-
pient or diversified manner of putting the ' cap-
tives to death; and es this machine had -as yet
never been used, Morillo intended me the honour:
of ‘being the first who should receive a qnietus by
Xs.mreans. Bt is composed of a chair, in which
the condemmed person-is obliged to sit; at the
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(top. of the -back of it, which is about equal ta
‘the ordinary height of 2 man’s neck when' sitting,
'is a piece of waod hollowed/out in a semi-gircu-
lar form, to which ' is.fixed, by . means of hinges;
another piece with a corresponding eonicavity. At

* the end of thie latter is a worm made to fit a large
screw attached to the' former, and when these
piecesa meet there is abont room. enoigh for ‘the
neck of a child.. Th of the prisorer’s:neck
ibeing made to go into" holloymf the first piace,
the second is adjusted. to i, ard’the screw. tumed
!by the executioner, who stands behind, and thus
the viotim is strangled. - I was also told by my
kmd attendant, that the Royalist-tsoops would be
gratified by the sight of portions of my body on
the bighest points of elevation in.the cityy in
short, he did not neglect anything whick. could
add to the unpleasantness of my feelings ; tauntt
ing me with recollections of my country, and
desiring me to write farewell letters to my friends.
T thanked him for his information, and affected
more emotion than I felt, that he might not
thave any idea of my intentions. With a look, of
qul&aﬁon he left me, and I made a hearty break-
fast of the viands he had brought.mg, and; to do
them justice, I had. not been'starved since the:
personal interference of- the: commantant. : Sonn
after breakfast the confessor made his eatré, and
was proceeding to exhort me to a full acknows
ledgment of my sins, but thinking that would

! .



96 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE

occupy more time than I.could spave, I civilly -
declined his proffered services, and he left me,;

- i Few people, but those who may have been placed |
" in similar critical circumstances, can conceive the
length the day appeared to me, and the alternate.
vacillations from hope to fear, as to the success of
my enterprise, which presented themselves to me.
That one day of. suspense appeared longer than;
the whole of my previpus imprisonment; and the
intervals between the changing of the centinels,
though only two hours each, seemed without end.’
At length.1 heard the delightful music of the
evening gun, and directly afterwards the footsteps‘
of the half-starved ragged scoundrels marching:
along the ramparts to relieve the guard.. At that
moment all my apprehensions rushed upon me
with greater force .than they had hitherto done.
I knew not the height I should have to descend
from the ramparts, and had no materials of which
I could avail myself to aid me in it that were
strong enough. I might be perceived, or the
bottom I might have to fall upon might be of such
a nature as to cause my death in the attempt.

All these and many more ideas flitted across my
imagination in a moment, and all vanished by the
time the relieved soldiers returned. As soon as
all noise had subsided, and darkaess had thrown
her veil over-the place, I cautiously removed the
bars and ‘sallied forth about an hour after the
relief, taking the dollars with me to provide, for
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aécidents.. F'passed thé first centinel Rist asleep,
about three of four yards'from thé opening of my
lcell, and took his’ musket, ‘tesbivihg thit the first
iSpaniard' that -apptoachied e shonld ‘reédive” its
jcontents. T, however,  fortatiutdly ‘got dafély t6
-that part of ‘the rai'nparta T'wished to’ gaitl, -without
pieting with' ny ititerription, nd at dtice’ threw
tnyself over. ' The height wis; I 'shbuld *imagind,
‘about thirty feet, ind I had ‘a ‘héavy falf; but
lludlnly I descénded on a rather soft‘béd of mud
swhich nearly surrounds the’ outer town, and sank
‘into it some distance, but not far enouéh to-endan-
ger suffocation. The concussion was' Very:severe,
and so stunned and deprived me 6f bredth, that I
could not for several minutes’ extribate myself
from my miry couch. At last; ‘getting Ele46P %,
T t:rept‘ along "to’ the ‘water’s e&ge, ST fithA
grasping the musket, which I had not reliriqtish
‘where T saw the boat of the vessef appoiuted‘
feceive me, and in a few moments Was ‘safé oh
‘bdard, and on my way to Jamalca, under the
éolmn‘s of the Spamardg) R
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CHAPTER V.

Arrival at Kingston—Generosity of the Commandant O’Regan—Sails
for Angostura—Ordered on an expedition,—Ca:pture of Fort
Cienega—Receives the: command of & native force—Encountet
-with La Torre—Cowardly desertion of the mative troops—De.
sertion from the army of La Torre—Ascendancy of the Patriot

’cx_mse—Motley troops under the Author’s command—Their
rapacity and insubordination—The President plans an expedi-
tion egainst Maracaibo—Vacillation in his determinations—-
Author ordered on a service—Ordered to halt in an unhealthy

v situation—Joins the President—Meets with & serious accident—
Depression of the Royalist forces—Impolitic concession of the
President—Interviews between Bolivhr and Morillo—Their extra-
ordinary deportment to each other at an entertainment—Armis-

* tice agreed upon—Nature of the terms—Author proceeds te
Angostura—Visits General Arismendez—Sails to Maracaibo—
Description of that city and its environs—Indians of the sur-
rounding country—Titachery of General Delgado—1ll-treatment

, of Mrs English-—Navigation of the lake of Maracaiho—Grant to

. the British Colombian Agricultural Association—Origin of the

* nime of Vehezuela. -

WHEN I reached Kingston I immediately went to
the house of a merchant named Carruthers, to
present a letter of credit, which had been given
me by the master of the vessel, by the orders of
O’Regan, by whom it was written, to provide me
with anything I might require. Without this act
of extreme kindness and consideration I should
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have been in a destitute condition, as I bad again
lost all 1 possessed when taken by the Bpa-
_niards. As soon as I had equipped myself, I
- engnged a small sloop of thirty tons to take me
'to Angostura, where, I arrived) about the 28th of
August 1821, but so weak and ill that I was unfit
for any duty. I was not, however, allowed much
time to recruit, for in less than forty-eight hours
I was ordered to take the command of a body
’of Sambos amounting to about 700, which was
'mmited to a party of English sailors, who hed
'deserted from Brion’s fleet just before, making
in the whole nearly 900.
ith this force I was directed to go to the
:plains of the Apure, where some part of the Re-
| publican army was then preparing for a carmnpaign,
and were only waijting for some militia which had
been raised in the interior by General Navano,
and were expected to join them daily. As to
my former force, it had been commanded by an
English officer, who was killed at the head of
them, and the men were nearly all sacrificed.
_/During the time of my captivity the insurgents
bed been very successful in their efforts on the
jre-commencement of hostilities, and had received
gmany additions to their strength, as the natives
‘generally took care to espouse the cause of those
who were hest off. Not long before I reached
the oapital, the President had .despatched. a vast
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quantity of troops to the province of Santa Martha;
whose object it was to gain possession of the town

of that name, and to drive the Royalists from the
province, In the former attempt they had suc-

‘ceeded, except as to the completion of some

terms relative' to the capitulation. which- were

insisted upon by the inhabitants; and they were

fast completing the latter.

‘When all was ready for my departure for the‘
plams the news of a contemplated expedition!
against fort Cienega, about nine leagues from'
‘Santa Martha, arrived from the latter place, with !.
a request that some addition to their force might:
be sent to the Cienega river instantly. I was’
therefore ordered to proceed to join them on that
~ service. Flecheras being prepared, I sailed, and
on my way between the gulphs of Paria and
Venezuela sunk four Spanish vessels. On the :‘
banks of the Cienega river I joined the troops:
that were destined for the attack, who had just
arrived from the town of Santa Martha; they were:
a native battalion*under La Reina, who had pre-
viously joined the Patriots on the banks of the
river Tuy. The fort is not very strong, and was,
takenjon the 11th of October, after a severe action.
of about three hours, in which the Royalists lost
upwards of 400 men; and during the pursuit,'
which was continued by the Independents, 700
more. were put to death. - The native troops
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gscaped with-comparatively triffing loss, -and of

y party not more than 100 blacks -and a dozen
Englishmen were kllled; a small number, when
the obstinacy and tementy of - the Sambos are
considered.

The next day -the terms proposed by the na-
tives being yielded to by Admiral Brion, who- had
recently arrived, .Santa Martha was given up to
the Patriots with due formahty I was now
Jomed to La Reina’s corps, :and received a party
of .raw undlsc1plmed natives, amounting -to 600,
- yaised in the. province of Santa Martha. They
were put.under my command, to go into theinte-
rior to attack the Spaniards, who were dispersed
dn various directions, their leaders being .uncer-
jtain which route to take to avoid .destruction.
A series of skirmishes occupied the first fortnight
of our expedition, during which two, and ‘some-
times :three, .occurred daily, a description of
which - would only be irksome, as the circum-
'stances  of them were necéssarily similar. At
length we arrived within a few leagues of Perija,
whither we had pursued La Torre, who, with a
_party of his troops, amounting to nearly 3000, had
fled with great :eagerness towards the lake'of
Maracalbo Having come up with him, we im-
:medlately commenced an attack upen his worn-
-out force, but I was at the first -onset deserted by
~.the whole . of the natives who had joined me at
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Giénega. I had placed them in such a situation.
as to receive theit share of the enemy'’s fire, and’
they at once fled. I now anticipated nothing less
than the speedy slaughter of the whole of the.
blacks, who I knew would never yield a step, and
the rest with them; but fortunately for us the
whole of the troops under La Torre had been but
badly paid and worse fed for some time before, and
this, joined to their recent harassing march, had
put them into anything but a good humour for
fighting. They had not made above. half an hour’s
stand, when one entire battalion laid down their
erms and came over to us to volunteer in the Inde-
pendent service. Glad to se¢ such a favourable
turn, the brave sailors, and the no less courageous
blacks, pushed on with greater energy; aided by La
Reina’s corps; on which the whole of La Torre’s’
troops fled, and Ieft the field to a force which, had
there been a mutual confidence between them:
and their commander, they could have destroyed:
with the greatest ease imaginable. As they were.
principally cavalry, excepting those who had de--
serted, we could not pursue them, and after going
some miles down the lake, they contrived to get.
‘shipping for Caraccas. La Torre retired for safety}
4o that town, as the diminution of his troops by
repeated desertions, previous to the instance I have
just alluded to, rendered it necessary for him to re=
sign the field until he could receive reinforcements.
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"{ﬂxe Patriot cayse was now assuming a most
Aavourable aspeot. The Spaniards, being put to
.the rout, and -dispersed in various parts of the
‘eountry since their late defeats; were reduced to
‘wants quite as appalling as any that the Republi-
- cans had previously suffered. Above 3000 of them,
\at different times.and places, had fled to the Inde.
jpendent standard, taking with them their arms and
leverything besides that they could get hold of, ta
ensure a good reception; and the natives, now
perceivipg that the government was likely to
gain ‘the ascendancy, were fast declaring for
liberty in all quarters. . The cantons Guaca and
Canaqua declared themselves ready to join the
Patriots in the destruction of the Royalists, to
whom, but a few weeks before, they had afforded
every assistance and. had made every promise of
fidelity.: The event of the annihilation of the
Spanish army was now indeed looked upon by all
parties as'certain, and expected almost daily.
La Reina now left me in the exclusive command
of my men, taking hi$ own corps to the canton of
’ Guaca. I was still however numerically strong,
as (in’ pursuing a -fragment of La Torre’s division,
'I had been :joined "by above 500 natives in the
:province of Zulia, in addition to those who had be-
:fore united themselves, and others who had returned
.after the ‘skirmish with the Spaniards. Several
‘hundreds more subsequently volunteered, making
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in the whale a respectable force, if they could have:
been depended upor,. which however-their arrant !
eowardice made impossible. Such a set was. per-
haps never seen as that I now commanded, consiat-
ing of upwards of 2,500 men of different countries,,
complexions, habits and clothing, each quarrelling
for .precedency, .and all but the English vying
with each other as to extent of plunder and car-
nage. To restrain them in these practices was no
easy matter, and I soon found that it was of little
consideration with them whether those they robbed:
were friends or epemies. Nor was this the end of
the evil; for the: division of the spoil generally oc-: -
casioned disputes. that frequently terminated in-
personal conflicts, in which many of them were
killed. - The only method I could devise was -
that of setting the Sambos and British to watch
the rest; and in this duty they were obliged to-
shoot many of the Spaniards, who were :certainly’
more inclined to rapacity than any of the. others)

. Bolivar having contemplated an expedition,
against the city of, Mardcaibo} his Ex¢ellency orr
‘dered all the troops in Santa Martha and the -
adjoining provinces, and those remaining on -the
Apure plains, to unite with' his own for: the
purpose of marching against it. Couriers were
despatched to the various commanders, directing
them to assemble on the banks of the lake of
Maracaibo; by the &th of October ;. but, before they



\
- IN COLOMBIA. 106

could reach the point proposed, other messengers
were sent off to countermand these mstructions,
which, before the expiration of ten days, were
,renewed and again contradicted. I mention, this
, to shew the uncertain and vacillating conduct ob-
{ served by the chiefs; who were ever changing their
intentions and coming to fresh determinations.
Having no regular system of their own, and not
submitting to any that was laid down for them,
they acted merely in opposition: to each other in
almost all instances, and their movements were
generally the results of a momentary impulse,
. created by the disasters or successes of their com-
- petitors. ‘Few of those who composed the intri-
‘gua:nts ever issued an order on the most trivial
‘eccasion, without altering it as in the instance
‘above related, two, and often three and four times,
even at great risk to themselves and men. -The
courier who had been sent after me bore written
directions for me to remain stationary till further
orders. These of course could not be evaded,
‘though in the 'situation I happened to be in when
I received them, they were extremely hazardous
and disagreeable. I had just crossed.a marsh in
the province of Zulia, which, like all places of the
same description, particularly in Colombia, ex.
haled a considerable quantity of efluvia, the bane»
ful ‘effects."of which on the health of European
troops, in causing intermittent fevers, are but tod
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well known; nor are the natives much less suscep-
tible. Added to this, the vicinity was very
barren, in consequence of being thinly inhabited,
from the cause . just mentioned, and therefore
. destitute of provisions, for which, in all marches
through the interior, the troops are indebted to
chance alone. I had no alternative, and was
- obliged to form a temporary encaimpment on the
very margin of the bog; and although my stay
was not more than ten days, I lost above two hun-
dred men (chiefly Spaniards) who either died on
the spot, or soon after the commencement of our
march. :
At the end of the period above-mentioned, I
. received orders to march to join Bolivas, ’which,!' .

- thé debilitated state of my men would scarcely:
permit them to do. On joining him, I found that*
the destination of the army was in the direction in
which it had been ascertained Morillo had pro-

ceeded ; but it was speedily changed to another,
and subsequently, for a few days, it seemed a
subject of doubt where we should go. A short
time served to settle the affair; the scouts, which
were out in all parts, having informed the President
that the Spanish forces were concentrating near
Santa Anna, under General Morillo, who intended
to make a stand there, it was resolved to move on
towards him as fast as possible. With this view,
his Excellency directed the unorganised part of

| ]
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‘my force to be severely drilled, to render them
more effective; and while this was going on, di-
rected me to go to General Paez with despatches,
urging him to push forward and join Bolivar at the
earliest moment he could. In this however I was
foiled ; for having, on the second day of my jour-
ney, mounted a vicious mule, the animal, in mak-
ing an effort to throw me, fell over a rock into a
pit about eight or ten feet deep. In the fall my
left shoulder was dislocated, and I also received
several severe contusions, particularly in the head.
Happily a party of Indians came up, who paid me
‘what attention they could, and conveyed me back
to the army. Another officer was necessarily sent
to Paezsand the army moved on towards the spot
occupied by the Royalists. »

It being known that General Morillo’s forces
were much inferior to the Patriots, and that both

_ their commander and.themselves were greatly

dispirited in consequence of the ill success of La
Torre, whose army might be said to be destroyed,
it was fully anticipated that the revolutionary war
must come to a speedy close; and the battle to
which it was given oat that Bolivar intended to force

. the enemy, would be the last action of any import-

ance that the Spaniards could ever maintain. I have
before observed that La Torre had retired to Ca-~
raccas with the remnant of his force; and owing
10 a.continuation of adverse circumstances, he was
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compelled to remain. there in an abject condition,
from which there appeared no chance of relief.,
. The few men he had with him, and_those under:
Morillo, amounting together to about five ‘tho,usand;
men, were almost.all that. were in Venezuela';‘;'
therefore there could not.be any reasonable expec-:
tations of the prolongation of the contest, as:above
sixteen thousand . troops could have been brought

together at that time by the Republicans; and
almost every province and district throughout Co-
lombia had declared its readiness.to furnish troops

for the extarmination of the Spaniards. The policy

of his Excellency the President, however, . ren-

dered it far otherwise, and extended the struggle
for liberty three years longer; whereas, in the

-opinion of those most capable of judging, it might

have been terminated in as many weeks)

The troops having reached the end of the march;
‘which was a plain about one league from Santa
Anna, instead of proceeding to action,;as had been-
anticipated, were permitted to remain in an en-'
campment, totally inactive for some days, during
which several messengers were despatched by the

opposing generals .to each other with amazing
" rapidity. General Morillo had taken up his quar-
ters in Santa Anna, and the end of this correspond-
.ence was an invitation from the Spanish. Chief to
Bolivar, to meet him at an entertainment given at
the quarters of the former, in"order to-adjust the
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différences between the contending parties.  The
officers of his Excellency’s staff were also invited,
as ‘were the other ‘generals and their suites; and
Bolivar having a short time previously attached
me to his staff, I was included.'

“The politeness of his Excellency not permitting
him to refuse this invitation, atthe appointed time
(the 25th November) ‘he rode in all the ¢ pomp
and circumstance of war,” to the scene of the
- banquet, where he was received with all due for-
‘mality by the Royalists. . The feast” was com-

menced after a téte-A-téte enjoyed by the two
chiefs, after which a few preliminary compliments
passed to each other’s prowess and talent, which
'were the only topics discussed till the viands were
‘withdrawn. This done, a due number of briezos
‘were drunk to the.future good understanding of the
‘two Generals, and to other sentiments congenial
writh their feelings, when the effects of Morillo’s
‘wine began to manifest itself in the behaviour of
'both parties. After their healths had been succes-
sively proposed by each other, they, as if by mutual
) desn‘e, arose to embrace, according to the custom
of the country ; and the men who, for years, had
been the most inveterate enemies, and had each
essayed to surpass his antagonist’in the slaughter
of their respective countrymen, now hhgged and
kissed each other in the warmest and apparently
hiost cordial manner.

.
N
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- This scene lasted for some minutes, during
which the Republican officers were lost in asto-
hishment and disgust. /A temporary cessation of
these embraces having succeeded, they once more
. began to pour forth their compliments and expres-;
sions of friendly regard and esteem, after which the.
kissing was again renewed. Finally, each being’
completely- intoxicated, a briezo was given to the-
healths of both Generals at once, by their order,
and according to custom the glasses were dashed
to pieces on the table, which they then severally
motinted again to embrace each other. . Unfortu-
nately, their motions not being very steady in a sort
of pus de deur which they weré dancing on the table-
after the embrace was over, it suddenly gave way,
and they abruptly descended to the floor, where
they rolled for some time, until picked up, still em-
bracing each other with the greatest vehemenoe;
(ﬁle chiefs being carried to a bed-chamber, they
slept in the same room, and all retired till the next]
morning, when the second part of the consequences’
of this friendly compact was made known. Boli-
war and Morillo, during their correspondence, had
nearly completed the terms of an-armistice, which
was. finally agreed upon during the interview pre-
vious to the festivities of the preceding night. It
was stipulated therein that the war should cease
for six months, during which the treatment ob: -
served by both parties towards each other should
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be such as was authorized by the laws of civilized
nations; that from the date of the armistice {25th
November 1820) the (war-of-extermination should
cease for ever, and the contest, if renewed at the
‘expiration of the term mentioned, should be prose-
i cuted according to the usages of other countries ;
that two deputies from the govérnment of the Re-
"public should accompany General Morillo to Spain,
‘in. order to arrange, if possible, with the Cortes,

* for the pe(!ﬂanent establishment of their indepen-

;dence; and lastly that the city and port of Mara-
 caibo should remain in the hands of the Royalists ;
“but that it should be left open for the convenience
: of all persons going from Venezuela to Rosario de
! Cucuta to the meeting of the general Congress, as
' that was the mast direct course they could take,

. ‘All these things being settled, and the ratifica-
tion of the terms completed, the Patriot army was
ordered to march to their old quarters on the
/plains of the Apure, and to remain there till their
‘services were again required. My own orders
were to take the Sambos to Angostura, after which
1 had permission from his Exoellency to dispose
of myself as I thought preper during the interval.
Thus left at leisure, I intimated to him my intention
of going to Cucuta, to present claims in favour of
the late Major Bpamish .for the consideration of .
the Congress,. and requested that as the troops
which had been furnishéd by the Major had been

\
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exclusively under his Excellency’s command, .who -
could of course better appreciate the services they
had rendered to the Republic than any.of .the
othervmembers of the :government, he would be
pleased to give me a document in testimony .of
his sense of the service performed to his country.
by my deceased friend, and that he would: recom-
mend the affair to the notice of the Congress,’
This however he. declined to do, because, as he
said, he had in all his reports of his movements
in New Grenada to the government mentioned the
Major’s battalion in such a manner as to render
the circumstances of their arrival in the country
well known to all the New Grenadian members
of .the Congress, who would. at once audit the
claims with the greatest liberality, .

- With this assurance(I)left him, and amved at
Angostura, whence I@alled to Marganta intend-
ing to pass a few weeks 'in the society of my
esteemed friend General Arismendez, in order to’
recruit myself for the long and laborious joumey:
I had to perform. I experienced the same cor-
diality and kindness from the worthy. General as
be had ever shewn me, and found that he had
been making preparations for my arrival, as he
had anticipated a visit from me as soon as he
heard of the armistice. 1 landed the latter ¢pd of
December, and passed nearly the whole of the
month of January with him in the most agreeable
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manner."-Words'could but very inadéquately. ex-
preés the senseé'I must-evér entertain of the treat-
nient I+éxperiénced from: this imestimable - man.
his father-like solicitile and-attention I-owe
' the general restoration' of 'my health’; and the re-
| ¢ollection -of his kindness can niéver be effaced.’
Finding myself recovéred; 1 sailed for Mara-
«caibo, where, after crossing the extensive lake, 1
‘intended to take mules for Rosario de Cucuta, for
the impressment of which I had previously: ob-
‘tained a warrant from the President. Passing
‘through the gulph)of* Venezuela* (from the Carib-
‘belin'sea, appéars the castle of San Carlos,’ which
fs-strongly fortified; in defence of the entrance of
‘the lake, with the surface of ' Which the lower tiér
of ‘guns is nearly on-a level. There i also-a shift-
Ing-bar impeding this passage,” whith rénders an
attempt to cross’ it without a pilbt extremely
hazatdous. A strong breéze sets dead 'into the
lake; causing’ at the mouth a heavy swell,‘which
-las been known to lift a vessel over the-bar even
after she had grounded; but it mote frequently
happens that, in’ beating out or ‘going in, the: forcé
of ‘the-swell drives her against the -bar ‘with such
violence as to dash her into pieces.: -After gailing
sdfnemiles through the neck of the'lake, 'the city
of Mﬂm opens beduhfully 10 tbe view on the'
[ ERT
Ca ¥ Oalled deé gulph wof. Maraﬂalbo hyrthe mhvds

veL. 1I. . I

.
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-night, standing. on the curve of a. romantic bay,
-whose silvery ripples lave a fine yellow shore,
.above which the city, as seen from the waters,
form§ a most noble -crescent. It is large, and
-contains & beautiful cathedral of extraordinary
dimenstons, with five churches and two convents,
besides many handsame and spacious edifices. The
whole is built of a hard description of stotie, of a
‘dazzling whiteness, which when the sun-beams
shine powerfully upon the buildings, as they do at
‘most times, the effect produced, in union with that
of the scenery around, is enchanting. It i like most-
other Colombian towns, pot paved; and curving
‘along the bright gravelly shore, it extends nearly
three miles towards .the point which terminates.
the bay, being shaded in its progress by many
rews of luxuriant cocoa trees. These groves are
usually found a pleasant retreat during the mids»
day heat, which is in the city excessive, but under
this shade the refreshing breeze, which even in
the hottest season of the year blows from the
lake, is fully enjoyed. = Here parties of the inha-.
bitants assemble to take their siestas in- alcoves'
formed for ‘the purpose, and to partake of the
milk of the cocoa-nut, of which as many can be
gathered as they please, by sending men up the
trees for them. Beyond the environs of the city
on the other side is an extensive promenade, to
which they resort in the evenings for exercise, and
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jbéyond this a nurbber of neat little cottages are
dxhpersed over the scene, which glves the whole a
very pleasing eﬁ'ect) '
-“The country round for many leagues is a cbns
tinuation of immense forests and deep morasses,
~which no.human being but the wild Indians have
ever traversed. ‘These people, who have never
bent to the yoke of tyranny, and were ever alike
free from restraint from both Royalists and Repub-
licans, .chiefly inhabit what is termed the Guahira
country, by which the gulph® of Venezuela ‘is
bounded to the westward. Here, deeply secluded
in the almost impervious mazes of their native
woods, they have for ages retained their inde-
pendence; and- the principal losses they have
sustained have been when the Spaniards havé
forcibly \carried off any of their tountrymen to
compel them' to. labour in the mines.. They are’
a fine tall muscul§r set of people, but withal very
weak, and incapable of enduring much fatigue.
In disposition they are generally mild, harmless,
and inoffensive, and, from the little traffic they
have with any of the cities of Venezuela, are to-
tally uncivilized and unsophisticated. They are
divided "into many clans or tribes, each of which
‘has its chief; yet so peaceable are most of them
‘that they ‘are.never at war' with, but always
rendering little offices of kindness to each other,
{being, indeed, unacquainted with any weapon of

1
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offence. The head of each trihe is getierally an

old man, who daily sets forth the experience he '
has gained to the junior classes, exhorts them to .
a brotherly union and regard for their fellow | ,

creatures, and inculcates the practice of divine|
worship, 4f which they seem ‘to have an instinc-/
tive 1dea They regard the sun as the Supreme
Being, fo whom they attribute all the little events
of thelr lives.

~The city of Maracaibo, as before stated, being.
/allowed to remain in the possession of the Royalists
by the terms of the armistice, they had appointed
General Delgado, one of its natives, governor. This
officer had formerly deserted from the Patriot ser-
vice to the Royalists, into whose hands he’ had
betrayed the whole of the troops he commanded,
who were put to death. In the beginning of
"February 1821, just before I reached it, he trea-
cherously re-sold it to General Urdenetta, who'is a
native of the city and then acted as the agent of

- Bolivar, for fifteen thousand dollars, and'the latter -

took possession of it in violation of the treaty, and
put many of the troops which were left to garrisorf
the city to death. ‘Some of them had been pred
viously ordered out by Delgado, and the remainder
were inassacred by a native battalion; called the
Toradores. Deélgado was, however, taken by the
Spaniards in his attempt to escape into New Gre-
nada with his ill-gotten treasure, and with two

]
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jof his brothers was put to instant death. "I had
not heard of the fate of the city till ‘the pilot
boarded the sloop I sailed in from Margarita, and
I afterwards saw the Independént flag waving from '
e towers of San Carlos,) ‘

, “Maracaibo was at that time visited by many of
#Ahe persons who had claims upon the government,
) jamongst whom ‘was Mrs English, the widow of
‘the General of that name) who has been men-
tioned in the early part of this work. /She had
* suffered many insults from persons belonging to,
"or connected with the government, since the death
of her husband, and only the night before I
-reached Maracaibo, a native contractor for sup-
plies of stores to the Congress had offered her
the grossest treatment, and was only prevented
from proceeding to open violence by her deter-
mined conduct. She was an heroic woman, and
possessed a degree of fortitude, under all circum-

stances, seldom equalled.
staid in the town some days, in the hope .of
Ameeting with some vessel to convey me across the
'lake, without going by the usual conveyances.
‘The general méthod of navigating the lake is by
‘means of small flat-bottomed boats, termed pira-
.guas, which are worked - by dlsproportlonately
large square sails, which, with their masts, are
‘struck on entering any of the rivers, where the
fresh gale which prevails’ on the bosom of the



‘11B RECOLLECTIONS OF A; SERVICE

lake’ is entirely lest. In some- parts of these:
rivers, which are all very narrow, the branches of :
the lofty trees on each side intermingle and. form
a natural variegated arcade of exceeding beauty,
which, although it delights the eye, causes an
apprehensive® sensation by no - means agreeable, -
from the conviction that thonsands -of the most
‘venomous reptiles are lurking in-the overhanging
shade, whose every-hite is followed by certain
death, Myriads of small snakes are seen coiled up
in the foliage of the trees, to the beauty of which
they add ‘by their great variety of ¢olour, while
more huge ones are waiting either on the -banks,
-or suspended from the branches, ready to. make
‘their fatal 'spring.. Here the piraguas are worked
in the same mammer as the boats on the river
-Magdalena—by poling. It is not a pleasant mode .
of travelling, as the passengers are always very
' numerous, and are necessarily huddled together
under a canopy, nearly’ melted with heat and
“devoured by swarms of mosquitoes. - Not much
‘relishing - these comfortless conveyances, I em-
“barked in a-small schooner for)Monporo, a very
small Indian town at the extremity of the lake:
the latter is perhaps the finest piece: of ‘water in
the world both as to extent and scenery... '
‘Near this lake is the tract of land which ‘was
granted by the Congress to the Joint Stoek Com-
pany, formed in London, under the title of the
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Colom!mn Agticultural Association. = The sur=
face :of the country being for many leagues low,
swampy, hot,'and consequently unhealthy, it is
of .course ' totally unfit for the: purpose, as the
existence of: Buropean labourers would: be.inevi-
tably terminated in a very short time under such
circumstanees: The land would certainly prove
fertile, if properly drained and cleared of:the im-
mense quantity of wood growing upon it, and if
labourers could be found whose coustitutions
would enable them to undergo the severities of
the climate; but there:are many other spots which
are unquestionably ‘more ' calculated for English
agriculture. than .that located to the Company.
These however the government will 'take care to
-preserve. It may indeed be looked upon as cer-
tain, that little in Colombia will be parted with
which the authorities consider worth keeping.

Tt is the custom with all vessels belonging to
the lakes of Maraeaibo .to rest every night, and
jwe; therefote: anchored. at sun-set in & small bay
,where innumérable sheals of. the finny tribe were
continually sporting in their nativé elément, théir
glistesiing whiteness forming tracks of light by
their reflection of the moon-beams.. A cluster of
fishermen’s huts showed ‘their lowly réofs: upon
the :shore, iaking the quiet' retreat of a: hardy
.race. secure in their poverty, happy in their sta-
..tions; and uninterested in the storms which had
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so.long.and so powerfully agitated their. country.
The silence_of night was interrupted by.the. roars
of hundseds of waterfalls. issuing. through the
deep ravines' in the- distance, dashing in fierce
grandeur from their lofty beds: from rock.to rock,
the noise : creating a thousand lingering -echoes in
their passage; while at .imtervals was:heard the
plaintive warbling of a native sailor:.boy, whe,
while - he. kept his watch .on the deck:of a small
vessel near us, carolled forth a Spanish air with-
great sweetness and simplicity.)

/ﬁ the marning we weighed, and after. coa.stmg
all day came again to: anchor,  at nightfall, at the
mouth ;of :a small shallow inlet :which branches | .
from the lake. and runs up toMonporoj which is
very small, and merely contains(a sort of post-,
house for the reception (I cannot say accommoda- } ;
“tion) of travellers, where relays of good mules:
and horses are provided by the government, free
of cost to its members and officers. It is used
only as a resting place for the muleteers and
couriers, and is under the controul of a person
who is styled the commandant, and resides in' a
superior kind of dwelling. About a cable’s length
from the shore, above the water, are seen several
Indian cabins of singular construction. Four large
piles are driven perpendicularly into the bed of the
lake, leaving the top about twelve feet above the
highest water mark. They are driven into the
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bed at equal distances, in the form of a square,
‘and on them is raised one of these ingenious little
habitations, each comer of it resting on one of the
piles. They are thus protected from the snakes
and other reptiles which abound in the muddy
[marshes on the shore, and are also exempt entirely
‘from the filth of the town and its vicinity, and in
ia_great measure from the noxious effluvia which
g:consmntly exhales from the bogs. To the piles
;are fastened their canoes and fishing. implements
‘on their return from their excursions up the lake.
‘These habitations were the means of giving the
name of Venezuela to that province originally,
‘because, in the opinion of the Spanish invaders,
‘they resembled the city of Venice in the manner
.of their erection. They named it accordingly, and
‘the term soon extended to that part of the Re-
‘public so called at presenty
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CHAPTER VI

The author sets out for Rosario de Cucuta—General geographical
description of the territory of Colombia—Cavdillera of the Andes
and their. operation on the confirmation of the country, and on
its climate—Admirable facilities for internal nivi_gation—J qurney
to Betrogena—The Cockinillo, or water-horse—Arrival at Ti
motes—Jovial priest—Description of "Timotes—Hospitality and

. eecentricity of the villsge Padre—Description of the Paxamos, or
deserts—Their effects on the animal system—Means of avoiding
the consequences—Startling proof of the danger—TPerilous effect
on the author’s servant—Dahgerous road—The author’s capote

+  —Curious assemblage at a cottage—Honesty of the natives vin.

. dicated—Remains of the city of Merida—Its destruction by an
earthquake—Plg-hunUng—-Descnpnon of the Cabolos—Amval
at Las Gistas.

cured mules for myself, servant, and baggage, to
prosecute my route, and the cavalcade moved
forward, consisting of two led horses, six saddlei
and baggage mules, my dog, and the peons, or:
guides, who serve the double purpose of taking.
the traveller through the most direct roads, and
of conveying back the mules when done with.
These formed the whole of my little caravan, with -
which I comménced a journey over the wildest

/AFrER resting a night at the post-house, I pro)
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mountains, through the most gloomy foreats and
'deep ravines of Colombia, in which all the varieties
of climate nature produces are experienced; and
in the space of a few hours the traveller is scorched
.beneath the rays of a burning sun, and shrinks
‘benumbed in an atmosphere so intensely; eold,
‘that not even the natives, daily accustomed to the -
trial,. can exist without the severest exercise. I
shall present to the reader a rather detailed de-
scription of -this journey, as it tends to give a
general picture of the interior of the country, and
will afford an adequate idea of its peculiarities.

. In so vast an extent of country as that contained
in the Republic of Colombia, it is but redsonable
to imagine that there is to'be found a great variety
of climate, and diversity of natural preductions. The
territory possesses on the Atlantic acean, above
2000 miles of sea coast; while that on the Pacific;

. is calculated at about 1300. (The interior of the
country is m'egularly divided by the Cardillera:of
:the Andes, which'is the cause of imparting. these
'stnkmg peculiarities of temperature and soil which
{ so eminently characterise it. This .stupendoms
" cliain first rises in the province of Quito) on. the
Pacific, and continuing on towards El Asspvay,
there attains the height of -from 15 to 20,000 feet;
having its lofty summits perpetually covered with
snow. : From it spring several irregular branches
in its course towards the is‘thmusA of Panama,
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and from these. .issue at intervals volcanoes, which
send forth torrents..of flame and lava, .destroying

every semblance of vegetable. life, and at times
threatening destruction to the surrounding country..

Another ridge, -equally stupendous but more un-
even and varied, divides the lovely. and fertile

\;ﬁ’ valleys of Cuca from the .river Magdalena, and

%%

gomg on.through the proviace of Antioquia, ter-

" minates at a short distance from the town of Mon-

\\)\)}

poro. The most considerable chain of all is that

in the, eastern district, among the lofty mountains
and winding passages of which, the amazibg

, number of streams produced by the flowing of the

waters in the'rainy seasons, take their source, ‘and

which, descending on the plains, become united

and compose the rivers Meta and Apure. ;.. These
continually running into the Oronoco for several
weeks ‘with undiminished torrents, have the effect
of swelling that majestic river so as to render:the

immense surrounding-level country a complete in-

land sea during four months of the yeary Other
links connected with the same chain, but of less
importance, stretch through the provinces of Me-
rida, Maracaibo, and Ocana, and .end in the
spowy.mountains of Santa Martha. The effects

- of these lofty. ridges have been such as to produce

configurations to the country, which bestow upon
it the influence of many zones, The sea coast is

in all parts. hot, and in some unhealthy, and the

\
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sbil is' of a kind of loose sinking sand, which'is na-
turally unfavourable to agriculture; while at the
elevation of from 4 to 5,000 feet above the level
of the sea, the air is pleasant and salubrious; the
soil extremely fertile, and the productions nume-
rous. These spots are also quite free ‘from the
noxious reptiles which are so destructive to the
life and repose of man in the warmer patts. ' As
the altitude increases to about 2,000 feet, -so the
heat becomes more intolerable; but at a greater
height, it rapidly changes to a colder temperature,
and at the rise of 12,000 feet, no person can live.
The immense tract which comprehends. the ex-
tensive plains “of  the : Apure, 'and ‘inclides- the -
province of Varinas, is mild and healthy. It con-
tains some immense forests, which abound -with
timber of magnificent growth, and nature appears
to be equally productive of animal as of vegetable
life.. Here wild beasts and reptiles flourishi in
every way that can contribute to the: annoyancé
of the human race, whil¢ the- more useful animals
are furnished in such a manner as to. supply altits
wants. * On these savannahs 'are bred the herds
of wild horses and other cattle, which, previously
' to the war, baffled all attempts. at calculation; but
3 ‘they have 'necessarily diminished. durmg the pro-
" gress of the Revolution. -

No country in the world can be better watered
or more capable of having its inland navigation
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brought to the highest perfection, than Colombia
in general. The whole of the interior, excepting
only th8 province of Coro, is everywhere beauti:
fully diversified by romantic rivers and streamlets,
of which, in a march of 200 miles, above thirty
will be crossed; on an average, in any part of the
territory except the province just referred to, in
vthich the want of water is sometimes severely felt.
- From a delay that bad occurred in procuring the
mules I required, it was nearly evening before 1
left Monporo. (My next stage was ‘Bbtrogena,
distant about fifteen leagues, through a thick
forest, growing out of the deep swamp which sur-
- rounds'the lake. There is only a single extremely
narrow passage through the otherwise impenetra-
ble brushwood, and this, from the constant traffi¢’
carried on by its ‘means, and. the wetness of the:
soil,” is rendered one line of mud, into which the
mules sank in some places to' the girths, as.we
literally waded through it. About ‘midnight I.
.reached 4 haciunda, which being the only restings.
place hetween Monporo and Betrogena, .I availed
myself of it to rest the mules and to take some'
refreshment.” My hammock was slung in an open"
corridor, at the end of which my servant took up"
his abode, the. peons sleeping in another part of
the building. All had quietly resigned themselves
to sleep, when about 3 4. ». the clatter of ‘hoofs.
disturbed' us, -announcing the -arrival® of. ' some
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strangers. - The ‘peons, "apprehending that: they
" ,were part of the numerous. gangs of ‘robbers’ who
/infested the forests and mountains, came in bréath:
less with terror, to beg that I would couceal my- -
,self in a place to which- they would conduct me:
: Upon reconnoitring, I perceived .thére were onty
‘three of them, and challenged them with, the usual
Quiviva?’ ¢ La Patria ” was the .reply; and
it.proved to be one of Bolivar's aides-de-camp,
‘with two peons,. carrying despatches to Urdenetts
at Maracaibo. He had ‘been attacked during the
night by a gang of robbers, but had escaped from
‘them without injury. After.a quarter of an haur's
conversation: and a congratulatery cup, he. passed '
on his way, and at day-light I resumed mme)

After. continuing threugh the marsh.till late'in -

the day, I came to an almost perpendicular ascent;
which in about three hours I winded up,and
‘reached & fine tract of high land, at the com-
mencement of which stands. the.town of Bltros
gena. The: contrast of climate I experienced hére;
‘as compared with that I had just left, was equally
“surprising ‘and agreeable. From a dense anad
‘sultry noxious atmosphere—occasioned by the ex-
‘halations from the vast extent of bog, ‘which' pow:
‘erfully affects the lungs, and causés a great depres-
smn of the animal spirits—as soon. as the .imouns
'tain breeze caught our heads on approaching. the
top, it suddenly varied to one clear, cool, open;
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and. refreshing, which gave the whole party great
relief. From this height I enjoyed a full view:of
the lake and the:edjenent country, and had unfor-

tunately@t too much time to contemplate it, as I

was detained here till the following day, for a fresh

supply of mules;

Finding that I jshodld prabahly be kept- here
some days, as -none of the inhabitants seéemed
inclined to accommodate me, I made. use of the
power allowed me by the warrant I possessed, of -
impressing the cattle of the civilians. - Arming the
peons, who eagerly joined in the expedition,’ that
they might be allowed to return, I set forth in
search of some mules, and seized upon-some which
I perceived carrying merchandize to' the interior;
which ultimately proved to belong to ‘the merchant '
who had so grossly insulted Mrs English,at Mara-
caibo. He had. arrived at Betrogena, whete he
was obliged to stay, in consequence of the death
of some of his mules, through' the fatigue of such -
a hasty flight as he had made; but havmg suc-
ceeded in purchasing others, he had left the town
as soon as he was informed of- the arrival of an
officer from Maracaibo, fearing that he might be
punished for his brutal behaviour.

- Having overtaken him, I called out to the mule-
teers to stop,. but upon heating my' voice, he fled’

at full gallop, leaving the whole of his property in.  °

my hands, -Taking it back .into- the  towm, I
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selected what mules I winted, and gave ‘up the
others, with their burthens, to the Alcalde of the
place, .making him give me a receipt for them. I
now immediately ‘proceeded -on Escugwa, -three
leagues off ; but, as the delay had brought on night,

I found it difficult, having no peons, to keep the
road, that lay through some -very intricate moun-
tain passes, which the darkness of the night occa~
~ sioned me several times to mistake. ‘

- ~About 2 A.m. I:reached the valley in which the
little:town stands, and .upon ‘entering -it knocked
up-the Alcalde; who had long retired to his repose ;
and not wishing to do the owner of the mules I
had ‘made free ‘with' more injury than was abso-~
lutely necessary, I requested a fresh supply of
cattle, which however could not be granted till the
folowing evening. I waited till that-time, when,
taking a receipt under the Alcalde’s hand for the
" borrowed mules, I .proceeded to have the fresh
‘ones loaded ; but one of them, being restive, started
off, .and fell with her. burthen dver the brow of a
meuntain- close. behind the town, killing herself,
and dashing the trunk she :bore to atoms. T tra:
velled allinight towards Timotes, ‘along the banks
of a beautiful river, shaping its’ course through
-a serpentine valley, which was hoimded by high
mountains, rising :in various. placés in an amphi-
;theatrical form.. Soon after day-break, I observed
‘a party of Indians -busily: engaged in hunting a

YOL. 1L K
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species of animal, termed in some parts of Colombia
the puerco de aquas,ﬁ and in others, the cochi-
nillo and the water-horse. To the latter it bears’
" some slight resemblance in the shape of the body;
but about the head and neck it is much like the
former. It is commonly very fat, partlcularlyi :
at the top of the neck, while it is frequently fif-!
teen inches thick. They are esteemed by the;
Indians good eating, but are rather too strong fot§
European stomachs. They are easily killed, as
upon hearing any noise they thrust their heads mto'
any place capable of covering their eyes, leavmg‘
their bodies perfeetly exposed, Qne blow of the
machetti generally divides' the spinal marrow,
after which, such parts as are wanted for imme-
diate consumption are roasted at once,  and of -the
other tassao is made. The fat serves for many. pur-
poses : among others, a good oil is extracted from it,
“which burns in lamps with exceeding brightness,
About 7 A.m. (_rzmved at the village of Jlos
Puertos, where I breakfasted, @and after resting the | \
mules two or three hours, again wenton. I now !
began to ascend the tremendous chain of mouns
tains—their towering heads lifted far above the
clouds-—stretching for several leagues between Los
Puertos and Timotes. Here, for some distance, ¥
. found the climate to vary from a temperate, to an

. Water-hog.‘)
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almost insupportable degree of heat, which again
changed, as I advanced higher, to an equal degree
of cold. Going on, without stopping, over these
rugged and barren excrescences :of nature, I
,Teiched the summit of them just before sun-set,
and cautiously descended the steep declivities on
the opposite side. About 10 ».M. I reached the
ientrance of the narrow valley at whose mouth the
:vxllage of Timetes lies. Here my progress was
again impeded by the usual obstruction—want of
‘mules. The Alcalde, after expressing his regret
.at not being able either to procure me any that
night, or to adcommodatée me with a lodging,
.recommended me to go to the house of the Padre,
as being the best the place afforded. I did so,
and found the priest a kind, hospitable, good sort
‘of man when sober, which, by the purple hue
‘of his capacious nose, appeared to be very sel-
dom. He gave me a hearty welcome, and quickly
.ordered the best of everything his house afforded
to be laid before me. He then pressed me to make
huge sacrifices to Bacchus, and, with alittle hypo-
erisy, veiled his own propensity, under the wish to
do justice to the brave English, the * Libertadors
of his country,” as he termed them ; and certainly;
if being toasted in every form his fertile imagina-
tion could devise for.the sake of an excuse for
(drinking, could do them justice, -they had no rea-
'son to complain. At length, becoming completely

.
‘'
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inebriated, he' quietly went asleep on his chair,.
from which he fell on the floor beneath the table
without waking, and I left him in a happy state of,
unconsciousness to take a few hours’ rest,)

- +In the morning the Padre, notwithstanding his
drinking bout, rose early and requested me to
take a walk round the village, in which I was
forcibly reminded, by the general appearance of
it, of one of the neat little hamlets so common in
‘England, and almost fancied myself back again
there, when the Padre presented me ‘with some
apples and cherries from his garden,. species of fruit
which I had not seen since I had left that countryJ
Timotes is capable, from the nature of its chmate,
of producing every description . of English fruits,
vegetables and grain—wheat, barley, rye and. oats
were growing abundantly, tonsidering the size of
the place and the number of the inhabitants.
The ears of wheat were - surprisingly large. and
full. (There were also cabbages, peas, potatoes, .-
andsother vegetables; in a very forward state, and
many of them were prepared, by the orders of the
hearty old. priest, for my dinner. The 'y&hole of
the fruits were' submitted to my taste; they
were very fine, far exceeding any that I ever saw'
+in England, both as to size and flavour; . the.
cherries in particular were. immensely large,
but it is the characteristic of the. climate in the'
milder parts: of. Colombia, to greatly increase the!
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{ magnitude of European fruits ' when cultivated
{ther@ :
The good Padre gave me an excellent enter-
tainment, and then, as before, began such a furious
attack on the bottle, that he was in a short time
completely intoxicated. He arose to' compliment
me, and to desire me to convey his thanks to the-
remainder of the British officers in the Colombian
service, for their assistance in the cause of liberty;
and, while in the middle of a long harangue, one of
his servants came into the room and interrupted
him. He now became outrageous, and thrashed
the offender severely; not being satisfied with this;
he  descended to the apartments occupied by the
‘rest’ of his domestics, and beat them all round;
and’ after having demolished nearly the whole of"
his crockery, he unluckily thought of the manner
in‘'which I'left him the preceding night, and came
#p stairs to’ quarrel with me for it. I laughed at
him, when he’grew more vexed, and threatened to
inflict the same kind of chastisement upon me as
‘he had practised on his servants. I consequently
thought it more prudent to retire to my room than
‘to have any altercation with him, and left him to
get quiet again. 'This however he did not choose
to do, for, throwing up his window, he caused such
ariot, and called so' loudly for assistance, that the
Indians conceéived the stranger was about to mur-
‘der their priest. Under this apprehension - they
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flew to arm themselves with their machettis, and |
sallied round to the back part of the house to effect|
an entrance,

-Having received intelligence of their movements.
from one of the servants of my good-natured, but'
- half-mad entertainer, I despatched him at once to
the Alcalde, with an order for the immediate deli-
verance of the mules. After some trifling excuses -
they were sent, and being quickly loaded, I soon
left the Padre’s residence in the rear, and certainly
not without some fear of having my throat cut by
the infuriated Indians, who were still at the back
of the house forcing their way in, while I escaped
at the front. - The Padre, although drunk, was not.
quite blind, and perceiving my departure, roared out:
lustily from the window for me to return, apologi-
sing for his late conduct; but as I made no answer,
he grew more enraged, and threw all the bottles
and glasses, and:every other article within his
reach, after me, and did -not cease while I was in
sight of him.; I regretted leaving him so abruptly,
for he was a worthy old fellow.at heart, though
his head was too hat to render a longer stay either
safe or agreeable.

ﬂt being late when I left, I stopped ata thmly

scattered. village about four leagues from Ti- ..

motes, situated at the foot of a mountain paramo.

Here I was obliged to procure a shelter for the
remainder of the night, .not only from the cold,
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whith hatl sincreased to: great severity, but- that
the mules and  peons might be-refieshed and
ready to proceed up the height at the first dawn
of moming ; ‘for, if benighted in these dreary wilds, *
it is impossible to escape being frozen to death. A |
parameo signifies an uninhabitable desert, in which:
no human being can exist without being kept in‘»\
unceasing: and violent motion. No artificial means
are strong enough to sustain life while exposed to
their inclemencies. - The most ardent spirits are
entirely void of any good effect, and generally
increase the direful. codsequences. There are
many of them in Colombia; and they generally lie
amidst immense moiintains, principally the Cordil-
lera of the Andes, or a branch of them. They are
/8sually long, deep valleys, between the highest
“elevations, 8o shut in and obscured.by the neigh-
‘bouring hills, as to possess all the severities of theit
:extreme height, without one ray of the sun to shed
its genial influence through them. To remain in
.them unsheltered at night is now never attempted,
former experience proving that death certainly
follows ; buf in some, which from:their extent
vequire two or three days to cross, small houses
aré erected at the expense of the district in which
‘they are situated, wherein cooking utensils ard
other articles of convenience are kept for the accom-
modation of travellers, and stabling for.their mules.
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Here-they stop and light fires,: which ‘théy sleep..,
before) and are-thus partially secured: from the
pitiless blast, though the effort to  remain for
many hours, even so screened, is very painful. - _

The manner in which they operate is as follows:
The highly rarified air. occasions: at first- a great
difficulty in breathing, with asharp piercing pain
at each inspiration, scarcely to be borne. - This in
time amounts to nearly an impossibility of respir~
ing, :and the unhappy persons so affected (whoare -
termed by the natives ‘ emparamentos ”) are
suddenly benumbed in the extremities, owing to
their incapability of- continuing in motion.. - Soon
after this, they are seized with violent raving and

. delirium, and, in their horrible paroxysms, froth
at the mouth, tear the flesh- from . their- hands
and arms with their teeth, pull their hair, and
beat themselves , violently against- the ground,
uttering ‘ the most piereing cries, till quite -ex-
hausted. The cold then soon'deprives them of all
motion and feeling, and ‘death  comes as a season-
able ‘relief. The. bodies -are in -all cases: much
swollen, and a great distortion of the features ig
produced by the dreadful: convulsions they suffer
before death, the whole surface of the skin-being
discoloured and nearly black. - The only remedies
ever known-to have-effect, are severe scourgings,
and the drinking of cold -water' found: in- springs.
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in ithe pAramos; but these remedies must be
employed immediately .after the first’ symptoms
appear, .or they are useless. )

It may- perbaps afford some ideg of the seveuty'

of these wildernesses, when it is stated that,(u r pon
‘onie occasion, upwards of five thousand horses and
miles’ were collected by the orders of Bolivar, to
‘carry the baggage of his army destined for the
_conquest of New Grenada ; but in crossing the pa-

- ramo_of Pisba, only seventy of them escaped death,

\and nearly five hundred of the troops shared the
same fate. There are some paramos which, .for
nine- months in the year, cannot be entered, In

November, December, and January, the hunters
1of wild cattle. generally go into them to take the
iherds of deer, &c. which at those tlmes resort
“ there for pasture,

/Vﬂth the first.peep of morning hght myself and
(»party were mounted, after having partaken of some
\roaSted plantains and milk of the cocoa-nut, which
‘was the only fare the place afforded, and we conti-
;med riding, as fast as the strength of the mules
;would permit, the whole day. - I had not gone far,
‘when I'saw two.horses and their riders stretched

;before me in the .icy grasp-of death, having sunk
gbefore they could reach the extremity of the para-
‘mo;; though it was not half a mile from them, I
made as light.of . the. matter.as;possible, to avdid
increasing the fears of my party, and huiried past.
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About 3 piM.: we were ‘all' 36 benumbed, that it
was with difficulty we could: retsin our séats; and
my servant, who had .eagerly drained his brandy
bottle, was by far the worst. ' I began to fear that
he must be sacrificed, amd desired ane of the peons
to go forward and endeavour to find a spring, while
the other and myself stayed with him to inflict the
- other part of the remedy, viz. flageltation.

-~ In & short time, the foremost peon returned with
the information, that there was a spring a little way
en, to ‘which he urged us. We reached it, and
dismounting, contrived to force him fo drink some
water, which he'did, but seemingly with great pain,
and he soon. perfectly recovered. I .then tried
the experiment myself. The torturing sensation
attending the attempt, I can only conceive to be
like that which would be produced by forcinga
quantity of needles down ‘the throat, tearing the
skin and flesh in their passage. 1 soon felt the
benéfit. of it, however, in a comfortable glow of
heat, which spread equally alk over me; and
remounting, I rode forward gaily, and met a party
of natives, who informed meé that the worst part: ~
of the paramo was passed; but they deceived us.
As night closed. in, at which time we commenced
the descent, ‘I experienced a change in the atmo-
sphere, as severe as it was sudden. Dim vapour-
ing cloads hung midway betweén us and the plain
we wished to reach, while others, scudding rapidly:
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over us, left their freezing moisture on that part of
our faces necessarily exposed to it; and before we
arrived at the end of the journey, the skin literally
peeled off, as if scalded. To diminish our speed
was dangerous, and to continue it equally so: it
was the choice of breaking our necks, or of being
frozen to death. \
~ The ‘passage made here for the mules was on
the edge of a.precipice above a hundred feet in
“depth, and ‘the path they had to go upon not two
feet wide) and so rugged, that each step they took
threatened to cast the whole of us over: to add to
the discomfort of our situation, it was so dark that
none of us could distinguish the deep ruts into
which the mules’ feet were continually slipping.
It was here that I found the benefit of my capete,
a species of cloak more remarkable for its utility
than its elegance: it is of simple construction,
being merely a square piece of cloth with a hole
cut in its centre, barely large enough to admit the
head of ‘the wearer, and in general warmly lined
_throughout. - The material of which it is composed
varies according to the taste of the person it is
intended for, or perhaps more often to. circum-
stances. Mine, owing to a scarcity of cloth at
Maracaibo, where it was made for me, was merely
_two English blankets, very large and thick, sewed
together; and these are always more comfortable
than any other, as they will resist & surprising
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quantity of rain.- "When' riding, they  descend -
below the feet, and thus give equal benefit to all
parts of the body, at the same time affording a
covering to the horse or mule which carries the
wearer.  When sleeping in the woods, they are
quite as -useful: the hammock being slung'from
the branches of trees, a line is passed 1mmed1ately
over if, on'which the capote is hung, descending
over  each side of the hammock, and the hole in
the centre being tied up, the rain runs from it as
from a slated roof. - :
About ten o’clock, I'reached a peasant’s cottage
at the extremity of a paramo, and duly appreciated
the: comforts of a large fire, which blazed in the!
centre of the floor, and the pleasurable emotions:.
arising from the certainty of having passed the'
danger. Some’ cocoa and plantains being- pre-
pared by the host, I found them most.accept-
able aftér a hard ride of about eighteen-hours:
Having'seen the mules well provided, - I went to
my repose for the night. "There was but one room.
in the cottage, in which five Indians, the . peons;
my servant and myself slept; and at about mid-
night, or-soon after, we were joined by another
party of six Indian muleteers, who were going to
pass the paramo the following day, I mentiow this
fact, becaise the natives have been represented by
many of the officers who have served in. Colombia,
as ‘dishonest, ‘and capable of any deed to enrich
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themselves, if in ever sotrifling a degree, . In this
‘instance, they could have had no dread of detec-
tion, and moreover must have known that, had
the fact been discovered, they would have escaped
punishment, from the indifference always.mani-
fested by.the government on such occasions, _Nei-
ther could they have entertained any.fear.of being
overpowered, as myself and servant could net have
bad a chance of contending successfully against
thirteen men, equally well armed as. ourselves.

Some instances have-certainly occurred, in which a
few of the English have been killed by the natives ;
but they have invariably proved, on investigation,
“to have originated.in some insult or injury offered
by the deceased .persons. {in many instances, I
! have. been with. parties’ of the natives, in situa-
. tions and circumstances equally favourable to
‘sdch designs, had they meditated them, but never
~experienced any but the most obliging and disin-
“terested behaviour from them. The party by
whom I was surrounded, on the present occasion,
regaled themselves with some chica, * after which

they filled their fortunas ¥ with some maize, and

shaking them violently, commenced a series. of

* Drink made from maize, with about five parts water added
toit, and fermented. It ig then sweetened with molasses, and
put into earthen jars for use.

. % Calabashes.
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movements which they termed dancing, varying,
them according te the quickness of the sounds of!
their delightful music. Some of these dances are
intended to convey notions of war, love, &¢)
(fn the morning early, I proceeded on to a little
village two leagues off to breakfast, where, having
- refreshed the mules, I went on to the ancient city
of Merida, formerly oné of the most magnificent in
Venezuela, but now a heap of ruins, and almost
deserted, having been nearly destroyed by an
earthquake in 1812, which was remarkable from
the fact of its being felt at Caraccas'at the same
time. Passing through a beautiful verdant valley,
the traveller ascends by a gentle rise to an exten-
sive plain, on which the remains of Merida stand.
It is one of the most enviable spots in Colombia,
both from the great charms of its situation, and the
salubrity of its climate, which has been generally
considered to approach very closely to that ‘of the
South of France. Here are also all kinds of Euro-
pean fruits and vegetables growing at the haciun-
das in the neighbourhood, and in such abundance,
that the plain may be justly termed the cornucopia
of Venezuela. The city itself has but few inhabi-
tants, and those of the poorer classes; but there
are some respectable families residing at the farmns
near it. At one of these I rested one night, as
mules could not be procured till the following-
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.morning, and was welcomed with that warm hos~
pitality which is the characteristic of the supenor
:classes of natives.,
assing through the remains of some nch plan-
/tations. and neat villages, which seemed to have
been the dwelling of much happiness before the
‘war had destroyed the residents and desolated the
country, I arrived at an extensive forest, where I
beheld numerous Indians, at different times and
places, hunting the wild pigs. Pig-hunting in the
interior of Colombia forms both a source of amuse-
ment and great profit, and is pursued by many of
the more wealthy inhabitants as a diversion, as well
as by the poorer classes, who dispose of the flesh
to dealers in provisions, which they first salt ex-
tremely well. It is purchased by persons who
reside near the banks of the great rivers, by whom
it is exported to the United States and the Carib-
bee Islands in great quantities. The wild pigs are
far superior in flavour to the domestic. They are
chiefly hunted by dogs, who catch and hold them,
while the hunter comes up and dispatches them
with his lance or machete. These dogs are very
powerful and sagacious. The largest will fre-
quently hunt by themselves in parties, and are
trained to return to their homes as soon as they
have killed a pig, which they will do three or four
times a-day. The pigs are small, generally weigh-
ing about sixty pounds, very fat, and delicious
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eating. A hunter will kill twenty of them in.a
day, for which he receives a_dollar, when he is
hired to hunt by any of the purveyors of provisions '
for the season. Those who hunt them for the.
- sake of the sport, go in parties of ten or twelve,
armed with rifles, with which they shoot them ;-
and this is far from an easy matter in the thick
“ brushwood by which they are covered, as they run.
with amazing swiftness; Many good shots ‘miss’
them, until practice. has rendered -them perfect
in the sport. : :
Some large boars are also often found in the
'woods, which are extremely furious, and some-
times go in flocks. Upon such occasions, when a
hunter happens to fall across their track, he is fre-
quently surprised and overpowered, unless his
pack is numerous and courageous. These he never
ventures to attack when alone ; but if he perceives
one boar in what is termed his cubil,* he will
approach him cautiously till within the distance
required, when he throws his lance in the manner
of a harpoon, and thus transfixes him to the
ground.
- ~Beyond the woods, the face of the country re-‘
‘assumes the appearance of sterility; and for
‘twelve or fifteen leagues, little excepting mcksl‘
and sands appear, without the least trace of vege- '

* Lair.
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tation. Not a habitation is discovered, and all
* nature seems to fly the place,;s which is not more
. than three leagues from the beautiful plain recently:
mentioned. The country continues the samé(tiil
‘ the Indian village of St Juan is pei'ceived which
- is a pretty place and neatly constructed, -
Taking some refreshment here of the usual fare
;on such journies, cocoa and plantains, I rested the
imaules until the rising of the moon, when I again
g set forth, and in the morning got to a wild uncouth
f village\called Astanguas,@here I breakfasted, and
then prepared to cross the cabolos; Cabolos
re@'ndges of a peculiar make, used in Colombia
to cross any precipice between two high moun-
mni)whlch is otherwise impassable ; and to avoid
thein a great deal of time must be lost in pursuing
‘another circuitous route, which is often impos-.°
~ sible, from the incapability of the mules to
proceed so far. /The one I'had to cross was over a
{ precipice at least 150 feet in depth, at the bottom
'of which was a river formed by the rolling of the
‘witers from the higheranountains, whose tremen-
dous rogsing, added to the other wild horrors of the
place, render it an appalling passage to persons:
anaccustomed to them. The means by which the
.traveller is conveyed over are in most instances
i niné ropes made of bullocks’ hide, well tanned and
tof a good substance, fastened at each side into the: .
| summit of the rock by means: of sleepers, and
VOL. II. ' L
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- stretched to & proper degree of tension over preces .
of wood, resembling the bridges of a violin. On.
these ropes, which are well greased to accelerate
the fotion of the passenger, runs another piece of ‘
wood in the shape of a crook, to which is secured:
a broad girth in the form of a loop, in which the
traveller is seated, holding by the part nearést the
crook. After leaving the first rock, he swings

- with terrific velocity to the centre of the cabolos,
where the bending of them occasioned by his weight
suddenly stops him. He is then suspended in.
what appears a most fragile support, over the deep
chasm yawning beneath him, while the rush of
the waters below assails his ear in a terrific

-manner; and unless he has sufficient nerve to
behold his situation with calmness, giddines

“ensues, and his grasp being relinquished, he is
precipitated to the bottom. To the girth are at-.
tached small ropes leading to each side,. and by
these he is pulled by the natives to the point ke is. ‘
going to, by sudden jerks, each pull threatening
to dislodge him. These, airy bridges are not
really dangerous while in good repair, hyt when
after the rainy season they are not properly
attended to, the constant wet, succeeded by the
scorching rays of the sun, decays them, and some-
times many lives are lost by a neglect of the state
of them. Horses and mules are passed over by
means of slings round their bodies, and sometimes,
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their necks) The cabolos of Astanguas are consi-
dered the most lofty and hazardous, I believe, of
any in the country.

I now continued forward over a fine level plain,
ibounded on each side by huge mountains for ahout
'sixteen leagues further, towards another village,
which I arrived at late in the evening. Resting

here a few hours, I went on again by the light of a
fine full moon, towards La Gistas. ' The next stage
was the most fatiguing I had yet experienced, both
for the mules and their riders. L'had to encounter
ranother mountain paramo, equal in severity, though
‘not in extent, to the first I have mentioned ; but I
ihad in this instance the advantage of daylight the
‘whole of the way, and entered the town of La
iGistas(in safety. Having travelled the two pre-
‘vious nights, I took up my abode here till the next
/day at the house of the Padre, a good sort of man,
and what is not-often met with, a sober one.
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CHAPTER VII.

La Gistas—Author proceeds without a guide—Informed of a horde
of robbers—Slaughter of travellers—Mode of living during jour-
neys in South America—Bodies of slaughtered travellers—
Respect paid to them by the nativée—Arrival et Rosario de
Cucuta—Description of that town—San Jose de Cucuta—Medi-
cingl springs—Want of medicdl professors in Colombia—Diseases
of the country—Elephantiasis—Barbarity of General Morales—

~ Death of Dr Roscio—General Barino declated Vice-President—
Assembly of the Congress at Rosario de Cucuta—Appearance and
acquiremerits of the Members—Base treatment of Mrs English—
General Devereux challenges the Vice-President—Arrest and
lmpnsomnent of Devereux—Arrest of the author—Brutality of
the Vice-President—Termination of - armistice—Movement of
Morales and La Torre—Author and Deverenx gent for trial-to
Caraccas—The Vice-President Barino’s disgrace and death—
Succeeded by General Santander. .

La Gisras lies in a pretty little valley at the base
of the mountain adjoining the paramo; and, be-
fore desolated and demolished by the war, it was
_esteemed a place of some importance, but is now
nearly deserted. Some few of the original inhabi-
tants are yet living at small haciundas in the vici-
nity ; but they were very much impoverished, and
afford melancholy proofs of the ravages of the
Revolution.
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On -the following morning, -the f@lcalde being
-inclined- to trifle “with . me, I was compelled to
jmpress some of his mules, of which he had
iplenty ; but the peons he. propesed to accompany
‘me were not at-hand, having, I believe, been ori-

: ginally sent out of the way on purpose, I set for-

~ward without them, and commenced travelling on
wn unknown road without a guide. My reason
for this was, that I feared to delay my arrival at
:Cucuta, lest the Congress should have finished the

‘business of settling the claims. Fortunately I
- kept in the right direction, and about midnight
"reached a small house which served as a relief to
_the letter-earriers between Bogota and the other

_principal towns in the direction of the.-Maracaibo
road. These are men who, throughout Colombia,
,carry the letters on foot with even greater swift-
.ness than either a horseman or muleteer, as they
-are intimately acquainted with every near turn
-and cut in the mountains and forests, and pene-
itrate through the mest bewildering labyrinths and -

- .narrow passes, where a horse or mule could nét
be guided, When one of them reaches any of
. these little posting-houses, he finds another ready
 to take his charge, and therefore not a moment is

lost, » :
[Here I was strongly urged not to go further till
morning, as my path lay through a forest infested

- with: banditti, who were deserters from a Creole
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regiment raised in New Grenada. To avoid 2
march through Venezuela to join Bolivar, they
had fled to this forest, where they lay concealed, .
and subsisted by plunder, not daring to return to
their homes through the dread of punishment. 1
was informed by the keeper of the house, that only
* two days before I arrived, they had murdered two

men with their wives and children. As a further

inducement for my stay, my host told me that I
could never keep my road without a guide; .and
in "the morning the mail from Maracaibo would
arrive, and the man who forwarded it from that
station would conduct me. I was therefore in--
duced to stay for the remainder of the night.)

. AWhen I arrived, both myself and servant were
nearly famished, having. only made qne scanty[
meal at La Gistas, the Padre being very poor;'
_and we had not tasted food of any kind since. I
here purchased a small quantity of dulce (coarse
‘brown sugar made into cakes), and a little gua-
rope (juice of the sugar-cane), upon which and

Some maize I regaled myself and companion,

reserving a small portion for the next day s jour-

ney) The mode of living on these excursions, in
such a country as South America, must neces-
" sarily be very hard and uncertain. Fortunate in-
-deed is the traveller, if, after a dripping wet ride
of twenty-four hours, or even more, he can get a
few roasted plantains and a little cocoa, and these
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at an exorbitant price. Sometimes he may pro-
cure tassao, but that is a great luxury, rarely to be
met with; and when it is to be had, seven and:
eight dollars a pound are demanded for it. The
extreme poverty of the natives, and the difficulty
they find in getting food for themselves and
families, make them hoard up provasaons of all
kinds as if they were gold.

To be known to be an officer belonging to the
government, is at all times sufficient to mark' the
traveller out as a proper subject for the exercise of
cupidity. :Whenever one approaches a dwelling,
-the women run to drive in all the poultry, and
‘notwithstanding they are aware that he has seen
‘them," they at once -cry out, in anticipation of a
demand, that they have none. This is accounted
for by the abuse of the power which the govern-
-ment has mvested in its officers, of seizing every-

j <hing they may want, without payment, from any
| . of the inhabitants, while on such journeys, and
; not, I believe, from any natural avarice. The
| native officers never pay for any article they
require, always compelling the persens whase
houses they enter to supply them; and if any
murmur is made, their lives frequently answer for

{When I retired to rest, the proprietor of the
house came to me with the information that he
could procure me a gallina * of a person who

* Hen.
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"

1a taal tem
do,l.;;_“. 2o requived for it.  wiad to cliaina meal
. g6 any prics, I agreed, and supped off as old a
hen as ever lived ; so tough, that at any other time
it would bave been thrown away as unfit to eat ;
my host at the same time congratulating me on
what he termed my bargain.
The post having arrived, the .next morning I
started forward and entered the wood which had
‘been ‘mentioned by my host the preceding night,
emerging from which the road lay through a range
of inferior paramos, which with infinite labour-and
pain we wandered over for some hours, when we
again -entered a forest. Here I saw the. place
pointed out to.me by the man of letters as the
general rendezvous of the robbers when they,
expected any passengers, and a very fit place for)
such an assemblage it appeared. It was a narrow'
pass eut through the thickest of the wood on the:
side of an agclivity which we were then ascending,
- gnd about fifty paces from the top of it my talk-
ative guide shewed me a small hut, a little out of
a path cnt tp the left, in which he said the mur-
ders had been committed and the bodies then lay.
He requested me to go there and pay the travel-.
ler’s tribute, which is that of placing a stone an
each of the bodies, which I did to gratify him, as
I knew. it was a custom never departed from by
natives. Whenever a person has been murdered in

aed auvu» A 84 R e e C_...';,
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anr oot SO0 sl el kis died on the road, no
burizi 1o =v° Ta:vwal wpon him, but each person
who passes by throws a stone.on the body, and
thus in time it is completely covered. This custom
is always religiously observed by the natives, who
bold it a great insult to the manes of the departed

-+ net to adhere to it. Bodies so covered are fre-

quently to be seen in Joumeya through the inte<

rior.;

/"'W e passed on wnthout any interruption from the
anditti, and soon lost sight of the melancholy
pot. At dusk we arrived at a small town, per-

fectly jaded, and stayed there for the night. On

¥ising early from my slumbers, I was' informed
ithat the peon who should have accompanied me,
ihad overtaken me at this spot, and had driven
iback the mules to his master. I was therefore
labliged to take one belonging ‘to the town, and

‘ride after him to get them again. He now went

-on with me till the animals could be spared. This
day was, as I was informed, the last of my labo-
.rious ‘journey, and I started with fresh strength.
and exhilarated spirits from that conviction. - The
road was still steep and mountainous, but the
certainty of soon reaching the goal for which-1 had
gone so many weary leagues, rendered the fatigues
of this day comparatively light. ‘After proceeding
for five leagues through the brushwood passes of
the mountains, I entered another Indian village on
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a high tract of land very bleakly situated, where
I procured the best supply of mules I had ever
seen in the country. After partaking of a hearty
breakfast of fried plantains and cocoa, I went on
to Rosario de Cucuta, which was then only six’
leagues distant. After crossing several inconsi-
derable hills, I descended to a richly cultivated
plain, of vast extent, on which the small town of
Shn Antonio de Cucuta ; (breaks suddenly upon
the view, and beyond are seen the towns of Rosario
and San Jos¢ de Cucuta, . :

(Here the climate varies again, and I soon- felt’
the powerful effects of the sun, which quickly dis-
sipated the cold sensation which had so long
affected my limbs. The heat however grew op-
pressive, and was equally as distressing as the
cold had formerly been, the transition being too
sudden. From the first of these towns to the
second, which was the seat of the government, it
is only about two English miles, and I entered «
the government-houseabout § p. m.

{ Rosario.deCuewta, though small, is well built,
and compact. It has several good and wide
streets, branching at right angles from a plaza in
its centre, at one corner of which, passing under a
large heavy stone archway, is seen the govern:
ment-house, which is acommodious edifice, forming
three sides of a square, .the principal chambers
and the hall of audience being in the centre. The
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iwhole is but ill contrived, as the stables are in the
body of the building, and only separated from the
. 'best room by a thin wall, and the passage leading’
.to them is under the suite of apartments generally
‘occupied by the governor. It surrounds a large
‘paved court, in which stands a fountain. A little
way further down the street which leads from the

plaza next to the government-house, is the Hall of

the Senate, as it was then termed, a low building

with an arched roof, in which the Congress were

to assemble, Three leagues beyond this, and on
the same plain, which extends for near twelve

leagues, stands San Jose, the largest of the Cu-

cutas, and the most commercial. Here all the

produce of the surrounding fertile valleys, which is

chiefly cocoa,’ is laid up in stores, and thence sent

over-land by mules to Puertos las Cachos, a branch

of the river Zulia, communicating with the lake of

Maracaibo, from whence it is conveyed in bungos

to the city of the latter name. About two English

miles from Rosario is a hot spring, whose waters

~ constantly flow in a boiling state into two im-
mensely large stone basins placed there to receive
them, and overflowing from them it forms a rivulet,
which cools in its progress. At the stream -thus
made the women from the three towns, and the cot-
tages near them, assemble almost daily to wash
their linen, standing in the stream and cleansing
the articles by beating them against large stones
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purpesely plated ka1 the wwater. . The waters of this
spring aie considered by the natives as possessing
many medicinal properties, and it is resorted to by
persons affected with . scrofula and other com-
plaints, and many of the native empirics are ¢on-
tinually sending draughts of it to their patients at
a distance, for which an enormous fee is required.
It may he proper here to mention the great
want of medical men of talent, and of proper medi-
cines, which has always been felt and now univer-
sally exists in Colombia. Hundreds of its natives
perish annually in consequence of not having any
proper treatment, and a far greater proportion are
for ever disabled and rendered helpless by im-
proper remedies prescribed by the quacks, who
practice the most ridiculous modes of treatment on
their ignorant and credulous countrymen. The na-
tives are peculiarly subject to ulcerated legs, which
are but in a very few instances cured, and it often
happens that mortification ensues, and thus the
wretched sufferer’s misery is terminated. There
can be little, if any, doubt, that clever medical
men, particularly surgeons, would meet with the
most liberal encouragement in any part of the in-
terior of the Republic, where the scarcity of them
is more felt than along the coasts. I have known
some of the most eminent of the English surgeons
to receive from twenty-five to thirty dollars, and
sometimes even. forty, for an operation and a visit



IN COLOMBIA. " 157 -

in a distant part of the country. {Elephimntiasis, or
:swelled legs, known in Colombia under the name
of the disease of San Lazaro, is astonishingly pre-
'valent persons of both sexes are often seen with
theu- extremities so horribly enlarged, that. they
~can scarcely drag them after them' as they crawl
ron the ground by means of their hands. At Car-
'thagena' there was an hospital erected for the
reception of those who were infected with it,
but General Morales had the cruelty ‘to set fire
to the building, with the intention of -burning en
masse the unfortunate inmates; most of whom
being unable to make any effort to escape, were
‘consumed, and those who endeavoured to get
through the flames were either shot or lanced by
the Spanish soldiery, who were stationed around
for that purpose) Bronchogele or goitres, is'also 4
general disease in the mountainous districts ‘of the
Republic.. Women are more  frequently, it has
been observed, so afflicted than men, and the enor+
"' mous tumours;are to be seen descending, in most
cases in an elongated form considerably entangled
at the extremity, to a length and size which is
perhaps unparalleled in other ‘countries. This
“horrible deformity is supposed to be caused by the
strongly impregnated waters which descend from
the mountains, ‘containing the properties of mine-
rals, and which are drank by the na‘tlves in great
quantities.
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- -Buit 4 short time before I reached Rosario de
Cucuta, [Dr Roscio, who had superseded General
Arismendez as Vice-President of the Venezuelan:
Congress, had died, and General Antlionio-Barino,
a native of New Grenada, had been appointed to
that station as regarded the ‘general Congress of
Colombia,) - This person had been previously on
all occasions so strongly opposed to the ‘politics
of Bolivar that he had in several instances thwarted
his schemes by raising insuperable obstacles to
them. His Excellency had now_however effec-
tually quieted him by advancing him to this office,
but his subsequent arrogance and.unjustifiable
abuse of power excited a general disgust towards
bim in the minds of all classes, and he was re-
duced to the only alternative of sending in his
resignation to avoid the disgrace of a public dis-

- missal. /r‘ n consequence of a delay in his arrival, ~ -
the meetmg of theCongress had been adjourned -
for some time, and it had' not assembled when I
reached Cucuta.;

* A" few days after, some of the members from
New Grenada having arrived, the Congress was
installed. - There were but few of the members
then in"attendance, as many of them lived at such
a distance from Rosario, that they could not get
there in time. Those who had reached it pre-
seated nearly the same motley appearance as the
members of the Congress at Angostura, the only
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difference between the two being that these were

.somewhat better clothed, but far more ignorant.

Many of the New Grenadian deputies could neither
read nor write, and in this class were four or five
general officers. The majority of those who were
possessed of any information were .priests, whose
mercenary, narrow-minded principles, and super-
stitious caution and reserve threw an inquisitorial
complexion over the whole proceedings. Some

- matters of minor importance having to be arranged,

it was determined that those only should be dis-
cussed till the whole of the deputies should be on
the spot. '

T attended these debates for some days, and was
much amused with them; not by the eloquence of
the orations, but by the sullen taciturnity of the
representatives, many of ‘whom T observed, for
three or four days successively, sat without ut-
tering a syllable, merely voting as the leaders of
their own particular parties had previously in-
structed them. It being imagined that the ab-
sentees would arrive in about five or six weeks, a
day was appointed at about that time for the audit
of the ‘claims, for which I was obliged to wait,
General Marino had invited me, in common with
many other claimants, to take up my abode in the
government-house till my affairs were settled ; but
after residing there about a fortnight, finding that

~ my health grew considerably worse, I removed to
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a small neat villa a short distance from the skirts
of the town, where I had a set of apartments, with
board and attendance ‘in very good style, for one'
dolla.r per dien)

/ About this. time General Devereux came here,
to endeavour to establish a claim upon the-
vernment, and proceeded - directly to Barino,,
who refused at once to acknowledge him as an;
officer of the Republic, and, with his characteris-:
tic brutality, ordered his servants to expel him;
from the house. The General was therefore in an
awkward situation; for, having calculated upon,
being well received and entertained at the expense!
of the government, he had brought a numerous
staff, with which he was obllged to lodge where
he could) .
- Mrs English having joined -the party of clamp
antsj had not deemed it prudent to take up het”
abode, as she was intitled to -do, at-the seat of
government, - but - had hired private lodgings at a.
house in the town. General Barino,” however,
prevailed upon her, under the pretence of com--
miserating her unprotected situation, to remove to
his house, and being a man considerably advanced
in years, she consented ; but he had no sooner got
her there than he made overtures to her of the
basest description, and finding that she persisted
in refusing them, turned her into the: streets at
midnight with brutal violence, without the means
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f procuring a shelter. . Devereux, who had not
forgotten.: the indignities Barino. had offered to
Ihlmself and had been only waiting for an oppor-
.tunity. of punishing them; made this an.excuse,

:and called - the :Vice-President out. But .the

‘challenge was no sooner received than he was, -
by the orders of Barino, placed under close arrest .

. till the pleasure of the latter was known con-

cerning him,)

Ahe next day he was conveyed to one of the

llars which had always been used as rgceptacles
or. charcoal, and here he was kept forty-seven
jdays upbn no-other support than bread and water,
and so scant was the allowance of the. latter} by
the - express- desire of the malignant Vice-Presi-
dent, that, in order to allay the excessive thirst
created by the particles of dust flying about his
dungeon, he was -obliged to ‘drink the water he

.washed in.. It being known that Devereux could
‘not write Spanish, in which language the chal-
‘lenge’ 'was written, the suspicions of Barino fell

upon an English officer, who was known to have
been intimate with him, to implicate whom every.
effort was used. In this Barino failed; but as

_ he felt certain that his suspicions were. right, he

ordered the officer to leave the town in twenty-

four hours, without "allowing him the privilege

of - establishing the claims’ he had upon the

- Congress. -
VOL. II. M
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\ (/While Devereux was thus incarcerated, I con
trived to intoxicate the centinels placed over him,
and passed some wine and provisions to him, as
" also some pencil and paper, that he might inform!
me how I could be serviceable to hiin. . In this I
- was observed by another soldier on duty, a short
distance from me, who informed the efficer of the
guard of the circumstance; and he conveyed it to
the Vice-President. I was therefore arrested and
taken before him, and was now suspected of being;
the writer of the epistle sent by. Devereux. After:
ordering me to a similar confinément to that en-:
dured by the latter)Q - Barino condescended to load;
me with every epithet his imagination could sug-
gest at the moment, and concluded by calling me
a traitor to the Republic. I remonstrated warmly,
* I.must confess, upon the accusation thus conveyed,
- feeling that I did not merit it,.and the only answer
I received was an inkstand, thrown at me by Ba-
rino. Unable to bear this, I seized a small brass '
rod on which was hung a curtain surrounding his
desk, and, before his attendants could prevent it,
threw it at him in return. I was then removed to
another cellar not far from the one occupied by
Devereux, and there left to my ruminations))

¥ remained in this confinement six weeks, on
an allowance of three plantains per diem, and a
little coarse bread, with an insufficient quantity of .
water. During this period the hostilities com--
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menced between the two parties, by mutual
iconsent, rather before the expiration of the time
| agreed on by the armistice). but as there appeared -
no likelihood of any amicable termination of the
differences between them, it was considered use-
less to delay further time in inactivity, and in
reply to a letter from the President to La Torre,
the latter agreed that hostilities should re-com-
mence on the 28th of April.

-Bolivar now, I believe, made use of every exertion
in his power to repair the injury done the cause
by the interval of peace, occasioned by his treaty,
‘and perhaps, for the first time, resolved that hard
fighting, without the interference of diplomatic aid,
should gain the contest. Some strenuous efforts
- were essentially requisite on his part, to atone for
the time he had given to the Royalists to prepare
themselves for the renewal of the war, which had -
enabled them to reinforce themselves in a great
‘measure, though not to the extent anticipated by
Morillo when he completed the armistice at Santa
Anna. Still they could now muster a force which
was far from' contemptible, and under such men
as Morales® and La Torre, who had succeeded

* This officer, who has been since appointed By the Court of
Spain to the situation of Governor of the Canary Islands, was
originally a servant to General Arismendez, and rose in the Spa-
nish service from the ranks. Next to Morillo, he was the mbst
active and enterprising officer that Spain ever had in Venezuela.
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Morillo in the command, some -successes on their. -
sidé 'might. be rationally expected. -

Meantime Bolivar had not. been idle, in his
usual plodding manner, amongst the Chief Magis-
trates in the various provinces which .were still
inclined towards the Spanish ‘Government. He,
had employed numerous agents-in endeavouring
to bring them over to his interests, which it must
be recollected were also those of his' country, and
had succeeded tolerably well. The: provinces of
Cuenca, with the districts. of - Ilambato, Rio,
Camba, and -Quaronda, had deelared for the Inde-
pendents, and had volunteered to send supplies of
arms and stores, if not men, which they could not
promise, the natives not liking the idea of leaving
their homes to fight for liberties which . they had
previously felt: existed only. amongst those in
authority, and- had reason.to expect that they
would ‘be rewarded with perhaps -still greater
demands upon their humble means than even- the.
Spaniards had of late years extorted.*

The first 'movement which Morillo and La
Torre made, was to draw.off their forces from
Caraccas, and proceed with them, the former to
Valencia, and the latter to Calabozo. In doing
this they had left Caraccas with a very small ..

* The Republic was also at this time increased by the union
of Rio de la Haita. ‘ ’

ot
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/‘force to defend it, and the active Patriot, General
i Bermudez, having ascertained this fact, dashed in
’at the head of his few Guerillas, beat the Spa-
niards out, and took possession of it. The latter
.circumstance being known at Rosario de Cucuta,
General  Barino had determined upon sending
Devereux and myself to Caraccas, that we might
be tried by a military court-martial of natives for
‘breaches of the ‘martial law" of the Republic,
The General had been sent' off before I was
made’ acquainted with my journey, which was
delayed a little time, in consequence of the
attempts of the few friends I had acquired at
Rosario to obtain my release. During my incar-

-ceration they had been unceasing in their endea-

vours, and through their means and representa-

tions petitions from all parts of the city had

crowded ‘the table of the Vice-President.” The
fneémbers of the Congress, who had assembled,
‘were unanimous in the expression of the unjusti-
ifiable measure adopted towards me, and strongly
-urged that .I should be set at liberty.  Barino

‘would not listen to.them, and by an extraordinary

stretch of power forced me. to Caraccas. My
previous weak state of health was rendered much
worse by my imprisonment; and when. I was
brought out, and mounted upon the back of a
‘mule, T fainted and fell off, from actual weakness.
Having been so long confined. in a cellar, where a
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ray of light (sdve that of the jailor’s lantern) never
penetrated, and my eyes inflamed and swollen by
the dust which had entered them, I was rendered
quite blind by the sudden transition to the broad
daylight, and remained so for several days.,

/1 shall not enter into the particulars “of this
joumey, it will be enough to say, that being
strapped to a mule at the onset till I had gained
sufficient strength to maintain my seat, I arrived
at Caraccas, where I was tried, and mstantly
acquitted, as Devereux had previously been); It
must be understood that his Excellency the Pre-
sident had no share in this, nor even a knowledge
of it. 'He was at the time on the plains of the
Apure. Had he been at Rosario, I have not the
slightest doubt but things would have been ma-
haged very differently.

‘Not long after I had been thus forced away .
- from the seat of Government, Barino’s conduct,
had 'become so flagrant and glaring, he was
given to understand that, unless he resigned,
serious charges would forthwith be made to the
Congress and Bolivar. Upon thus finding himself
unable longer to withstand the current of popular)
feeling, he resigned, and retired for a little time to’ -
Santa-fé-de-Bogota, with five thousand dollars of,
the public money, which he had embezzled. Here, ;
- 1 believe, after Bogota had been made the seat of
Government, he was brought to trial, in which. he :
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;made an elaborate defence, only remarkable for
'its hypocrisy, and soon after died. .

Barino was, I believe, an e}ceedingly brave
man, a good general, and a clever, able senator;
but his abuse of power and his tyrannical dis-
position, which increased with his years, were too
great to be passed over in silence. His principles
and loyalty, as regarded the cause of liberty,
have been doubted; but I never heard that any
proof was duly adduced of the truth of the insi-
nuations that were from time to time thrown out
against him. His services as a military officer
were, I believe, great, and would, but for his
failings as a man, have procured him the honour-
able distinctions to which his conduct in that way
entitled him, as he had the best interest of any
man in New Grenada; but the frailties of his
nature destroyed them all, and he ended his days
in disgrace. It was during the administration of
Barino that the present constitution was com-
pleted by the Committee of Legislation, and it
was, I believe, principally indebted to him for
most of its best enactments. It was published,
as the established constitution of the Republic,
on the 30th of August. By a subsequent decree,
the Congress was directed to sit at Bogota; and
on the 9th of October, Barino being deposed,
Santander was appointed to the office of Vice-
President. ﬁ
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CHAPTER VIII.

Re-eapture ‘of Caraccas by General Morales—Author proceeds to
" Varinas alone—Narrow escape from: the Spaniards—Poisoned
arréws of the Indians—Poison how collected—Mode of dis-
“charging poisoned arrows—Joins the President at Achaquas—
Ordered to take a command of seamen and Sambos—Encounters
a Spanish division of La Torre’s—Defeat of the same-—~Fertility
of the province of Varinas—Rejoins Bolivar with his force—
Reception by General Paez—Account of that chief—His heroism
and generosity—Extraordinary anecdote of his bravery—Aecount

" of the Llaneros—Their singular familiarity with General Pacz—
Abilities as- horse-stealers—How punished when refractory—
Mode of .cookery—Medical .and chemical skill—Utility of
tobacco—Attention of the Generals Boliva.r and Pm to the
waits of the British.

.As soon as I had been released I prepared to go
‘with Genéral Bermudez to the plains ‘of the
Apure, where the Independent -army :was getting
ready for a march after the Spaniards. “Having
but -a’'very weak force-with him, that leader was
obliged to leave a small garrison only at Caraccas
to defend it, and Morales, having been informed
of its capture, had moved .from Valencia for the
purpose of attempting its recovery, taking with
him a powerful force. He arrived there a -short
time after-Bermudez had left it, and was of course
successful in beating the handful of troops-he

AR .
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/found there.. After putting them all to death,
| and leaving a strong gamson to protect the city,
he again set out for Valencla,i :

/Bermudez, having altered his plan of operations
soon after I had joined him, did not proceed to
ithe plains as he had previously intended, and I
~ was therefore obliged to go. on: alone, which I
found.a matter of great difficulty, in consequence
‘of the numerous parties of Spaniards which were

stationed . along the :frontier: of the province of

‘Varinas to cut: off the supplies of the Republican
troops, and also in the mountains, to intercept the -
couriers. After successfully using every means of
-oncealing myself that I could devise for many
days, such as travelling only by night, and creep-
ing -on .the approach of morning into any little
recess in the mountains capable of;receiving me,
I was at length surprised by.a. detachment of in-
fantry. - Having.nothing to. trust to .but superior
speed, I set spurs. to my mule, which. was shot
-under me while going at full gallop, and as I was
proceeding along one of the zig-zag paths:cut on
the side of :a steep .rock; the poor.animal, after '
jcontinuing -her..speed for a‘few.minutes, rolled
- {down the tremendous precipice.. . I perceived that
ithis must . inevitably be the case as soon as .she
grew weak from loss of blood, and therefore, im-
_‘mediately after:her convulsive start:assyred:.me
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she was struck, I threw myself off; and as the.
Spaniards imagined that I had fallen with her,;
they gave up the pursuit, and I escaped)

: Proceeding on foot for some hours, I at length
gomed an old Indian of the Guahira tribe, who
had been into New Grenada to collect the poison
which is used for the arrows of that and the
neighbouring tribes. This poison, which is most
deadly, is thus extracted from a large kind of

« , frog that abounds in the lowlands of New Gre-
nada, though in Venezuela it is so scarce as to be
geldom seen. A small stake pointed at one end,
is pushed into the mouth of the poor harmless
reptile, forced completely through the body, and-
as far as it can be made to go through one of

bt !-its legs A profuse perspiration of a white frothy
substance is excited by the intense agony thus
~ caused, which being carefully scraped off and
preserved, is sold at a .dear rate by the collec-
tors. The heads of the arrows are steeped a short
time in the poison, after which a wound inflicted
by them will cause the death of a tiger in a few
minutes after it is received. The Indians hunt
the panther and tiger with arrows so poisoned,
which they discharge from ventils (blowpipes)
formed of reeds from about ten to fourteen feet in
length, and rendered ‘very smooth in the inside.
The arrows are never more than a foot and a half

\
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dong, and are made of a hard close-gmine& wood,
ingeniously formed at the top like a very taper
screw. At the other extremity sufficient cotton is
fastened by means of a vegetable glue, to make it
just the size of the calibre of the ventil. The
arrow being put into the reed, one end of which
is applied to the mouth, a good marksman will kill
a flying bird at the distance of a hundred yards)

- The old Indian, who was. intimately acquainted
with every passage through the mountains, con-
‘ducted me to the island of Achaquas, and T there
joined his Excellency the President, to whom I
represented the manner in which I had been

“treated by General Barino. He expressed both

‘indignation and regret at the conduct manifested
.towards' me, and informed me that he was about
to move his army forward in order to force the
Spaniards to an action, and therefore my services
could not at that moment be diépensed with ; but,
at the earliest opportunity, he would grant me
leave of absence to once more visit Cucuta, for the
completion of the settlement of the claims; in
favour of the Iate Major Beamish, and that he
would give me every assistance .that I could deem
requisite for that purpose. (With this assurance
{I left Achaquas the next mornmg for the city of
tAngostura, to muster the Sambos and Enghsh
'sailors, and take them in compliance with the -
/'directionsl had received, by forced . marches, into
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the .province of Varinas, .where the whole of Boli-
var’s army was to meet and unite: itself with the
bravoes of General Paez)

After having with some. difficulty got my men
together, I- proceeded onwards, but was, mterj
cepted by a division of La Torre’s. army, abouti
ten leagues from Guanare; which was marching
towards the spot taken up by the Royalists.
From this. dilemma the bravery of the English--

men and blacks delivered me; an obstinate con-°

- flict, which:lasted about four hours, convinced the
enemy that their best plan would have beén to-let
us pass on. .They resigned the-field to us with
all their baggage and the greatest part. of thexr
arms, with which we marched -into-the’ dehght-

fully fertile province of Varinas, than which it is:
impossible to conceive a finer country.. BEvery'

part of it is covered with the most luxuriant vege-
tation, of which it yields two :abundant: crops
every .year, and is fertilized by the bountiful hand
of .nature, without .the least trouble: or'labour. on
the: part of the cultivators,- The overflowing of
the branches. of the river Oronoco; which com-
pletely inundate the verdant  plains, are - periodi-
cal, and the natives, knowing precisely when'they
will happen, remove the crops in-sufficient time.
The waters :then rush over-the land, where they
remain for some time, leaving when they -retire

a thick sediment, whi¢h is sufficient :to manure-
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it, and itis thus strengthened for the productxon of
every. fresh: crop.; -

Proceeding on towards the town of Vannas, I
was informed by.same of the natives that Bolivar
was encamped a few miles from it, in the direction
of the Villa de -Aranca, and I there joined him.
The brave General {faez -received me, though a
.stmnger, with thegreatest. cordiality, and seeing
‘me weak from a wound which I had received in
‘the engagement with the. Spaniards, generously
‘offered to -yield up all his own little accommo-

‘dations till I should be quite recovered. -

This heroic and noble-minded man has derived
all his ideas and virtues from nature. Nurtured
in a country perfectly uncivilised, without the
advantages of either birth or fortune, he has; by
his own personal merit, hls prowess and undaunted
courage, raised. himself) through the incidents
which have from time to time occurred to him
during the revolutionary contest, .to the command
of by far the most effective and useful native force
of any in the country. .He is a native of the
plains of Capac, and descended from the horde of
Llaneros, who have ever lived there in the most bar-

- barons and savage manner.. When the revolution
- was first agitated, he was then a young man, and

a private in one of the bands of Lancers which are
raised on-the plains. In this humble- situation he
soon found means to distinguish® himself. His
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extraordinary courage and strength enabled him
to beat all competitors in the gymnastic exer-
cises, to which the Llaneros daily accustom
themselves; and by the adroitness which, from
continued practice, he had acquired in the use
of their favorite weapon, the ilance, he could with
ease beat them into submission when any dis--
putes arose. These, together with. the numbers
he always placed kors de combat in their nume-
rous skirmishes, procured him the respect of all
his companions, while his mild and unassuming
disposition ensured him their respect and friend-
ship. (He does not.appear to have entertained
any wish to aggrandise himself at this period, nor
indeed at any subsequent one, as his conduct ha
ever been marked with a most perfect disinterest-
edness and indifference, as to his own advantage,
in every action of his life) The usual fate -how-
ever of the chiefs of these bands, and the general
esteem in which he was held, soon placed him
in command. The leader of the party he be-
longed to having been killed in action, the whole
of the. troop instantly and unanimously elected
him their chief, and in this station he enacted so
many deeds of bravery, and with such universal
success, that his band was hourly receiving volun+
teers, and in a short time became augmented from'
about 300 to above 2000. With these he com-
menced operations on a larger scale, and soon
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became (the most formidable foe the Spaniards
ever had in Venezuela} and to him may certainly;
with the strictest justice, be attributed in a great
degree the independence of. that part of Colom-
bia, while his exertions in the cause of New Gre-
nada have been also great and extremely bene-
ficial to it. . He could not, at the time I served
/with him, either read or write, and, until the
! English arrived on the plains, he was totally unac-

’quamted with the use of knives and forks) so

rude and uncivilised had been his previous life.
soon however as he began to mingle with the
‘officers of the British legion, he copied their
‘manners, customs, and dress, and: invariably acted
/a8 they did, as far as Iis previous habits would
admit, on all occasxons, He is about ‘five feet nine
inches in height ; @13 frame is .very muscular and
finely formed, and he possesses wonderful strength
agility. His countenance is handsome and
manly; his hair thick, black, and curling} his

- temperament sanguine, disposition warm, generous

and kind, and his mind, though quite uncultivated,
enriched with all the virtues which most adorn
human nature. Open, frank, and unsuspecting, '
he is the best of friends, and being perfectly free
from the baser passions, the most generous of
enemies. He is particularly fond of the English;

jcalling them his brothers, and ever advecating
{their claims to the gratitude of the country with
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the ‘greatest enthusiasn?) -His intrepidity ren- —"
dered ‘him .equally. beloved by them, and, ex-
cepting General Marino, he was the most popular
chief with them in Colombia. {Frequently, when
the jealousy of the native officers has.led them to
make harsh and unmerited observations respecting.
the services .of the -British Legion, has he, by a
well-timed reproof, checked them; and he was;. .
with bat two or three exceptions, the only one

who ever candidly acknowledged the: benefit which

the eause of liberty derived from.their services;’
and he alone ever proposed a public testimonial i
~ of it:on the part of the Congress)

/To. enumerate all the .anecdotes of this extra-\
ordinary man would more than fill -a volume, so!
numerous and romantic are the actions of his:
life: One of them, which is truly characteristic
of -his bravery and resolution 'in cases of emer- .
gency, and which illustrates his military character,
‘I will relate. -Bolivar was on.the plains of the
Apure, with his troops in a starving condition, and
without the means of procuring food for his army, -
unless he took a circuitous march of many leagues,.
to which the strength of the men was incompetent,
or found means. to-arrive at the point he wished to
gain, by crossing the river Apure, on whose banks,
on the opposite side, were plenty of cattle, grazing
within sight .of the nearly famished troops. The
latter could not be accomplished, as he had no
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jboats of any description, or timber to comstruct
ts; but ahout midway across the river was a
fleet of sixty flecheras which "belonged to the
‘epemy, and were well armed and manned. Bolivar
/stood on the shore gazing at these in despair,
*and continued disconsolately parading in front of
- them, when Paez, who had been on the look out,
“rode up and enquired the cause of his disquietude.
His . Excellency observed, “I would give the
~world to have possession of the Spanish flotilla,
-~ for without it I can never cross the river, and the
" troopﬁ are unable to march.” ¢ It shall be yours
in an hour,” replied Paez. “1It is impossible,”
said_ Bolivar, “and the men must all perish.”
“ Leave that to me,” rejoined Paez, and galloped
- off. In afew minutes he returned, bringing up
.his guard of honour, consisting of 300 lancers
; selected. from the main body of the Llaneros,for .
_their proved bravery and strength, and leading
_them. to_the bank, thus briefly addressed them:
¢ We must have.these flecheras, -or die. Let
those follow Tio* who please.”’s And at the same
_moment, spurring his horse, dashed into the river
~ and swam towards the flotilla.. The guard fol-
“lowed. him with .their Jances in their mouths, now
encouraging their horses to bear up against the

® Uncle. “A name by which the Llaneros frequently address

\) Puz, particularly the guards of honour, who are more pnvnleged

than the athers. \
VOL. II. N
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current by swimming by their sides and patting'\
their necks, and then shouting to scare away the'
alligators, of which there were hundreds in the,
river, till they reached the boats, when, mounting
their horses, théy sprang from their backs on
board them, headed by their leader, and, to the
astonishment of those who beheid them from the
shore, captured every ome of them. To English
officers, it may appear inconceivable that a body
of cavalry, with no other arms than their lances,
and no other mode of conveyance across a rapid.
river than their horses, should attack and take a
fleet of gun-boats amidst shoals of alligators ;. but,
strange as it may seem, it was actually accom-,
plished, and there are many officers now in Eng-
land who can. testify tothe truth of it) :
(The stremgth ‘with which nature has endowed,
. General Paez, is surpnising. He will at any
time, for mere sport, when his troogs are catching
wild cattle by means of the lazo® single out a
bull from the herd, and following him oa horse-
- back seize him, while at full speed, by the tail,
by a sudden twist of which he will throw the
animal over on his side. If upon any excarsion
he meets with a tiger or wild boar, he instantly

* A slip.knot, or noose, which is thrown with great precise-
news ovet the hend of the antmal intended to be caught. This
operstion has been s0 well described by other travetiers, that
any account of it here is unnecessary.
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transfixes: him with his lance. From thirty te
forty men have been known to fall by his single
arm in one engagement, and be is. unquestionably
the first lancer in the world. He has, since he
has risen into motice, generally had. from 3,000 to
4,000 men under his command, all of the Llanero
tribes, and these form by far .the most fermidable
native force in the Republic; with their aid and
by his own indefatigable assnduxty ke was always
able to-hold Morillo in eheck.; Paez has ever
proved himself a mest inveterate enemy to.the
tyrannical dominion of Spain, and a terrible aven-
ger of his country’s injuries. llsor weeks and
months he has followed the steps of Morillo, un-
‘ceasingly clinging to him like his shadow, and
upon every opportunity dashing into his camp at
night with frequently not mere than from 150 to
200 men, slaughtering all whom he encountered;
and on every occasion cytting his way back with
‘very trifling loss). Atother times; when the Royalist
army was passing through the country, he would
seize a favourable moment, when they were fatigued
by a harassipg day's march, to. drive off all their
cattle and baggage mules, leaving them without
provisions. It was acknowledged by Morillo, that,
upon one occasion, when marching fromv Carae-<
eas to -San$a-fé-de-Bogota, he was -deprived of
upwards of 3,000 men, and ‘the whole of his mili~
tary stores, by the unceasing attacks made upon
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him by Paez;, and that he was in-consequence ™~
obliged to abandon the object of his expedition
until he was reinforced.

The(il‘a.neros are natives of the plains of Capac.
and the Apure. They are raised in the manner o
militia, but receive no pay excepting what arise
from their plunder, which is equally divided
amongst Atheuj They are mounted on horses,
which, from being long habituated to abstinence
and fatigue, are the most serviceable and hardy
animals in the world, being trained to perform
almost everything their owners -can desire. “When
mounted either in the field or for the chace, both
horse and rider appear as'if they were actuated
by the same impulses ; the sagacity of the one en-
abling it to compreliend the most trifling motion
of the other. The Llaneros are badly apparelled
and accoutred ; their covering and appointments
- being of the same scanty nature as that worn by
the Guerillas, ‘commanded by Colonel 'Montes,

but they are far more brave, and better qualified
for field operations; they are exceedingly-dex-
trous and active, and perform any. required move-
ments with amazing velocity. Their only weapon
is -the lance, the shaft of which is from nine to
twelve feet in length, light and elastic, but tough
_and "durable. The lance itself has not what is
térmed ‘a shoulder, like those of European cavalry,
but is -formed like the blade of a long knife, ‘both -
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edges of which. are as sharp as a razor of good
metal, substance, and temper. This is lashed to
the shaft by cow-hide thongs, leading from the
top of the socket to about eight inches down-
wards. From their earliest childhood the Llaneros
are accustomed to the use of this weapon, small
ones being made for such practice by their pa-
rents. Previously to their being admitted to the
ranks of the bands, itis necessary that they should
.be duly instructed in the use of this weapen, and
that they should be able to catch a wild horse,
never before mounted, and after placing one of
“their large and severe bits in his mouth, go with
him at once- into action. They are therefore
trained to horsemanship as soon as they can stride
the steeds of their fathers, and constant practice
gives them a perfect fearlessness, so that they
will ride on the brink of a precipice and over
‘rocks that would make a less experienced horse-
‘man shudder to look at. No observance of re-
spect towards their snpgx;ior officers is ever ob-
served amongst them; /all appear on the same
footing ; but they pay the most unlimited attention
-to their orders in the field, where they know it is
.certain death to treat them with levity. In this
- point; I believe, lies all their discipline; as out of
the field they are dirty, irregular, and dishonest,
and treat their officers (who are, it must be con-
* fessed, but very little better than themselves in any
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respect) -with the same freedom as they do
each other. It was a thing of usual ocourrence
to see one of these -ruffiams approath General
Paez,, and address him by the appellation of Tie,
or {Jompadre,/| and ask for -anything. he . might
want, without the ismallest naticipation of 2 re-

fusal, from his known good nature; and 'if ‘the . -

chief happened to be absent when . they wished
o see him, they would go all -over the damp or
town in search of him, uttering the above names
in a loud sonorous tane, til he had heard and sa-
tisfied them. A4 eother times,:while on service,
if - he wene at his meals, which were genenally en-
joyed in the open field, should auy of them take a
fancy #o the piece of tassao, -or other prowisions, -
he was about to eat, they would with peculiar
adtpitness go behind him and snatch it away, at
which he would,only laugh; and crymut ammo'r
Justo,

The Lianeros. only yleld in bravery to the Sam-
bos, and- this arises,’ I presume, from their met
-entertaining the -doctrine of fatalism; to all the
remaining races they are superior 'in courage.
They are decidedly . the best. of the native
forces, but are nevertheless obstinate, and at times
will yield to a very imferior force, not wholly
.through fear, but for the sake of betraying any

* Protector. + Well donerright.
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of their officers, who. may ‘have offended them,
into the bands of the enemy. Their evil propen-
sities are to he ascribed to their mode of living
in their youthful days. :Exclusively bred on the
plains, not having any intercourse with the morg
civilised inhabitants of the Republic, and living
tas they do beyand the pale of any law, they carry
‘on a system of rapine snd murder from their
“childhood, over which the government appears not
ito have the slightest controul, but wha will, T ap-
‘prehend, at a time perhaps not far distant, have to
deplore and dread the increased exermse of their
lawless power,) .

7 The Llaneras express: themselves on most occa-
pions when they are deeply interested, and. pavti-
‘cularly in their amours, in couplets, which are

_perfectly extempore; their rhymes are gene-
rally very bappy, and their meaning very appli-

cable to the occasion., They also play on a
guitar of rather rude construction, upon which
:they accompany themselves while serenading
jtheir mistresses, and their songs are always ex,

tempore.. They have a habit, which they derive
from education, of appropriating the property
of others to. their own use, which becomes so
natural to.them that no dread of the moat con-
dign punishment can divest them of it. The horses
belonging to the officers of the British Legion,
which were, in most cases, of the Santa F¢ breed,
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and are esteemed the finest in the country, were
always stolen, whenever the owners or their ser-
vants left them but for a few moments unguarded.
One instance. of this kind of theft is rather ludi-
crous, and, as it shows. their dextenty, it may be
worth while to relate it. ‘

.-Major Manby had two very valuable chargers,
and héiving reason to apprehend that they would
be stolen, as several of his brother officers had met

. with similar losses, he was determined to secure
them if possible. With this intentiom he ' tied
. their halters, which were made of very. strongly
twisted hide, to each of his own legs, leaving the
animals safficient room to graze, and laid himself
down under a tree to sleep. When he awoke he

found, to his dismay, that the horses were both
" gone, and his legs'so firmly fastened to the tree

with the halters, that he was obliged ‘to. use his
sword to release himself from his bed. There is no
possibility of ever regaining animals thus purloined,
as they are immediately driven two or three hun-
dred miles across the plains to a place of security.

The Llaneros are a tall; muscular set of men,
capable of great fatigue, and are commonly abste-
mious, but théy are deceptive, cunning, and prone
to-revenge. The latter passion, they will employ
every means in their power to gratify, and that
in the most cruel and sanguinary manner they
can devise. They shed the blood of their dearest
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ties on the most trivial occasions with frigid indif-
ference, and had they not been restrained in a
great degree by the active and powerful energies .
of their leader, they would long before this have
had the whole of the wealth of the country in
their own hands. General Paez possesses all the
requisites for commanding this horde, and of
keeping them in subjection, and is perhaps the
only man in Colombia who could so effectually
restrain them in - their rapaeity and passion for
murder. {He has no laws by which he governs

.them, but trusts solely to his' own prowess to

quell all disturbances, and to chastise all their

- delinquencies. 'Whenever any of them commit

acts which are deserving of punishment, or ex-
press dissatisfaction at any regulation which may

- have been adopted, he tells them they must meet
- him in single combat; and this they are obliged
" by their own usages to°do, or their comrades
' would drive them from the ranks, They thus

receive the reward of their offences from the hands -
of their chief, whose valour always prevails; and.
this - circumstance gains him more weight and
respect with such troops than any other method
he could pursue. A
General Paez is subject to attacks of epxlepsy
upon any violent excitement of the nervous sys-
tem, and they generally seize him either during
an action, or immediately after it.. The manner
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of warfare followed by the Llaneros, consists in,
charging repeatedly with the utmost fury through’
the thickest of the enemy’s lines, until they
‘succeed in throwing the whole into confusion,-
on -which they slanghter all around them.. On.
these onsets the exertions of Paez are so vio-
lent, that he is.seized with sudden .vertigo and
falls from his horse, which is so trained that it
will stop the instant it feels his rider leaving its
back, who remains on the ground until some of
his men raise him. He is then taken to the rear,

and the only means used to recaver him are
dashing cold water over him, or, if there be suffi-
cient at hand, by immersing him suddenly into
it, accompanied by a violent shaking. These at-
tacks have subjected him: to the most imminent
danger, the enemy having been known fo pass
over him several times before his men could ap-

proach to rescue him. He is generally very weak
for several days after these fits, although he inva-

riably re-enters the field, if sufficiently recovered
to be: able to retain his seat on horseback, béfore
the action is finished. In some instances he has

done this, notwithstanding he has been nearly
speechless from the severity of the fit. In short,

he is altogether a most wonderful man; and were

the numerous extraordinary incidents of his life

to be formed into a narrative, it would have more
the semblance of romance than authentic. biogra-



- IN COLOMMBIA., 187

‘phy- He is, above all things, a sincefe patriot,
\arid certainly a bright omament tb his- country,
‘which there can be but little donubt he has been
‘the principel means of continuing thus long a
‘Republic. ' He has even’ showed the most deter-
mined résolution in resisting the attempts made
‘by Bolivar’s party to raise him- to the sovereignty
of the country, and that he will continue to do so
there .is buit little doubt. A remarkable occur-
.rence, which took place at Caraccas, will forcibly
illustrate his warmth and determination as regmﬂs
this grand consideration.)
#At a public dimmer, which took place after
ing that town, a member of Bolivar’s party
roposed as ‘a toast, that the President might be
oomt:tuted the monarch of Colombia. His Ex-

'cellency .openly thanked him for this proof of

atfachment, on which Paez arose, and taking

‘h's"cuclﬁlhﬂ‘from his belt, opened it, and said
‘emphatically, ¢ Should it ever be proved: to me

.that . General Bolivar aims at the sovereignty of
:the Republic, I will plunge this knife in his breast

: with no more hesitation than I now strike it into -

the' table,” atﬂxe same time dashing it into the

*A longkm&ofa. pecaliar make, shuttmg up in ahandlc, -

Dwith a strong spnng)camed by most of the natives of Colomi-
bia for their use on their marches, and used as a weapon of
defence on emergencies. The blade is about ten or twelve
inches in length.
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board with all the strength he seemed to possess:
He then seized. the officer, who had proposed the
toast, by the nape of the neck, and threw him on'the
floor of the apartmeht with the greatest violence.
Bolivar, with his usual tact, applauded him for
his sentiments, and, seeing that Pagz but little
relished - the affair, loudly condemned the officer
for his conduct. :

The mode of living adopted by the army in
its encampment on the plains, was précisely the
same as that.followed by the Llaneros, who,
although they are not epicures, are not indifferent
to the good things of life, according to their own.
taste. Their methods of preparing food being
novel to Europeans, I will deseribe some of
them, which will give a good idea of the whole.
‘When fresh-killed beef is to be eaten, they always
select a joint which may be termed the ¢ saddle,”
it being formed of the two rumps, which they
never divide. The hide is not stripped off, but
the hair is burned away by the application of a
flaming brand, which renders the skin hard and
nearly impenetrable. Several joints of this de-
scription being selected, a large hole is dug in the
ground about five feet deep, and of a length and
‘breadth in proportion to the quantity of meat to
be dressed. The inside is completely lined with
flat -stones, and a brisk fire is maintained in it
till deemed sufficiently hot. It is then cleansed
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out perfectly, and the meat is placed with the

" hide downwards on sticks, fastened from side to

side horizontally, and large stones being placed
over the hole to exclude the air, it is thus baked.
The hide is drawn by the heat from- the centre of
the meat, but the sides are- properly bound up,
thus forming a natural receptacle for the-juices,
in which they are admirably preserved, and the
use of dishes is rendered unnecessary. Joints
thus prepared are térmed ‘¢ Carne con cudro.” *
Another dish, which is- esteemed a high treat
amongst them, is a sheep or goat, with the skin
left -on in the manner before -described, and the
inside filled with turkeys, - fowls, "ducks, wild .
geese, pieces of pork, plantains, yams, calivahsas, -
cassava-bread powdered, boiled maize, oranges,
lemons, and any other ingredients which ‘may
chance to fall in their way, the whole being cut up
into small pieces, and duly seasoned. The ani-
mal being thus stuffed, is skewered together, and

treated in the same way as the beef. When .the

' viands are considered sufficiently dressed, a loud

blast proclaims it to the officers, who immediately
arrange ‘themselves in a ring to enjoy the repast.
One of the soldiers, appointed a waiter on the
occasion, sticks his lance into the meat, and thus
conveys it-to the chief, who helps himself; after

‘¢ Meat with the hide on.
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which it goes round, on the point of the lance, to
all the rest.

Their favourite drinks are the aquardiente and
anise, which they will take in large quantities,
but.of weaker diluents they have a great abhor-
rence. As their mode. of life naturally.subjects
them to many accidents, and they are without the
benefit of any regular medical aid, they are each
instructed at an early age in the curative art,
according to the ideas of it generally received
amongst themselves. The herb called * cocaisa ”
is one of their most celebrated * curandoes,” and
is, justly I believe, held in esteem both by the
Llaneros and the Indians. There are several
species of it; but that bearing a leaf of a fine blue
tint is considered to possess the most medicinal
qualities. The leaves are pounded in a mortar,
and are together, with the expressed juice, boiled,
till- the whole becomes of the consistency of a
thick paste. It is then preserved for use, and if
applied to any recent wound or cut, effectually
heals it in a few days. Ulcers will also frequently
yield to its efficacy. Another of their remedies
is collected from certain small snakes, found in
the grass In the plains, whose sting it is said
occasions the deprivation of all use of the bitten
limb, and in some cases a temporary loss of
speech. The Llaneros get as many of these rep-
tiles together as they can, and cutting them open,
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take out the fat from the inside, and clarify
it; afterwards it is made into a sqrt of ointment,
which they apply with great advantage to any
wound occasioned by the venom of the snakes.
From a description of milk which constantly oozes
from ‘a trunk of the caucho tree, these people con-
trive to make a very good drink, colouring it with
a mineral. They also form a preparation of the
same milk with a vegetable gum, in which they
dip their few articles of apparel, and thereby ren-
der them water-proof. '
The short time we were encamped here was by
/far the most agreeable period I enjoyed during my
' stay in the Republican service, while on duty. The
. delightful situation we were in, as regarded coun-
, try, climate, and an abundance of provisions,
i served to render it very pleasant. Our time was
however too much taken up in the pursuit of
amusements, and the discipline and organization
of the troops were but little attended to. The
enpyment of the present moment seemed the
' principal consideration at that time, as indeed it
always was, with the majority of the native officers,
who appeared to think httle, and care still less,
for the fature.. '
/Our time was chiefly occupied in shooting par-
ties, making frequent incursions upon the inhabi-
‘tants of the woods, which lay a few miles from us.
'The parrots, which are found principally among
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the palm-trees, suffered much by our visits) great "
numbers of them being killed. They/are delicious . _
eating) and were of course highly esteemed in a
situation where it was so extremely difficult ‘to
obtain any agreeable . addition to.the bill of fare
presented to us by the Llaneros. :

The,\sports of the day concluded, the Llaneros
- used to serenade us in our ranchas, singing;
lively airs, arnd giving comic recitations, of their
own composition. . Here, too, tobacco was plen-:
tiful and excellent, the province of Varinas being .
famed for its produce of that herb.: As much as
we required could now be procured for nothing;
while,. on our previous march through Venezuela,
twenty and thirty dollars per pound were in vain
. offered for it. The benefit derived from the use
of this herb on such a service. may be questioned,
and perhaps the idea ridiculed. It will always,
however, be adequately appreciated by those who
‘have experienced it.

. The natural playfulness of Paez’s. dnsposmo:n,
and the unceasing desire he evinced to render the\
British as happy as possible, greatly added to our )
comforts and mirth. It would be difficult to,
conceive a more amiable character than that of
,this gallant man, in the more peaceable moments
of his life. He was deservedly endeared to all the
British who ever served with him 0 and, I believe,
every one of them would have cheerfully died in



A
IN COLOMBIA. 193

his' defence had it been required of him. Nor
were the efforts of the President to increase our
comforts less conspicuous. It must be confessed
that Bolivar was on all such occasions ever
anxious to supply our wants, and frequently
shared his own private stock of provisions with
the British. The President is particularly liberal .
and consideérate in this respect; and I believe that
he ‘always felt the privations of the troops in
their distressed situations as much as they did
. themselves.

VOL. II. 0
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. CHAPTER IX.

Junction of the forces of Morales and La Torre—Deficiency in the:

Independent military arrangements—Battle of Carabobo—Bravery.
of the Sambos—Intrepidity of the British Legion—Hesitation of
the Llaneros—Flight of the Creole troops—Manner in which
General Paez recalled his followers—Dreadful charge of the
Llaneros—Bravery and military skill of a young Spanish Colonel -
—Military generosity of General Paez—Complete defeat of the
Spaniards—Carabobo termed the Waterloo of Colombia—Victory
improperly attributed to Bolivar—His inactivity during the con-
test, and probable cause of it—Deportment after the battle—Pro-
motion of Colonel Mackintosh and the Author—British and Irish
Legions united—Death of Colonel Ferrier—Loss in the battle—
One of the causes of the defeat of the Spaniards—Humour of a
young Irish officer—Caraccas surrenders—Description of Caraccas
~—Port of La Guayra—ngtivities of Caraccas—Description of the
theatre—Hospitality of the natives—Addicted to unmeaning
compliment—Jealousy of foreign superiority—Women of Colom-
bia—Deportment at dinner parties—Singular custom—Their con-

~ versationes—Fondness for bull fights.

)Tuis way of life lasted a fortnight, at the expira-,

' tion of ‘which the President received intelligence:
that Generals Morales and La Torre had con-,
centrated their forces on the plains of Carabobo ;
and a council of war was summoned, to decide
upon the best step which could be pursued. Ge-
neral Paez, who was eager for the opening of the
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campaign, urged the propriety of proceeding imme-
diately, after them, and being seconded by Colonel
Mackintosh, who had the command of the British
Legion, and the other principal officers, it was
resolved- that our camp should be broken up the
next day. We therefore marched, but not, even
in this instance, without some of the disadvantages
whiich usually attended the Independent army, in
consequence of ‘the negligence of those who had
the management of affairs. ‘

-In a country like Colombia it can never be diffi-
cu}t'to.procure as many horses and mules as may
be :required . for .any purpose, as by sending out
guassos, ¥ they can: be procured without any ex-

“pense. Yet, notwithstanding this-facility, there
were not fifty horses.and mules in the whole, for
the purpose of conveying the stores of the army;
although the Llaneros had been kept in a state of

. perfect idleness from the earliest period of their

arrival in the. province. Just as we were about to
move, this deficiency was thought of,. and a body
of lancers was sent out in quest of some. They
returned with a few, but not enough for the wants
of .the ‘army, as the time ‘allowed them was too
short to admit of a large number being taken.
.We" proceeded over the plains-of “the ‘.Apure,

* Persons.so termed, who are employed to catch wild cattle,
&c. with the lazo. -
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tewards the station occupied .by the Royalists; -
and, late in the.night of the 23d June 1821,
arrived at the wood which separates the plains
we -had traversed from those of Carabobo. The
Spaniards were here assembled to the amount of
above 7000; and having. been encamped nearly
three. weeks, and abundantly provided with pro-
visions, they were in fine ordér and in high
spitits. Being superior in number as well as cons
dition to the patriot foree, which, including the
Llaneros, were but few more than 5,000, it was
fully expected that they would make a hard
struggle with us for the victery. . We had conti-
nued our journey by forced marches, the latter
part of which' we had been on a very short allow-
ance of provisions, about six plantains per diem,
each man, being all that could bespared. The troops
were therefore much reduced, and, compared to
the Spanish army, apparently very unequal to the
contest. The action was ordered to commence
the next morping ; and, the necessary preparations
being made, the men rested on their arms for about
faur hours. The British -battalion did not at that
time amount to more than six hundred, the rest of
the Legion which remaained alive being. distributed -
amongst the native corps, to introduce British. dis-
cipline amongst them.:

There was only one known path leading to the |
-plains of Carabobo, which was through a farrow:
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-defile, - starcely large encugh to admit a file of

"men. Here the Spaniards, on receiving an inti-
. ‘mation of our approach, had placed the whole

of their artillery, and drawn up their entire army
to prevent its being forced. We had ‘been ordered
16 attack this point and had mavéd towards it,
when one of the'Indidn guides, émployed to con-
doect us over the plains, informed Bolivar that
be knew of another pass, a little: to the left of
the -defile, much’smaller than the one just de-

- #s¢éribed, which would, if cleared away, afford

us 'an éntrance, ‘though it' would be effected with
difficulty. To this passage 1 was directed to
take the blacks, in order to remove the impedi-
teents with their mdcheéttis; the Brtish Legion
and the Llaneros, with thie other native troops,
being commanded to follow farthwith. I therefore
‘marched them in double quick time to the pass,
and had soon the satisfaction of seeing them clear
‘2 good passige. - 'Fhe Spenidrds perceiving . this,
-also proceedbd with the sgme quickness; but
38 they had not tize te move their artillery,) they
loft it with one battalion to- guard ii at the defile.
Th{éambos, having wosked their way to the end
jof the wood, ndw-loudly called for permission to
‘descend the -bank: which'bounded sthe .plain of

QCarabobo ‘ahd to commence the- action. They -
{bad not completetl the passage to my wishes, but
‘kmowing how much depended on the energies of
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the troops when the odds'were so much against
them, I was unwilling to damp their ardour, and
therefore consented. :

- “We accordingly entered ‘the plam the Sambos
rushing on like tigers,. and the British Leglon,f
under Colonel Mackintosh," following them. with|
all the cool steadiness for which they had been so;
long famed. Immediately the whole. of . the Spa-:
nish -musketry was discharged at the ‘Patriots,’
and the brave fellows: were :brought. down :in'
. great numbers by-the first volley.: The. whole:
of the natlve troops, seeing the appalling situation:
of their companions, could mot be brought to’
enter the field, not even the Llaneros, the bravoes:
of the Apure, who had till then .been consldered
_ invincible, and not to be daunted. All of them,
fled, as did-some of the inexperienced troops:
sent out by General Devereux, who had been'
united, by the direction of Bolivar, into a bat-
tahon‘}under Colonel Ferrier, a very brave officer::'
/It was not, until’ General Paez’ had lanced up-
wards of twenty of his men with his own hand,’
that he could succeed in .rallying: them "and;
bringing them on the field.- He then, at their
head, dashed over the plain, and enacted, I be-
lieve, more wonders than any officer had ever
done in Colombia before. Meanwhile, Colonel
Mackintosh led .on his handful of troops with
the greatest coolness, and with a degree ‘of
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fidence - and courage but seldom manifested
under such circumstances, being deserted by all
‘the troops, save the blacks and the few Eng-
lish sailors attached to them, and in the front
of 7,000 men, who could have annihilated him
with' ease. - He moved his men steadily on till
‘they had completely formed, amidst the destruc-
- tive - fire' which had been kept up in sections by
the enemy after their first general discharge, and
then, . after a volley, charged with ‘the bayonet
into the thickest of the Spanish lines, '
. AR conjunction with the Sambos, the legion
had forced the centre before the Llaneros came
jinto the field, and had destroyed hundreds of their
“opponents; but when Paez entered and com-
menced his dreadful charge upon the devoted
Royalists, the destruction of them was horrible,
~and. any attempt to describe it: would be in vain.
The charges were repeaied several times, each
adding to.the general slaughter; and the other -
native troops, perceiving that there was little doubt
.of the success of their party, now entered the
plmn, and busily employed themselves in cutting
.off portions of the Spaniards who ‘had separated
.themselves from the main body, and putting them
‘to death. In oné hour from the time Mackintosh
‘entered the plain, five entire battalions of the
.enemy had lain down their arms, and the others,
~who were the survivors, had taken flight. Only:
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2,000 in the whole escaped, the rest were all put
to death. One young officer at the head of hlt\
regiment, who had behaved with great gallantry
during the battle, remajned on the field fighting
to the last, after all. the others had dispersed,
when, perceiving - that there was no chamce of
contending longer with success, he moved'his men
off in a very ¢ool,: regular manner; and so struck -
was Paez with the bravery he displayed, that he
.would not allow him to be attacked en :his
masterly retreat. -

.The succesa of this battle was, -as may possxbly :
‘have been seen, of the utmost impdrtance 3o the
cause of liberty. Had the Republicans been
defeated, they must have bidden- farewell to all
hope of independence for some time at least; but,
as it was, the Royalists were almost'compara-
tively -annihilated ; and so great were the advan-
tages derived from this battle, and so decisive’
did it prove, that the natives bave ever styled:
it the ‘“Waterloo” of Colombia. The suecess
. of it, however, in all the published accounts
was, with theé -greatest injustice, atfribnted -to
Bolivar, notwithstanding it was . obvious to- all -
who were concerned in it that he had not the
_--slightest participation in producing it. His Excel-
lency remained during the whole action so com-
pletely paralysed (as I presume) in consequence
of the terror. displayed by the native forces at

.




—_— e

¢ "IN COLOMBIA. < 204

ﬁhe onset, and the fear which he maust have enter-
mmed in common with many others, that the
‘tmops which were on the field could not with.
stand the heavy fire of the enemy, ‘that he was
umble to give a gingle order, neither did he uttel'
onedirection. during the whole battle. .

- The Bresident @xd not recover himself till vic-
torywns ‘proclaimed on the part of the Repub- .
licans, and.the enemy had left the field, when he
ran to General Paez and embraced him ‘warmly,
and promoted him to the renk of Captain General.

. He then embraced Colonel Mackintosh, .and con-

‘ferred upon him the rank .of General of Divisien®,

.and preceeding through the ranks of the Legien,
.embraced every man, and - bestowed upen the
whole the order of Libertador. The tworemaants
- of the British and Irish Legions were united by his
: Excellency’s commsnd, and were named on ‘the
* field ¢ the Regiment of Carabobe.”:Colonel Ferrier,

who had commanded the fragment of, Devereux’s
greops, fell with the colours of his party i his
hdnd, which he had just retaken from a Spaniard,
#e was subsequently buned with nnlltm'y ho- ‘
nours.
.+ His Excellency also .did me the honour of
icreating me a general officer in the army, and of
Jnvesting me with all the privileges of a citizen
* This rank was subsequently taken from the Colonel, in con--
sequence of some pique entertained against him.
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land. Bolivar, in this instance, with a candour that
does him homour, gave the entire credit off the'ac-'
tion to.the British, the Llaneros, and the Sambos,.
and confessed that he was not entitled to the least.
merit on the occasion. To Colonel Mackintosh:
can alone be given the military merit of it, asl'
without his cool intrepidity and masterly tactics, '

the whole force must have been destroyed. Of
the patriot troops.there ‘were.killed—British 150, ,
" Llaneros, near 300, 'and Sambos and the seamen.i

of Colombia, an& I moreover received a grant of)

united . to them,” 450.) Thé latter body would not

have suffered ‘so severely, but that they reéeived
the whole of the first tremendous fire discharged
by-the enemy. * A'large proportion of each was
wounded. This battle would not have been
gained so easily  but for the misunderstanding
which: had for some time before existed between

_the ‘two Spanish. chiefs, Morales and La Torre.

" After the action I took up my quarters in the .
house of a peasant, where they had both been
lodged previous to ‘the commg up of the Inde-|
pehdent army, the owner of which informed me/
that many of their hours of privacy were passed
in continued bickerings, each being jealous of|
the other. This feeling .being at length made)

known to the troops, it communicated to them a{

spirit of discontent, and an inclination towards.
party squabbles, according to their different views
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of the case; and .this variance, no doubt, greatly
damPed their ardour in the conflict.” .

The Royalist Generals now fled to Portobello,'
[teking with them all the troops which had escaped
from ‘the last battle, excepting the regiment .al-
Jowed by Paez.to get away, and that had gone
to Caraccas) . After staying a few days on the
plain to recruit the troops, who.were much: ex-
hausted, it became a matter. of discussion between
the Generals Bolivar and' Paez;: ‘whether. the
army should proceed at once to Portobello, -in

~ order to-complete the destruction of the Spanish
force, as- recommended by the latter, or march
towards the city of-Caraccas, toreduce it, as pro--
posed by his Excellency. The. President pre-
vailed, and we therefore went thlther as soon .as
rq the strength of the treops would permlt}

~After another harassing’ march, -in. which, as
,fn all others in South America, the dearth of
provisions and the immense labour and ‘fatigue
contributed materially to thin our ranks, we ar-.

ived within eight leagues of the city, and-haltéd
or the night in a small:wood, intending to match
‘forward in'the morning, and commence the attack
the next evening. . :

..1t was usual with the Presldent whenever he
‘co_uld by any means “obtain ‘a ‘supply of provi-
.sions, to invite his officers around him, and share
‘it equally between them; and I have frequently
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known him to reserye: for himself but a very slen-
der portion. The night en which we halted at the
wood, his' Excellency .invited the whele of the
officers .to 4 party, and seated in a ring we did -
“ justice to some good wine and porter, which Bo-:
kivar had received from Angostura. In the midsg
of our conviviality, it was observed by ayoung
Irish “officer, who possessed a :great, flow of
humonr, and was much noticed by Bolivar, that
he did riot think the President wounld take Carae-
cas.. No particular notice of thisremark was taken -
at the time, as he was continually joking on some
topic; and we retired early to bivouac for the
night. Not so with the officer just alluded to, who
took three of the baggage mules beldnging to the
amy, and having borrowed an equal pumber of.
" dresses fraom General officers, without -mentioning
kis motive, arrayed himself in one, and decked
out his -own servant, and also mine (whem hé had
induced ‘to’ go with him) in the others: With
these men, who were both Irish, and eager for any’
adventure that premised themafrolic, he rode off
to Caraccas as fast as the ‘mules could carry him.
Arrived there, he went up with a flag: of truce,
and desired to see the Spanish governon,: -pre-
tending that he:hdd beén sent by Bolivar-to - offer
him terms of capitnlartion,‘ :and -asserting that ‘the
Patriot army was not more than three miles, fmm
the city. ,
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.. The governor, being completely. taken by sur-
prise, as he had never apprehended the approach
'of an enemy, and knowing that his:own forces
were .unequal to combat with Bolivar’s. army,

. was only eager 10 ensure the lives of himself and

mén upon any terms. He, therefore, without
questioning the "authority of the person he: was
‘tpeating with,. or requesting to see his credentizls)
!at.once. agreed to surrender the town to Bolivar;
! upon.the agent signing a stipulation, on behalf of
‘the President, thathimself:and troops sheuld be
treated. with_ all due respect/ and furnished with
all: things necessary. for their suppert till they
oould leave. the city, when they should have safe
canduct to any part of Venezuela they pleased. to
go to, which: should at that. time be. in possession
of the Royalists. :These terms being agreed to and
,atgned the Lieutenant returned.to the army .te
i report the suecess of his nocturnal excursion.

. 'He came ‘within sight of us just as we had com-
‘menced the march. Several enquiries had been
‘previously made for him, and conjecture was busy
as to the cause of his absence. . When, however;
‘we saw him approach. in ‘his- borrowed plumes;
accompanied by the -two : gaily. dressed -servants;
it was imagined that he had been playing sonte
‘trick upon' the inhabitants of -a neighhouring little
[tawn Riding up to Bolivar, with assumed geas
|vity he presented to his Excellency the terms;
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raccas was his own, and that he might march int
it as soon as he pleased. Bolivar refused to liste
to him, merely laughing at what he supposed td‘
be a made-up tale; but at.length, seeing the s;gd ,
nature of .the governor, and his:seal affixed to the
document, he became satisfied as:to the correctness
of it. 'We marched into the city the same evening;:
and . the inhabitants received -us with open arms.:
Our Licutenant acquired; by " this -adventire the.
name of ‘“The. town-taker.”: He was a brave:
young man, though thoughtless. He rose ra:. -
pidly in" the army; but; not long after I left the-
country, was killed, at the re-capture of- Maracaxbof
by the Royahsts) R :
. ‘The city of Caraccas is erected in 'a most de-
lightful spot, terméd the vale of Arragon, at an
elevation of more than 3000 feet above the leveél
of the sea. Itis irregularly built; but when viewed
from the ‘extremity of the vale, or from the neigh-
bouring mountains, it is excessively grand- in its
appearance, and is perhaps’ the more so from its
irregularity. It contains ‘several squares of good’
size, ornamented with fountains,-that are conti-
nually. laving the city, ‘and which give it a degree
of -coolness not experienced on the plain, althongh
but a few yards from it. -The buildings are all spa-
cious and of handsome construction. Every house -
is a mansion, and has beautiful gardens-attached

of capitulation, and informed hiin the city of daé}.
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to:it, very tastefully laid out. In all the buildings

" a fine white stucco is used, which adds much to

their splendid -appearance. It.also contains a
lazge theatre, which was originally erected by the.
Royalists, to draw the people into: the pursuit. of
pléasure, in order to-make them the more easily
and insensibly submit to.the yoke they. were
preparing . for them: It is upon the whole a most
enchanting place of residence ; and situated as it is
in::one of the finest vallies in the world; it would
be:as healthy as.beautiful. did not a bad. arrange-
ment, respecting the sewers of ‘the city, render it
otherwise.. In each street is one or two shallow
drains, for- the conveyance of.the domestic filth
and the rain-water beyond the city. These are
covered with - flat pieces. of .stone, in such a man-

ner as to leave. interstices between them, that -

‘the .drain may receive.the water which- runs in

toirents from the houses during the wet seasons.
The .unwholesomeness' of the. exhalations, which

~.continually -arise: from' these openings, is ex-

tremely offensive, and in conjunction with a large
pond at the:extremity of the city, where the con-
tents «of .all are emptied, and where the offensive
matter is allowed . to decompose, serves to engen-
der fevers of a- malignant nature,. or at least these
disorders have.been, with good apparent reason,
attributed to such causes. Happily four or. five
clear streams run constantly through the : city,
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whlch _tend, in some degree, to counteract- these
mjunous exhalations.

La Guayra, which is the@ort of Cmccas, is-
five leagues distant from the city, the road lying
across a branch of the Cordillera:of the ‘Andes,
between 6,000 and 7,000 feet above the sea. On
this road, which is excessively difficult of access,
'is one small building used as an inn, and termed
“la Venta,”* from its situation.. This forms a
very good resting place for travellers, and they
are sometimes provided with very bad refresh-
ments at an exerbitant rate, and at others nothing
of the kind is to be obtained.f :Above 100,000
Indians are reported to have been. sacrificed in
the construction of this read. They were chained:
together by the Spaniards, and thus compelied:
to work, exposed to ‘evéery description of want,
and -oppressed by every .cruelty that could be - ;
flioted ; remains of the pavement laid down .by:
them are still to be seen} The sides of the moun.
tains are thickly covered with .wood, whose besu-
tiful foliage sheds a bright lustre over their rugged
and inaccessible: surfaces. Numerous terraces
are seen rising with perfect regularity above esch
other, every one being a separate plantation -of
coffee, plantains, cocoa, &c. The view of the

* A road-side inn. ‘ ‘ o

+ This was the case during the war. Peace may have '\.ltered
its circumstances. '
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adjacent country, from the winding path leading
over the mountain, is varied and delightful. Here
are frequently seen large droves of mules winding
their weary way along the ragged road, every
step threatening to cast them down into the
abyss belew, as often proves their fate. .

La Guayra itself is desolated and dreary, in
eonsequence of the earthquake of 1812. Abeut
300 yards in its rear rises a chain of mountains,
ta the perpendicular height of above 9000 feet,
wiich, causing a powerfal reflection of the solar
rays on the port, together with its latitude 10°,
renders the heat nearly insupportable, and the
~ place gltogether unhealthy. As a port it is par-
ticularly ineonvenient, for several reasons ; among
which its distance from the' city itself, and the
very unsafe rendezvous it affords to ships, are
far from the most incomsiderable. There is, in
fact, ne harbour, unbess a very imsecure roadstead
may. be so termed. The Coquita cables are
eagerly sought after by vessels trading to this
port, as also along the coast, being much safer
and more durable than those of hemp.

1In order to effectually secare the affections of
.the people of Caraccas, which he knew were ever
on the wame, his Excellency ordered a succession
‘of entertainments to be prepared for their diver-
swn, and for several days there was nothing to be
seen or heard of but dancing, feasting, and buil-

VOL. II., P
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i
ﬁghtmg The, theatre was ma;le use af,, and, a,‘ll
the officers, who possessed any ‘dramatic ta}stﬁ,
were ,requested to form- themselves mto a com-i'
pany, and thus several pleces were respectably‘
performed. The theatre is - entirély without a .
roof, as in fine weather the héat occasioned by
such a large assemblage could not be: sustamed. in’
a covered building. In the weét. seasons it is:
but rarely occupied, and then it has a tarpauling :
drawn over it) Tt is large, and has a pit, three
tiers of boxes, and a gallery. of very great dimen-
sions.” The boxes are covered .to exclude the
rays of the sun, which might destroy the ﬁnq{
complexion of the'ladies, who .here, as: well ag
the gentlemen enjoy the privilege of smokmg
cigars, and holding conversations, after which -
they are, often seen indulging in a nag) Freedom
is the order of. the day in Colombia, and- nelther
sex lay any restraint upon their inclinations; -
The higher orders of society throughout th;e‘
Republic, have several good qualitigs, comhlqegl, :
with a great deal of inconsistency, and Juany,
errors. They are excesswely kmd and charitable,
to persons in dnstress, and in the exercl,se of thelg
benevolence they are not influenced by any ja-
tional feelings. Every stranger whq visjts theiy, -
shores is welcome to their tables, and hosplta,hty|,
in its most unlimited sense, is in no cquntry morq
liberally, "and at the same time .more dehcately
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obséived than in. Colombia. In their intimacies
they are ‘reserved and open, volatile and gloomy,
polite and uncouth, according to the caprice of
the 'moment. In their professions of friendship,
they ‘are insincere ; and, indeed, so regardless are
gthéy' of truth, that they never consider it at all
necessary to recollect any promise they may have
‘made.” When a_stranger is first introduced to -a
family, .it is common for the master of the house
“to’ tell him, that himself and all that belong to
‘him ate at his disposal, yet the next day -the
_same person will pass him in the streets unheeded,
If a traveller sees a native mounted on a fine horse
which he may admire,- he is instantly told that
the horse is his own, and. shall be sent to him in
-an hour, but he never receives the present, nor is
‘the promise. ‘ever thought of. afterwards. T have,
in"the course_ of a ride of a ‘couple of hours with
:a° native, known the same horse to be given to
twenty different persons, many of whom have
merely looked at the animal ; and the person thus
liberally disposing of it has, at the commence- .
_ment of our ride, given it to myself with just the
same parade and professions of regard.

‘Theé  Colombians are, perhaps, of all people,
the most influenced by circumstances. When
fin poverty or difficulty of any sort, they will
{descend to the greatest meanness and servility,
but on the contrary, when exalted by wealth
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or power, their assumed pride is inconceivable.
When the destiny of their country hung by a hair, "
when their own armies were proved incapable of
contending with the veteran traops of. Spain, their -
attention and promises to those foreigners wha
engaged in their cause, exceeded the bounds of
probability ; but when their freedom was achieved,
as it literally was by the latter, scarcely a Creole’
was to be found who would award the meed of.
praise to those who had bled in defemce of ‘the’
rights of his country. Their jealousy of foreign
talent, whether exerted in the field or elsewhere, '
knows no limits. This ungenerous feeling belongs
exclusively to the higher classes) The peasantry
are all a humble civil race, .and are proud to be
commanded by foreigners, from a consciousness
(as they themselves express it) of their superiority
in the field over their own countrymen.: -From
this tractable trait of character, I must howeves
totally exempt the Llaneros of the plains, as they
are utterly uncontroulable except. by their own
chiefs, and even as regards them, I have frequently
observed, while serving with them, that they con-
sidered it a point of favour to obey an order.
zfi‘he- better orders of females in' Colombia are —

extremely affable, and seem to inherit a degree of
natural politeness, which is certainly not produced
by education. Those of New Grenada are less
informed than the inbabitants of Venezuela, and
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from not enjoying, till very recently, the same
intercourse with foreigners, were much more
reserved, at the time I was in the country. Most
" of them, in both divisions of the Republic, are
very comely, at an early age, but their beauty
is of short duration; their teeth are spoiled very
quickly by the constant use of dulce; and after
_they arrive at twenty-eight er thirty, they -al
- speedily assume an-appearance of very advanced
‘age, Their complexions vary according to the
particular place they inhabit, but all possess very
fine and long hair, bright sparkling eyes, and beau-
tiful teeth, at an early-age; but;I cannot say that
,any of them pay that due regard to delicacy and
- cleanliness, so usually observed in other countries.
Education is scarcely ever attended to by the pa-
rents, and it is therefore a rare occurrence to find
a female, even of the most superior families, who
can read or write. Their principal accomplish-
" fment is dancing, in which they all excel. I have
(:;ver seen a Creole of any degree, that did not go
\through the intricate evolutions of their native
dances with much grace and elegance. Their
other amusements are wholly of a sensual nature;
and, indeed, the intellectual hears but a very
'small . proportion in the scale of-their pursuits
,throughout life. There is, in consequence of the
{ narrowness of their education, an universal dearth
i of conversation throughout the female society in
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Colombia, save upon -the little topics of the day,
such as their dresses, balls and feasts, and lastly
their domestic .scandal, in which they indulge to '
‘an extent that is disgusting. Their converzationes .
are generally held in the fore part of the day, and ;
they usually sit on large sofas, in clusters, the legs;
crossed @ la Turque, and their drapery arranged.
in such'a manner as to expose their anolgs). which,
with their feet, are commonly very prettily formed.
The former are(generally ornamented with brace-
lets, and they wear garters, which have tassels of
gold or silver descending from tliem, which they
take care shall be seen. Here they smoke cigars,
receive the homage of their gal]an@ and listen
to and retail the tales in circulation to the preju-
dice of their neighbours. Wo unto her who has
‘the temerity to endeavour to eclipse the other
members of her circle in any entertainnent. or
equipage. There is not a fault in the scale of female
frailty that will not he unhesijtatingly heaped
upon her. devoted head, and ‘she is at length
driven from the field entirely. The feasts of the
Colombians are profuse, and of frequent occur-
rence, in which they spare no expense. Theijr
tables are loaded till ready to sink beneath their
burdens, but it is without the slightest obger--
vance. of taste or comfort. A singular custom
prevails among the ladies of Colombia, . particu~
Jarly the higher class. At the close of any feast;
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;hm&ng Yully satisfled their'dppetites, which'dre by
- #b edris'vety modetate, they comnhence s regiitr
-dttdek upon such delicacies as remain’on the table
titttoviched, which generally- consist of dilce and
- «other sweetmeats. With- these they fill their hand-
kérchiefs as fast as possible, and hand them over
to/their own domestics, who are in waiting at
sieh ‘entertainments; and who walk home with
-their respective booties.  These attacks often end
in quarrels, and sometimes in certain damages to
* the persons of the fair scramblers,who are not re-
thdrkable ‘for their gentleness on such occasions.
saw, upon one affair of this kind, at the house of
/l(;éneraﬂ Barino, at Rosario de Cucuta, several
Nof the ladies, the table, and its contents, with the
?seats, &c. thrown on the floor of the apartment,
iwhére they remained attacking each other with
,the utmost vehemence, amidst the general wreck ;
‘and one damsel, who had gallantly withstood the
assaults of her numerous antagonists, and had
‘Bérne off the greatest proportion of the plunder,
:was loudly applauded for her prowess, and finally
ichaired ‘found the room in triumph by her male
ddtifrers::’

;#Next to eating and dancing, bull-baiting and
fock-fighting seem to hold the most distinguished
place in their amusemeénts. These commonly
occur on all public festivals, and are per-
"formed in the plazds of the towns. The ladies

\
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occupy the surrounding windows or benches,
arranged in the open air, and regularly applaud
any particular feat with great earnestness. Not
only, indeed, do they look on these disgusting and
sanguinary scenes with perfect indifference as toll
the sufferings of the tortured animals, but less with’
an expression of pity than of delight,)
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CHAPTER X.

Author’s attempt to adjust the claim of the representatives of Major
Beamish—Second journey to Rosario de Cucuta—Interview with
General Santander—Treatment of the claim by Congress—Au-
thor determines to quit the Colombian service—Sketch of the
career of the Vice-President Santander—Discontent of the Bri-
tish officers—Author induced to take another command—Inac-
tivity and apathy of the Independents before Portobello—
Escape of General Morales—Desolation produced by the war—
Population of the Republic—Mixed nature of the different races
—State of the Indians—Capture of a Spanish foree at Ocumare—
Final rejection of the claims of the representatives of Major
Beamish—The health of the Author materially affected—Deter-

- mines to quit the Colombian service—Visits General Arismendez
—Embarks for Curagos, and obliged to return—Embarks in a
brig bound for England—A lady placed under his protection—
Wrecked off one of the Bahama islands—Obstinacy of master and
crew—Narrow escape—Saves part of the cargo—Sails for England.

Percriving that any further military movements
-were not likely to take place for some time, I took
the liberty of reminding his Excellency of the
promise he had made me, that I should have an
opportunity of arranging the affairs of Major Bea-
mish, and I also requested some part of my
arrears of pay, as did many other officers at the
same time. To my surprise, the latter was re-
-fused, in all cases, on the old plea of inability, and
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ali! that' eould 'be’ obtained' was b renéwals of - pto-
mises;; ‘though at the same moment it was mami-’
fest.to every one, that more money than was suffi-
cient to have satisfied the officers and ‘troops was:
squandered away in a profusion of banquets 'and
ridiculous pageantry, which could only have been
gratifying to the vanity of the promoter of it.R
The fulfilment of the promise which I had received,’, ~
and had regarded as inviolable, of having the nel \ ~
cessary letters of recommendation; and certificates
respecting Major Bkamish’s battalion, was now;
in common with every other, avoided. When I
pressed for them, his Excellency repeated his:
former observation, that they were unnecessary, as
the ‘Congress would receive the claims with alll
the hberahty I could desire.) -

+1  therefore started* once more for Rosano de
Cucuta; but, from the cause ]IlSt mentioned, in
very straitened circumstances, and under great
difficulties. There was evidently a desire, on the‘
part of Bolivar, to prevent this journey, as he not |

B !

: ® Persons were empldyed to celebrate his prowess and -
achiévements - in’ numerous sonnets, which were hourly sang by
others thropgh Caraccas. Allegorical entertainments were ‘got
up, in which Bolivar was represented as.the God of War, .and
addresses of congratulation, on his entry into.the city, were pre-
pared by his-own friends, for the signatures of such of the 1nha-‘
bitants as could write, in which he was styled ¢ Snmon the
Heaven-born.”! :



IN COLOMBIA. (:-.: . 219

not only withheld the letters he had promised; but

‘the wsual warrants for the impressment of mules
‘upon the jowney. I was however determined to
‘g0 at all hazards, and with a very slender purse
‘started, and after a tedious journey of nearly
‘six.weeks, reached the seat of government. I

waited upon General S)ntander who received me
with great politeness, but declined to enter upon
the subject for which I had taken the journey
there, as he was about to depart for Caraccas,
whither he had been ordered by Bolivar. Not
willing: to lose the chance of receiving the decision
of :the Congress before his departure, I earnestly
pressed. him. to allow me to enter into the particu-
lars of it. . He did so, but at” once “told me that
the Congress would never listen to:any claim of

the kind, as Major- Bcamlsh fhad not .made 'any
zstlpulauon with the authorities of Venezuela, and
‘his intentions were not known to them, until the
arrival of the troops in the country. He afterwards

mentioned the subject to some of his own friends;
who were also members of the Congress, and they
at once agreed, that any apphcatlon to the govern-
ment assembled would be useless; telling me,
that as .the Major had been so incautious as to
equip a body of men for the service of the Repub-
lic, - without first stipulating for a proportionate
remuneration, his family must abide by the conse-

.quences. Equally surprised and indignant at this



220 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE

ungrateful return’ (as I conceived it) for my de-

ceased friend’s efforts to serve the country, I

shewed the letters which Geeneral Arismendez had

given me, testifying the excellent discipline of the

men when they arrived at Margarita, and the

complete manner in which they were clothed and

appointed ; but was told that all were unavailing,

as the Government would not consider themselves

bound to satisfy any claim made under such eir-

cumstances. (I then waited upon the prineipal

members of the Congress m succession, endea-

vouring to interest them i in the matter, but none

of them gave me the slightest hope of success,

though a few of them offered to support the claim‘g
if brought forward in the House. This I deter-
mined to dc) not wishing to leave any chance un-

tried of procuring a favourable issue.

The Congress having assembled,)by the order of \
Santander, to appoint a person to fill his office
. duripg his absence at Caraccas, I attended, and

with some difficulty obtained permission to state\
the circumstances of the claim to them; Havmg
done so, (ﬁ— ve or six of .the members arose in sup- .
. port of it, and argued upon the justice of the
demand with great firmness and eloquence; Senors
Pepys and Marco, and General Romana, were
particularly anxious for the honour of their coun-
try, and to prevent the stigma which would other-
wise be thrown upon its liberality and gratitude,
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that it should be settled, upan the same terms as
some of the others, which'had been. treated accord-
g to the specific contracts formed. - -

(f‘h'me or four days after this degision, ¥ recéived
iorders from Bolivar to take the force 1 had pre-
1viously commanded to Portobello, where the Spa-
imiards still were; and whick, in erder to prevent

~ tamy fortherinterruption from them, kis Excellency

‘had. reselved to invest. Disgusted, however, at the
‘manner in which the claims on behalf of my late
fnend had been received, and' having but too much
reason to apprehend that I should expérience much
the same treatment with respect to the arrears of .
pay and prize-money due to myself—all settlement
of which: had been deferred till the meeting of the
Congress at Santa-f& de Bogota—I determined to
leave the service altogether, unless an immediate
‘and satisfactory guarantee were given me, that an
-ultimate settlement should take place.” With this
intention, I went with General Santander to Ca-
raccas, and, soon after I reached it, had an oppor-
tunity of learning the.ready zeal with which the
“Mice-President obeyed the direetions of his master.

- Seventeen hundred Spaniards, who.had composed

the garrison of Caraccas, were still left in the. city,

“under the assurance given them that they would
[Teceive honourable treatment.} They had hitherto
been waiting for the arrival of some vessels to con-

vey them to Portobello, which bad been purposeky
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délayed by -the Indépenénts, &s: i€ 'WAs' the’ wxsh
of Bolivar to:piit them ot 'of the way. He there-‘
fove sent for Santander, (go take  command of* the
garrison he intended t6 leave in the city, While'he
went to Portobello, and orderéd the Vice-Px‘esident
ta put the whole of the prisoniets 'to death dunng '
his absence. How this could be justified, or under
what pretext it was done, I know not; it was m
total violation of the treaty of Santa Anna, wherem _
it was agreed that the war-of-extermination should
cease for ever; and that treaty was never broken'
by the Spaniards till after this massacre. "It was
also contrary to the assurances his Excellency had
given, under his'own hand, to the Spalixsh'Gover'-
nor, on entering the cxty - It was, however in
spite of all, ‘completed; and §L.ntander /in the
literal obedience of his orders, suffered not one
of them to escap? They were put fo'death after/
I'left the city. ot
'General Santander is a nativé of Rosario ‘4"
Cucuta, where his parents had long' resided. befb're"
the Revolution had agitated the country, in éonsi-”
derable affluence and respectability. ~His fatler
was a man of acknowledged talent, and had-
acquired great reputation for ability and integtity
as-a Professor of Law, for which also the Generat
was intehded. He had prosecuted his studies
with great prospect of attaining celebrity, when d -
revolting piece of cruelty on’ the part of the"Spa-



R AT IN GQLOMBI@Q AT R m

ards, Attended by a mmpmstame of. some singut.
_ la:ptyy‘ agqasioped an alteration in hig pursuits. i1 1.
. After;the capture .of the city. of Bogota by the:
Royalists, . the father .of Santander, who.was
strongly . suspgcted . to' be .inclined - toweards  the
Rgpubhcan mterest, w3as. xmmedaately taken, and,
aftgr the form of a tyial, was, with many othex
mgmb¢xs of his. profession, . put to death. ‘At this
time the whole of his: family were living at Bogota,.
hgv‘;,ng,retlredl thither from Cucuta on the approach-
of the Royalists; and, as a gratification of their
diabolical revenge, the Spaniards determined: to
sacrifice every one of them; and commenced a
most aptlve search for them, but without.effect.
S@ntander s mother, who was aged and enfeebled,
with (I believe) an only. daughter, took refuge in a
subterraneous cavern, not far from the city, where
they remained unobserved, but suffering .the most
dreadful privations that could-be emdured, -till
ﬁnally the xenerable parent breathed her last sigh
in the axms of her daughter, belng literally. starved
to. death.
_Saptander, who had, .in the general confuswn,-..
become. separated from his - relatives, . unable :to
- asgertain their retreat, fled into another provinee, .
- anpd’evaded his pursuers effectpally. Meantime a*
young :man,” who so. much resembled the General
s to,:have been frequently mistaken for, him by.
thm ;mutual friends, was apprehended by a pesty
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of the Spaniards, and put to instant death, ‘s
body being left to decay on the mountains where ho
was murdered, without burial. The sister of San-
tander, who had, after the decease of her mother,
wandered abroad in the vain- hope of meeting her
brother, and of receiving some protection from
him, was by chanee led to the spot where the
body of the young man lay, and believing, - from
the resemblance, that it was the object .of -hey
search, became delirious, and, after a pilgrimage
of some months’ continaance through the. countryf,
died.

- These and: other domestic calamatws, mth thc
total ruinaQiy of kis prespects of rising i his ‘pros
fession (the policy of Morillo being to destroy-al
persans of education and talent) induced him to
enter.the army, that he; might have an oppertumity
of avenging the manifald mjuries he had sustaimed:
Having proeured a commission, be displaysd grest
personal bravery, and soon acquired a competent
knowledge of military tacties, but without gaming
material promotion till he was placed under the'ims
mediate command of Balivar. He then rose sapidly,
but, aceording to the most popular apinions enter:
tained respecting him in Colombia, he is more inx
debted for his advancement to the servility of his:
disposition, and the readiness with’ whicls he enters
into and executes thre wishes of his superioss, than
to his own merits m the field, whieh at the same timé
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must be acknowledged to be great. 'On many
trying occasions, his military skill and courige
have been of the greatest service to the Patriot
canse; and in others, equally perplexing, his po--
litical genius and talent for intrigue were ‘as emi-
‘nently conspicuous. As a general ahd a senator,
‘he has been justly lauded ‘and ‘admired ; * but still
the good qualities he possesses are unfortunately
dimmed by others of an opposite nature. He is
" mean, selfish, and avaricious, and for the gratifica-
‘tion of these feelings, and to gain the favor of those
in authority, he is thought capable of sacrificing his
dearest friends and the best interests of his country.
He has been deservedly censured for his want of
patriotism, which has been evinced on several oc-
casions, having been known to accept of bribes
from the Royalists, which, under the circumstances,
evinced a heartless indifference to the sufferings of
his countrymen, that is disgusting. One instance
of the latter will suffice :

After the battle of Tunja in New Grenada, 'in
which the troops . he then commanded were com-
plétely frightened out of the ficld, he was detached
from the main body of the Patriots, with his own
force, in order to capture a battalion of the Spa-
niard s which had "rendered itself celebrated for
the immense destruction of life and ‘property it
bad caused, and in consequence was termed the
« battalion of death.” He came up with "and

VOL. II. Q
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surrounded it by surprise, and the enemy, per:
ceiving their own inferiority of numbers, deemed
it useless to attempt to defend themselves, and
with their usual pusillanimity threw down their
arms. -Their Commander then desired an interview
with Santander, and informed the General that, if
he would permit himself and men to. escape, and
order their arms to be restored to them, with an
assurance that he would not molest them for a
certain period, that -he would -point-eut a spot
where he had concealed a quantity of . jewels and
specie, which he had amassed by plunder, and
the whole of it should be the. General’s, if he
pleased. The bargain was concluded: on these
terms, and the prisoners were.sét at liberty—the
men who for years had made such:havod through-
out the Republic, and. perhaps the very men
who had participated in the murder of ‘his rela-
tives. . . .-

In short, making every allowance for the irri~
tated feelings of many of the public men of the
Republic, both civil and military, who may be
incited to make exaggerated statements respecting
him, itis certain that Santander has had the wel-
fare of Colombia but little at heart; on the con-
‘trary, no person can have displayed more - apathy:
on ‘the subject than he bhas ever done. He en-
tered not the service, originally, on any truly
patriotic principles, but to gratify a desire of re-
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veﬁge, which it must be allowed was extremely
natural; and he has continued in it because it was
the only chanmnel left open by which he  could
advance himself and satisfy his ambition. He has
until recentty been deemed the staunch supporter
of Bolivar; and whatever changes may have taken
place of late, he has frequently tried to influence
thre people in favour of an absolute monarchy, and
to invest the President with that power. .
" ‘I had taken the earliest opportunity after my
return from Rosario de Cucuta to represent the
w« kKberality” of the Congress with regard to my
iclaims to his Excellency, ‘who as usual expressed
‘great regret, surprise, and so forth, and again pro-
imised that, after the investment of Portobello,
iand the destruction of the Royalist force in that
jcity, which he anticipated would take place as
isoon as the attack was made, he would take care’
‘that every cause I had of complaint should be
removed; adding, that before he took his depar-
.ture for Peru, he would see that not only myself
"but the whole of the British officers should be
~ perfectly satisfied. ' This declaration was made at
a levee in the presence of many others, who were
equally afraid with myself that we should never
receive anything. The whole of the British were,
in fact, dispirited with the result of some similar
applications to mine to the Congress; and the
disgust every day imcreasing, the service was
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fikely to sustain a considerable loss, -as ‘many- of
‘them publicly asserted .their intention of leaving.it. /
Of this spirit of dissatisfaction Bolivar was per- -
fectly aware, -as almost every observ_atlon uttered |
‘by the English officers at their :mess and otbzrf
places of meeting was constantly reported to him'
by some agents, who remained a long time undis- ‘
'covere(ll but soon after we had left Caraccas,vwe
accidently found out- that they were ‘some native
officers, who had by repeated -efforts ingratiated
‘themselves into the favour of the British. - His:Ex-
cellency, having occasion for the aid of those who
‘wished to resign their commands at this time,
‘was particularly anxious that they should all .be,
pacified, till circumstances rendered it of less
consequence to him. He therefore renewed all!
his promises to them in the most earnest and so-}
lemn manner, and amongst-the rest I felt inclined'
4o give the matter another trial, not wishing to.
condemn without the fullest proof. I therefore]
‘consented to resume the command of the Sambos,{
and received orders to prepare flecheras to conwey
thent to Angostura, 'where I was directed to- ang-\
Tnent them to the number of 3000.: - -
- /This completed, (after remaitiing a few days at
" the last-named city), T went down to Portobello, i ln,
fulfilment of my instructions: ' His Excellencvy,
‘who ‘had been there some time before, ordered me:
to.take a portion of the blacks, and move:with. a‘
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{detachment . of the British. troops to.attack and

- |cut off a large foraging party of the Spaniards,
:who were then marching over. a. hill towards their
'main.body in the.city, where they were conveying
‘some provisions. They: had left the city. two

- mights previously, unobserved by the investing
force,.and had succeeded in collecting together.a
govd supply of cattle: :

» I joined the British urder. Major Divy, and, in
4conjunctlon :with his troops, the Sambos took.the
‘whole of the enemy pribeners, and enriched the
‘Independent camp with their arms and the herd
they were driving. - The peculiar features. of. the
war were_here fully manifested, and the apathy
which pervaded those in command, where activity
and energy. were required, was shewn in. the
highest degree. It had been understood previously

" to our departure from. Caraccas, . that the.object
‘which the. President had.in view.in meving: the
army towards Portobello, was to.attack the enemy
.who were lodged. there, .and. every officer. in. the
jIndependent army seemed convinced. that twelve
shours would have .made Bolivar master -of the
1place, if a proper attack had been made ; but this
iwas not permitted. . The troops, baving reached
ithe end . of their march, were.ordered to remah
jthere, comfortably taking up their quarters before

. {the walls; the.Patriot chief preferring the more

' tedious method of ‘starving them:imto a .capitula-~
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tion, to that of making any direct attempt upon
the place. . -
- The impolicy of this plan may be .easily. con-
ceived ; the army of course required provisions,
which, in econsequence of the length of time the
Spaniards had been there, were exoceedingly
scarce in that part of the country. Again, as

no exertions were used to keep up the discipline

of (ﬁe forces, whe were daily passing their time
in sloth,. théy became at length regardiess of sub-
ordination, were attacked by disease, and once
more relapsed into ‘that recklessnessjof conse-
quences which they had fallen into on their first

campaign. The(Spanish generals perceiving all
this, took advantage of it, and made several
attacks upon us; and although they were repulsed,.
and generally with a diminution of  their number,
still it was not without loss on the Republican side. .
These losses, indeed, in all human probability, :
equalled, if not exceeded that which would have:
been sustained in a regular attack upon the city,

which, had it taken place, would have prevented

the sickness and privation which now shewed

themselves through our ranks.. However, results
hke these were but seldom calculated on, or even
thought of. The grand sources of all the disasters
which accrued to the Patrioty were their own
- weakness, indecision, jealousy of each other, pro-
~ erastination, and indolence. A due degree of firm-
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ness anfl activity would have gained them all they
have ac¢quired, with a much less effusion of blood;
bne-third of the waste of property, and in a fourth
of the time it has cost them to achieve their inde+
pendence.  All the advantages which they bhave
gained 'during two or three months’ hard fighting,
end all those to which they might bave fairly looked
forward. frem the state of their army, the ardoyr
of the troops themselves, the friendly disposition
of thie natives, and above all, the reduced -and-

" ‘disheartened state of the Royalists, have been

frequently sacrificed by the weakness, envy, or
fdlenesds of 4 chief, who has ¢ithef not known what
to do, or has hieén jealous of the movements of 3
rival whom he dreaded, and therefore injured the
cause of his country to thwart. In thé absence of

(thése incentives, to occupy some snug encamp-
‘ment, and spend his time in gambling with his
rofficers, has often been a chief consideration with

‘one of these leaders,) Tliese are facts too well

krown in the service to admit of contradiction; and
their baneful effects have been sufficieritly ob-
vious.

« General Mora]es havmg taken advantage of the
want of vigilance displayed by the Indepéndent

troops, escaped with his force across the province;
‘and Paez, who was heartily tired of the monoto-

nous life pursued by the whole army, determined

:upon going after them, in opposition to the will of
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to be allowed to join Paez, but was refused. The
brave General followed up the enemy closely, an
forced them to an engagement; but as they could
not be brought to make any stand, ‘their loss wad
but trifling. Meantime, we were still lying be-
fore the town, without making any effort to take’
it or-to keep the enemy within the walls. They
were constantly making excursions, unnoticed
by the Republicans, and generally veturned end
riched with .provisions and stores, the plunder of
the inhabitants of the provmcg.) There is a large
watch-tower or fort that commands the whole of
Portobello, called Mirandos de Solano, which, in
an attempt to take the town, must be the principal
object. of the besiegers. Had it been: properly
stormed at the onset, it must have unavoidably
yielded, after which it would have.been. impossi-
ble for the enemy to have kept the troops out of
the town itself. This being neglected, the(' siege,
(if such it may be termed) was protracted- durmg:
a period of nine months

the President. I made an. application at this tim:]

* It did not surrendex\txll the latter end of May 1822, when
the ‘approach of General Paez, who was then in command, :
durmg the absence of General Bolivar in Quito, and, freed from
the shackles which had been previously thrown over his actions, ' '
soon_mduced the enemy to surrender. The garrison received .
every honourable protection, and Paez finally gave it safe con-
duct to Porto Rico;)
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.The :Spaniards. under.La Torre now grew very
daring, and we were chiefly engaged. in. resisting
their attacks upon us; which kept. up a.continued
series of skirmishes for many days. We were at
first taken by surprise, and suffered some loss;
but, at length, the enemy: were glad to leave us
unmolested. (Not long after Paez 'had left us,
fintelligence reached  the President that a very
‘strong reinforcement had landed at. Ocumare
‘from . Spain, -and remained there waiting for fur-
ither orders from La Torre. I was directed to join
ta body of native troops)under Solano, {and to
;destroy them ere they could join the standard of
‘either of the Royalist generals. -

/A march through this part of the. country at
}.Q t period could not fail to most forcibly impress
.+ jan observer.with the dreadful effects which the
; war and the previous cruelty of.the Spaniards had
produced on the population . of that provmc'g}
' Perhaps no. part of the Republic has suffered. such
a.serious.diminution of its inhabitants as the pro-
vinces of Maracaibo, Rio-de-la-Hacha, and. Porto-
bello. Here,(fm several leagues, were to be seen
- ybeautiful tracts of country, once thickly inhabited
:by a thriving ‘population, the traces of whose
‘labours ‘were still to be seen in the manner in
iwhich the grounds had been evidently laid out
{in plantations; but not a soul was to be per-
fceived. ‘All was dreary, desolate, and cheerless;
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angd dwinga march of twe or three days’ continu-
-ance, pot.a sbund or sign of existing: humunity was’
10 he seen or heard.*: 1 have examined many cal-
culations on the population of Colombia) and am'
decidedly :of opinien, . from ocular demonstration
during my travels through. the various parts I
have stated, and also from the.observations of iy
companions in the service, and others who have
had a more intimate acquaintemce with the inte-
rior than I have bad, that they are incorreet.
This has no doubt arisen from the well-kmown
and generally admitted circumstance, that the
government has never yet had. any census the
" accuracy of which .could be relied on.: It is sven
probable that some years will elapse before it can
segcomplish one, as. it must, of necessity, be an
undertaking of considerable difficulty. .

At the time I was in Colombia, it was the opi-
nion of most officers of the government, both civil
and military, that.three millions were comsider.
ably under the number of souls in the two Vice- |
Royalties, exclusive of the almost mnumerable,
tnbes of IndlansT which inhabit the mte?ior;

* Ia the mountainous districts thié is by no means an yn-
cemmon occurrence, even for a much longer time; but it is
rarely to be met with in the delightful lowlands of either Vene-
zmela or New Crenada, excepting in the provinces before
named. : o ‘ :
. 1 In the province of Cumana alone, there are fourteen tribes

A




‘IN GOLOMBIA. : 23856

The whole mey be .classed under the following
heads. Creales, who are. descendants of the
Spanish ‘invaders, and of those emigrants from
the mother country wha arrived in the Repib-
lic subsequent to the invasion; Sambos, who
have heen before described ; Mestizos, a: peduliar
race, inbabiting many parts of the plains; a few
Negroes, and the Indians. Among the latter, each
tribe has its peculiar name; but to repeat their
appellations here would only serve to give a com.
fused idea of them, while it would be useless; as
they are all included under the heads already men+
tioned. The horrible scourge of exterminations
which lasted nearly thirteen years, fell heavily on
the first, so that they now bear but a very small
propartion to the others. The Sambos, who are
" always, from their natural disposition far plunder
and raving, scattered, not only in various paris of
the Repuhlie; but in the Caribhee islands, have
also suffered severely in consequence of . their
warlike habits ; while the Negroes, who are the un-
mixed descendants of the African slaves imported
by the conquerors, have been much diminished
by the horrible cruelties practised upon them, and
the unwhalesomeness of -the atmosphere in the
mines in which they have been compelled to work.

of Indians, hesides many others in different parts, ptrhculatly
4be Guahira country.
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(ﬁ;e Indians,} who as already stated ‘are exceed-.
ingly numerous, are spread throughout the entire
territory, and are. represented to have increased
since the introduction of the slaves, which mate-.
rially lessened their labours, and, consequently, the:
numbers that wére daily sacrificed in the mines.-
There are some tribes of them who are said to;
be very warlike in their disposition; but I cannot]
say that I ever saw such a spirit manifested, to
_any great degree, amongst those I have occasion-
ally served with. Indeed their principal aim ap-
peared to be that of living undisturbed in their own
wilds; and as they were at this.time no longer
required to toil for the conquerors, their poverty
secured them their independence, of which neither -
party deemed it worth while to.deprive. them..
‘Those who have served with the army have been
generally tempted by fair promises, made by the
native chiefs, to volunteer for ‘a time, but they
have, whenever any particular danger threatened,
fled before the enemy, and could not on such
oceasions ever be induced to rally. The Patriot
Generals, being aware of this weakness, never em-
ployed them as regular troops, but chiefly to enter
the field after the fate of a battle had been' de-:
cided, to dispatch the prisoners and plunder the
dead ; and also, whenever the enemy was marching
to any point, parties of them were detached to the.
woods to cut off all stragglers, and otherwise-
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harass and annoy them. Those inhabiting the
Isthmus of Darien, and the woods near the rivers
Mita and Apure, are exceedingly numerdp‘s,;f
but, nevertheless, the whole forms a population
wretchedly inferior and -disproportioned to the
vast -extent ‘of country under the government of
Colombia, which is at least capable of contain-
ing, and, if properly cultivated, of subsisting,
120,000,000 inhabitants. The provinces of Bar-
.celona, Cumava, and Guyana, have been in a
great measure swept of their population, as,
. during the whole -time occupied by the great
struggle for liberty, the -desolating war raged
without intermission in these parts, and in Pérto-
bello and the ‘adjoining provinces. Indeed Ve-
nezuela throughout formed the principal seat of
action, and as the Republican army, excepting the
foreign auxiliaries, were ‘chiefly composed of its
people, the Creoles of that Vice-royalty do mot
bear a proportion of more than two-fifths to those
.-of New Grenada. For the same reason the Vene-
‘zuelans are more chivalrous, ‘and habituated to
‘war, and have ‘ever proved themselves superior in
t_he field to the people of the sister division.
* The troops continued forwards, until they arrived
jat a small plain, ‘about five miles from Ocumare,
where the enemy were encamped, and had thrown
up a sort of stockade for, their defence. We were
- surprised to find that, instead of a numerous body,
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as we had been led to ewpect, there were only ;
600 of them. On our approach they gave us'
a sharp volley fronr behind their temporary shel-
ter, but the blacks soon cleaved it, and had put
several to the sword, before'it could be prevented.
After a short struggle they laid down their arms,
and surrenderedall their baggage, and a good
supply of military stores, which they had brought
with them for the use of Morales. Thus enriched,
we made. the best of our way back to Portobello,
and having delivered up the prisoners and spoil
to the President, received his thanks for the tri--
. fling service rendered at Ocummre,} - :

* Conceiving that, as 1o immediate operations
were likely to take place I might oceupy the
time which was otherwise likely to be spemt m
indolence, .in another attempt to prosecute the
claims ;in behalf of the late Mujor Beamish,: I
applied to his Excellency for the documents and:
assistance he bad promised me. These, he ' told
me, would not be of the least service’; as from
communications he had received from the leading
maenibers of the Congress, in reply t6 letters he

" % This has beea particularly ubfortuinate as a landing-place
for the reinforcements sent out by the court of Spain, Not
less than five bodies of troops have fallen into the hands of the
Republicans there, at different times. One instance occurred
after that justrelated, in which they were all killed or taken
prisoners, to-the amount of 500. ,
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;bad-written. them on.the subject,"hé found:.that

they were resolved not to. alter their former deter:

mination, and (Would not listen to any further-
.. application on the subj ect)

My constitution was.now so. consrderably im-
pmred by the harassing nature of -the serviee and
the effects of the climate, together with- some
hurts which Thad received, that feeling there was *
not -sufficient encouragement held out to me to
stay longer in the country, I respectfully stated
to the President my determination of quitting tlie
service altogether,i His Exeellency expressed
great regret.at the conduct of the Congress, -and
acknowleged the injustice of it, but would nob
listen to my leaving the service; however, aslwas
not inclined to alter the intention I'had expressed,
he gave me a flattering certificate’ of-my-conduet

,while in command, and permission .to- retire: ‘ta .

'Margarita, or any other place I'might chuse, til}
‘my health was perfectly re-established; and should
.1 not feel inclined to join the serviee again, aftera
mature consideration, he assured me:that, as soer

".as- the. affairs of the country would permit, my

own claims should’ be perfectly: satisfied. 1T be-
lieve these assurances would have been fulfilled if
the government had been in a situation to pay off
the demands upon it; but unfortunately this has'
net been the case, and as yet ne settlementha:
been made.
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H I now took ‘a faréwell of the army, and went tof
Marganta where I was received by General Aris-
mendéz ‘with his usual kindness)and cordiality.
I stayed there about three weeks, and then went
to Maracaibo, ‘where 1 understood thére were two
vessels ready to sail for:Liverpool; but finding
that they had left that port for the island of
Curagoa, which is about five days’ sail from it,
I took my passage on board -a small, but fast-
sailing schooner, for the island; but the day
-after we had crossed the bar, we unluckily fell in
with a large ‘Spanish privateer, which at once
gave us chace. We had not the slightest means
of defence, the schooner being without any kind
of ‘arms, so that our only chance was our supe-
riority of sailing, which' eventually enabled us to
leave the enemy far behind, after-a chace of-about
thirty hours, during which they had ﬁred several
shots at us without effect.: -

Being subsequently driven out of our course
by contrary winds, we were ‘detained till after the
vessels had sailed, and I had therefore no alterna-
tive but that of going back again to' Margarita,
which I did; and {Soon after ‘a brig bound for .
England touched there, on board of which I took :
my passage. While on the island an English -lady,- '
whose husband had died in the Republican ser- '
vice, was placed under my protection, during the?
voyage homg) by a relation who was unable to
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accompany her himself. Having secured berths
for myself and. fair companion, I went on board,
first taking another farewell of the worthy old
General Arismendez,. and in the course of the
evening sailed. The same kind of adverse for-
tune attended me in this instance, as ‘had dis-
played itself in many others during the period of
my service under. the Republic. (ﬁout eight or
ten days after we had:left Margarita, while going,
with. a fair wind, .through the windward passage,.
the brig struck with a heavy shock, about 10 ». M.
on a sunken reef of one of the Bahamé@ termed
South : Crooked Island. This happened, I be-
lieve, solely through the combination of obstinacy
and ignorance which characteriséd. the - master.
He had tyielded to- some remonstrances offered to
him some time before the accident occurred, as to
the impropriety of carrying a press of sail under
such circumstances; but the passengers having
left the deck and retired for the night, he again
set all that had been before taken. in, and as I
afterwards understood (for I was in my hammock
at the time) the wessel was going at. the rate of
‘eleven ‘knots, and the force of her canvass drove
her completely over one reef, at the same time
carrying away her fore foot and keel, and pltched
her completely against another.

About this time.I reached the deck, and found
. :the scene anything but pleasant. The fore-top-
" voL. 1L | R
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mast was gone over the side, and the meaim-top«
gallant-mast soon went after it, the rudder 'had‘)
been unshipped, and being still hung by the !
chains, was beating against the stern of the vessel .
with great violence; in short, all was in the ut- .
most confusion. Thée master stood completely |
unnerved and in silent despair; and the crew, !
breaking .into the greatest msubordmatmn) were
eagerly seeking the means of ensuring their own
safety alone, leaving passengers, ship, eargo, and
everything else, to slnft for themselves and take
their chance.

¥ could plainly perceive, that unless somethmg
was effected by dint of . perseverance, that we
should be left behind, and in the situation we
were in there could be no hope of escaping. Con-
sulting, ' therefore, for a moment with the only
male passénger on ‘board, besides myself, I de+
termimed to interfere, conceiving that I was bound
by the charge I then had to do so. We endea-
voured to bring the master to his recollection,
and, with the aid of our fair friend, who displayed
the most admirable presence of mirnd and con-
- tempt of danger, succeeded in calming him. He
let go an anchor, bent to a chain cable, and thus
brought the brig up in a narrow channel between
two coral reefs. Here we could have cleared the,
wreck, and by waiting for the next tide we might
have got the vessel out, and taken her to some
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place where she might have been repaired, if the
‘crew would have exerted themselves ; but, instead
of making a single attempt, after letting go the
anchor, they(v;r-ent. below .to the spirits, to drown
}their apprehensions in grog. The captain too,
i soon left us in the lurch. He had, with the help
' of the two apprentices, got out the jolly boat, with
‘a view, a8 he said, to ascertajn by soundings, if
there was a prospect of getting the vessel out at
-once, which, he professed to imagine could be done,
‘but to our additional cotnfort, we saw him pull
"away with all his strength, and finally disappear,)
Thus abandoned, and finding that no depen-
dence could be placed upon the mate, my fellow
passenger and self began to use every means
in our power to save our lives, and that of the
lady. In these we were aided by the latter, who,
when we took our pfstols, with a fixed deter-
mination of using them if other means failed, in-
sisted upon having one, and would, I have no
doubt, have used it gallantly had it been required.
'We went down to the crew, and expostulated with
.them on the weakness of their conduct, and with
'some difficulty prevailed upon four of them to
.exert themselvés. The others were too much in-
" toxicated, and we left them to their fate. We
now hoisted out the long boat, and prepared to
- get in‘it; but here my female friend, whose cou-
rage never yielded in the most trying part of our
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situation, became suddenly ove'rpowereﬁ) perhaps- —
by the emotion she felt on the prospect-of deli-
verance, (and as she was stepping into the beat,
fainted and fell overboard. Myself, and two of }
the sailors swam after her and succeeded in susii
taining her above water, in the hope of reaching.?
the boat, which was not an easy matter, because |
of the surf which was heaving and beating us’
against the rocks. While we were making théj'
attempt, the boat was upset, and my fellow passen-}
ger drowned, while the two sailors in her escaped
by swimming ashore. Our chance of escape was
now reduced to a very slender one indeed, as the
distance to the shore was two miles through a
continuation of breakers. The tide was luckily
part receding, which left certain portions -of the,
reefs above water, and on them we occasionally
rested, after swimming a short distance. The
sailors left me and the lady beforementioned, in
order to get the long boat, but as there appeared
but little prospect of their success, I made the
best of my way without them, and at length
reached the shore, with my almost lifeless burthen,
in safety, thoroughly exhausted. The men haying
regained the boat, we returned to the brig and
procured some sails, with which I erected a kind
of tent for my companion, and then, after a little
rest, commenced operations upon the wreck by en-_
. deavouring to save as much of the cargo as pos-
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:sible. During the first night and day, with the aid
of the four men, I contmuedto get a great deal of in-
digo, cochineal, and a considerable number of hides
- on shore, but then the men refused to work any
longer, thinking we should be all starved to death,

/That part of the island. upon which we landed
was perfectly sterile. There was not a habitation
; within twenty miles, and it afforded not the least
'x food of any kind, save some shell fish on "the
;shore, and as the brig had, by.continual beating,
,made a quantity of water, the bread was reduced
to a mere paste, and everything below was
lafloat. They therefore wanted to take the boat,
jand endeavour to procure some assistance; but
fearing that I might be left, as in the instance of
the master, I determined to hazard anything rather
than part with it. They then changed their plan,
and went across the island on foot, and I never
afterwards saw them. All my attempts, subse-
‘quently to getting on shore,-to rouse the mate and
‘his companion from their state of inebriety, were
abortive ; they continued to drink till they were
-overpowered, -and then slept, and then drank, and
slept by turns, till the brig went to pieces, when
bhey were lost.}

-‘Having renewed my exertions, I got some more
/hldes, &e. on shore, and finally, saved all within
"about' ten or twelve scroons of the indigo. The
remainder of the cargp, being fustic, which was

PR
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heavy, and at the bottom of the hold, I could not
save any part of it, and on the third night the
vessel went to pieces. The ninth day a magis-
trate, who lived at a place called Bird Rock,
with the captain and a party of negroes, arrived,.
to save what they could of the cargo, but they
were too late; all that could have been done was.
effected, and I was not willing to give up the ,
claim I had upon the property in favour of a man
who had acted so improperly. I therefore in-
sisted upon its being given up to the magistrate,
till the decision of the Chamber of Commerce of
the Bahamas should be known concerning it.)
/Nothing therefore remained to he dane, but to

remove it to Bird Rock, for which purpose the
magistrate agreed to furnish boats and negroes,
and to give me receipts for every boat-load as
it was delivered. I therefore remained till the
whole was taken away, and my companion, who
was very unwell and incapable of walking, was
obliged to stay till some conveyance could be
procured, which they promised to get very soon,
but did not return till near a fortnight afterwards.
This, as I afterwards found, was owing to a ma-
nceuvre of the captain’s, who thought to weary me
out by keeping me so long there, and thus induce
me to leave the property; but having some idea of
the cause, I preferred staying. They came at last,
and I gladly left the desolate shore, after remaining
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there above three weeks. 1 was summoned to
New Providence to give evidence concerning the
wreck, and as this would necessarily delay me
some time, the lady who was with me preferred
' :embracmg an opportumty which offered of re-
/ turning to England, in a schooner, on board of
which I placed her before I left Bird Rock)

The last of the boats employed in carrying the
property (which, with other things, contained my
chest, &c. and the apparel of the lady) being
wrecked, I was again without a change, and was
thus obligéd to proceed on my intended voyage.

-'Having) i in_conformity with the summons I had
received, - glven my evidence, the property was
ordered to be sold for the benefit of the under-
writers, and saivage was, Without hesitation, al-
lowed me, which was afterwards paid in London.
I then seized the first chance of sailing for Eng-
land, and ultimately landed at Liverpool) not sorry
that the period of my service with the Republic
of Colombia was at length completely termi-
nated."







APPENDIX.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
ON THE

REPUBLICS OF SOUTH AMERICA.

THE present existence of the States of South America,
which have risen from the ruins of the monarchies of Spain
and Portugal, has originated less in moral than in physical
causes. 'The source of the Revolution cannot be supposed
to have been that light of understanding produced by civi-
lization, that intellectual wisdom which is the result of a
high state of cultivation, dr that noble desire of freedom
which nature is supposed to have implanted in the minds of
all men. Had it emanated from any one of these, it would
have been effected many years before it was attempted, and
would not have met that opposition in its progress which it
so frequently and injuriously experienced, from all classes
of the natives in turn. Neither did it arise-from one
general and universal wish to-throw off their fetters. It has
been satisfactorily proved, that the commencement of the
Revolution took place only under the auspices of a few, who
happened about that time to have suffered more than usual
from the cruelty and rapacity of the Spaniards; and these
very people (the inhabitants of Caraccas) who primarily.
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manifested the desire of casting away the yoke under which
they had so long bowed, were the first to return to the cause
of the Royalists, to meanty sue for pardon, and to leave those
who had been their leaders to meet their fate from the
hands of a treacherous ememy. Nor was this instance,
afforded by the people of Caraccas, the only one; unhap-
pily, many other districts and provinces gave the same
melancholy evidence, that their opposition to the dominion
of the mother country was merely offered in order to get their
temporary grievances redressed, and not to complete the per-
marnent establishment of their liberty. Indeed it is but too
probable, that nine-tenths of the Creole population did not
understand the term, and had not an idea or hope beyond
that of living in a state of filth and indolence»unmolested',.
* which they were prevented from doing by the contributions
that were alternately levied on them by both sides.
That the people, generally speaking, were averse to any
new form of government, wes sufficiently shewn by the cir-
cuustance of their having frequently, during the course of
the war, petitioned the Spanish authorities to pardon them
for having joined the Independent standard, and to permit
them to return to their * own government,” as they ever
termed the tyranny that was exercised over them. Imme-
diate personal -convenience, indeed, was always their pri-
mary considerdtion; aid to save themselves any kind of
unpleasantness, they were Roynlists and Insurgents alter-
nately, just as either party obtsined the ascendancy, or
their forces approached the districts which they inhabitod.
If the adwministrators of corrupt and oppressive despotisms
could but be induced to think 80, the history of every revo-
lation goes far to prove that specwlative opinions do little
to promote them, except i direct connexion with practical

——
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grievances. A sort.of salutary vis inertie forms.one of the
primary elements of the sodial state; and it seldom yields
to mere theory, or even.to convietion :prodwoed by a higher
order of experience, unless the understanding of the mass
of the community be goaded by some undeniable evidenves
into a perception of the necessity or utility .of the meditated
change. If there be any exception to this general truth, it
must be sought for rather in the restlessness of over-active
intellect, than in the sleepy apathy, sensual enjoyment, and
superstitious ignorance of the inhabitants of the former
Spenish colonies of Somth America. In- Colombia, for
instance, for a period of three hundred years, the iron hand
of despotism had, in league with the most interested priest-
eraft, cast a mantle of intellectual might over the whole
population; and all approach to mental improvement was
completely cat off by the invidious policy exercised over
them. Everything which tended to the development of
superior faculties, was systematically precluded; and in
the sequel the people were unquestionably reduced to
nearly the lowest. degree in the .seale of civilization. -
Happily, however, there is no reducing human nature
to an utter insensibility to physical evils and unrelenting
oppression; and to free themselves from -the unlimited sa-
erifices of life and property which were daily demanded of
them, the unhappy suffesers were ultimately goaded:to make
some efforts. But even when, .by a ‘greater intevcourse
with the people of other nations, they were in some measure
compelled to open their eyes to the blessings.of liberty, their
former protracted sabmission to a state of perfect slavery
had fixed in their minds inveterate habits and opinions,
which can only be expected to yield to the gradual opera-
tion of time and education. A thorough change of condi-
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tion cannot reasonably be. expected at once; it will, nay
must, take a long series of years to do away with sentiments
and propensities so involuntarily cherished; and it may with
propriety be questioned if; in the present generation, they
can be banished at all.

. In short, however surprising it may appear, there are
many, perbhaps a majority, now.in the republic of Colombia
(which more immediately comes into consideration in this
place than any other), who would hail with gladness the re-
-establishment of the Spanish Vice-royalties, and who would
enthusiastically fly to. the Royalist standard if it were once
reared in their vicinity. Education will undoubtedly effect
‘much with such. a people; but it will produce little change
upon any hut the rising generation. The adults are too
.indolent and too bigoted to submit to anything which would
either tend to their own intellectual improvement, or .the
advancement of knowledge generally. The next age, if the
government be enabled to extend its views as regards the
moral improvement of the:country, may possibly be one of
comparatively enlightened principles, and capable of gain-
ing ground upon other nations;. but under all circumstances,
the progress will be slow. The existing population are:a
most wavering, fickle, and capricious race, who are never
decided on any point; but always unsettled, unsteady, and
dissatisfied. Weakness and discontent are the prominent
features in the national character; and these, combined with
pride, indolence, and a great disregard of all intellectual,
-pursuits, rendeg them by no means an easy people to manage
or enlighten. The influence of tyranny and menkish
superstition, which has been so powerful in: Colombia, has,
in the first place, entirely vitiated their sense of morality,
and subjected them to the dominion of errors and vices,
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which cannot bé materially assailed until the institutions now
happily rising-in the New World, under all its social dis-
advantages, are in active operation, By these, and by the
wise and temperate regulations of a firm, vigorous, -and pa-
triotic administration, alone, can a healthy pereeption’of the
genuine distinction between right and wrong, be perma-
nently engrafted. The minds of such a people must be
made stronger by degrees, and accustomed to the cheering
spirit of liberty, without endangering their reason, which is
yet weak, by exposing them to an intoxicating parti¢ipation
of power. New laws, however good and justly founded, will
not be instantly respected by men who have been so sud-
denly transported from slavery to freedom, that they cannot
comprehend their end or utility, and may therefore consider
them hostile to their interests, as they certainly are to ‘their
enjoyments and opinions. These at present have their
sources in an immoral and unrestrained gratification of
appetites wholly of a sensual description, and in a state of
ignorance from which they will never spontaneously or
voluntarily emerge, although they may gradually be deli-
vered by the unceasing acquirement of new lights from
without, and the diffusion of education within. )

.- It therefore -becomes a great question, what form of
government is best calculated ‘to quicken and advance a
people so circumstanced; to promote the future political
interests and welfare of the country; and, at the same time, -
to give that satisfaction intermediately, which is essential to
a steady, progressive, and effective government. It is ob-
vious that opposing theorists will seek to solve this problem
conformably to their preceding convictions and principles ;
but taking into due consideration the actions, manners,
wants, and peculiar situation of the inhabitants of Colombia,
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all will agree that it should, upon every plan, possess'an
executive with so much independence, strength, and dig-
nity, as will prevent its condescending. to become the tool
of every party in tarn, or proving unable to emsure and
compel a due respect for the established laws. Perhaps
this latter power is the ‘only one on which the structure
of the liberty of such a state can firmly rest. To com-
bine this necessary strength with a due regard to the legis-
lative functions and to general liberty, is the great secret
of all free government, requiring a degree of knowledge
in the legislator, and of patriotism and principle in the
functionary, which are seldom to be found even in higher
cultivated countries than Colombia. Unfortunately for the
Republic, there. are few such men in it; each appears ste:
ing for the aggrandisement of himself or his patrons, the
resalt ‘of which is, that the country is everwhelmed with
different parties and factions; which are continually invelr«
ing it in disputes and broils. Hence has arisen the many
dissensions and the alarming discontent which have sprung'
up since the acquirement of its independence; and which
will, it is to be feared, either end in a military despotism,
or prove the source of numberless divisions, that may wuli-
mately subvert the government, and separate the mass of
people into clans, edch with its respective chief; thereby
subjeeting the eountry not only to military government, but
to such government in its most divided and odious form.

Power, therefore, must for some time to come be freely
entrusted somewhere, as also exclusive rights: to attemptan
unmixed democracy amongst a people who have so recently
been emancipated from the thraldom of despotism, and where
some portion of the inhabitants have been so very lately pur-
chased and sold openly as slaves, is impracticable. 'The bles-
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simgs of political and civil rights would be lost upon. those
who are not yet free fram the dominion of ignorance and
the effects of the superstition which the priesthood have so
forcibly impressed upon them; and by whom all that is Li-
beral, philosophical, and much that is rational, is either no¢
understood or held in derision. A pure system of egua~
lity for such a population is not only impracticable and
ridiculows, but, if effected, it would be highly dangerous.
To reduce men of talent, property, commercial influence;
and speculation, all which generally beget a degree of libe-
rality, and give opportunities for the acquirement of a
- knowledge of the laws and institutions which are adopted
with advantage in other eountries, and of the means. of
connecting principle with practice,—to reduce such men to
a. mere parity with the absolutely igmorant and newly
emancipated races, would be not only unjust and impolitic,
but eventually destructive to the Republic. The interests
of the merchant, in particular, are closely connected and
interwoven with those of the people, with the caunse of
freedom, and with the perfect establishment and consolida-
tion of a new order of things; and as, for their own benefit,
they would have these advantageous to the country, the
preservation of their ascendancy is  absolutely essential to
the establishment of good government in Colombia.

To all, in fact, who have taken the pains to become
-aoquainted with the circumstances of the Republic, it is
obvious that, in its present state, the links which cennect
property with foreign and national commerce, supply the
best, if not the only materials, for an intermediate chain,
that will hold the country to an improving and prosperous
career. - To deny, therefore, the holders of these links a very
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aseendant: share in. the legialatare, wonld.be to eonfor-the:

authority upon those who are most interested in; or wher
would be most benefited by, disorder and slavery—the: miki..
tary. or the priesthood, neither of whem are caleniated, fiom
previous habits and-pursuits, either conjointly or separately,:
to beneficially govern the country. If nat these, who must:
be invested with the power—the budk of the people? - These.
are not only ignorant. of the. nature of the duties they would
have to perform, but in Colombia, owing to the opinioms'
they have imbibed, the uneontrolled passions ia which they:
indulge (which are proverbially gross and violent) and their
eagerness for self-aggrandisement,.the last persens in the
universe in whose hands the least power ought ¢o be trnsted.
Having everything.to gain, and nothing tolose, a state of
anarchy .and .confusion, by which .they could: enrich them-:
gelves, wounld be preferable in their eyes to regularity and.
system, that would merely ensure them a gradual benefit:in.
common with others. The country would always be bur-
thened with insupportable demands, and plunged into strug-
gles and disorder that would be interminahle, or termina-
ble only.by successful attacks from foreign. powers, who
would by its inward dissensions, be induced to atw-pt
its subjugation. It would indeed, -in all probability, be
once more doamed - to its ancient ignorance and opprellln
beneath the yoke of the mother country.

. Whatever may be, thought of this ressoning as uplh
any probable course of action, it is certain that the acsire~

ment of influence, and of progressive weight in the Legiala-

ture, on the part of the better-informed commercial class, and:

of the most educated civilians, ;will alone enable .Colembia:.

ta find repose under a system of. government similar to thas'

’
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" of Nor¢h America. Of all others, a federal union of that

deseription would be most adapted to insure a permanent
eijoyment of the blessings of freedom, and to-:cement the
bond of mutual obligation and of religious faith and toles
ration in Colombia. Although, except as to the grand
divisions of the two previous Vice-royalties of New Grenads
and Venesuela, the vast territory of Colombia has never
been parcelled out into separate states like those of the
North, the territory is by nature subdivided into very
distinct communities, with interests sufficiently importang
for local state governments. = Whether they could
supply materials for divisional assemblies is, indeed, very
diepwishle ; and .the .means by which such local anthorities
could -be held in due subjection to a General Congress, is
.still more doubtful ; but, if possible, the federal scheme would
be a great improvement upon the existing one, as it would
tend more directly to the diffesion of political talent and
capability, and to:dissipate, rather than to concentrate .that
spirit of intrigue and of personal aggrandisement, which is
the grand seeial disease of South-America. This, however,
by:the way: whether federally or otherwise .constituted,
Coloambia has no.chance for the attaimment of a similar state
of freedom and prosperity o that .enjoyed by the United
Seates, but 2s.a republic. Should the government be-
come monarchical, whatever forms may be retained, it will
in faet be despotie and military. However paramount the
infiluemee- of .him who would most likely wield the sceptre
in the first place, his ambition would be encountered by too
many rival individuals and parties, to allow the maintenance
of his royalty by any other means than the sword. The
shawe of power which is thereby acquired, and for years
VOL. II. s
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maintained, is seldom voluntarily given up agaim; and
although the form of a Chamber or Chambers might be
preserved, .a8 in France under Napoleon, the throne would
esgentially rest on a military basis; and whatever rests
principally upon such a foundation, however the real state
of the case may, be temporarily. palliated and disguised,
must, from the nature of things, be virtually despotic..
There also exists anether and very forcible reason for
the . avoidance of regal .government in these unsettled
countries, which consists in its comparative expense. For
a long time to come at least, nothing like a royal establish-
ment, with its necessary patronage, revenue, and state,
could be supported by populations, whose immediate re-
sources are so limited, and the development of whose agri-
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing capabilities has
scarcely commenced. It must be obvious to politicians of
every class, that ancient monarchies have generally been
found stable in proportion to.their means of diffusion, and
too frequently of profusion; and the experience of every
day proves, that the power of the crown can be no other~
wise supported in its. pretensions .to absolute, indefeasible
right, as the sole fountain - of executive anthority ; or éven
when, admitting a constitution of balances, to the possession
of .a veto in the legislature. 'This is so true, that. we every
day hear of.the most obvious waste and diversion of the na~
tional income defended on this express ground. Now whatis
necessary to prop up ancient and acknowledged power, that
has grown up in accordance with the habits, ideas, and
prejudices of a people, will be doubly necessary in-did of a
new sovereignty, which not only would have nothing ef
this sort to rely upon, but everything the reverse to en-
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eounter;" independently of the rivalry of individuals of- cor-
respondent pretensions, who, if to be satisfied at all, are
only to be quieted upon some scheme which will gratify their
ambition,. their avarice, or botli. Napoleon Buonaparte was
a great man, but the moment he erected himself into a sove-
reign and hereditary ruler, marshals’ batons and dukedoms
began to multiply. Foreign conquests enabled him to act
this part without internal injury to the people of France;
but it misy be doubted if he could have been quite so profuse,
had the funds been altogether domestic. The new govern-
ments of South Ameriea have nothing either in present pos-

session, or of probable aoquirement, to bear the expense of -

this sort of support, without which, as already’ stated,
monarchy, whether nommally limited or -absolute, " is
powerless.

But while, for these and various other reasons winch
might be specified, it is obvious that monarchy is but little
adapted for Colombia, it is equally so that many of the
elements are wanting for that sort of moderate, lmnted,
and democratic exécutive which administers the affairs ‘of
the United States with so much general efficacy and wis-
dom. An executive, to be enabled to advance the political
growth of republies of . Spanish origin, the population of
which' consists of different races, some of them semi-barba-
rous, and all of them extremely ignorant, must be more
powerful than' that of North- America. Hinc ¢tlle lachryme !
A very powarful 'President is so closely on the verge of
royalty; nothing but great patriotism and self-denidl on his
own part; and extraordinary public virtue in other quarters,
can prevent him from crossing the boundary. While this
sort of virtue is at all times very rare, nothing is more



260 APPENDIX,

common thau for a naturally. aspiring, . mind. to be gnaded
into lofty aequirement by a powerful party, whe-thinks that
it will profit by his advancement. : The result of such snd :
similer movements are in fact, ‘at this moment, under dntici=
pation. It is quite manifest that, with certain, powerfuk
parties in Colombia, a monarehieal government would be
the favourite one, provided the crewn fell into .the grasp .
of the celebrated individual who has been their choice for
many years. This faction is powerful both in numefical .
and political strength; and although it has hitherto con-
. fined its efforts te indirect worhngs upon the minds of . the..
people, it.is not unlikely that every nerve will soon be .
strained in an. open struggle for the attainntent of the
desired object. A mnational convention is abput to meet, .
for an ultimate settlement of the government, when there
is ‘every reason to believe that some ‘medification of the.
nature specified will be hazarded. . On the other hand, it'is
‘quite as.evident that there are nimerous interests and.indi~
viduals, who, however opposed to each other, .are equally
determined both against: nionarchy and the intended mo-
narch. - Many of these not merely command treops,. but
troops who are devoted partisans and followers. Will they -
remain collectively strong enough.to prevent the transfor-;
mation of a President into a King? That forms the lesdifg,
part of the great question; but another remaiis. behind, of
scarcely less impoitance. If strong enough to maintain the:
name of Republic, will they pgree-as to.the-kind of one it
shall be? This is much to be douhted and hence, gccord-
ing. to all present appearances, .the. ton probeble fate of;..
Colombia... A military menarchy . affecting ‘a balanos .of
powers, but aetually.despotic;. or the mére namé of .a.
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Republic,” changing masters from'time- to -time, after the:
mannbr of ‘the most: turbulent demiocracies ‘ of - ancient’
Grééee,~these appear to be' the altetnatives.* It is sesrcely
necessary to add, that if sueh « state of things did not-irtvite:
—nay demand—foreign' interference of a more general de-
scription, the mother country would not for ever remain
insensible to the value of such an opportunity to' recover.
her ascendancy; and after years of struggle and sacrifice,
these important countries might once more acknowledge the
dominion of Spain. Her hopes in regard to the recovery of
Mexico are apparent, from the pending expedition under
Admiral La Borde; and although Colombia, as the preced-
ing narrative will shew, is a less inviting field for reno-
vated action, a lengthened state of disorder may ultimately
make it so, and for centuries seal the fate of this important
portion of the Transatlantic world.

The above had been transmitted to the press, when the
Address of Bolivar to the Convention of Colombia reached
England. Its contents are not of a nature to induce the
author to modify any portion of his previous statement. In
the necessity of a stronger executive, he agrees with the
President’s Address. The settlement of a due distribution
of forces between the legislative and the executive func-
tions 'is equally desirable. Bolivar is also both eloquent
and veracious with regard to the anarchy and disorder
which prevail in Colombia; but there is little or nothing
definite in his recommendation. ¢ Give us,” he observes,
“ a government under which the laws shall be obeyed, the
magistrate respected, and the people free.” I this a peri-
phrasis for limited monarchy? The question will soon be
" resolved. In the mean time, this document affords so timely
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a commentary upon much of the incidént and conduct
described in the preceding pages, and forms so fair an
illustration of many of the opinigns therein hazarded, it has
been thought proper, at the expense of a few pages of
letter-press, to append it to the volume.

June 18, 1828,

B



ADDRESS OF BOLIVAR
T0 Tl;l

CONVENTION OF COLOMBIA.

To the Representatives of the People in
National Convention.

- Ferrow CirizENs,

I congratulate you on the honour you have deserved at
the hands of the nation, which has confided to you its high
destinies. In representing the legitimate interests of
Colombia, you are invested with powers the most sublime.
. T also have the greatest happiness in restoring to you the
authority which had been placed in my wearied hands;
to those who possess the affections of the people belong
the attributes of sovereignty—the rights of supremacy—as
delegates of the emnipotent august power, whose subject
and soldier Iam. To what higher power could I resign the
baton of President, and the sword of General? Dispose
freely of these symbols of authority and glory for the
benefit of the common cause, without regard to personal
considerations, which you mlght find an impediment to a
perfect reform.
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Called on by my duties to exhihit to you: the situation
of the Republic, I shall have the pain of presenting you
the picture of its afflictions. Do not imagine that the
colours I make use of derive a glow from exaggeration,
nor that I have sought for them in the gloomy mansion of
mystery; they eorrectly reflect the glare of public scandal,
nor can the picture, in the abstract, appear to you incor-
rect. If it were so, would Colombia have called you -
together?

The evils of the country have begun to subside from
the moment that her deputies prepare for the investigation
of them. Your task is, indeed, as™difficult as it is glorious;
and, -although the difficulties have somewhat diminished by
the -good fortune of finding Colombia united and obedient
to your decision, I must tell you that we are. indebted for
this inestimable advantage solely to the hopes reposed in
- the Convention—hopes which evince the national confi-
dence and the weight you have to sustain. -

To discover the causes of our decline, it will be suffi<
cient to cast a glance over our history. Colombia, which
was able to raise herself into existence, is now feeble and
declining. Identified before with the public good, she no
longer concexves her duty as the only rule of safety. - The
same men who, during the struggle, were contented in
their poverty, and who did not owe three millions (doliars)
to foreigners, have, in order to maintain peaee, - had to Joad
themselves with debts shameful in their comsequences:
Colombia, who, in face of the hosts of oppressors, breathes
only ‘refined honour and virtue, endures with apparent
insensibility the national discredit. . Colombia, who only
thought on painful sacrifices, on eminent services, is now
occupied. solely with its rights, while it entirely neglects



APPENDIX. 285

iw duties. ~ The nation would have peridhed, if 'a remnant
of public spirit had not impelled: it-to call for the remedy,
and resoued ‘it o the-brink of ‘the grave. . A horrible peril
~ would aloné have made us think on the alteration of the
fandamental laws ; this perit alone was capable of making
itsslf. superior to our devotion to legitimate institations of
our.own creation, the prinmpbs of which had - procnred for
us the desired emancipation.

I would' add nothing to_ this: fatal picture, if the post I
deenpy did not compel me to.expose ta the nation the prac-
tiral ill consequences of ‘its laws. I know that I cannot do
this without exposing myself to similar interpretations, and
that mry words will be construed into’ambitious ideas; but
I, who have not refiised to devote to Colombia my existence
and reputation, conceive myself bound to make this last
- I must eenfess it; our form of Goevernment is essen~
tially defective. Without considering that we are only just
entered into political existence; we' have allowed ourselves
10 be hallueinated by aspiring theories, superior even to
these which the history of all ages has proved'to be incom-
patible with human nature. ‘At other times we have erred
inithe means, and ascribed the failure to not having.kept
sufficiently. close to the deceitful guide who was leading
‘us astray, regardless’ of those who were desirous.of-fols
lowing ‘the natural order of .things, and of - comparing
with each other the different parts of: our constitation,
and ‘the’ whole with our education, customs, and ‘inexpe-
riénce, in order that we might not plunge irto a troubled
. ©Our respective powers are mot distributed as required
bysoeial order and the -good of the titizens. We have
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made of the legislative the only sovereign body; whereas
it should merely be a member of this sovereign. - We
have subjected it to the executive, and we have given
¢0.it a.much greater part in the gememl administemion
than what ‘our true interest permits. As the climax of
error, all the strength has been placed in the will, and
all the weakness in the movement and action of the soenl
body.
- - The right of presenting projects of laws has been left
aolnswely to the. legislative, which, from -its nature, is
far from .being.able to know the realsNeofﬂxeGovem-
ment, and is prrely theoretic.

The power of objecting to the laws en_;oyed by the ex-
ecutive, is so much the more inefficacious, as the delicacy
of Congress is offended by contradiction. The latter may
carry its point even with the support. of one-fifth, or less
than one-fifth part of its membeu, which leave no means
of avoiding the evil.

The free ingress of the Sec::emnes of Smtemtoﬂne
Chambers, to explain the motives of the Government, being
prohibited, - there is not even left the adoption of this mea«
sure, for the purpose of enlightening the legislature on. the
motives. of the. rejection of amy of its resolutions. Much
evil might have been avoided by allowing a certain lapse of
time, :or a proportionate number. of votes, eonsiderably
greater than what is at present required, before giving
validity to the laws ebjected to. by the executive. e

Let it be observed, that our code of laws, already too
volumirious, instead of comtributing to.our felicity, presants
obstacles to its progress. Our laws appear to have heen
formed at randoms they are defective in union, in method,
in classification, and in legal idiom. They are at varianee.
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with each other, replete with confusion, often superfluous,

and even opposed to the ends they are intended to pro-

mote. Examples are not wanting -of its having become

indispensable to restrain, by rigorous measures, destruc-

tive and widely spreading evils; and the law, made in een-

sequence, has proved even less effective than the old ones, .
by indirectly protecting the vices which it was wished to

check.

In our endeavours to reach perfectipn, we adopt, as a
basis of representation, a scale as yet unsuited to our capa-
city. By the prodigal dispensation of this august function,
it is become degraded, and it has even appeared, in some
provinces, that, to represent the people is an object of in-
difference, and even one of dubious honour. Thus has
originated, in a degree, the discredit into which the laws
have fallen; and with the laws in contempt, what good
.can be expected from them? )

The executive of Colombia is not.on an ethty w:tlx
the legislative; neither is it the head of -the judicial power.;
it is reduced to an impotent instrument of. the supreme
power, in which it does not participate in the degree it
ought to do; seeing that Congress encroaches on its na-
tural functions in the admimistration of judicial, eoclesias-
tical, and military affairs. The Government, which ought
to be the source and impulse of the public force, has to seek
- it out of the limits of its own resources, and to look for
support to others which ought to be subjected to itself. It
is an essential characteristic of Government to be the centre
and, depository of strength, without possessing the power to
call it into action. Having been deprived of its natural
functions, it sinks into a lethargy which becomes fatal to

'
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the -citizens, and wliiek enmla tHe dow*nfall of tts msﬁtu-

tion. ¢ e e
“'The vices of the Consﬁmﬁon, with ‘refereice to" the

executive, do not end heré.”. Equilly prejudicial as- the
above, -is: the want of redponsrbiﬁty of the Secretariés of -
State. Al responsibility resting ¢n the chief of the adfi-
nistration exclusively, the effeet of ‘it is destroyed, without
duly consulting the harmony of the system in its consti-
tuent parts; whilé the guarantees for thé observance of the
laws are also dininished. In-the execution of these there
mmust be more zeal, when, t0 the moral respo‘nﬁblhty of
ministers, is added that imposed by their office. There
will then be a more powerful stiinulus to the advanéement
of the public good. The punishment which might'be un-
. fortunately incurred, would not -be the cause of greater
evils, of considerable tumults, or the origin of revolutions.
Responsibility in the individual who is the people’s choice
will-always be illusory, if he do not voluntarily submit
thereto, or unless, which is very improbable, he should not
possess the means of rendering himself superior to the laws.
On the other hand, this respomsibility'can never be made
effective, if the cases are undefined in which 1t is incurred,
and the penalty is not specified. '

* Al observe with astonishment the anomaly of the situa-
tion' of the executive, iiivested with a redundancy of | pOWer
conjdintly with extreme weakneis. It was found unable
to repel foreign invasion, or to repress the acts of sedition,
unless strengthened ‘with dictatorial power. The consti-
tutiom itself, sensible of its own: omission, has gone beyend
itself by the profusion withi which it grants powers (to the
exécative in certain cases) which it had economized with -
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jealousy; so that the :Goverument of Golombia is. either
-a miserable source of good, or a destroying torrent.. .

When has- the faculty of judging been omrried, to such
a height in any nation as in Colombia? ;

Considering the mode in which are - consb.mted tbo
powers of the respective branches of our Government, may.
it not .be said that the functions of the body politic of -a
nation are.reduced to the expression of its will, and to the
" execution of it? A third superior agent (the judicial power)
was added, as if the faculty of. deciding the laws in partis
‘cular cases were not the principal function of the execns
tive. -In order that it might not unduly influence .the
authorities charged with the interpretation of them, these
authorities have been, rendered quite sepatate from. it,
whereas, in their nature they form an integral part of. the
executive; and, notwithstanding the latter power. was
-charged with the duty of constant vigilance over the prompt:
and complete administration -of justige, this. charge was
confided to it without providing it with means of ascer- -
taining the occasions on which its intervention might be
proper, or declaring the limits of the exercise of such
power. Even in the faculty of selecting among propex
v pérsohs, the power of the executive has been limited.

‘Not content' with this extravagance, we have given,
by subsequent laws, to the civil tribunals, an absolute su-
premacy in military trials, in opposition .to, the uniform
practice of ages, derogatory to the authority which the
Counstitution gives to the President, and destructive of dis-_
cipline, which is the basis of a regular army. Subsequent
laws, in the judicial part, have only had the, effect of ex-
tending the right of judging to a point which it never
ought to have reached. In consequence of the law .on
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judicinl proceedings, law-suits are become ecomplicated.
Everywhere are established new courts of judicature and
tribunals of cantons, “for the suppression of which the
miserable inhabitants, who quarrel and make sacrifices for
the benefit of the jadges, are become clamorous. Repeatedly
have superior courts, eomposed almost entirely of incom-
petent persons, decided on the good or bad application of
.the law. The executive has received most distressing
complaints of -the venality and injustice of the judges, and
has “had ne power to punish them; it has seen the public
treasury become the victim of the ignorance and knavery
of the tribunals, without having had it i its power to
apply the remedy.

' The accumulation of the duties of all the branches cf
the administration in the hands of the agents of the exe-
cutive in the several departments, augments their weak-
ness, because the intendants, chiefs of civil order amd
domestic security, have confided to them the administration
of ‘the national revenue, which charge requires many indi-
viduals, if only to prevent its deterioration. Notwith-
standing this accumulation of duties may appear expedient;
is-it not 8o, except as regards the military authority, which,
in the maritime departments, ought to be linked with the
eivil, and the latter relieved from duties connected with the
revenue, to the end that each of these branches may pers
form its duty to the public and to the Government in g
satisfactory manner. :

The municipalities, which might be useful us councils
to the governors of provinces, have scarcely fulfilled their
real functions. Some of them have dared to take on them-
selves the sovereignty which belongs to the nation. Others
have fomented sedition, and almost all the new ones 'have
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rather . exasperated public feeling than promoted plenty,
improvement, and salubrity, in their respective mumici-
palities. Such cerporations are not bemeficial to the object
for which they were intended. They arg become odious,
from the taxes (municipal) they collect, from the trouble
they give to the parties who -compose them, and because,
in many places, there is.not even a possibility of replacing’
those individuals. 'What renders them peculiarly . preju~
dicial, is the obligation imposed by them on the-citizens,
of taking on them an annual magistracy, in which they
consume their time and property, often expesing. them-
selves -to responsibility, and even committing their honour.
The voluntary exile of various individuals from their
native homes, to escape the appointment of these vexa~:
tious effices, is no rare occurrence; and, if I must declare
what is the prevalent opinion, there would be no decree
more popular than the one which shouhl reduce muni-

cipalities.
- 'TFhere being no- law of general poliee, - even the shadow
of it-does not.exist. Hence it results, that the state is &
mass of cenfusion, or, I would rather say, a mystery for the
subordinate agents of the executive, who are thrown: into
relation with all the individuals of the state, who -are not
manageable without an adtive and efficient polioce, ‘which
may place -each citizen. in immediate connexion with -the
agents of the Government. .From this . cause result varicus
obstacles to the -intendants.in carrying into execution the
laws and ordinances- in:the respective branches dependent
on them. -

- Becurity and repose, the chief objects of thewmhes of
the citizens, being destroyed, it has been impossible for-
agriculture to maintaid itself, even in the deplorable state
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in.which it was before. Its ruin. has accelerated that of
other.kinds of industry, demoralized the cottage, and. dipi«
nished the means of prosperity; all has.sink inte the
misery of desdlatign, and in some casitans the citizens have
resumed their primitive independence, because, baving.lost
all meens of enjoyment, nothing binds them to society,
and.they are even comverted.into its enemies. . Foreign
cempmerce has suffered equally with that of the interior;- L
might even say, that it scarcely exists on a.sufficient scale
to procure to us.-the objects of. indispensable . necessity,
moze, particularly so, as the frauds favoured by the laws sud.
the judges, in conjunction with numerous.failures, have.
destroyed all confidence among: the members of a. profesr |
sion, which is alope founded in credit and geod faith,
And. what commerce can. exist withont bartex and, without
Que army . was -the wmodel. of that . of, America ‘and. the:

glory of liberty; its obedience to the Law, to the Migis-

tratg, and to the General, appeared to helong to the heroic

pexiogs of Republican virtue. It covered.itself. with . its
arms, for want of .uniforms—perishing. for , want, . it. swb=
sisted _itself on the spoils of the enemy—and, void of.
ambition, it breathed only lave of country. . Such generaps.
virtues have, in a certain degree, been eclipsed by the new.
laws passed for its government and protection. :In the

shocks which, have been felt by all society, . the ,goldier. has,
bad his share; he no longer passesses anything beyond.
devotion to the cause he has served, and a salutary respect.
to his own scars. 1 have mentioned the fatal influ¢pes;
exercised oyer military subordination, by having ,snbjested .
it to, civil tribupals, whose dogtrines and regulagiops are,
destructive of strict discipline, to passive submission, apd;



APPENDIX. 273

%o that blind obedience which form the: basié of military
power, the'support of all society. ~The law, which permits
‘the soldier to marry without permission of Gevernment, has -
beenpafticulmlymjﬁribustothenmyinthe facility of its
movements, its foree, and its spirit. thh great reason it
has' been prohibited to recrait from among fathers of fami-
lies. ' In contfavention of this principle, we have made
fathers of families of our soldiers.. The contempt shown
to the chiefs' from their subordinate officers, through the
channel of the press, has also-contributed to the relaxa-
tion"of discipline. - The fact of having declared as arbitrary
detention, a correctional punishment, is to establish by
military ordinance the rights of man, and te defend
anarchy among the military, who are most cruel as well
as most tremendous when they become demagogues. Dan-
gerous rivalries between civil and military individuals have
‘been promoted by writings, and by discussions in Congress;
no longer considering the military as ‘the liberators of the
country, but as the executioners of liberty. 'Was this the
reward due to such painful and sublime sacrifices? Was -
this the recompense reserved to heroes? The scandal has
even reached the height of exciting hatred and rancour
among the militaty of the different provinces, in order that
union and force might no longer exist.

I would fuin not have to notice the indulgence which
bas been shown to military offences in this eventful period.
Every one of our legislators is sensible of the 'enormity
of this most'bhmeable levity. ‘What army will be in
future worthy to defend our ‘sacréd rights, if ‘the conse-
quertces of crime are to be'the reward of it; and if glory
éedses to be the ateendant of ﬁdehty, of valour, of obe-
diénce? -

VOL. II. T
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. From' the 'year 1821, when we commenced the ‘reform
.of our system of finance, everything has been experiment;
but the last has left us: more undeceived than the precedisg
ones. - The want of vigour in the administration, in all
and in each of its branches—the general endeavour to
clude the payment of the contributions—the notorious
.dishonesty and neglect on the part of the collectors—the
creation of useless employés, their miserable pay, asd the
very laws themselves, have conttibuted to destroy the
finances. It has been thought possible to overcome on
.some occasion this phalanx of difficulties, by invoking the
-assistance of the tribunals: but these, under the mask of
protectors of innocence, have acquitted the refractory
debtor and the accused collector. In other instances the
.delay and consequences of their decisions have afforded
.an opportunity to Congress to pass new laws, which. have
.even.enervated the action of the Government, - Up te this
time Congress has not regulated the commissariats; which
.administer the largest portion of the revenue, Up to this
.time the Congress has not -examined, even once, the die-
position of the funds of which the Government is sunply
.the administrator. - .

The delay -ip Europe of the person (Mr . Hurtado) so
whom, by orders issued in 1823, it belongs to give an
account of the millions which are owing for the loan con-
tracted in.London, and ratified by him—the expulsion of
our Chargé & Affaires from Peru, who was negocinting
the recovery of the supplies made by us-to that Republic;
lastly, the distribution and.consumption of the national
_property, have forced us to incur, by numerous inserip-
‘tions in the book of the national debt, charges which -they
might have liquidated. The treasury of Colombia has
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at last reached the crisis of not being able to redeem -our
[ national honour with the generous foreigner, who has ad-
fmwd to us his money in reliance of ourgoodfmth
i The army does not receive one-half of its pay; and, with
the -éxception of the employés of the revenue, the rest
:guffer the greatest misery. Shame stops my pen, and I
‘want the resolution to tell you that the nationil revenue
;is. bankrupt, and that the Republic is beset by a formi-
dable host of creditors..

In describing the chisos in which we are involved, it
bas appeared to me almost superfluous to speak to yen
of our relations with other nations. 'They were prosperous
in proportion as our military glory and the wisdom ‘of our
citizens displayed themselves; thus inspiring a confidence

that our eivil organisation and secial happiness would attain:
the high rank which Providence had pointed out to wus:
- The progress of foreign relations has always depended on
the wisdom of ‘the Government; and the eoncord of the
people. No nation has ever rendered itself respeeted, but
~ from the effects of these advantages; none ever rendered
itself respected without union, which gives it strength;
and Colombia, in a state of discord, despising its own laws,
destroying its own credit—what inducement can it hold
out to friendly powers? . What security has: it of preserving
even those friends which it possesses? - Retrograding in-
~ stead of advancing in its civil eareer, it inspites only scorn.
It has already seen itself provoked'and - insulted by an
ally which would not -be in- existence but for its magna~
nimity. - Your decisions are about to determine whether
the friendly powers which have recognized us, repenting
of the act, will have to expunge our name from among the
nations of the world. '
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/" Logialators !, Great and arduous.is the task-whicht the
national- will bas -eonfided to .you. -Save -yourselves:from,
the compremise in which eur-fellaw-citizens. have -pinced:
you, by.saving Colambia. Cast yeur penetsating-glances
into the recondite feelings of -the -hearts. of yeus.someti-,
tuents, You will there read the prolonged snﬂ'erings‘toj
which they are a prey; they sigh for security and for !
repose. A firm, powerful, and just government, is the ery
of the country. Behold her standing on the ruins left by
despotism, pale with fear, deploring the loss of 500,000 '
heroes, who have died for her, and from whose blood,
sowed in her field, her rights amg
Yes, legislators! Dead and living, sepulchres and ruins,
"call on you for guarantees. And I who now, seated at.
the hearth of a simple citizen, and mixed with the multi-
tude, resume my voice and my right—I who am the last
to call for the object of seciety—I, who have consecrated &
va religious worship to the country and to liberty, ought
not to remain silent at a moment so solemny
~ Give us a govemmen} under which the laws shall be
obeyed, the magistrate respected, and the people’ ﬁ-ee——a\
government which shall impede the transgression of the.
general will and the commands of the people. )

{ Consider, legislators ! that energy in the public force is,
the safeguard of individual weaknese) the mengce which,
deters the unjust man, and the hope of society. Consider,
thet the corruption of the people arises from the indul-
gence of the tribunals and from the impunity of crime.,
Observe, that without force there is no virtue, and that
without virtue the Republic perishes. Observe, in short,
that anarchy destroys liberty, and that union preuerveq
order. '
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- Legislators! In the name of Colombia, I entreas with

endless prayers, that, like the Providence whom you

represent, you give us—as the arbiters of our. destinies,

-for- the. people, for the army, for the judge, and for the
magistrate—inexorable laws.

SIMON BOLIVAR.

-~ Bogota, Feb. 29, 1828,
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